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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Phillip J. Brutus 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 16-588 

 
TO:  Phillip J. Brutus 
 4000 North State Road 7, Ste. 214 
 Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33319 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 16, 2017 at 8:30 am, or as soon 

thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Room 110-
S, Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Amy McKeever Toman 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 1, 2017 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Florida Elections Commission, 
Petitioner, 

17 MA Y 3 I AM 11: 2 5 

ST.l\ff Of FLOHIDA 
ELECTIONS COMMISSIOM 

Case No.: FEC 16-588 
v. 

Phillip J. Brutus, 
Respondent. 

ORDER OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

THIS MATTER was heard by the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) at its 

regularly scheduled meeting on May 17, 2017, in Tallahassee, Florida. 

On March 8, 2017, Staff recommended to the Commission that there was probable cause 

to believe that the Florida Election Code was violated. The facts articulated in Staffs 

Recommendation are adopted by reference and incorporated herein. Based on the Complaint, 

Report of Investigation, Staffs Recommendation, and oral statements (if any) made at the 

probable cause hearing, the Commission finds that there is probable cause to charge Respondent 

with the following violation(s): 

Count 1: 

On or about October 7, 2016, Respondent violated Section 
106.07(2)(b) 1., Florida Statutes, when Respondent failed to file an 
addendum to his 2016 P7 Report within seven days of receiving 
notice from the filing officer that his 2016 P7 Report was 
incomplete. 

P:/Order of Probable Cause.docx (07/14) 
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DONE AND ORDERED by the Florida Elections Commission on May 17, 2017. 

Copies furnished to: 
Eric M. Lipman, General Counsel 
Phillip J. Brutus, Respondent 
Division of Elections, Complainant 

M. Scott Thomas, Chairman 
Florida Elections Commission 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO A HEARING 

As the Respondent, you may elect to resolve this case in several ways. First, you may elect to 
resolve this case by consent order where you and Commission staff agree to resolve the 
violation(s)s and agree to the amount of the fine. The consent order is then presented to the 
Commission for its approval. To discuss a consent order, contact the FEC attorney identified in 
the Order of Probable Cause. 

Second, you may request an informal hearing held before the Commission, if you do not dispute 
any material fact in the Staff Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Order of 
Probable Cause is filed with the Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order was 
filed appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order. At the hearing, you 
will have the right to make written or oral arguments to the Commission concerning the legal 
issues related to the violation(s) and the potential fine. At the request of Respondent, the 
Commission will consider and determine willfulness at an informal hearing. Otherwise, live 
witness testimony is unnecessary. 

Third, you may request a formal hearing held before an administrative law judge in the Division 
of Administrative Hearings (DOAH), if you dispute any material fact in the Staff 
Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Order of Probable Cause is filed with the 
Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order was filed appears in the upper right­
hand comer of the first page of the order. At the hearing, you will have the right to present 
evidence relevant to the violation(s) listed in this order, to cross-examine opposing witnesses, to 
impeach any witness, and to rebut the evidence presented against you. 

If you do not elect to resolve the case by consent order or request a formal hearing at the DOAH 
or an informal hearing before the Commission within 30 days of the date this Order of Probable 
Cause is filed with the CoJlll11ission, the case will be sent to the Commission for a formal or 
informal hearing, depending on whether the facts are in dispute. The date this order was filed 
appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order. 

P:/Order of Probable Cause.docx (07/14) 
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To request a hearing, please send a written request to the Commission Clerk, Donna Ann 
Malphurs. The address of the Commission Clerk is 107 W. Gaines Street, Collins Building, 
Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050. The telephone number is (850) 922-4539. The 
Clerk will provide you with a copy of Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code, and other 
applicable rules upon request. No mediation is available. 

P:/Order of Probable Cause.docx (07/14) 
FEC Case# 16-588 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 
In Re:   Phillip J. Brutus 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 16-588 

 
TO:  Phillip J. Brutus 
 4000 North State Road 7, Ste. 214 
 Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33319 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, May 17, 2017 at 10:30 am, or as soon 

thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Augustus B. Turnbull Conference Center, 555 West 
Pensacola Street, Room 214, Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as 

follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission 
requests that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case 
be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections 

Commission on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the 
hearings on other confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the 

official record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the 
hearing. 

 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Amy McKeever Toman 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 1, 2017 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine 
on you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, 
you have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there 
were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your 
case.  If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after 
considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not 
timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has 
been made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission 
accepts the consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent 
order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless 
confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts 
the consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a 
decision to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if 
the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that 
the Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain 
how the staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not 
testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  
The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the 
Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an 
opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable 
Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, 
he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial 
affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.



STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 


In Re: Phillip J. Brutus Case No.: FEC 16-588 

-----------------------------, 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 

Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)( c), Florida Statutes, undersigned counsel files this written 
recommendation for disposition of the referral in this case recommending that there is probable 
cause to charge Respondent with violating Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes. Based 
upon a thorough review of the Report of Investigation submitted on February 21, 2017, the 
following facts and law support this staff recommendation: 

1. On October 18, 2016, the Florida Elections Commission ("Commission") 
received a referral from the Division of Elections ("Division") alleging Phillip J. Brutus 
("Respondent") violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

2. Respondent was a candidate for the Florida Senate, District 38, in the 2016 
election. Respondent's Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign 
Depository for Candidates form ("DS-DE 9") was filed with the Division on February 9, 2016. 
Respondent appointed himself as his campaign treasurer. (ROI Exhibit 2)1 

3. By letter dated January 23, 2017, the Executive Director notified Respondent that 
Commission staff would investigate the following alleged violation: 

Section 106.07(2)(b)I., Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2016 
candidate for the office of State Senate, acting as his own treasurer, 
failed to timely make necessary amendments to the 2016 P7 
campaign treasurer's report, as alleged in the complaint. 

4. By letter dated February 10, 2016, Kristi Reid Bronson, Division of Elections, 
Chief, Bureau of Election Records, notified Respondent that the Division had received his DS­
DE 9 and that Respondent's name had been placed on the 2016 active candidate list. The letter 
also contained a security envelope with Respondent's confidential PIN number to access the 
Division's electronic filing system. (ROI Exhibit 3, page 1) 

The Report oflnvestigation shaH be referred to herein as "ROl." 

Staff Recommendation FEe 16-588 1 



5. Ms. Bronson's February 10, 2016 letter further advised Respondent that all the 
Division's publications and reporting forms were available on the Division's website and 
directed Respondent to print a copy of Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, the Candidate 
and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, and the Calendar of Reporting Dates. (ROI Exhibit 3, 
page 3) 

6. The 2016 P7 Report covering the dates of August 13, 2016, through August 25, 
2016, was due on August 26,2016. Respondent timely filed his 2016 P7 Report, however, it was 
incomplete. (Attachments A and B) 

7. On August 30, 2016, the Division sent notification to Respondent that his 2016 P7 
Report was incomplete and Respondent had seven days from receipt of the notice to correct the 
errors on the attached Error Report and file an amended 2016 P7 Report. The letter also stated 
that if the information was reported accurately, Respondent should provide a written explanation 
to the Division addressing the issues noted in the Error Report. (ROI Exhibit 4)2 

8. On September 12, 2016, the Division sent notification to Respondent that his 
2016 P7 Report was incomplete and Respondent had seven days from receipt of the notice to 
correct the errors on the attached Error Report and file an amended 2016 P7 Report. (ROI 
Exhibit 5) 

9. On September 27, 2016, the Division sent a "Final Notice" to Respondent 
notifying him that his 2016 P7 Report remained incomplete and Respondent had seven days from 
receipt of the notice to correct the errors on the attached Error Report and file an amended 2016 
P7 Report. The letter also stated that if the information was reported accurately, Respondent 
should provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issues noted in the Error 
Report. The September 27,2016 letter was confirmed delivered on September 30, 2016. (ROJ 
Exhibit 6) 

10. On December 27, 2016, Respondent filed an amended 2016 P7 Report correcting 
the errors identified by the Division. (ROI Exhibits 7 and 8) 

11. Based upon the information above, it appears Respondent failed to file an 
amended 2016 P7 Report correcting the errors on his 2016 P7 Report within seven days of 
receiving notification from the Division that the report was incomplete. 

