
Aut048 (2/09) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-18-439 
 
NAME: FLORIDA SPEAKS 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  11/26/18 

DATE REPORT DUE:  07/06/18 (2018 P1A) 

DATE OF RECEIPT:  10/30/18 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE:  116 

AMOUNT OF FINE:  $2,500.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (  ) NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $10,000.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $1,000.00 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  10/31/18 

SUMMARY:  Florida Speaks is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of Florida.  The 
PC’s chair is Randall Myers and its treasurer is Jamie C. Jodoin.   

The PC is appealing the fine due to unusual circumstances related to the abrupt and unexpected 
resignation of the campaign treasurer.  According to Jamie Jodoin, on October 23, 2018, Mr. Thomas 
M. Kiernan, treasurer for Florida Speaks, resigned effective immediately. Upon his untimely 
resignation, two weeks before elections, the committee was forced to fill the vacant position 
immediately.  She states that once she received the records from the prior treasurer on October 30th, it 
was evident that a considerable amount of reports prior to October 23rd would have to be amended.  
 
Ms. Jodoin notes that the P1A report was initially filed by the original treasurer as a waiver on 
07/02/18, however, after review of records and bank statements, there was one contribution and one 
expenditure that should have been reported. She amended the report to reflect that activity.  
 

 The 2018 P1A Original Report covers the period from 06/23/18-06/29/18; it was due on 
07/06/18. 

 The 2018 P1A Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 07/06/18.1 
 Florida Speaks reported receiving 1 contribution, while making 1 expenditure. 
 FEC staff was advised, “The committee filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 07/06/18.  A 

waiver is not a report.  On 10/30/18, the committee filed a report showing $10,000.00 of 
activity.  The fine is based on 25% of the activity. 

 The Division of Elections has one note that pertains to Florida Speaks’ 2018 P1A report. 
Credentials were released to Ms. Jodoin on 10/25/18. 

 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  None. 

                                                 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [X  ]
PC  [X  ] DISTRICT  [  ]
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ]
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 



FLORIDA SPEAKS 

December 3, 2018 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 W. Gaines Street 

Suite.224 
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-0150 

Re: Florida Speaks (64751) 

Case No.: FEC 18-439; Campaign Treasurer's Report due July 6, 2018 (2018 PlA) 

Dear Ms. Malphurs, 

I am in receipt of your November 27th letter requesting clarification.on a response received from Jamie 
Jodoin, Treasurer for Florida Speaks. 

To clarify, Ms. Jodoin was in fact representing me as the Committee Chairman in her letter, dated November 
12, 2018, which sought to explain and appeal the fine assessed for the late filing of the 2018 PlA Committee 
report. Ms. Jodoin acted at my direction and with my approval in drafting that appeal. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Jodoin or me should you have any further questions. 

Florida Sp aks 

Attachments 
cc: Kristi Reid Willis, Bureau of Election Records 

877 Executive Center Drive, W. •Suite 100 • St. Petersburg, FL 33702 • (727) 888-9200 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION · 
107 W. Gaines Street, Suite 224 

Collins Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

(850) 922-4539 
www. fee.state.fl. us; foc@myfloridalega1.com 

Randall Myers, Chair 
Florida Speaks 
6800 Gulfport Blvd. Ste 201-327 
South Pasadena, FL 33707-3707 

November 27, 2018 

RE: Case No.: FEC 18-439; Campaign Treasurer's Report due July 6, 2018 (2018 PIA) 

Dear Ms. Myers: 

The Florida Elections Commission received a letter from Jamie C. Jodoin, Treasurer, appealing 
the fine assessed against your committee for failing to timely file a required report. However, 
Section 106.07(8)(c), Florida Statutes, provide that only a candidate or the chairman of a 
political committee, may appeal a fine assessed by a filing officer for the late filing of a 
campaign treasurer's report. 

Therefore, to preserve your right to appeal the fine, the Commission must receive a written 
statement signed by_you indicating that the person signing the letter was representing you when 
the appeal was tiled. 

If we do not hear from you within 14 days from the date of this letter, we will assume th.at the 
person signing the Jetter is neither your attorney nor your personal representative and th.at you 
have waived your right to appeal. The Commission will then enter a Default Final Order, 
ordt:ring you to pay the fine assessed by your filing officer for failing to timely tile your 
campaign treasurer's report. 

