
AMENDED NOH 
FEC # 20-600 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Andy Mele 

/ 
 

 
Case No.:  FEC 20-600 

TO:  Andy Mele 
 1443 Sea Gull 
 Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

AMENDED NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
(ONLY CHANGES MADE WERE TO CORRECT WEBINAR ID &  

TELECONFERENCE DIAL-IN NUMBER & ACCESS CODE 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 31, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon 

thereafter as the parties can be heard.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  Enclosed 
you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID: 116499747 or via 
teleconference by dialing (877) 309-2074 and entering the meeting access code 339-753-920, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely.  Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact Commission 
staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances 

will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to 

the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, 

some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided 
by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately 
on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 
minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on 

this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record 

of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West 

Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 23, 2021 

 



AMENDED NOH 
FEC # 20-600 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.





NOH 
FEC # 20-600 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Andy Mele 

/ 
 

 
Case No.:  FEC 20-600 

TO:  Andy Mele 
 1443 Sea Gull 
 Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 31, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  Enclosed 
you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID: 411242395 or via 
teleconference by dialing (877) 568-4108 and entering the meeting access code 648-343-135, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely.  Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact Commission 
staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances 

will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to 

the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, 

some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided 
by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately 
on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 
minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on 

this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record 

of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West 

Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 13, 2021 



NOH 
FEC # 20-600 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.





Aut047 (11/08) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC 20-600 
 
NAME: ANDY MELE 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 12/02/2020 

DATE REPORT DUE: 08/14/2020 (2020 P7) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 10/19/2020 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 66 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $3,175.33 

FINE BASED ON: (  ) NUMBER OF DAYS (X) 25% OF RECEIPTS (  ) 25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $12,701.33 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $0 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 11/24/2020 (Final Fine Notice) 

SUMMARY: Andy Mele was a candidate for State Representative, District 71, in the 2020 elections. Mr. 
Mele was his own treasurer. 
 
Andy Mele is appealing the fine claiming that he sent the report to Mindy LaCroix on August 17th for Ms. 
LaCroix to submit. Mr. Mele asserts that Ms. LaCroix was his treasurer. According to Mr. Mele, he is 
“willing to pay the fine for being 4 or 5 days late, but not for two months!” Mr. Mele included a partial 
screenshot from Microsoft Excel to show when he sent the report. 
 

 The 2020 P7 Original Report covers the period from 08/01/20-08/13/20; it was due on 08/14/20. 
 The 2020 P7 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 08/14/20.1 
 Andy Mele reported receiving 33 contributions while making zero expenditures. 
 FEC staff was advised, “The candidate filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 08/14/20. A 

waiver is not a report. On 10/19/20, the candidate filed a report showing $12,701.33 of activity. 
The fine is based on 25% of the activity.” 

 The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Andy Mele’s 2020 P7 report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: None.  

 
 

 

 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 

CANDIDATE  [ X ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] CITY  [  ] 













Name: Period:Report:

ID

Andy Mele 08/01/2020 08/13/2020

76043 Page 1 of 2CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

to2020 P7

Amount

AmendIn-Kind Description

Contributor Occupation

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

08/01/2020

1 GARRA, KATHRYN

7060 VENICE WAY #3102

NAPLES, FL 34119 CHE

ADMINI
$1.02  

ADD

08/02/2020

2 ELSWICK, DENISE

6904 7TH AVE. BLVD NW

BRADENTON, FL 34209 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$25.00  

ADD

08/03/2020

3 EACHO, WILLIAM

6223 KENNEDY DR.

CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$50.00  

ADD

08/03/2020

4 MELE ANDRE

1444 SEA GULL CT.

PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950 LOA

CANDIDATES
$1,200.00  

ADD

08/03/2020

5 WOLFE, WILLIAM

525 SOUTH FLAGLER DRIVE

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33401 CHE

EXECUTIVEI
$50.98  

ADD

08/04/2020

6 LEVIN, JOAN

14 UPLAND LANE

ARMONK, NY 10504 CHE

ATTORNEYI
$1.96  

ADD

08/04/2020

7 COLLIER, KENT

243 8TH ST. APT. 1R

BROOKLYN, NY 11215 CHE

CEOI
$98.04  

ADD

08/04/2020

8 COLLIER, KENT

243 8TH ST. APT. 1R

BROOKLYN, NY 11215 CHE

CEOI
$58.82  

ADD

08/04/2020

9 LEVENSON, BRUCE

11529 TWINING LANE

POTOMAC, MD 20854 CHE

PARTNERI
$1,000.00  

ADD

08/04/2020

10 MELE ANDRE

1444 SEA GULL CT.

PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950 LOA

CANDIDATES
$5,000.00  

ADD

08/04/2020

11 STONE, DANIEL

75 LIVINGSTON ST.  14D

BROOKLYN, NY 11201 CHE

PRODUCT MANAGERI
$2.00  

ADD

08/06/2020

12 WERLINK, RUDY

1220 STONE HARBOUR

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708 CHE

SCIENTISTI
$2.00  

ADD

08/06/2020

13 BERNSTEIN, JILL

300 SEMINOLE AVE. APT. 5A

PALM BEACH, FL 33480 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$100.00  