12. "Probable Cause" is defined as a reasonable grounds of suspicion supported by 
circumstances sufficiently strong to warrant a cautious person in the belief that the person has 
committed the offense charged. Schmitt v. State, 590 So.2d 404, 409 (Fla. 1991). Probable 
cause exists where the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator] has reasonably 
trustworthy information, are sufficient in themselves for a reasonable man to reach the 
conclusion that an offense has been committed Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles v. Favino, 667 So.2d 305, 309 (Fla. 151 DCA 1995). 

Section 1 06.07(2)(b) 1., Fla. Stat. does not require a campaign treasurer to provide a written explanation to the 
Division addressing the issues noted in an Error Report if the information was reported accurately. 

Staff Recommendation FEe \6-588 2 
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13. The above facts show Respondent was a candidate for the Florida Senate, District 
38, in the 2016 election. Respondent's 2016 P7 Report was timely filed, however, it was 
incomplete. On August 30, 2016, September 12, 2016, and September 27, 2016, the Division 
sent a letter notifying Respondent that his 2016 P7 Report was incomplete and that he had seven 
days from receipt of the notification to correct the errors and file an amended 2016 P7 Report. 
The Division's September 27, 2016 notification was continned delivered on September 30, 2016. 

14. The above facts also show that Respondent did not correct the errors and file an 
amended 2016 P7 Report within seven days of receiving notification from the filing officer that 
his 2016 P7 Report was incomplete. 

Based upon these facts and circumstances, I recommend that the Commission find 
probable cause to charge Respondent with the following: 

Count 1: 

On or about October 7, 2016, Respondent violated Section 
1 06.07(2)(b) 1., Florida Statutes, when Respondent failed to file an 
addendum to his 2016 P7 Report within seven days of receiving 
notice from the filing officer that his 2016 P7 Report was 
incomplete. 

Respectfully submitted March L , 2017, 

Eric M. Lipman 
General Counsel 

I reviewed this Staff Recommendation this ~ay of March 2017. 

Amy McKeever 
Executive Direc or 

Staff Recommendation FEe 16-588 3 



Calendar of Reporting Dates 

for 2016 Candidates registered with the Division of Elections 

Cover Period Re~ort Code Due Date 

12/01/15 - 12/31/15 2015 M12 01/11/16 

01/01/16 ­ 01/31/16 2016 Ml · 02/10/16 
02/01/16 ­ 02/29/16 2016 M2 03/10/16 
03/01/16 - 03/31/16 2016 M3 04/11/16 

04/01/16 - 04/30/16 2016 M4 05/10/16 

05/01/16 - 05/31/16 2016 M5 06/10/16 

06/01/16 - 06/24/16 2016 Pl 07/01/16 
06/25/16 - 07/08/16 2016 P2 07/15/16 

07/09/16-07/22/16 2016 P3 07/29/16 

07/23/16-07/29/16 2016 P4 08/05/16 

07/30/16 - 08/05/16 2016 P5 08/12/16 

08/06/16 - 08/12/16 2016 P6 08/19/16 

08/13/16 - 08/25/16 2016 P7 08/26/16 

08/26/16 - 09/02/16 2016 Gl 09/09/16 

09/03/16 - 09/16/16 2016 G2 09/23/16 

09/17/16 - 09/30/16 2016 G3 10/07/16 

10/01/16 - 10/07/16 2016 G4 10/14/16 

10/08/16 - 10/14/16 2016 G5 10/21/16 

10/15/16 - 10/21/16 2016 G6 10/28/16 

10/22/16 - 11/03/16 2016 G7 11/04/16 

Termination Reports 

Due DateCover Period Re~ort Code 

After May Qualifying TR 08/04/16 

After June Qualifying TR 09/22/16 

Primary Election. TR 11/28/16 

TR 02/06/17General Election 

ATTACHMENT A 




31112017 FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report 

search I dlreclorv I conta t us I 411 I suhscribe I tour I help 

Florida Department of State - Division of Elections 
Florida Election System Reports 

L Jt1 IIddlb,( Immlltee L. lkllf Candidate Name: Phillip J. Brutus 

Name Account: 65237 

Days FIne AmolJlll Amouflt[I" 111·n D II" D It:" Type [ -ile riled talll Appealed
Lute As~ess d Finel1 Pt'lld 

2016 Election 
21612017 TR 216/2017 

Ill.! t 65237 11/4/2016 G7 11/5/2016 FEC $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 

y 10/28/2016 G6 10/28/2016fvpe Candidate 
10/21/2016 G5 10/18/2016

ISearch II Reset I 10/14/2016 G4 10/14/2016 
101712016 G3 1017/2016 

9123/2016 G2 9/24/2016 FEe 1 $50.00 $50.00 $0.00 

9/9/2016 G1 9/9/2016 

8/2612016 P7 812612016 

8119/2016 P6 811912016 

8/1212016 P5 8/5/2016 

8/5/2016 P4 8/11/2016 APP 6 $62.50 $62.50 $0.00 

7/29/2016 P3 7/30/2016 APP 0 $212.50 $212.50 $0.00 

7/29/2016 P3 7/30/2016 CLO $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

7/15/2016 P2 7/1512016 

7/1/2016 P1 7/1/2016 

6/10/2016 M5 611/2016 

511012016 M4 5/10/2016 

4/11/2016 M3 4/11/2016 

3/10/2016 M2 311012016 

ATTACHMENT b 


https:l/doesecure.dos.state.ft .uslfeclFilingHistoryAsp?AcctNum=65237&cboElection=20161108-GEN&cboType=CAN&txtName= 1/1 

https:l/doesecure.dos.state.ft.uslfeclFilingHistoryAsp?AcctNum=65237&cboElection=20161108-GEN&cboType=CAN&txtName


FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


Case No.: FEC 16-588 


Respondent: Phillip J. Brutus 
Counsel for Respondent: nJa 

Complainant: Division of Elections 
Counsel for Complainant: nJa 

On October 18, 2016, the Florida Elections Commission ("Commission") received a 
sworn complaint alleging that Respondent violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. Commission 
staff investigated whether Respondent violated the following statute: 

Section 1 06.07(2)(b) 1, Florida Statutes, failure of the treasurer of a 
candidate to file an addendum to an incomplete report after 
receiving notice from the filing officer. 

I. Preliminary Information: 

1. Respondent was a candidate for State Senator, Distrjct 38. He was defeated in the 
2016 general election. 

2. Complainant is the Division of Elections (DOE). 

3. Respondent's filing officer is Kristi Reid-Bronson, Chjef, Bureau of Election 
Records. 

II. Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(2)(b)l, Florida Statutes: 

4. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by not 
filing an addendum to the 2016 P7 Report, after receiving notice that it was incomplete. 

5. A DOE staff representative, Kristi Reid-Bronson, submitted a sworn affidavit 
dated October 14, 2016 regarding Respondent's failure to file an addendum to the 2016 P7 
Report. To view a copy of the October 14,2016 sworn affidavit, refer to exhibit 1. 