I urge your immediate attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

(!;)~,~' /1(1,, ~ (j 11111 .(,~fuljlur >'e~ 

Agency Clerk 



., 

FLORIDA SPEAKS 

November 12, 2018 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W. Gaines Street 

Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0150 

:Re: Florida Speaks (64751) 

Commissioner.s: 

v 

We received a notice assessing a late filing fee on the treasurer's report that was due on July 6, 2018 for the 

above referenced political committee. As such, we are filing this letter of appeal requesting an abatement of 

this late filing fee due to unusual circumstances related to the abrupt and unexpected resignation of the 

campaign treasurer. 

On October 23, 2018, Thomas M. Kiernan, Treasurer for Florida Speaks, resigned effective immediately. Upon 

his untimely resignation, two weeks before the election, the committee was forced to fill this vacant position. 

imm1::diately. Jh.ey ~qotacted my office and we promptly filed all necessary forms with the Florida Division of 

Elections, i~clu,ding a lett'~r from the prior treasurer disclosing his resignation. A copy of this letter has been 

includ~d for your review. Once I received the records from the prior treasurer on October 30th, it was evident 

that a considerable number of reports filed prior to October 23, 2018 would need to be amended. As such, I 

began amending those incorrectly filed reports to properly reflect the activity that occurred during those 

periods. 

In the case of the PlA report that was due on July 6, 2018, the prior treasurer had initially filed a waiver. 

However, after a thorough review of the records and bank statements, there was a single contribution and a 

single expenditure that had occurred during the coverage period. Therefore, an amended_report was filed to 

disclose this information accurately. A copy of the amended PlA report has been included for your review. 

Due to the extenuating circumstances mentioned above, as well as the integrity of the information filed with 

the Division of Elections, I am requesting an abatement of the late filing fee on the PlA campaign finance 

report that was due on July 6, 2018. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and should you have any questions, please contact me at 

(727) 888-92QO. 

Attachments 

cc: Kristi Reid Willis, Bureau of Election Records 

.877 Executive Center Drive, W. •Suite 100 • St. Petersburg, FL 33702 • (727)-888-9200 

) 



.-

FLORIDA DEPMlTMENT'OF:STATE, 

October:lt, 2018 

Randall Myers, :Chairperson 
' ,_. 

Flodda,$p~a~s __ . _, __ _ 
681JQ Gulfport Blvd St~'201 .. :r21 
Squth Pas~qena:,, FL ll707:~ 707 

. Qear Mr~ Myers: 

KenDctzner 
:secretary of ~tate 

DIVISION OF EtECTI©NS 
" - •' ' -" 

PAC647S1 

The campafgn treasurer's:report that was· due on Ji.lly 6, 2018,, was filed on Cfotbber30, 20l8. ~y:law, you 
;ate automatically assessed a'1ate:fipe.of$2,SOO.OO. · ··· 

You have 20 days .from 'the. recelpiof this not~ce to either:. 

l; Pay the fin~ to theiflQnd~,:biyis1pn ofEJeetions (For a candidate.o~ly; a flnejs ript an 
allowable;campaigrt expenditure and rtmst.be paid,from persomilJun'ds) at: 

Florida. Di.vis.ion o}Elections 
R.A:. Gray Building, Room.-.316 
5 00 South Bronough 'Street 
Tallahassee_; FltJridq J.-23..99-0250) 1 

2. Appeal'the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rutes:2B,..-l.0.05 and.2B~LOOS.5, 
Florida A~ministratlve Code) at:· 

Florida Elections Commission 
107We~.t Gaines $treel, Ste: ~24-
[allahassee.,fJi:>ri.i:/4,343.99.-0150. 

lfyou,appeal, please'send ·a copy also to the Florida Division o(EJectfons'so \lia,t~you'Wjh ·no\ 
, receive further notices.from the DivisiOn aboµt this matter., 

