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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   William Wheelen 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 22-390 

TO:  William Wheelen 
 397 Marble Canyon Drive 
 Wellington, FL 33414 

Division of Elections 
500 South Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, May 17, 2023 at 8:30, or as soon thereafter as 
the parties can be heard, at the following location: Via Webinar Registration URL: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/571953185404345941 

Audio participation:  Attendee – muted: 
1-877-309-2074   966-952-589 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 2, 2023 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/571953185404345941
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC 22-390 
 
NAME: WILLIAM WHEELEN 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  09/28/2022 

DATE REPORT DUE:  06/24/2022 (2022 P1) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT:  07/22/2022 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE:  28 

AMOUNT OF FINE:  $500.00 

FINE BASED ON: (  )  NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $2,000.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $1,847.27 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  08/18/2022 (Fine Ltr) 

SUMMARY:  William Wheelen was a candidate for State Senator, District 26, in the 2022 elections.  
William Wheelen was his own treasurer. 
 
William Wheelen is appealing the fine claiming that he amended a waiver that was timely filed.  
According to Mr. Wheelen, he filed the initial waiver because he thought he did not have anything to 
report.  He notes that, once he realized activity should have been reported, he amended the filing “for the 
sake of honesty and accuracy.” He claims he did not know “a fine would be attached to doing what was 
right.”  Mr. Wheelen respectfully asks the Commission to waive the fine. 
 

 The 2022 P1 Original Report covers the period from 06/08/22-06/17/22; it was due on 06/24/22. 
 The 2022 P1 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created on 06/22/22 and filed on 

06/23/22.1 
 William Wheelen reported receiving 2 contributions while making 2 expenditures. 
 FEC staff was advised, “The candidate filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 06/23/22. A 

waiver is not a report.  On 07/22/22, the candidate filed a report showing $2,000.00 of activity.  
The fine is based on 25% of the activity.” 

 The Division of Elections provided one note that pertains to William Wheelen’s 2022 P1 report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  None. 

 
 

 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 
 

CANDIDATE  [ X ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] CITY  [  ] 

 



1

Br'Axeton Wims

From: Donna Malphurs <Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com> on behalf of Florida Elections Commission 
<fec@myfloridalegal.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 2:53 PM
To: Br'Axeton Wims
Subject: Fw: Appeal Fine for late filing
Attachments: Fine Notice Late File_000003.pdf

This one has the attachment  

----- Forwarded by Donna Malphurs/OAG on 09/28/2022 02:52 PM -----

From: "William Wheelen" <bill@billforfloridasenate.com>
To: "fec@myfloridaleagal.com" <fec@myfloridaleagal.com>
Date: 09/28/2022 02:49 PM
Subject: Appeal Fine for late filing

Good Morning, 

     I received your letter stating I filed my June 2022 report late. It is attached to this email for your 
convenience.  My response outside of the 20 day window is I have been traveling since right after the 
election.  I can provide documentation to show that should you require it.   

     I don't believe it was filed late.  As the filings show I filed an amendment to a waiver filed on time. The 
receipt for the waiver shows it was filed timely and the report was later amended in July, therefore giving the 
appearance of a late filing. 

     I sent a letter to the Florida Elections Division and their response was the fine is levied as a matter of 
statute but I have the right to appeal, which is what I am doing. 

     I am attaching a copy of your letter that I only received last week. 

     I filed the initial waiver because I thought I did not have anything to report.  I amended it when I discovered 
while preparing the July filing the $2000 I deposited and the payment for my candidate filing should have been 
in the first filing period I thought it best to amend the original report for the sake of honesty and accuracy.  In 
my estimation a far better solution than changing dates and adding the transactions to a different filing that 
would have actually been a false report.  I never thought a fine would be attached to doing what was right. 

     As a result, I respectfully ask that you waive the fine for the late filing. 

     I hope we can rectify this and rescind the fine.  I thank you for your time and assistance and look forward to 
your favorable response. 
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Respectfully, 
 
 

 
Bill Wheelen 
Bill For Florida Senate, Candidate 

 
561-289-4052 
12161 Ken Adams Way 
Suite B110 
Wellington, Fl 33414 (See attached file: Fine Notice Late File_000003.pdf) 





FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY

(1) (2)

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number

(3) 12161 Ken Adams Way           

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code

33414

(4)

Check box if address has changed since last report

Check appropriate box(es):

Candidate (office sought):

Political Committee Check If PC has DISBANDED

Committee of Continuous Existance Check If CCE has DISBANDED

Party Executive Committee

X

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS

Cover Period:    From To Report Type:

Original Amendment Special Election Report

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT

Cash & Checks

Loans

Total Monetary

In-Kind

Monetary Expenditures

Transfers to Office Account

Total Monetary

(8) Other Distributions

Certification

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.)

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Treasurer Deputy Treasurer

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Candidate Chaiman (PC/PTY Only

X
Signature Signature

X

X

X

William Wheelen 81462

Wellington FL

$0.00 

$2,000.00

$2,000.00

$0.00

$1,847.27

$0.00

$1,847.27

06/08/2022 06/17/2022 P1

Prepared on: 10/10/22 11:23:04AM Reviewed On: 7/23/22   1:41 am



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

William Wheelen 06/08/2022 06/17/2022

81462 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

to2022 P1

Amount

AmendIn-Kind Description

Contributor Occupation

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

1  

,  X

X
$0.00 *

DEL

06/16/2022

2 WHEELEN WILLIAM

397 MARBLE CANYON DR

WELLINGTON, FL 33414 LOA

RETIREDS
FOR FILING FEES

$2,000.00  

UPD

06/16/2022

2 WHEELEN WILLIAM

397 MARBLE CANYON DR

WELLINGTON,  LOA

RETIREDS
FOR FILING FEES

$2,000.00 *

ADD History 07/23/22

Prepared on: 10/10/22 11:23:05AM* Incomplete Record 7/23/22   1:41 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

William Wheelen 06/08/2022 06/17/2022

81462 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES

to2022 P1

Amount

Amend
PurposeType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

06/16/2022

1 TRUIST BANK 

12870 FOREST HILL BLVD

WELLINGTON, FL 33414

MON
$65.45  

ADD

PURCHASE CHECKS

06/17/2022

2 FLORIDA DIVISION OF ELECTIONS RA GRAY BLDG

500 SOUTH BRONOUGH ST

TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399

MON
$1,781.82  

ADD

QUALIFYING FEES

Prepared on: 10/10/22 11:23:05AM* Incomplete Record 7/23/22   1:41 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

William Wheelen 06/08/2022 06/17/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS

to2022 P1

Amount

Amend
Nature of AccountType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 10/10/22 11:23:05AM* Incomplete Record 7/23/22   1:41 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

William Wheelen 06/08/2022 06/17/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS

to2022 P1

Amount

AmendRelated Expenditure

Recipient Purpose

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 10/10/22 11:23:05AM* Incomplete Record 7/23/22   1:41 amReviewed On:
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