6. On February 9, 2016, Respondent filed his origjnal Appointment of Campaign 
Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository form (OS-DE 9) with his filing officer. 
Respondent appointed himself as his own campaign treasurer. To view a copy of Respondent's 
OS-DE 9 form, refer to exhibit 2. 

7. On February 10, 2016, Complainant mailed Respondent a letter acknowledging 
receipt of the OS-DE 9 form and informing him that his name had been placed on the 2016 
active candidate list. To view a copy of the February 10, 2016 acknowledgement letter, refer to 
exhibit 3. 

ROJ (07116) 



the requirements of Florida's election laws. Therefore, please print a copy of the following 
documents: Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and Campaign Treasurer 
Handbook, Calendar of Reporting Dates, and Rule 1 S-2.0 17, Florida Administrative Code". To 
view a copy of the February 10,2016 acknowledgement letter, refer to exhibit 3. 

17. On February 9, 2016, Respondent filed his Statement of Candidate for State 
Senate, District 38 acknowledging that he had been provided access to read and understand the 
requirements of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. To view a copy of the Statement of Candidate, 
refer to exhibit 9. 

2lfullYIS:bm:~;2J' 20J~ 


Cedric Oliver 
Investigation Specialist 

Current address of Respondent Current address of Complainant 

The Honorable Phillip 1. Brutus Division of Elections 
4000 North State Road, Suite 214 500 South Bronough Street, Room 316 
Lauderdale Lakes, FI 33319 Tallahassee, FI 32399 

Name and Address of Filing Officer: 

Ms. Kristi Reid-Bronson 
Bureau of Election Records Chief 
500 South Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FI 32399 

Copy furnished to: Mr. David Flagg, Investigations Manager 

ROI (07/ 16) 3 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


Phillip J. Brutus -- FEe 16-588 


LIST OF EXHIBITS 

Exhibits #s Description of Exhibits 

Exhibit 1 Sworn affidavit from Kristi Reid-Bronson 

Exhibit 2 Respondent's DS-DE 9 fonn 

Exhibit 3 Acknowledgement Letter 

Exhibit 4 August 30, 2016 failure-to-amend letter 

Exhibit 5 September 12, 2016 fail ure-to-amend letter 

Exhibit 6 September 27, 2016 Final Notice failure-to-amend letter 

Exhibit 7 Respondent's filing history/20 16 P7 Queued-Transaction Report 

Exhibit 8 Email from Kristi Reid-Bronson 

Exhibit 9 Statement of Candidate 

Inv004 (5/08) 



AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF FLORIDA 

County of Leon 

Kristi Reid Bronson, being duly sworn, says: 

1. 	 I am the Chief of the Bureau of Election Records of the Division of Elections (Division). 
In that capacity, I oversee the Division's duties related to the filing of campaign finance 
reports. 

2. 	 This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge, including information obtained from 
review of the attached records, of which I am the custodian. 

3. 	 I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. 

4. 	 Representative Phillip 1. Brutus (65237) is a 2016 candidate for the office of State Senate. 

5. 	 On February 9, 2016, Representative Brutus filed the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer 
and Designation of Campaign Depository with the Division. He appointed himself as 
treasurer. (See attached documents and acknowledgment letter.) 

6. 	 On August 30, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Bruce notification that the 2016 
P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See attached letter.) 

7. 	 On September 12, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Brutus notification that the 
2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See attached letter.) 

8. 	 On September 27, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Brutus final notification with 
delivery confirmation that the 2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See 
attached letter and delivery confirmation.) 

EXH'B'T~(\ a~_\ ~~~j
INV035 (5/00) 



9. As of October 14,2016, the 2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report remains incomplete. 

I hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing information is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

~-

g ,.AAA"L::j{ ) '-AU .~ 
Sig ~ature of Affiant I 
Sw~rn to (or affirmedrand subscribed before me this 14th day 
of October, 20] 6 . 

Print, Type, or Stamp Commis-sioned Name of Notary Public 
Personally Known ~ 

EXHIBIT_\ (~_~~____ j)fNV03S (5/00) 



APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

(Sect ion 106.021(1), F.S.) 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 

W; ' N=~AND DEL/VERi 
f)("I )( ·· "·· · · ..· " •
J L ,," . . .,. , , ,. ~ 11'1' 

"" I I • .,.! .... '. 

2U16 FEB -9 PM I: 38 

OFFICE USE ONL 

IZI In~ial Filing of Form Re-filing to Change: 0 Treasurer/Deputy 0 Depository 0 Office 0 Par 

2. Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 

Phillip J. Brutus 

3-,-Address (include post office box or street, city, state, zip 
code) 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

1-­4-.T-e-le-p-h-o-ne-------.--5­. E---m-a-il-a-d-dr-e-s-s------1Suite 800 

(305 ) 790-1038 phillipbrutus@gmail.com North Miami, Florida 33181 

6. Office sought (include district, circuit, group number) 

State Senate District 38 
7. If a candidate for Ci nOlipartisan cff!::c, ch~ck if 

applicable:

D My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate 

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill in name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

o Write-In 0 No Party Affiliation !XI Democratic Party candidate. 

9. I have appOinted the following person to act as my !Xl Campaign Treasurer 0 Deputy Treasurer 

10. Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

Phillip J. Brutus 

11. Mailing Address 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

13. City 

North Miami 
14. County 

Miami-Dade 
15. State 

Florida 
16. Zip Code 

33181 

12. Telephone 

( 305 ) 790-1038 
17. E-mail address 

phill ipbrutus@gmail.com 

18. I have designated the following bank as my !XI Primary Depository o Secondary Depository 

19. Name of Bank 

Bank of America 

20. Address 

21. City 

North Miami 
22. County 

Miami-Dade 
23. State 

Florida 

UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY. I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FOR 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT T 

25. Date 

February 4,2016 x 
27. 

I, 

Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in th 

Phillip J. Brutus 

(Please Print or Type Name) 

designated above as: l81 Campaign Treasurer 

February 4, 2016 x 
Date EXHIBIT_...8~ - ­

24. Zip Code 

~3~/~1 
NT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER AI­

ARE TRUE. 

. __ 




rLORIDA DEPARTMENT OJ STAT~ 
RICK SCOTT KEN DETZNER 

Governor Secretary of State 

February 10, 20 J 6 

The Honorable Phillip J. Brutus 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 800 
North Miami, Florida 33181 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

This will acknowledge receipt of the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of 
Campaign Depository for the office of State Senator, which was placed on file in our office on 
February 09, 2016. Your name has been placed on the 2016 active candidate list. 

CampaieD Treasurer's Reports 

Your first campaign treasurer's report will be due on March 10,2016. The report will cover the 
period of February 1-29,2016 (M2). All candidates who file reports with the Division of 
Elections are required to file by means of the Division's Electronic Filing System (EFS). 

Credentials and Sign-ODS 

Below is the web address to access the EFS and your user identification number. The enclosed 
sealed envelope contains your initial password. Once you have logged in using the initial 
password, you will be immediately prompted to change it to a confidential sign-on. You, your 
campaign treasurer, and deputy treasurers are responsible for protecting this password from 
disclosure and are responsible for all filings using these credentials, unless the Division is notified 
that your credentials have been compromised. 

EfS Website Address: https:llefs.dos .state.flus 
Identification Number: 65237 

Division of Elections 
R.A. 	Gray Building, Suite 316. 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399 ~ 

850.245.6240 • 850.245.6260 (Fax) dos.myflorida.com/electiona/ FLORIDA 
*rl!\JW }" ()I * 
ELECTIONS 

https:llefs.dos.state.flus


Phillip 1. Brutus 
February 10, 2016 
Page Two 

Pin Numbers 

Pin numbers are confidential secure credentials that allow you to submit reports and update 
personal information. The enclosed sealed envelope contains confidential pin numbers for you. 

