
AMENDED NOH 
FEC # 19-393 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Mark Gotz 

/ 
 

 
Case No.:  FEC 19-393 

TO:  Mark Gotz 
 154 North Magnolia Lakes Blvd. 
 Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

AMENDED NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 
(ONLY CHANGES MADE WERE TO CORRECT WEBINAR ID &  

TELECONFERENCE DIAL-IN NUMBER & ACCESS CODE 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 31, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon 

thereafter as the parties can be heard.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  Enclosed 
you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID: 116499747 or via 
teleconference by dialing (877) 309-2074 and entering the meeting access code 339-753-920, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely.  Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact Commission 
staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances 

will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to 

the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, 

some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided 
by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately 
on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 
minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on 

this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record 

of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West 

Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 23, 2021 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Mark Gotz 

/ 
 

 
Case No.:  FEC 19-393 

TO:  Mark Gotz 
 154 North Magnolia Lakes Blvd. 
 Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 
 

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 31, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  Enclosed 
you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID: 411242395 or via 
teleconference by dialing (877) 568-4108 and entering the meeting access code 648-343-135, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely.  Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact Commission 
staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances 

will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to 

the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, 

some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided 
by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately 
on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 
minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on 

this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record 

of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West 

Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 13, 2021 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.





   
   

   
 

 

  
 

 

    

    

            

          

              

              

            

             

               

  

  

          
          

          
          

      

    
   

 
  
   

  
   

 
  
  

  
  
   

 
   
 

  
 
 







NOH w login Instructions 
FEC # 19-393 

 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 

In Re:  Mark Gotz 
   / 
TO: Mark Gotz 

154 North Magnolia Lakes Blvd. 
Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34986 

Case No.: FEC 19-393 
 

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on May 25, 2021. The Commission’s 
Confidential Session will begin at 1:00 p.m., EST, and will consider multiple cases that day. 

 
Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference. 

Enclosed you will find additional details on joining the video conference via ZOOM, Meeting ID 94154440062, or via 
teleconference by dialing (929) 205-6099 and entering the meeting access code 459476, when prompted. If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely. Please be advised that the 
Commission will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered. If you have any questions, please 
contact Commission staff at (850) 922-4539. The confidential session will begin following the conclusion of the public session 
and lunch break. Please login promptly and be prepared to wait until the confidential session begins. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing. 

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause. 
 

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows: 
 

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 
case to the Commission. However, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission. In 

addition, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that 
the case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 

have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 
 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission. 
As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases. 

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting. Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 

 

See further instructions on the reverse side. 
Tim Vaccaro 
Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 
May 10, 2021 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on you for your failure 
to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you have asked the Commission to 
consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to 
file the report timely. You are required to prove your case. If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there 
were unusual circumstances that excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part. The Commission may reduce a 
fine after considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes. If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed 
and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld. 

 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the Respondent 
committed a violation of Florida’s election laws. Respondent should be prepared to explain how the staff in its recommendation 
incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case. Respondent may not testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary 
or other evidence at the probable cause hearing. The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with 
a violation and, before the Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent 
will have an opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 

 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; Chapter 28 and 
Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code. At the hearing, the Commission will decide whether the Respondent 
committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify. However, the 
Respondent may not call witnesses to testify. 

 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations charged in the Order 
of Probable Cause. At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether Respondent’s actions in the case were 
willful. The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the recommended fine. If Respondent claims that his limited 
resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources 
at the hearing. A financial affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk. 
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Mattie Clay

From: Mattie Clay
Sent: Friday, April 9, 2021 11:34 AM
To: Mark Gotz
Subject: RE: FEC 19-393, Settlement Offer w/ Proposed Order

Good morning, Mr. Gotz, 
 
I hope you are doing well. I wanted to check in and see if you needed anything before our hearing on May 18th, if you 
have been receiving our updates/notices in the mail, and if we are on track to settle the case beforehand. Let me know if 
we need to provide you with any additional materials or if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mattie T. Clay 
Attorney 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street 
The Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 
Main: (850) 922-4539 
Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
mattie.clay@myfloridalegal.com 
 