If.you.have any questions, please con tad the help de:sk:at (859} 245'.:;628:0, 

Sincerely, • 

.+s~"'~cA w ... n . ..: 
Kristi Reid Willis, Chief 
Bur:eau o'f'Electio11·,R~coras 

the RA GrayBuildfog-RoomJ16 • :SOO S6uihBroilpugh Sti'eet .9 l'.itJ18Mss_ee:f1:; 3.~3.99~9~5Q •: :(8~0)245~6240 
• WWWAdclres_s; http:'//do$;inyflorida·.torij/el~ • &}.fiI_il,; El~c'R,i!,qor:i:li@,dos:nty/lorida.c 



October:23, 2018 

Ms. Kristi. Willis Reid 
Florida Division of Elections 
Rqom 316,. R.A! Gray Building 
500 s. Bronough-Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Re: Florida Speaks (64751) 

Dear Ms. Reid, 

Florida Speaks 
68(>0 GuJfport,:Blvd,, s. 

Suite 201, B~x 327 
Soqth j:>asadena, Fl 33707 

Please be advised' that, effective lmm~dl~tely,.1 ·am,reslgnh1g 'frol'!1 the. position of Treasurer for the 
political committee .FloriCla Speaks. 

Please let me know If you need· anythlngJurther. 

Sincerely, 

/t,-11·~· 
Thomas M. Kiernan 
Treasurer 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Florida Speaks (2) 64751 

Candidate, Committe or Party Name l.D. Number 

(3) 6800 Gulfport Blvd Ste 201-327 South Pasadena FL 33707 

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code 

D Check box if address has changed since last report 

(4) Check appropriate box(es): 
; 

D Candidate (office sought): 

~ Political Committee D Check If PC has DISBANDED 

D Committee of Continuous Existance D Check If CCE has DISBANDED 

D Party Executive Co_mmittee -(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS --

Cover Period: From 06/23/2018 To 06/29/2018 Report Type: P1A 

D Original IRJ Amendment D 
<J 

Special Election Report 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Cash & Checks $10,000.00 Monetary Expenditures -- $1,000.00 

Loans $0.00 Transfers to Office Account $0.00 

Total Monetary $10,000.00 Total Monetary $1,000.00 . 

In-Kind $0.00 (8) Other Distributions 

-

Certification ) 

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.) 

' 
I certify that I have examined this report and it is I certify that I have examined this repgrt and it is 

. true, correct and complete true, correct and complete 

Name of D Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer Name of D Candidate [!I Chaiman (PC/PTY Only 

)( )( 

Signature ' Signature 

Prepared on: 11112/18 4:56:03PM Reviewed On: 10130118 7:34 pm 



ID: 64751 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS Page 1of1 

Name: Florida Speaks 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date Street Address & City, State, Zip 

1 GREATER FLORIDA LEADERSHIP GROUP PC 
120 S. MONROE STREET 

06/26/2018 TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301 

* Incomplete Record 

Report: 2018 P1A 
** Records in Filed Report ** 

Contributor Occupation 

Type In-Kind Description 

F POLITICAL ORG. 

CHE 

-· 

\ 

Reviewed On: 10/30/1 B 7:34 pm 

Period: 0_6/23/2018 to 06/29/2018 

Amount 

Amend 

$10,000.00 

ADD 

Prepared on: 11/12/18 4:56:03PM 



ID: 64751 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES Page 1of1 

Name: Florida Speaks 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date Street Address & City, State, Zip 

1 WENGAY NEWTON CAMPAIGN, (Office: STR 
070) 

06/2312018 P. 0. BOX 11551 
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33733 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2018 P1A 
•• Records in filed Report** 

Type Purpose 

CAN CONTRIBUTION 

( 

Reviewed On: 10/30/18 7:34 pm 

Period: 06/23/2018 to 06/29/2018 

Amount 

.. 
Amend 

$1,000.00 

ADD 

Prepared on: 11/12118 4:56:04PM, 



11/12/2018 Florida Division of Elections - Electronic Filing System 

Treasurer Report Status 

ID: 64751 Name: Florida Speaks 

Report: 2018 - PlA - 88 

Election: 2018 General Election 

Covers: 6/23/2018-6/29/2018 

Due: 7 /6/2018 

Filed: 7 /6/2018 4:37:27 PM 

Reviewed: 10/30/2018 

File Method: Web Filed 

Entry Method: Web Data Entry 

Pending Queued Items: o 

Print Date: 11/ 12/ 2018 4:56:48 PM ~ 

@waiver 
Amended 

File Status: Filed Report 

Review Status: Reviewed 

Detail Complete: Complete Detail Records 

Number of Detail Records 

Contributions: 1 

Expenditures: 1 

Fund Transfers: 0 

Distributions: 0 

To Print Report: Right Click Mouse and Select 'Print' 