Each candidate is required to provide the Division of Elections with confidential personal 
infonnation that may be used to allow access in the event this password is forgotten or lost. When 
you enter the campaign account screen, there will be a drop down box where you pick a question 
(such as What is your mother 's maiden name?) and supply an answer. All passwords and answers 
to questions are stored as encrypted data and cannot be viewed by Division staff and given out 
over the phone. Please notify the Division if your credentials have been compromised. 

Timely Filing 

All reports filed must be completed and filed through the EFS not later than midnight of the due 
date. Reports not ftled by midnight of the due date are late filed and subject to the penalties in 
Section 106.07(8), Florida Statutes. In the event that the EFS is inoperable on the due date, the 
report will be accepted as timely filed if filed no later than midnight of the first business day the 
EFS becomes operable. No fine will be levied during the period the EFS was inoperable. 

Any candidate failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 
per day for the first 3 days late and, thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% 
of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. 
However, for reports immediately preceding each primary and general election, the fine shall be 
$500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever 
is greater, for the period covered by the late report . 

Electronic Receipts 

The person submitting the report on the EFS will be issued an electronic receipt indicating and 
verifying the report was filed. Each campaign treasurer's report filed by means of the EFS is 
considered to be under oath by the candidate and campaign treasurer and such persons are subject 
to the provisions of Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes. 

EXHIBIT 3(~b 3} 




Phillip J. Brutus 

February 10, 2016 

Page Three 


Instructions and Assistance 

An online instruction guide is available to you on the EFS to assist with navigation, data entry, and 
submission of reports. The Division of Elections will also provide assistance to all users by 
contacting the EFS Help Desk at (850) 245-6280. 

All of the Division's publications and reporting forms are available on the Division of 
Elections' website at http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/.ltis your responsibility to read, 
understand, and follow the requirements of Florida's election laws. Therefore, please print 
a copy of the following documents: Chapters] 04 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook, Calendar of Reporting Dates, and Rule IS-2.017, Florida 
Administrative Code. 

Please let me know if you need additional information . 

Sincerely, 

1~-c~~~ 
Knsti Reid Bronson, Chief 

Bureau of Election Records 


KRB/jq 

Enclosures 

EXHIBIT ;J(Sc4~) 


http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/.ltis


2 

8/29/2016 Page 1 Fb'iIa _'tnart of ltats - IIv\IIIII of Eb:tDIs 

EmrR" 
Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11 ) Covering Period: 8113/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 

IItI'IIItDII 


QIIIIbnS 

~ Date 

~ 
:I: 

_ _.to 
3 .=i 

....r= 
5C0 


? 

~ 

1nITrnfin 

Name Address City/State/Zip Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend~ 

X $0.00 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 

"Invalid Expenditure Type 

"Amount is Zero 

"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 

"No Address Was Provided 

"No City Was Provided In The Address 

"No State Was Provied In The Address 

'Missing Expenditure Purpose 

X $000 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 

"Invalid Expenditure Type 

"Amount is Zero 

"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 

"No Address Was Provided 

"No City Was Provided In The Address 

"No State Was Provied In The Address 

"Missing Expenditure Purpose 

I1Ia' IIItrb1tD11 



FLORJDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

Second Notice 

September 12, 2016 

Phillip 1. Brutus 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard 
Suite 800 
North Miami, FL 33]8 J 

Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

On August 30, 2016, you were advised that one or more of your campaign treasurer's reports 
were incomplete and that you had 7 days to provide the requested information. 

The Division's electronic filing system indicates that the required information has not been 
provided . Pursuant to Section 106.22, Florida Statutes, the Division is required to notify the 
Florida Elections Commission of the failure to provide infonnation required by Chapter] 06. 
Accordingly, if the infonnation requested in our prior notice is not received within 7 days of 
receipt of this Jetter, we will refer this matter to the Commission. A second copy of the error 
report is anached for your convenience . 

Sincerely, 

~ ___-C~~~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

Attachment 

EXHIBIT J Cl ~a) 

Room316RAGrayBuilding • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee,Florida32399-0250 • (850)245-6280 

FAX : (!lSO) 245-6260 • WWW Address: htto://www.dos.state.n.us • E-Mail : DivEfections(ci2maif.dos.slate.jlus 


http:htto://www.dos.state.n.us
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£mr R8PII1 
Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8/13/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 

~ 

lBDunII 
~ Date Name Address City/State/Zip ~ Expenditu re Purpose Amount Amend 

2 x $0 .00 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 

"Invalid Expenditure Type 


"Amount is Zero 


'No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


'No Address Was Provided
m 
>< "No City Was Provided In The Address 
::I: 'No State Was Provied In The Address 
to 

"Missing Expenditure PUrpose
-i 

x $0 .003 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 

'Invalid Expenditure Type 


"Amount is Zero 


"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


"No Address Was Provided 


"No City Was Provided In The Address 


"No State Was Provled In The Address 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


0I1...fIr. 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secretary of Stale 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

FINAL NOTICE 
9114 9014 916!tO:~~s~I~~ 20

USPS TRACKING' for Tnockll1g or nqDelivery Confirmation: & CUSTOMER or call 1-800-222-' 811 . 
RECEIPT 

September 27,2016 

Phillip 1. Brutus 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

Suite 800 

North Miami, FL 33181 


Re: CAN 6523 7 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

You have previously been advised that one or more campaign treasurer's reports are 
incomplete for the reasons noted in the attached error report. 

Pursuant to Section 106.07(2), Florida Statutes, you have 7 days from receipt of this lener to 
correct errors or provide missing information. If the information has been reported accurately, 
you must provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issue noted in the error 
report. Please be advised that if you fail to comply with this request, the Division will forward 
this matter to the Florida Elections Commission for further action. Section 1 06.265( I), Florida 
Statutes, authorizes the Florida Elections Commission to impose civil penalties of up to $1,000 
per violation. 

If you need assistance in filing an amendment, please contact the Division's help line at (850) 
245-6280. 

;r;~t~13 
Kristi Reid Bronson 

Chief, Bureau of Election Records 


At1achment 

EXHIBIT-.;fo( ....z....:o:...L--3J)_:;.....:. lJ- _
Room316RAGrayBuilding • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee,Florida32399-0250 • (850)245-6280 


FAX: (850) 245-6260 • WWW Address: htlp:llwww.dos.state.n.us • E-Mail DivElec{iuns@doss{are/lus 


http:htlp:llwww.dos.state.n.us
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Candidate: Phillip J Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8/13/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 

......&alb'bItD... 

fJJI8IIItInI 
Seq Date Name Address CitvlState/Zip Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend~ 

2 X $000 


'The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


'Invalid Expenditure Type 


'Amount is Zero 


"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


m "No Address Was Provided 


X "No City Was Provided In The Address 


~ "No State Was Provied In The Address 


=:t 'Missing Expenditure Purpose 


~. x $0003 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


~ 'Invalid Expenditure Type 

o 'Amount is Zero 
~ 'No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


"No Address Was Provided
~ 
'No City Was Provided In The Address 


'No State Was Provied In The Address 


-Missing Expenditure Purpose 


FtnJ lmfa's 
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Page 1 of 2USPS.com® - USPS Tracking® 