From: Mark Gotz <mgfl@aol.com>  
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 7:46 PM 
To: Mattie Clay <Mattie.Clay@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: FEC 19-393, Settlement Offer w/ Proposed Order 
 
Thank you. 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Mattie Clay <Mattie.Clay@myfloridalegal.com> 
To: mgfl@aol.com <mgfl@aol.com> 
Sent: Mon, Mar 29, 2021 5:36 pm 
Subject: RE: FEC 19-393, Settlement Offer w/ Proposed Order 

Good afternoon, Mr. Gotz, 
  
I apologize for sending the PDF a little late. Sometimes the Word document scrambles the formatting, so we prefer the 
PDF version to be the one mailed to us (of course, if you agree with it). 
  
Mattie T. Clay 

Attorney 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

The Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Main: (850) 922-4539 

Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
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mattie.clay@myfloridalegal.com 
  

From: Mattie Clay  
Sent: Friday, March 26, 2021 5:43 PM 
To: mgfl@aol.com 
Subject: FEC 19-393, Settlement Offer w/ Proposed Order 
  
Good evening, Mr. Gotz, 
  
I hope you are doing well. Attached please find a proposed Pre-Probable Cause Consent Order for your review. As a 
recap from our phone conversation on Wednesday,  

 
 

 We can 
discuss the order via phone if you have any other questions or concerns about the order. 
  
If you agree with the order’s contents as is, please sign and return the order along with a cashier’s check or money 
order (no personal checks, business checks, or campaign checks), good for at least 120 days, in the amount of . 
The funds should be made payable to the Florida Elections Commission. 
  
The order and payment are to be received at the address below (including 9-digit zip code) no later than Thursday, April 
15, 2021. Thursday is our cut-off date for docketing cases on the May 18th agenda. Recently, mail via USPS has been 
reaching our office 3 to 4 weeks after it has been mailed, so please keep this in mind while planning around the deadline. 
If we don’t receive your mail by April 15th, the hearing will go forward on May 18th. 
  
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me via telephone or email if you have any questions, concerns, or updates. I will 
make sure to assist you in any way I can. 
  
Have a great evening and weekend, 
  
Mattie T. Clay 

Attorney 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

The Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Main: (850) 922-4539 

Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 

mattie.clay@myfloridalegal.com 
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FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 

Case No.:  FEC 19-393 

Respondent:  Mark Gotz 
 

Complainant:  Division of Elections 
 

Pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, on June 18, 2019, the Florida Elections 
Commission (Commission) received information from the Division of Elections (Division) that 
Respondent violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes.  Commission staff, therefore, investigated 
whether Respondent violated the following statutes:   

Section 106.07(2)(b)1, Florida Statutes, failure of a candidate, 
acting as his own treasurer, to file an addendum to incomplete 
reports after receiving notice from the filing officer: 

• 2018 P2 

• 2018 G7 

Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes,  a candidate may have certified 
one or more campaign treasurer reports as true, correct, and 
complete when they were not. 

Section 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes, a candidate may have failed 
to report one or more contributions required to be reported by 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

Section 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes, a candidate may have 
falsely reported or deliberately failed to include information in one 
or more campaign treasurer reports, as required in Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes. 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, a candidate may have made 
or authorized one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes. 

I. Preliminary Information: 

1. Respondent, Mark Gotz, was a 2018 candidate for State Representative, District 
84.  Respondent acted as his own campaign treasurer and was ultimately defeated in the general 
election on November 6, 2018.  Respondent was a first time candidate. 

2. Respondent’s filing officer was Kristi Reid Willis, Chief, Bureau of Election 
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Records. 

3. On June 8, 2018 and June 19, 2018, Respondent filed Statement of Candidate 
(DS-DE 84) forms with the Division.  To review the DS-DE 84 forms, please see Exhibit 1. 

