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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Alachua County Democratic Party 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 19-020 

 
TO:  Alachua County Democratic Party 
 Cynthia Moor Chestnut, Chair 
 PO Box 5216 
 Gainesville, FL 32627 
  

 
Alachua County SOE 
Josiah T. Walls Building, 515 N. Main Street, 
Suite 300 
Gainesville, FL 32601 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, May 14, 2019 at 8:30 am, or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Room 110-S, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items into the building 
and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
April 30, 2019 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-19-020 
 
NAME: ALACHUA COUNTY DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  01/22/19 

DATE REPORT DUE:  11/02/18 (2018 G7) 

DATE OF HAND DELIVERED RECEIPT:  12/05/18 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE:  33 

AMOUNT OF FINE:  $16,500.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (X) NUMBER OF DAYS (  )  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $5,180.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $4,812.55 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  01/11/19 

SUMMARY:  Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee is a political executive committee 
registered with the Alachua County Supervisor of Elections.  The PC’s chair is Cynthia Moore Chestnut and 
its treasurer was Chanae Baker.   

The Committee is appealing the fine, claiming several circumstances.  According to Cynthia Moore 
Chestnut, the treasurer was hospitalized from 10/9/18-10/11/18 and placed on bed rest from 10/11/18-1/4/19 
for a serious medical condition. Ms. Moore Chestnut also states that she did not receive notice regarding the 
late report from the treasurer or the filing officer. She notes that the Treasurer was not in contact with the 
Chair due to the Treasurer’s illness, and the Chair did not have access to passwords or filing information, 
preventing the filing of the report by a person other than the Treasurer.  
 
Ms. Moore Chestnut also states that the report was due the Friday before the General Election and that they 
were deeply involved in candidate campaigns and later involved in the recount. They request a waiver of 
the fine due to these circumstances. Medical documentation for the treasurer’s illness has been provided.  
 

• The 2018 G7 Original Report covers the period from 08/24/18-11/01/18; it was due on 11/02/18. 
• The 2018 G7 Original Report shows that it was filed on 12/05/18. 
•  Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee reported receiving 6 contributions, while 

making 8 expenditures. 
• The Alachua County Supervisor of Elections office sent emails and a note to FEC staff regarding 

Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee’s 2018 G7 report. A resignation letter from the 
treasurer was included in the documents from the SOE’s office.  

 
 

PRIOR CASES:  None.  
 
 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [  ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [ X ] 
POLITICAL PARTY [ X] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 



Alachua County  
Democratic Executive Committee 
PO Box 5216  
Gainesville, FL 32627 
www.alachuadems.org 
acdecchair@gmail.com 
 
Cynthia Moore Chestnut, Chair 

Democratic Party Center 
Tel: (352) 317-8291 

February 8, 2019 
Ms. Br’Axeton Wims 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
 
Dear Ms. Wims, 
 
On behalf of the Alachua County Democratic Party Executive Committee I am 
submitting for your consideration an appeal to the fine issued on January 14th 
2019.  Based on your January 23, letter we are forced with no other decision but 
to accept your decision and appeal based on unusual circumstances. I am 
appealing on the grounds of unusual circumstances as outlined in 2B-1.0055 
referenced in the original letter and the Supervisor of Elections failure to notify 
the Chair of the late report per the Florida Elections Commission Statutes 
Fla.Stat.106.29.3B. For your convenience in traversing the dates and 
circumstances mentioned throughout this letter, I have also included a brief 
timeline of events following the details of our appeal. 
 
2B-1.005, Referenced in the Florida Election Commission Letter 
dated Jan. 23, 2019 
 
2B-1.0055 (c): 
We believe that the Treasurer’s hospitalization from 10/9/18 to 10/11/18 and bed 
rest from 10/11/18 to 1/4/19 constitutes a “serious illness, disability or non-
elective surgery of the candidate or campaign treasurer” that prevented the 
timely filing of the report as outlined in 2B-1.0055(c). Please see the attached 
letter from Dr. Kwo Wei David Ho and UF Health Physicians for the mentioned 
necessary evidence of the nature of the medical intervention and the associated 
dates. 
 
2B-1.0055 (g)  
The Chair was not notified by the Treasurer that the report was late within the 
first 7-day period of the report being late as outlined in 2B-1.0055(g) which 
prevented the Chair from being able to file the report within a timely enough 
manner to avoid further financial penalties.  
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Florida Elections Commission Statutes and Rules 
 
Fla.Stat. 106.29.3B 
We also think it is worth noting that the Florida Elections Commission Statutes 
and Rules specifies that “Upon determining that a report is late, the filing officer 
shall immediately notify the chair of the executive committee or the leader of the 
affiliated party committee as defined in FLa.Stat. 103.092 as to the failure to file a 
report by the designated due date and that a fine is being assessed for each late 
day”. Unfortunately, the Supervisor of Elections did not notify the Chair that the 
report had not been filed. Had the Chair been notified in a timely manner, the 
report would have been filed closer to the deadline in order to avoid further 
financial penalties. 
 