English Customer ServIce USPS Mobile Reg ister J Sign In 

ALE RT: The Postal Service is monitoring the progress o f Hurricane Manhew Check for updates on which service areas may be affected Read More , 

ilJUSPS.COM· 

USPS Tracking® 

Tracking Number: 9114901496450630676720 

Updated Delivery Day : Friday , September 30, 2016 

Product & Tracking Information 

Postal Product: Features : 

USPS Tracking® 

DATE & TIME STATUS OF ITE"', LOCATION 

September 30, 2016,1 :17 Delivered, InlAt Mailbox MIAMI , FL 331 B1 
pm 

YOllr "em was dp.livered ,n or althe mailbox at 1.1 7 pm on S I'lember 30 20 16 II) MIAMI Fl 3:11 81 

September 29. 2016 . 3:04 Arrived at Post Office MIAMI. FL 33181 
pm 

September 29. 20 16 .8:35 Arrived at USPS Facility MIAMI. FL 33181 
am 

September 29. 2016 . 5:21 Depaned USPS Facility OPA LOCKA. FL 33054 
am 

September 28.201 6. 9:20 Arrived at USPS Facility OPA LOCKA. FL 33054 
pm 

September 27 . 2016 .9:50 Arrived at USPS Facllily TALLAHASSEE . FL 32301 
pm 

Track Another Package 
Trac king (or receipt) number 

Trac.. II 

Still Have Questions? 

Brows e our FAQs) 

Get Easy Tracking Updates ) 
Sign up for My USPS. 

Avai lable Actions 

Text Updates 

Email Up(Ja!es 

Manage Incoming Packages 

Track an your packages frorr a dashboard. 
No tracl\jng numbers necessary 

Sign up for My USPS ) 

EXHIBIT_--..,;........;......L.,,~_ 

https: lltools.usps.com!goITrackConfirrnAction.action?tRef=fullpage&tLc= l &text28777= ... 10/6/2016 

https:lltools.usps.com!goITrackConfirrnAction.action?tRef=fullpage&tLc
http:ilJUSPS.COM
http:USPS.com


2/21/2017 Queued Items for 2016-P7 Page 1 

Account: 

Rpt Seq: 

65237 

II 

STS 038 Phillip J. Brutus 

Process Description Status Submitter Created LastUpdate 

Create Pending Report Processing Complete 65237 8126/20167:55:59 PM 8126/20167 :55:59 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 65237 8/26/20168:09:25 PM 8/26/20168 :09 :25 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete ejrowlette 8129/20164:07:18 PM 8129/20164:07 :18 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete 65237 9/24/20167:18:21 AM 9/24/20167: 18:21 AM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete 65237 9124/20167:19 :29 AM 9/24 /20167: 19:29 AM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete njtaylor 11 /2/20163 :06:16 PM 11 /2/20163 :06:16 PM 

Amend Filed Report Processing Complete 65237 12/27/20166:39 :30 PM 12/27/20166:39 :30 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 65237 12/27/20166:40:21 PM 12/27/20166 :40:21 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 65237 12 /27/20166:40:45 PM 12/27/20166:40:45 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 65237 12/27/20166:40:57 PM 12127/20166:40:57 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 65237 12/27/20166 :41 :33 PM 12/27/20166:41:33 PM 

EXHIBIT_I -L---­



Page 1 of 1 

RE: Acct #65237 

Bronson, Kristi R. 

to: 

Cedric Oliver 

02/20/2017 01: 08 PM 

Hide Details 

From: "Bronson, Kristi R." <Kristi.Bronson@DOS.MyFlorida.com> 

To: Cedric Oliver <Cedric.Oliver@myflorida1egal.com> 


Cedric - yes 

Joel- send transaction report to Cedric. 

Regard!}', 

Kristi Reid Brom'on, Chief 
Division ofElecfions, 
Bureau ofElecfion Record\' 
(850) 245-6240 

This response is provided for reference only and does not constitute legal advice or representation. AB applied to a particular 
set of facts or circumstances, interested patties shouJd refer to the Florida Statutes and applicable case law, and/or consult a 
private attorney before drawing any legal conclusions or relying upon the information provided, 
Please note : Florida has a velY broad public records law. Written communications to or from state officials regarding state 
business constitute public records and are available to the public and media upon request unless the information is subject to a 
specific statutory exemption. Therefore, your e-mail message may be subject to public disclosure . 

From: Cedric Oliver [mailto:Cedric.Oliver@myfloridalegal.com] 

Sent: Friday, February 17, 2017 7:55 AM 

To: Bronson, Kristi R. 

Subject: Acct #65237 


Hey Kristi! Has the 2016 P7 Report been amended at this time? Is it considered correct and complete? Can I 

please have a copy of the queued transaction report for this report as well? Thank you!! 


The Department of State is committed to excellence. 

Please take our Customer Satisfaction SUllley. 


EXHIBIT---->o."---___CZ

file:///C:fUsers/oliverc2/AppDatalLoca1/Temp/notes90C43B/~web8393.htm 2/20/2017 

file:///C:fUsers/oliverc2/AppDatalLoca1/Temp/notes90C43B/~web8393.htm
mailto:mailto:Cedric.Oliver@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:Cedric.Oliver@myflorida1egal.com
mailto:Kristi.Bronson@DOS.MyFlorida.com
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STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE 


(Section 106.023, F.S.) 

(Please print or type) 

2018F"[B-9 PH 1:38 

II I'l l ;" " ., ,.. . '... vI (j : ~ l;, ' :. I·,· riO;;S
• ~ I } I l -', ' •.. 
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I, Phillip Brutus 

candidate for the office of State Senate District 38 

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

214/16 
Date 

Each candidate must file a statement with thb qualifying officer within 10 days after the 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository is filed. Willful 
failure to file this form is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign 
Financing Act which may result in a fine of up to $1,000, (ss. 106.19(1)(c), 106.265(1), Florida 
Statutes). . 

EXHIBIT 

DS-DE 84 (0511 I) 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

107 W. Gaines Street, 


Suite 224 Collins Building 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 


Telephone: (850) 922-4539 

Fax: (850) 921-0783 


January 23, 2017 

Phillip J. Brutus 
170 Northwest 139 Street 
Miami, FL 33168 

RE: Case No.: FEC 16-588; Respondent: PhilJip J. Brutus 

Dear Mr. Brutus: 

On October 18, 2016, the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging that you 
violated Florida's election laws. I have reviewed the complaint and find that it contains one or 
more legally sufficient allegations. The Commission staff will investigate the following alleged 
violation: 

Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2016 
candidate for the office of State Senate, acting as his own treasurer, 
failed to timely make necessary amendments to the 2016 P7 
campaign treasurer's report, as alleged in the complaint. 

You may respond to the allegation above by filing a notarized statement providing any information 
regarding the facts and circumstances surrounding the allegation. Your response will be included 
as an attachment to the investigator's report. 

When we conclude the investigation, a copy of the Report of Investigation will be mailed to you 
at the above address. You may file a response to the report within 14 days from the date the report 
is mailed to you. Based on the results of the investigation, legal staff will make a written 
recommendation to the Commission on whether there is probable cause to believe you have 
violated Chapter 104 or 106, Florida Statutes. A copy of the Staff Recommendation will be mailed 
to you and you may file a response within 14 days from the date the recommendation is mailed to 
you. Your timely filed response(s) will be considered by the Commission when determining 
probable cause. 

The Commission will then hold a hearing to determine whether there is probable cause to believe 
you have violated Chapters 104 or 106, Florida Statutes. You and the complainant will receive a 
notice of hearing at least 14 days before the hearing. The notice of hearing will indicate the 
location, date, and time of your hearing. You will have the opportunity to make a brief oral 

Corn011 (10107) 



statement to the Commission, but you will not be permitted to testify or call others to testify, or 
introduce any documentary or other evidence. 