4. On June 8, 2018 and June 19, 2018, Respondent also filed Appointment of 
Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) forms wherein he 
identified himself as treasurer.  To review the DS-DE 9 forms, please see Exhibit 2. 

5. On June 11, 2018, the Division sent Respondent a letter acknowledging his 
appointment as treasurer and 2018 candidacy.  The Division also provided Respondent a separate 
envelope and confidential personal identification number (PIN) to access the electronic filing 
system (EFS) for submitting campaign treasurer reports. 

6. The letter also advised Respondent that all of the Division’s publications and 
forms are available on their website, including Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, the Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook and the Calendar of Reporting Dates.  The letter warned 
Respondent that, "It is your responsibility to read, understand, and follow the requirements of 
Florida's election laws." To review the acknowledgment letter, please see Exhibit 3. 

II. Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes: 

7. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by 
failing to timely file correct amendments to the 2018 P2 and 2018 G7 campaign reports after 
receiving notice from the filing officer.   

8. On April 3, 2019, and April 22, 2019, the Division sent correspondence to Respondent 
informing him that one or more campaign reports were incomplete.  The correspondence was sent to 
Respondent’s address provided on the DS-DE 9 and included an error report referencing the following 
reports:  2018 P2 and 2018 G7.  To review the correspondence and error reports, refer to Exhibit 4. 

9. On May 10, 2019, the Division sent Respondent a letter marked “Final Notice” 
informing him that one or more of his campaign reports were incomplete.  The letter included an 
error report referencing the 2018 P2 and 2018 G7 campaign reports.  It was sent to Respondent’s 
address provided on the DS-DE 9 and was delivered on May 15, 2019.  To review the Final Notice 
letter, error report, and delivery confirmation, please see Exhibit 5.   

10. Respondent filed the 2018 P2 campaign report on July 12, 2018, one day prior to 
its due date.  The error reports sent by the Division show that the only issue in the audit relative 
to the 2018 P2 report was that Respondent failed to list an occupation or principle type of 
business for the contributor alongside his reported $10,000 campaign loan.    To review the 2018 
P2 campaign report and Queued Transactions Report (QTR), please see Exhibit 6.   

11.  Respondent filed the 2018 G7 campaign report on its due date, November 2, 
2018.  The error reports sent by the Division show that the only issues in the audit relative to the 
2018 G7 report were that initials were used for the source of two in-kind contributions from 
"RPOF."  To review the 2018 G7 campaign report and QTR, please see Exhibit 7.    
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12. In an email dated October 14, 2020, Division staff confirmed that Respondent 
correctly amended the 2018 P2 report on May 10, 2019, which is the same date as the Final 
Notice.  Division staff stated that the contribution at issue on the error report was deleted from 
the 2018 P2 report and is now shown on the 2018 P3 report with a specific occupation.  To 
review the email from Division staff and 2018 P3 contribution information, please see Exhibit 8. 

13. In an email dated March 1, 2021, Division staff confirmed that Respondent has 
not correctly amended the 2018 G7 report.  To review the email from Division staff, please see 
Exhibit 9. 

14. Respondent did not respond to the referral.  However, in an affidavit, Respondent 
explained that he did not timely file amendments to the aforementioned reports because he, "Did 
not pick up [on] reason for rejection.  I was focused on the numbers.  Have included information 
for G7 correction.1  P2 occupation of business was real estate.  My firm which I had to return 
$9000 of it."  Respondent further stated, "I was comfortable being my own treasurer.  I was very 
uncomfortable with the electronic filing and spent many hours on the phone with your staff 
helping me."  To review the affidavit and phone log, please see Exhibit 10.    

15. Division records reflect three conversations with Respondent, including:  June 28, 
2018, in which Respondent was experiencing difficulty with the EFS; May 10, 2019, in which 
Division staff gave Respondent new credentials to log into the EFS; and May 31, 2019, in which 
Division staff discussed the audit of the 2018 P2 and 2018 G7 reports.  On May 10, 2019, 
Respondent had requested EFS credentials.  To review the Division's records of conversations 
with Respondent and his EFS credentials request, please see Exhibit 11. 

III. Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), Florida 
Statutes: 

 16.   I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by 
certifying that one or more campaign treasurer reports (CTR) were true, correct, and complete 
when they were not, failing to report one or more contributions, and falsely reporting or 
deliberately failing to include information in one or more CTRs due to apparent deficits in the 
2018 P2 and 2019 Termination Report (TR) reporting periods. To review the Division's Sum of 
Contributions vs. Expenditures report, see Exhibit 12. 

 17. I subpoenaed bank records from Respondent's designated campaign account 
depository.  Based on the occurrences of the apparent deficits, I audited Respondent's bank 
records and CTRs from the 2018 P1 reporting period through the 2018 P5 reporting period, and 
from the 2018 G4 reporting period through the 2019 TR reporting period. 

 18. Based upon my review, Respondent’s 2018 P1, P2, G4, G6, and G7 reports reflect 
that all expenditures were reported.  In addition, all contributions made by check were reported. 

                                                 
1 Respondent included a letter from the Republican Party of Florida setting a fair market value on the two in-kind 
contributions at issue in the error report.  The initials used in the report were RPOF.  To review the letter, please see 
Exhibit 10, page 5. 
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 19.  Respondent’s 2018 P3, P4, P5, G5, and 2019 TR reports were all timely filed with 
the Division, as listed in the table below.  However, Table 1 illustrates inconsistencies and 
reporting errors in those reports.  To review the applicable CTRs, see Exhibit 13. To review 
Respondent's corresponding campaign depository records, see Exhibit 14. 

 

Table 1: Missing and Incorrect Information on Respondent's CTRs2 

Reporting Period Date Filed Missing Info Incorrect Info 

7/7/18 - 7/20/18 
2018 P3 

7/26/18 Failed to report $3.00 
bank fee on 7/11/18 

 

7/21/18 - 7/27/18 
2018 P4 

8/2/18  $929.59 expenditure to Papermill 
Printer on 7/26/18 reported as 
$959.59 

7/28/18 - 8/3/18 
2018 P5 

8/10/18  $287.07 expenditure to Cutting 
Edge on 7/31/18 reported but 
not supported by bank records 
 

10/6/18 - 10/12/18 
2018 G5 

10/19/18 Failed to report $3.00 
bank fee on 10/10/18 

 

11/2/18 - 2/4/19 
2019 TR 

2/3/19 
• Failed to report $3.00 

bank fee on 11/13/18 
• Failed to report $3.00 

bank fee on 12/12/18 
• Failed to report $3.00 

bank fee on 1/11/19 

$3,295.23 expenditure to 
Respondent on 2/4/19 reported as 
$3,298.23 

 

IV. Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes:  

 20.  I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by 
authorizing expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

 21.  The Division's Sum of Contributions vs. Expenditures report for Respondent 
showed apparent deficit balances in the 2018 P2 and 2019 TR reporting periods.  Therefore, I 
reviewed Respondent's CTRs from the 2018 P1 reporting period through the 2018 P5 reporting 
period, and from the 2018 G4 reporting period through the 2019 TR reporting period.  To review 
the Sum of Contributions vs. Expenditures report, see Exhibit 12.   

                                                 
2 The review was reflective of applicable bank records of deposits, debits, bank fees and credits, and checks drawn 
on the campaign account, but it did not reflect activity associated with online contribution platforms where the 
investigation was unable to obtain records itemizing the sources of such contributions. 
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 22. Respondent's bank records show there was never a negative balance at any time 
during the relevant reporting periods.  To review the applicable bank records, see Exhibit 14. 

 23. On February 4, 2019, the filing deadline for the 2019 TR, Respondent's campaign 
depository showed a $0.00 account balance.  Owing to a bank-issued maintenance fee, the 
account reached a -$3.00 deficit balance on February 12, 2019.  The account subsequently 
accrued daily overdraft fees of $5.00 each until March 8, 2019, by which time the account had 
reached a -$78.00 deficit balance.  On March 11, 2019, this issue was resolved when the bank 
refunded the bank fees, again zeroing out the account, which was closed on March 31, 2019.  To 
review the applicable bank records, see Exhibit 14, pages 26-28. 