https://efs.dos.state.fl.us/PrintReportSubmitted .aspx? AcctNum=64 751 &SeqNum=88 1/1 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

October 31, 2018 

Randall Myers, Chairperson 
Florida Speaks 
6800 Gulfport Blvd Ste 201-327 
South Pasadena, FL 33707-3707 

Dear Mr. Myers: 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

PAC 64751 

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on July 6, 2018, was filed on October 30, 2018. By law, you 
are automatically assessed a late fine of $2,500.00. 

You h1we 20 days from the receipt of this notice to either: 

1. Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an 
allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at: 

Florida Division of Elections 
R.A. Gray /Jui/ding, Room. 316 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011 

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 2B-1.005 and 28-1.0055, 
Florida Administrative Code) at: 

Florida Elections Commission ' 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

If you appeal, please send a copy also to the Florida Division of Elections so that you will not 
receive further notices from the Division about this matter. I 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 245-6280. 

Sincerely, L 

f)K .. ~R "d ~W'll~C~h. f c.A nstl e1 1 1s, 1e 
Bureau of Election Records 

The R A Gray Building-Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250, • (850) 245-6240 
• WWW Address: http://dos.myflorida.com/ele • E-Mail: ElecRecords(@,dos.myflorida.c 















11/26/2018 FEC- Candidate/Committee Filing History.Report 

search I directory! contact us l 411 1 subscribe : 

Florida Department of State - Division of Elections 
Florida Election System Reports 

CandidateiCommittee Committee Name: Florida Speaks 

Name: Account: 64751 

Election: Date Due Date Filed Status Days Fine 
Appealed Amount Amount 

Late Assessed Fined Paid 
"' 11/2/2018 G7 11/2/2018 

Acct 64751 11/1/2018 06 11/1/2018 

Committee 10/31/2018 05 10/31/2018 

10/30/2018 04 10/30/2018 

!··'.s~~l~K~~s,~ 10/29/2018 D3 10/29/2018 

10/28/2018 D2 10/28/2018 

10/27/2018 01 10/27/2018 

10/26/2018 G6 10/26/2018 

10125/2018 G4 10(12/2018 

10/19/2018 G5 10/19/2018 

10/5/2018 G3 10/5/2018 

9/28/2018 G2A 9/28/2018 

9/21/2018 G2 9/21/2018 

9/14/2018 G1A 9/14/2018 

917/2018 G1 9/7/2018 

8/31/2018 P7A 8/31/2018 

8/24/2018 P7 8/24/2018 

8/17/2018 P6 8/17/2018 

8/10/2018 P5 8/10/2018 SNT 0 $300.00 $300.00 $0.00 

8/3/2018 P4 8/3/2018 

7/27/2018 P3 7/26/2018 

7/20/2018 P2A 7/20/2018 

7/13/2018 P2 7/13/2018 

7/6/2018 P1A 7/6/2018 APP 0 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $0.00 

6/29/2018 P1 6/29/2018 

6/11/2018 M5 6/11/2018 

5/10/2018 M4 5/10/2018 

4/10/2018 M3 4/10/2018 

4/6/2018 SG2 4/10/2018 CLO 4 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

3/27/2018 SG1 4/10/2018 CLO 14 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

3/27/2018 SG1 4/10/2018 CLO 14 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

3/12/2018 M2 3/12/2018 

3/9/2018 SG1 3/12/2018 CLO 3 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

2/16/2018 SP2 3/12/2018 CLO 24 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

2/16/2018 SP2 3/12/2018 CLO 24 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

2/12/2018 M1 2/12/2018 

2/9/2018 SG2 2/13/2018 CLO 4 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

1/26/2018 SP2 3/12/2018 CLO 45 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00. 