At any time before a probable cause finding, you may notify us in writing that you want to enter 
into negotiations directed towards reaching a settlement via consent agreement. 

The Report of Investigation, Staff Recommendation, and Notice of Hearing will be mailed to 
the above address as this letter. Therefore, if your address changes, you must notify this 
office of your new address. Otherwise, you may not receive these important documents. 
Failure to receive the documents wiJI not delay the probable cause hearing. 

Under section 106.25, Florida Statutes, complaints, Commission investigations, investigative 
reports, and other documents relating to an alleged violation of Chapters 104 and 106, Florida 
Statutes, are confidential until the Commission finds probable cause or no probable cause. The 
confidentiality provision does not apply to the person filing the complaint. However, it does apply 
to you unless you waive confidentiality in writing. The confidentiality provision does not preclude 
you from seeking legal counsel. However, if you retain counsel, your attorney must file a notice 
of appearance with the Commission before any member of the Commission staff can discuss this 
case with him or her. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Cedric Oliver, the 
investigator assigned to this case. 

Sincerely, 

AMT/enr 

ComO II (8/08) 



Name: 


Account Number: 


Candidate: 


Treasurer: 


Person Named/Notified: 


,' . ,.- ..-' r- I \ ! .,... jIDIVISION OF ELECTIONS ; . ~ _, ..:. . ~ :: ';._' 


FEC NOTICE FORM 

7C1h GCT ! 8 ; P 3: 2CJ 

To FEC from Division of Elections 

c · 

Phillip J. Brutus 

65237 

Phillip J . Brutus 

Phillip J. Brutus 

Phillip J. Brutus 

The Division of Elections hereby provides this notice to the Florida Elections Commission 
pursuant to sections 106.22(7) and 106.25, Florida Statutes. An apparent violation of 
Chapter 106, F.S., has occurred based upon a failure to file addendums after notice as 
required by section 106.07(2)(b)1 ., Florida Statutes, for the following report(s): 

2016 P7 

Sent By: Kristi Reid Bronson 
Date: October 14, 2016 

ejr 

Page 1 of 15 





AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF FLORIDA 

County of Leon 

Kristi Reid Bronson, being duly sworn, says: 

J. 	 I am the Chief of the Bureau of Election Records of the Division of Elections (Division). 
In that capacity, I oversee the Division's duties related to the filing of campaign finance 
reports. 

2. 	 This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge, including infonnation obtained from 
review of the attached records, of which I am the custodian. 

3. 	 I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. 

4. 	 Representative Phillip J. Brutus (65237) is a 2016 candidate for the office of State Senate. 

5. 	 On February 9, 20 J6, Representative Brutus filed the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer 
and Designation of Campaign Depository with the Division. He appointed himself as 
treasurer. (See attached documents and acknowledgment letter.) 

6. 	 On August 30, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Bruce notification that the 2016 
P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See attached letter.) 

7. 	 On September 12,2016, the Division mailed Representative Brutus notification that the 
2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See attached letter.) 

8. 	 On September 27, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Brutus final notification with 
delivery confinnation that the 2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See 
attached letter and delivery confinnation.) 

I NVOJ5 (5/00) 	 Page 2 of 15 



9. As of October 14,2016, the 2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report remains incomplete. 

I hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing information is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

ture of Affiant 
Sw to (or affirmed) nd subscribed before me this 141h day 
of October, 2016. 

Print, Type, or Stamp Co~oned Name of Notary Public 
Personally Known ~ 

INV03S (5/00) Page 3 of 15 



APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

(Section 106.021 (1). F.S.) 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 

2016 FEB -9 PM I: 38 

OFFICE USE ONL 

JgJ Initial Filing of Form Re-flling to Change: 0 Treasurer/Deputy 0 Depository 0 Office 0 Par 

2. Name of Candidate (In this order: First. Middle. Last) 3J'ddress (include post office box or street, city, state, zip 

I-P_h_il_IiP_J_.B_r_u_tu_s__--.-_________--l1~;h Biscayne Boulevard 
Suite 800 4. Tetephane 

(305 ) 790-1 038 

5. E-mail address 

phillipbrutus@gmail.com North Miami. Florida 33181 

6. Office sought (include district, circuit. group number) 

State Senate District 38 
7. If a candldatll) for ii nonpartisan office, c~~ck if 

applicable:o My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate 

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and flilin name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

o Write-In 0 No Party Affiliation ~ Democratic Party candidate. 

9. I have appointed the following person to act as my IZl Campaign Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer 

10. Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

Phillip J. Brutus 

11. Mailing Address 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

13. City 

North Miami 

14. County 

Miami-Dade 
15. State 

Florida 
16. Zip Code 

33181 

12. Telephone 

(305 ) 790-1038 
17. E-mail address 

phillipbrutus@gmaH.com 

18. I have designated the following bank as my IZJ Primary Depository o Secondary Depository 

19. Name of Bank 

Bank of America 

20. Address 

o t1j E f S )t, 
21. City 

North Miami 
22. CounlY 

Miami-Dade 
23. State 

Florida 

UNDER PENAL TIES OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FOR 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT .,....' ...n .. 

25. Date 

x 

~ge4of15 

24. Zip Code 

~3~1 I 

February 4.2016 

27. Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in th 

I. Phillip J. Brutus 
(Please Print or Type Name) 

designated above as: (g) Campaign Treasurer 

February 4,2016 

Date 




x 

QF~lc;E USE ONLY 
/' ,'.. r... : /,1': n!.Jf. pt, · " ': , ...~ '.STATEMENT OF 

• . • -I. . \ I .... ,.. ~~ i. ,! 

CANDIDATE 
2016 F'tB -9 PH t: 38 

(Section 106.023, F.S.) 
111"FT ., , .(Please print or type) • '-/ II:! L', ' ;'. f-,: (/Ot:S

;,,1 All' C''--'''' ­- ,", .'.: ..... F1 /1 

I, Phillip Brutus 

candidate for the office of State Senate District 38 

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

2/4/16 
Date 

Each candidate must file a statement with thb qualifying officer within 10 days after the 
AppOintment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository is filed. Willful 
failure to file this form is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign 
FinanCing Act which may result In a fine of up to $1,000, (ss. 106.19(1)(c), 106.265(1), Florida 
Statutes}. 

OS-DE 84 (05111 ) 



f'LORIDA DEPARTMENT ofSTAT~ 
RICK BCOTT KEN DETZNER 

Governor Secretary of State 

February 10,2016 

The Honorable Phillip J. Brutus 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 800 
North Miami, Florida 33181 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

This will acknowledge receipt of the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of 
Campaign Depository for the office of State Senator, which was placed on file in our office on 
February 09, 20]6. Your name has been placed on the 2016 active candidate list. 

Campai2n Treasurer's Reports 

Your first cwnpaign treasurer's report will be due on Mar~h 10,2016. The report will cover the 
period of February 1-29,20] 6 (M2). All candidates who file reports with the Division of 
Elections are required to file by means of the Division's Electronic Filing System (EFS). 

Credentials and Sign-oDs 

Below is the web address to access the EFS and your user identification number. The enclosed 
sealed envelope contains your initial password. Once you have logged in using the initial 
password, you will be immediately prompted to change it to a confidential sign-on. You. your 
campaign treasurer, and deputy treasurers are responsible for protecting this password from 
disclosure and are responsible for all filings using these credentials, unless the Division is notified 
that your credentials have been compromised. 