Timeline of Events: 
 
11/2/2018: Report originally due 
12/20/2018: Report submitted online 
1/9/2019: Chair of ACDEC contacted the Supervisor of Elections which was 

the first time the SOE Office had contact with the Chair regarding the late 
filing of the report 

1/14/2019: First notification regarding the late filing of report from the SOE 
Office 
 
In closing, we think it is worth noting that the Treasurer was not in contact with 
the Chair due to the Treasurer’s illness and that the Chair did not have access to 
the passwords or filing information, preventing the filing of the report by a 
person other than the Treasurer. Further, we also find it important to note that in 
the 100 years of the Alachua County Democratic Party’s existence, records have 
always been filed in a timely manner. Finally, given the highly unusual nature of 
the 2018 election with the recount, we ask for your utmost consideration 
regarding this appeal. Based on the foregoing reasons we respectfully request a 
waiver of the fine. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Cynthia Moore Chestnut 
 
Cynthia Moore Chestnut, Chair 
Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee 
 
cc: Erin Riley, Deputy Agency Clerk 
attachment: Letter from Kwo Wei David Ho, M.D. 
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ALACHUA COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
PO Box5216 
GAINESVILLE, FL 32627 
WWW.ALACHUADEMS.ORG 
acdecchair@gmail.com 

CYNTHIA MOORE CHESTNUT, CHAIR 

Agency Clerk 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Fl_qrida 32399-1050 

Dear Agency Clerk, 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY CENTER 
TEL: (352) 317-8291 

JANUARY 1 4, 20 1 9 

I am filing an Appeal on behalf of the Alachua County Democratic Executive 
Committee pursuant to F.S., 106.29 (3) ©. We respectfully request that you waive 
the fine imposed for the following reasons and a Hearing if need be: 

1. The Treasurer was in the hospital 
2. The Chair had no access to password or information for filing 
3. The Report was due the Friday before the General Election and we were 

deeply involved in candidate campaigns 
4. The Chair was not notified by the Alachua County Supervisor of Elections 

Office that our Report was not received. 
5. Following the November 6th General Election we were involved in the 

Recount 

We ask that you please waive the fine imposed in the attached letter. Should you 
have additional questions I may be contacted at: 352-317-8291. 

