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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-18-275 
 
NAME: LAUREL S. BENNETT 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  09/17/18 

DATE REPORT DUE:  06/29/18 (2018 P1) 

DATE ELECTRONIC RECEIPT:  07/25/18 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE:  26 

AMOUNT OF FINE:  $1,190.84 

FINE BASED ON:  (..) NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (..)  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $4,763.37 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $1,924.32 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  07/02/18 

SUMMARY:  Laurel S. Bennett is a candidate for State Representative, District 86 in the 2018 elections.  
Boris Balaban is her treasurer. 
 
Laurel S. Bennett is appealing the fine claiming that the treasurer resigned without her knowledge.  
According to Laurel S. Bennett, she appointed a new treasure, however, he could not access the system 
without obtaining information from the previous treasurer. Ms. Bennett notes that they contacted the 
Division of Elections several times for help regarding the issue.  
 

 The 2018 P1 Original Report covers the period from 06/01/18-06/22/18; it was due on 06/29/18. 
 The 2018 P1 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 07/22/18.1 
 Laurel S. Bennett reported receiving 2 contributions, while making 8 expenditures. 
  FEC staff was advised, “The candidate filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 07/22/18.  A 

waiver is not a report.  On 07/25/18, the candidate filed a report showing $4,763.37 of activity.  
The fine is based on 25% of the activity. 

 The Division of Elections has 5 notes that pertain to Laurel S. Bennett’s 2018 P1 report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  14-088 (AF) & 17-248 (AF)

 
 

 

                                                 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 
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Re: CAN 70407 

2018 Pl,2018 P6,,. 2:01s:Ms 
Date: Sept. 24th, 2018: 

To Whom ltMay Concern, 

HelloJ I'm Writing to y(!u in the-hc)pes that You wiii grant us the iate earn paign r:eport t.ee or firies 
waiyer. Th~. n~w tree:i.surer, Boris Balab~l'l. has s~ntiq C:l.· lett,er:s n~que~ting () waiyer of the fee or fines 
with explanations·of why we are. requesting them; but it turns out the candidate orchairrnan has to· 
request_sl1¢1i a thi(lg. I arrl'sprryabputthat 

Yqu migl;it recall that the preyfo1,1s treasurer•quitVi:'!tl;iolJt tell.ing.ariye>n~, B_arbara .had to sel'ld :in a 
formal letter notifying you, arid you then notified me. Once that was done,Bol"istool<J)h the Job but 
could notJog in as he did _riot have atcessto the old password that Ba-r~cir~ bad. If you tari lo.ok at your 
phof1e logs he:did qll in.for help·with t_he password but they said we had to get it from the previous 
Treasurer. Once that was resolved, hehas been;submittirig the reports ~Ind learning how to-do:thern 
along the Way.as qui_cklwas possible and. has be~n Working with your office,; 

We are working to make sure every· report is.filed on time. We are very honest and a re trying to do 
the right tfiirig. Please forghre us· on this. You mighflook c:itthe reporft to see thatWe.are riot takih{rin a 
lot 9fco:ntdbutibn5andb~ing•ftn(:!q is hcnribl~Jor us.,. lfyqll h.a,ve <lnY guesti_ons, plea~~ don;t hesit~te·tc> 
call me. 

Tliank\iou for your time and ;coris_iC:leration~ 

Sincerely, 
Laurels. Bennett 

. Laurei@Laurei-Benne'tt,com 

LaureLBennett@PHRSolutions.org 



Molly Donovan 

From: Donna Malphurs 
Sent: 

To: 
Wednesday, October 03, 2018 10:09 AM 
Molly Donovan 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

FW:·fine Appeal Letter - Laurel Bennett 

Bennett_Laurel_70407 _LatefineAppealLetter_09-28-2018.pdf 

FYI 

From: Bagley, Stacy L. <Stacy.Bagley@dos.myflorida.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2018 10:05 AM 
To: Donna Malphurs <Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Fine Appeal Letter - Laurel Bennett 

Ms. Malphurs, 

We received the following appeal letter directly to our office and it does not show a copy sent to the Florida 
Elections Commission. I've attached it to this email for your records. 

It is from Laurel Bennett (70407). 

Please let me know that you have received this message. 

Thank you, 

S~8~ 
Administrative Assistant JI 

Division of Elections, 

Bureau of Election Records, 
Florida Department of State 

R.A. Gray Building 

500 S. Bronaugh Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Helpline: 850.245.6280 

This response is provided for reference only and does not constitute legal advice or representation. As applied to a particular set of facts or circumstances, interested parties 
should refer to the Florida Statutes and applicabll' case law, and/or consult a private attorney before dra\,~ng any legal conclusions or relying upon the information provided. 

Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Written communications to or from state officials regarding state business constitute public records and are available 
to the public and media upon request unless the information is subject to a specific statutory exemption. Therefore, your e-mail message may be subject to public disclosure. 

The Department of State is committed to excellence. 
Please take our Customer Satisfaction Survey. 
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Aug 30, 2018 CAN 70407 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gains Street, Ste 224 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-0150 

Dear Florida Elections Commission: 

On August 7, 2018 you assessed a fine of $1,190.84 for filing a late report due on June 29, 2018. My 

reason for filing late is that I did not have the password to get in and start filing. Please consider the 

reason why for I did contact the Help desk and they could not reset the password. 