EFS Website Address: hnps:llefs.dos.stale.fl.us 
Identification Number: 65237 

Divi8ion of Elections 
R.A. Gray DuUdin,. Suite 316 • 500 South Bronough Stroot • TalIaha_ace, Florida 32399 ~ 

850.245.6240· 860.24~~6Q tJf_ da..myfiorida.com/eloctlon.' U&~!~I1. 
ELECTIONS 

http:hnps:llefs.dos.stale.fl.us


Phillip 1. Brutus 
February ] 0, 2016 
Page Two 

Pin Numben 

Pin numbers are confidential secure credemials that allow you to submit reports and update 
personal information. The enc10sed sealed envelope contains confidential pin numbers for you. 

Each candidate is required to provide the Division of Elections with confidential personal 
information that may be used to allow access in the event this password is forgotten or lost. When 
you enter the campaign account screen, there will be a drop down box where you pick a question 
(such as What Is your mOlher 's maiden name?) and supply an answer. All passwords and answers 
to questions are stored as encrypted data and cannot be viewed by Division stafT and given out 
over the phone. Please notify the Division if your credentials have been compromised. 

Timely Filing 

All reports filed must be completed and filed through the EFS not later than midnight of the due 
date. Reports not filed by midnight of the due date are late filed and subject to the penalties in 
Section 106.07(8), Florida Statutes. In the event that the EFS is inoperable on the due date, the 
report will be accepted as timely filed if filed no later than midnight of the first business day the 
EFS becomes operable. No fine will be levied during the period the EFS was inoperable. 

Any candidate failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 
per day for the first 3 days late and, thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% 
of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. 
However, for reports immediately preceding each primary and general ejection, the fine shall be 
$500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever 
is greater, for the period covered by the late report. 

Electronic Receipts 

The person submitting the report on lhe EFS will be issued an electronic receipt indicating and 
verifying the report was filed. Each campaign treasurer's report filed by means of the EFS is 
considered to be under oath by the candidate and campaign treasurer and such persons are subject 
to the provisions of Section 106.07(5). Florida Statutes. 

Page 7 of 15 



Phillip J. Brutus 

February 10,2016 

Page Three 


Instructions and Assistance 

An online instruction guide is available to you on the EFS to assist with navigation, data entry, and 
submission of reports. The Division of Elections will also provide assistance to all users by 
contacting the EFS Help Desk at (850) 245-6280. 

All of tbe Division's publications and reporting forms are available on the Division of 
Elections' website at http://dos.myfJorida.com/elections/.ltis your responsibility to read, 
understand, and follow the requirements of Florida's election laws. Therefore, please print 
a copy of tbe following documents: Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook, Calendar 0/ Reporting Dates, and Rule IS-2.0t7, Florida 
Administrative Code. 

Please let me know if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

-j~--L~~:i? 
Krlsti Reid Bronson, Chief 

Bureau of Election Records 


KRB/jq 

Enclosures 

Page 8 of 15 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Denner 

SeCrela!) of Slale 

DlVISION OF ELECTIONS 

August 30, 2016 

Phillip J. Brutus 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

Suite 800 

North Miami, FL 33 I 81 


Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

The Division of Elections has detennined that one or more campaign reports are incomplete 
for the reasons noted in the attached error report. 

Pursuant to Section 106.07(2), Florida Statutes, you have 7 days from receipt of this notice to 
file an amended report to correct errors or provide missing infonnation. If the information has 
been reported accurately, provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issue 
noted in the error report. Please be advised that failure to supply this infonnation within the 
time allowed may constitute a violation of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

lfyou need assistance in filing an amendment, please contact the Division's help line at (850) 
245-6280. 

';-::t~~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson 

Chief, Bureau of Election Records 


Attachment 

Paqe 9 of 15 
Room 316 R.A. Gray Building • 500 South BronoUgh Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 • (S50) 245-6280 


FAX : (850) 24'i-6260 • WWW Addre~.~· httn:llwww.lin~. ~'III .. . n . lI~ • F.Mail· nj\JFlprtjn,,~ln>dlH ~Inlp nil. 




812912016 Page 1 fbldllII;w IIMt If ... - ..... IfEIICIIn 

Emr IIIIID1 
Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8113/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 ....... 

~ ---------------.---------_._---------------------------------------------------------------------- ­
!!.g Date Name Address City/Stale/Zip ~ Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend 

2 x $0.00 

1"he Transaction Data Is Either Before Or 1.tt.r The Report Coverage Period 

·Invalid Expenditure Type 

·Amount Is Zero 

·No Value Provided For Last Nam. Field 

·No Address Was Provided 

·No City Was Provided In The Address 

·No State Was Provied In The Address 

·MIs"ng Expenditure Purpose 

3 x $000 

·The Trannctkln Date Is Either Before Or After The R41port Covel'llge PerIod 

·Invalid Expenditure Type 

·Amount is Zero 

·No Value Provided For wt Name Field 

·No Address Was Provided 

"N<l City Was Provided In The Address 

·No State Was Provled In The Address 

-MIssing Expenditure Purpose 

:a,r--. 

hllrlll......... 
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FLORJDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Deaner 


Seerelary of State 


DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

Second Notice 

September 12, 2016 

Phillip J. Brutus 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard 
Suite 800 
North Miami, FL JJJ8J 

Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

On August 30,2016, you were advised that one or more of your campaign treasurer's reports 
were incomplete and that you had 7 days to provide the requested infonnation. 

The Division's electronic filing system indicates that the required inronnation has not been 
provided. Pursuant to Section 106.22, Florida Statutes, the Division is required to notifY the 
Florida Elections Commission of the failure to provide information required by Chapter J06. 
Accordingly, if the infonnation requested in our prior notice is not received within 7 days or 
receipt of this letter, we will refer this matter to the Commission. A second copy of the error 
report is anached for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~~-C~c(~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

Attachment 

Paqe 11 of 15 . 
Room 316 R.A . Gray Buikling • 500 South BronoUgh Street • Tallahassee, ROTlda 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6280 

FAX : (850) 245-6260 • WWW Address: httD:/Iwww.dos.state.n.U5 • E-Mail: DivElecrions{jiJmail.dos.sralejl. lIs 

http:httD:/Iwww.dos.state.n.U5


'/1212016 a...t.lL::uutl..... lIf~ _ Page 1.........IIfAia"... 


Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus OffIce: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8/13/16 - 8/25116 Account: 65237 

.~ 

,.....­
~ Date Address CttvlStatelZiE! Expenditure Purpose Amount ~!!!!!!.! !xl!! 
2 x 50.00 

"The Tr.IIRNction Date Is Either Befonl Or Afhtr The Report COv....ge Period 

"Invalid expenditure Type 

"Amount Is Z.ro 

"No Value PrcMded For last Nam. Fieki 

"No Add,,"' Was Provided 

~o City Wa ProvkIed In The Addras 

-No State Was Provled In The Addresa 

"Missing expenditure Purpose 

J x so.00 

-rhe Transection Om Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


"Invalid Expenditure Type 


'Amount Is Zero 


"No Value Provided For last Name Field 


'No Address Was Provided 


"No City Wa. Provided In The Address 


"No State Was PrOYIed In The Address 


'Mlning expenditure Purpose 

_1,.,... 
dIr ..btli... 
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FLORlDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

FINAL NOTICE 
Delivery Confirmation: usPS TRACKING • 

& cUSTO,.ER 
RECEIPT 

9114 90141~646o:a~n~l20 
fo< T,...aw.g 0< 
0< <aM ,~222· 1111 , 

September 27, 2016 

Phillip J. Brutus 
J2550 Biscayne Boulevard 
Suite 800 
North Miami, FL 33181 

Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

You have previously been advised that one or more campaign treasurer's reports are 
incomplete for the reasons noted in the an ached error report. 