1/10/2018 M12 1/10/2018 

1/10/2018 . SG1 1/4/2018 

1/2/2018 SP1 1/25/2018 CLO 23 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

1/2/2018 SP1 1/25/2018 CLO 23 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

12/19/2017 SP1 1/25/2018 CLO 37 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

12/15/2017 SG2 12/14/2017 

https:Jldoesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp? AcctNum=64 751 &cboElection=&cbo Type=COM&txtName= 113 



11/26/2018 FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report 

12/11/2017 M11 12/11/2017 
12/1/2017 SP2 12/1/2017 
11/13/2017 M10 11/9/2017 
11/13/2017 SG1 11/6/2017 
10/24/2017 SP1 10/20/2017 
10/10/2017 M9 10/9/2017 
10/6/2017 SP2 10/6/2017 CLO 3 $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 
10/6/2017 SG2 10/6/2017 
9/22/2017 SG2 10/3/2017 CLO 11 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
9/22/2017 SG2 10/3/2017 CLO 11 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
9/22/2017 M8 9/9/2017 
9/11/2017 SP1 10/3/2017 CLO 22 $0.00 . $0.00 $0.00 
9/11/2017 SG1 10/3/2017 CLO 22 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
8/23/2017 SG1 10/3/2017 CLO 41 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
8/23/2017 SG1 10/3/2017 CLO 41 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
8/11/2017 SP2 10/3/2017 CLO 53 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
8/10/2017 M7 8/9/2017 
7/21/2017 SP2 10/3/2017 CLO 74 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
7/21/2017 SP2 10/3/2017 CLO 74 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
7/10/2017 SP1 10/3/2017 CLO 85 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
7/10/2017 M6 7/10/2017 
6/12/2017 M5 6/9/2017 
6/12/2017 SP1 10/3/2017 CLO 113 $0.00 $0.00. $0.00 
6112/2017 SP1 10/3/2017 CLO 113 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
5/10/2017 M4 5/8/2017 
4/10/2017 M3 4/10/2017 
3/11/2017 M2 3/8/2017 
2/10/2017 M1 2/5/2017 
1/10/2017 M12 1/8/2017 
12/12/2016 M11 12/9/2016 

'11/4/2016 · G7 11/4/2016 
11/4/2016 06 11/3/2016 
11/2/2016 05 11/2/2016 
11/1/2016 04 1111/2016 
10/31/2016 03 10/31/2016 
10/30/2016 02 10/30/2016 
10/29/2016 01 10/29/2016 
10/28/2016 G6 10/25/2016 
10/21/2016 G5 10/19/2016 
10/14/2016 G4 10/12/2016 
10/7/2016 G3 10/4/2016 
9/30/2016 G2A 9/28/2016 
9/23/2016 G2 9/22/2016 
9/16/2016 G1A 9/15/2016 
9/9/2016 G1 9/7/2016 
9/2/2016 P7A 8/30/2016 
8/26/2016 P7 8/26/2016 
8/19/2016 P6 8/16/2016 
8/12/2016 P5 8/9/2016 
8/5/2016 P4 8/1/2016 
7/29/2016 P3 7/26/2016 
7/22/2016 P2A 7/20/2016 
7/15/2016 P2 7/14/2016 
7/8/2016 P1A 7/7/2016 

https:f/doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FillngHistory.Asp? AcctNum=64 751 &cboElection;;&cboType=COM&txtName= 213 



11/26/2018 FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report 

7/1/2016 P1 6/29/2016 

6/10/2016 M5 6/8/2016 
5/10/2016 M4 5/6/2016 
4/11/2016 M3 4/5/2016 
3/10/2016 M2 3/4/2016 
2/10/2016 M1 2/3/2016 
1/11/2016 M12 1/5/2016 
12/10/2015 M11 12/1/2015 

11/10/2015 M10 11/9/2015 
10/13/2015 M9 10/2/2015 

9/10/2015 M8 9/4/2015 
8/10/2015 M7 8/4/2015 
7/10/2015 M6 7/7/2015 

https:l/doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp? AcctNum=64 751 &cboElection=&cbo Type=COM&txtName= 3/3 
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