Sincerely, 

171'>~ 
Boris Balaban 

Treasure 

(Laurel S. Bennett) 

cc 

Florida Division of Elections 

R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 

500 South Bronaugh Street 

Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-0250 
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August 7, 2018 

Laurel S. Bennett 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

Candidate for State Representative, District 86 
147 RoyCourt Circ1e 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 3341 1-3411 

Dear Ms. Bennett: 

CAN70407 

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on June 29, 2018, was filed on July 25. 2018. By law, you 
are automatically assessed a late fine of$ J, J 90.84. 

You have 20 days from the receipt of this botiee to either: 

1. Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an 
allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at: 

Florida Division of Elections 
RA. Gray Building, Room. 316 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011 

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 2B-l .005 and 2B- l .OOSS, 
Florida Administrative Code) at: 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

If you appeal, please send a copy also t() the Florida Division of Elections so that you will not 
receive further notices from the Division about this matter. 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 24 S-6280. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~Willis, Chief uj' l \ < \ 

Bureau of Election Records 

The R A Grav Buildin~-Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6240 
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Florida Department of State - Division of Elections
Florida Election System Reports

Candidate/Committee Lookup 

Name: Bennett

Election:


Acct: 70407

Type: Candidate 

Search Reset

Candidate Name: Laurel S. Bennett
Account: 70407

Date Due Type Date Filed Status Days 
Late

Fine 
Assessed Appealed Amount 

Fined
Amount 

Paid
10/26/2018 G6 10/20/2018
10/19/2018 G5 10/13/2018
10/12/2018 G4 10/8/2018
10/5/2018 G3 10/8/2018 SNT 3 $150.00 $150.00 $0.00
9/21/2018 G2 9/18/2018
9/7/2018 G1 9/19/2018 CLO 12 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
8/24/2018 P7 8/24/2018 APP 0 $32.00 $32.00 $0.00
8/17/2018 P6 9/18/2018 APP 32 $10.64 $10.64 $0.00
8/10/2018 P5 8/3/2018
8/3/2018 P4 8/3/2018
7/27/2018 P3 7/27/2018
7/13/2018 P2 7/24/2018 SNT 11 $12.50 $12.50 $0.00
6/29/2018 P1 7/22/2018 APP 0 $1,190.84 $1,190.84 $0.00
6/11/2018 M5 7/22/2018 APP 0 $50.00 $50.00 $0.00
6/11/2018 M5 7/22/2018 CLO 41 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
5/10/2018 M4 7/22/2018 CLO 73 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
4/10/2018 M3 7/22/2018 CLO 103 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
3/12/2018 M2 3/27/2018 SNT 15 $6.25 $6.25 $0.00

Page 1 of 1FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report

10/23/2018https://doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp?AcctNum=70407&cboElection=&...



2018 General Election
Laurel S. Bennett (REP)

State Representative 

Campaign Finance Activity

Note: The information presented below was obtained from the Committee's/Candidate's Campaign Treasurer's 
Report filed with the Division of Elections. About the Campaign Finance Data Base. 

Filing Period
Contributions

Expend Other TransfersMonetary Loans InKind
02/16/2018 - 

02/28/2018 
0.00 25.00 0.00 14.00 0.00 0.00

03/01/2018 - 
03/31/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 14.00 0.00 0.00

04/01/2018 - 
04/30/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 14.00 0.00 0.00

05/01/2018 - 
05/31/2018 

200.00 0.00 0.00 14.00 0.00 0.00

06/01/2018 - 
06/22/2018 

50.00 4,713.37 0.00 1,924.32 0.00 0.00

06/23/2018 - 
07/06/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 221.14 0.00 0.00

07/07/2018 - 
07/20/2018 

650.00 0.00 0.00 80.00 0.00 0.00

07/21/2018 - 
07/27/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 96.90 0.00 0.00

07/28/2018 - 
08/03/2018 

1,308.18 0.00 300.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

08/04/2018 - 
08/10/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 42.56 0.00 0.00

08/11/2018 - 
08/23/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 128.03 0.00 0.00

W 08/24/2018 - 
08/31/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

09/01/2018 - 
09/14/2018 

960.00 0.00 26.74 902.71 0.00 0.00

09/15/2018 - 
09/28/2018 

1,100.00 0.00 64.18 0.00 0.00 0.00

09/29/2018 - 
10/05/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 132.96 0.00 0.00

10/06/2018 - 
10/12/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 38.31 0.00 0.00

Page 1 of 2Campaign Finance Activity - Division of Elections - Florida Department of State

10/22/2018https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/cgi-bin/TreSel.exe



10/13/2018 - 
10/19/2018 

0.00 0.00 33.62 0.00 0.00 0.00

All Dates (Totals) 4,268.18 4,738.37 424.54 3,622.93 0.00 0.00

Note: (E) indicates that report was filed electronically
X Indicates that detail has not been released

W Indicates that a waiver was filed and L Indicates that a loan report was filed

Select Detail Type Select Sort Order Select Output Type 
Contributions  Date(Ascending)  Display On Screen 

Submit Query Now

Query the Campaign Finance Data Base

[Department of State] [Division of Elections] [Candidates and Races] [Campaign Finance Information]

Page 2 of 2Campaign Finance Activity - Division of Elections - Florida Department of State
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