Respectfully submitted on March 4, 2021. 

____________________________ 
Courtenay Harrold Sheppard 
Investigation Specialist  

 

Current address of Respondent Current address of Complainant 

Mark Gotz Division of Elections 
154 N. Magnolia Lakes Blvd. 500 South Bronough Street – Room 316 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 

Name and Address of Filing Officer:  

Kristi Reid Willis, Chief  
Bureau of Election Records  
500 South Bronough Street – Room 316  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250  

Copy furnished to: Cole Kekelis, Chief Regulatory Counsel 
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FW: Mark Gotz (ID: 71776)

Willis, Kristi R. (Bronson) <Kristi.Willis@DOS.MyFlorida.com>
Wed 10/14/2020 2:14 PM
To:  Courtney Harrold <Courtney.Harrold@myfloridalegal.com>
See below.

From: Rowle e, Erika J. <Erika.Rowle e@dos.my orida.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 2:14 PM
To: Willis, Kris  R. (Bronson) <Kris .Willis@DOS.MyFlorida.com>
Subject: RE: Mark Gotz (ID: 71776)

Kris ,

2018 P2 – Error was “occupa on/business not provided “for contribu on #1.  The contribu on was deleted.  It is shown
on 2018 P3 with a speci c occupa on. 
                Last amendment to this report was 5/10/2019 which is the same date as the nal no ce.
2018 G7 – Name required (ini als not accepted) for contribu ons # 1 & #2.
                Last amended on 11/13/18.  This one has NOT been amended/corrected since the rst no ce audit went out
on 4/3/19.

From: Willis, Kris  R. (Bronson) <Kris .Willis@DOS.MyFlorida.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:58 PM
To: Rowle e, Erika J. <Erika.Rowle e@dos.my orida.com>
Subject: FW: Mark Gotz (ID: 71776)

Please review and let me know.

From: Courtney Harrold <Courtney.Harrold@my oridalegal.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:00 PM
To: Willis, Kris  R. (Bronson) <Kris .Willis@DOS.MyFlorida.com>
Subject: Mark Gotz (ID: 71776)



3/4/2021 Campaign Contributions - Division of Elections - Florida Department of State

https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/cgi-bin/TreFin.exe 1/1

Campaign Contributions
2018 General Election
Mark Gotz (REP)
State Representative 

About the Campaign Finance Data Base

Rpt Yr Rpt Type Date Amount   Contributor Name Address                                  City State Zip Occupation Typ InKind Desc
------ -------- ---------- ------------ ------------------------------ ---------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------- -------------------- --- ----------
2018   P3       07/09/2018    10,000.00 GOTZ MARK HOWARD PO BOX 881237, PORT SAINT LUCIE FL 34988 PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 34988 REAL ESTATE LOA

------------ 
10,000.00 

1 Contribution(s) Selected 

Query the Campaign Finance Data Base

[Department of State] [Division of Elections] [Candidates and Races] [Campaign Finance Information]
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Inv001 (10/07) 

FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 19-393 

Respondent:  Mark Gotz 

Complainant:  Division of Elections 

1. Date and time: 4/3/20 @ 3:13pm 
Name: Mark Gotz 
Phone #:  954-494-7433 
Summary: I called Mr. Gotz and left a voicemail.  I provided the case number, stated that 
I'd previously emailed him with the Affidavit of Background Info and also the LS letter - I 
reiterated the email address that I'd sent this to.  I stated that it was easiest to contact me 
via email, but also provided our office number, too.  I also used the *67 feature to keep my 
cell number private. 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CHS 

2. Date and time:      
Name:      
Phone #:        
Summary:      
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:      

3. Date and time:      
Name:      
Phone #:        
Summary:      
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:      

4. Date and time:      
Name:      
Phone #:        
Summary:      
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:      

5. Date and time:      
Name:      
Phone #:        
Summary:      
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:      
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