Yours truly, _J _. 

~~~ 
Cynt1i1a Moore Chestnut 

cc: Kim A. Barton, Supervisor of Elections 
Alachua County 
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Vote 
Alachua 
KIM A. BARTON 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

January 11, 2019 

Alachua County Democratic Party 
Cynthia Moor Chestnut, Chair 
P.O. Box 5216 
Gainesville, FL 32627 

Dear Chair Chestnut: 

Your 2018 (18G7) Campaign Treasurer's Report was due in our office on November 2, 2018, which covers the period 

from August 24, 2018 to November 1, 2018. We did not receive your report until December 5, 2018. 

Florida Statues 106.29 (3) (b) states, "any county executive committee failing to file a report on the designated 

due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or 

expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. However, any executive 

committee that fails to file a report on the Friday immediately preceding special election or general election, the 

fine shall be $10,000 per day for each day a state executive committee is late, $10,000 per day for each day an 

affiliated party committee is late, and $500 per day for each day a county executive committee is late." Please 

note: The percentage method is not used for late-filed reports that are due immediately preceding a special 

election or general election for political parties or affiliated party committees (Florida Statues 106.29). 

The filing officer shall determine the amount of the fine based upon the earliest of the following: 

1. When the report is actually received by my office. 
-- .. - .,-~- - -- . 2. -- When the report is postmarked. 

3. Wheri the certificate of mailing is dated. 
4. When the receipt from an established courier company is dated. 
5. When the electronic receipt issued pursuant to s. 106.0705 is dated. 

We received your electronic receipt of your report on December 5, 2018. The report was 33 days late, so at $500.00 

per day, the total fine is $16,500.00. The fine shall be paid to our office within 20 days after receipt of this notice of 

payment due, unless you would like to appeal to the Florida Elections Commission. An officer or member of an 

executive committee shall not be personally liable for such fine. 

Pursuant to F.S. 106.29 (3) (c), "The chair of an executive committee may appeal or dispute the fine, based upon 

unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file on the designated due date, and may request and shall be 

entitled to a hearing before the Florida Elections Commission, which shall have the authority to waive the fine in 

whole or in part. Any such request shall be made within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment due. In 



Vote 
Alachua 
KIM A. BARTON 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

such case, the chair of the executive committee shall, within the 20-day period, notify the filing officer in writing 

of his or her intention to bring the matter before the commission." 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact my office at (352) 374-5252. 
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Dear Chair Chestnut: 

Your 2018 (18G7) Campaign Treasurer's Report was due in our office on November 2, 2018, which covers the period 

from August 24, 2018 to November 1, 2018. We did not receive your report until December 5, 2018. 

Florida Statues 106.29 (3) (b) states, "any county executive committee failing to file a report Jii the designated 

due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or 

expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. However, any executive 

committee that fails to file a report on the Friday immediately preceding special election or general election, the 

fine shall be $10,000 per day for each day a state executive committee is late, $10,000 per day for each day an 

affiliated party committee is late, and $500 per day for each day a county executive committee is late." Please 

note: The percentage method is not used for late-filed reports that are due immediately preceding a special 

election or general election for political parties or affiliated party committees (Florida.Statues 106.29). 

The filing officer shall determine the amount of the fine based upon the earliest of the following: 

1. When the report is actually received by my office. 
2. When the report is postmarked. 
3. When the certificate of mailing is dated. 
4. When the receipt from an established courier compa'lly is dated. 
5. When the electronic receipt issued pursuant to s. 106.0705 is dated. 

We received your electronic receipt of your report on December 5, 2018. The report was 33 days late, so at $500.00 

per day, the total fine is $16,500.00 .. The fine shall be paid to our office within 20 days after receipt of this notice of 

payment due, unless you would like to appeal to the Florida Elections Commission. An officer or member of an 

executive committee shall not be personally liable for such fine. 

Pursuant to F.S. 106.29 (3) (c), "The chair of an executive committee may appeal or dispute the fine, based upon 

unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file on the designated due date, and may request and shall be 

entitled to a hearing before the Florida Elections Commission, which shall have the authority to waive the fine in 

whole or in part. Any such request shall be made within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment due. In 
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Kim A. Barton 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Good afternoon, 

Cynthia Chestnut <acdecchair@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 1:11 PM 
Tim Williams 
Yvette Carreras; Kim A. Barton; Cynthia Chestnut 
Re: Chanae Baker 
Letter requesting Treasurer Bakers resignation.docx 

Attached is the letter sent to Chanae Baker on January 16, requesting her resignation as Treasurer of the 
Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee. She did not submit a letter of resignation, instead, she sent 
an email on January 23, stating her resignation. I submitted a copy of that email this morning, along with my 
acceptance of her resignation. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Moore Chestnut, Chair 
Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee 
acdecchair@gmail.com 
M: 352.317.8291 



Kim A. aarton 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Cynthia Chestnut (via Google Docs) <cchestnut49@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 9:23 AM 
Kim A. Barton 

Chanae Baker's Resignation 
Chanae Baker's Resignation.pdf 

Cynthia Chestnut has attached the following document: 

B 
Chanae Baker's Resignation 

Google Docs: Create and edit documents online. 

Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA 

You have received this email because someone shared a document with you from Google Docs. 

1 

Google·" 



MG mail 
Cynthia Chestnut <acdecchair@gmail.com> 

Re: Update 
1 message 

Cynthia Chestnut <acdecchair@gmail.com> 

Wed, Jan 23, 2019 at 11 :53 PM To: Chanae Baker <cljackson5677@gmail.com> 
Cc: jtexconsult@gmail.com, Richard Powell <rhpowell43@gmail.com>, gainesvilledemocrat@gmail.com. 

stefanmarcie@gmail.com, Stephen Adams <stephon.adams2@gmail.com>, Tina Certain 

<certainte@bellsouth.net> Horace Moore <horacejustice@horacejustice.cmn~, 

saseddie@bellsouth.net, amoljethwani@gmail.com, mebmark@gmail.com, 
Barbara McDade Gordon <bmcdade07@gmail.com> Bee: acdecchair@gmail.com 

Hi Chanae, Thank you, I accept your resignation as treasurer of the ACDEC. Best 

regards, 

Cynthia Moore Chestnut Sent from my iPad 

On Jan 23, 2019, at 8:29 PM, Chanae Baker <cljackson5677@gmail.com> 

wrote 

Hi, 

This is email is in response to your request for Treasurer resignation. I have 

received your letter and this email serves as my resignation. 

Thank you, 

Chanae Baker 

On Fri, Jan 18, 2019 at 8:22 AM Cynthia Chestnut <acdecchair@gmail.com> 

wrote: 
Good Morning, 

Per the request of the body at the General Meeting of the AC DEC on January 9. the attached 

letter was sent by Certified Mail and US Mail to Treasuer Cha nae Baker. Both letters 
were mailed on January 16. 

On Monday. January 14. I received a letter from the Supervisor of Elections indicating 



the amount of the fine to AC DEC for late filing of the Campaign Treasurer's 

Report, $16,500. I appealed the fine on the same day by letter. 

Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to give me a call at 317-8291. 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Moore Chestnut, Chair Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee 

acdecchair@gmail.com M: 352.317.8291 

Chanae Baker 















Many thanks! 

Cynthia. 

Cynthia Moore Chestnut, Chair 
Alachua County Democratic Executive Committee 
acdecchair@gmail.com 
M: 352.317.8291 
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