ADD

08/07/2020

15 GARCIA, ELIZABETH

344 ROSELING CROSSING

DAVENPORT, FL 33897 CHE

COUNSELORI
$1.00  

ADD

08/08/2020

16 DIAL, DONNA

520 WREN AVE.

MIAMI, FL 33166 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$2.00  

ADD

08/09/2020

17 SRAMEK, ANDRA

109 CHERRYWOOD DR.

FISHKILL, NY 12424 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$100.00  

ADD

08/10/2020

18 SCHAFFER, JOANNE

2219 SW 59 AVE.

MIAMI, FL 33155 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$3.92  

ADD

08/10/2020

19 ARMAN-VALDIVIA, JESSIKA

3232 MAYFLOWER ST.

SARASOTA, FL 34231 CHE

REALTORI
$100.00  

ADD

08/10/2020

20 BLAND, SONYA

6525 KIOWA CT.

PLANO, TX 75023 CHE

BARISTAI
$2.00  

ADD

08/10/2020

21 CLINE, DYLAN

4274 QUEEN ANNE DR.

UNION CITY, CA 94587 CHE

TEACHERI
$1.00  

ADD

Prepared on: 12/9/20  8:17:45AM* Incomplete Record 10/19/20   4:35 pmReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID

Andy Mele 08/01/2020 08/13/2020

76043 Page 2 of 2CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

to2020 P7

Amount

AmendIn-Kind Description

Contributor Occupation

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

08/10/2020

22 MELE ANDRE

1444 SEA GULL CT.

PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950 LOA

CANDIDATES
$3,000.00  

ADD

08/10/2020

23 JOHNSTON, MICHELLE

4927 TAYWATER DELL

SARASOTA, FL 34235 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$25.00  

ADD

08/11/2020

24 KIRSCH, CAROL

"2121 WEBSTER ST., APT. 301"

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$19.61  

ADD

08/11/2020

25 JOSEPH, VICTORIA

7120 FAIRFAX RD.

BETHESDA, MD 20814 CHE

PSYCHOTHERAPISTI
$4.90  

ADD

08/11/2020

26 WEINTRAUB, RONALD

"975 MEMORIAL DRIVE, APT. 211"

CAMBRIDGE, MD 2138 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$400.00  

ADD

08/12/2020

27 TRIGG, ANN

71 QUALLA HILLS ROAD

WHITTIER, NC 28789 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$1.00  

ADD

08/12/2020

28 GRAHAM, ROBYN

17329 BIRCHWOOD LANE

FORT MYERS, FL 33908 CHE

LOGISTICSI
$1.00  

ADD

08/12/2020

29 BROWN, INETTE

2300 WOLF ST. UNIT 4B

DALLAS, TX 75201 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$102.00  

ADD

08/13/2020

30 ZIOMEK, JOE AND GWEN

6106 MISTY OAKS ST.

SARASOTA, FL 34243 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$1,000.00  

ADD

08/13/2020

31 HIMMELFARB, ELLIOTT

1235 CENTER PLACE

SARASOTA, FL 34236 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$100.00  

ADD

08/13/2020

32 WOLFE, WILLIAM

525 SOUTH FLAGLER DR.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33401 CHE

EXECUTIVEI
$52.00  

ADD

08/06/2020

33 PESKOWSKI, PENELOPE

4801 INDIAN LANE NW

WASHINGTON, DC 20016 CHE

NOT EMPLOYEDI
$196.08  

ADD

Prepared on: 12/9/20  8:17:45AM* Incomplete Record 10/19/20   4:35 pmReviewed On:
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Andy Mele 08/01/2020 08/13/2020

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES

to2020 P7

Amount

Amend
PurposeType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 12/9/20  8:17:45AM* Incomplete Record 10/19/20   4:35 pmReviewed On:
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Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS

to2020 P7

Amount

Amend
Nature of AccountType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  
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Amount

AmendRelated Expenditure

Recipient Purpose

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  
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