Pursuant to Section 106.07(2), Florida Statutes, you have 7 days from receipt of this letter to 
correct errors or provide missing infonnation. If the infonnation has been reported accurately, 
you must provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issue noted in the error 
report. Please be advised that if you fail to comply with this request, the Division will forward 
this matter to the Florida Elections Commission for further action. Section I 06.265( I), Florida 
Statutes, authorizes the Florida Elections Commission to impose ci viI penalties of up to $ J,000 
per violation. 

If you need assistance in filing an amendment, please contact the Division's help line at (850) 
245-6280. 

~~t~~ 

Kri stl Reid Bronson 
Chief, Bureau of Election Records 

Anachment 

Room 316 R.A . Gray Building. 500 South BrqnO~f8rmt1t:J' Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 • (850) 245·6280 

FAX: (850) 245-6260 • WWW Address: ht1p:ltwww.dos.state.n.us • E-Mail : Di"Elecriuns@dus,slale.j1 us 


mailto:Di"Elecriuns@dus,slale.j1
http:ht1p:ltwww.dos.state.n.us


- --
9127/2016 RIrtdI..._I If ItIbI ..... ., Blletb. Page 1 

_~ '-!I't 
Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus __ _ Office: STS 


Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8/13116 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237
_u__
P_.......... 


~ Date N!me Address CltylStatelZie ~ Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend 

2 x $000 

"The Tranuctlon Date Is Either Before Or After The Report COY8r.tge Period 

"Invalid Expenditure Type 

•Amount ill Zero 


"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


"No AddraSi Was Provided 


"No City Was Provided In The Address 


"No State Was Provled In The Add,... 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


3 x so 00 


*The Transac1lon Date Is Either Befoll! Or After The Report Coverage Period 


"Invalid Expenditure Type 


"Amount is Zero 


"No Value Provided For Ulit Hame Field 


°No Address Was Provided 


"No City Was Provided In The Address 


"No State Was Provied In The Address 


"Missing ExpendltullI Purpose 


ftIIIT...... 

...II.IB. 
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USPS.com® - USPS Track 	 Page I of 2 

Engli.h CUI-tome, Servi(l 	 Rtgllter , Slvn In 

ALERT The Poslal Ser.llce IS monltorrng me progress 01 Humcane Mannew Cneck lor upda.es on wnlch serVice areas may De aHecled Reaa Mort! . 

EJlUSPS.COM' 

USPS Tracking® 

Tracking Number: 9114901496450630676720 

Updated Delivery Day : Friday. September 30, 2016 

Product &Tracking Information 
POItl1 Product: 	 felture" 

uSPS Tracking· 

DATE .. nME STATUS OF ITEM LOCATION 


September 30.2018, t :17 
 MIAMI, FL 33181 
pm 

YOlif ilenl was Gelrvered III Q/ al Ih~ nl(]ilOoll. at 1 '7 pm on Seple1nber 30 2010 IF' l\'1Aryll F"L J.tl A I 

SePtember 29.2016 . 304 Arrived ill Posl Ollice MIAMI. FL 33181 
pm 


September 29. 2016 . 8:35 
 Arrived at USPS F acWity MIAMI. FL 33181 
am 


September 29 . 2016 .5:21 
 Depaned USPS F acilily OPA LOCKA. FL 33054 
am 


September 28. 2016 . 9:20 
 Arrived al USPS F aGility OPA LOCKA. FL 33054 
pm 


Seplember 27. 2016 .9:50 
 Amved at USPS FaCIlity TALLAHASSEE. FL 32301 
pm 

Track Another Package 
Tricking (or receipt) number 


Track 11 


Stili Hive QUeltio...? 


Browse our FAOs I 


Get Easy Tracking Updates I 

Sign up tor My USPS. 

Available Actions 

fex1 UpO'\fes 

Email Updates 

Manage Incoming Packages 

Tract< 811 your patl<&ge$ trom a oashDoord 
No lfacJong numbe ... neceM8r'j 

Sign up lor My uSPS ) 

Page 15 of 15 
10/6/2016hUps:11100Is.usps.comlgo/Track C onfinnAction.action ?tRef=fullpage& tLc= 1 &text2 8777 = ... 

http:EJlUSPS.COM
http:USPS.com
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Florida Ejections Commission 10/24/2016 
107 W Gaines Street 11k.1=z.tOU.m:t $04 ,87° 
Suite 224 I"/III III. "I II

Tallahassee. FL 32399 	 ~214 8~6~ 00~~'i790 1611 2201 43 

ZIP 32301~~ (j 11 D , 1 648826 
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Phillip J, Brutus - '-<

,. 
rTl= rll 

' 0 	 ,-,170 Northwest 139 Street 

Miami. FL 33168-3168 
 :> 	 i'.J 

-D , .!" :] 
~ -0 

, ~ 
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-~ 

c 
U1 

NIXIE 326 SE 1 7212/24 / l6 

RETURN TO SENDER 
UNCLAIMED 

UNA~LE ~O FORWARD 
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DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

FEC NOTICE FORM 

7 Ib 0 ! 8 I P 3: 2g 
To FEC from Division of Elections 

Name: Phillip J. Brutus 

Account Number: 65237 

Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus 

Treasurer: Phillip J. Brutus 

Person Named/Notified: Phillip J. Brutus 

The Division of Elections hereby provides this notice to the Florida Elections Commission 
pursuant to sections 106.22(7) and 106.25, Florida Statutes. An apparent violation of 
Chapter 106, F .S., has occurred based upon a failure to file addendums after notice as 
required by section 1 06 .07(2)(b)1 ., Florida Statutes, for the following report(s): 

2016 P7 

Sent By: Kristi Reid Bronson 
Date: October 14, 2016 

ejr 



AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF FLORIDA 

County of Leon 

Kristi Reid Bronson, being duly sworn, says: 

1. 	 I am the Chief of the Bureau of Election Records of the Division of Elections (Division) . 
In that capacity, I oversee the Division's duties related to the filing of campaign finance 
reports. 

2. 	 This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge, including information obtained from 
review of the attached records, of which I am the custodian. 

3. 	 I am oflegal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. 

4. 	 Representative Phillip 1. Brutus (65237) is a 2016 candidate for the office of State Senate. 

5. 	 On February 9, 2016, Representative Brutus filed the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer 
and Designation of Campaign Depository with the Division. He appointed himself as 
treasurer. (See attached documents and acknowledgment letter.) 

6. 	 On August 30, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Bruce notification that the 2016 
P7 campaign treasurer ' s report was incomplete. (See attached letter.) 

7. 	 On September 12, 2016, the Division mailed Representative Brutus notification that the 
2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report was incomplete. (See attached letter.) 

8. 	 On September 27,2016, the Division mailed Representative Brutus final n?tification with 
delivery confirmation that the 2016 P7 campaign treasurer ' s report was incomplete. (See 
attached letter and delivery confirmation .) 

INV035 (5/00) 



9. As of October 14,2016, the 2016 P7 campaign treasurer's report remains incomplete. 

I hereby swear or affirm that the foregoing information is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

ture of Affiant 
Sw to (or affirmed) nd subscribed before me this 14th day 
of October, 2016. 

Print, Type, or Stamp Co~oned Name of Notary Public 
Personally Known ~ 

INV035 (s/OO) 



APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 

DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 
(Section 106.021(1). F.S.) 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 

2016 FEB -9 PM I: 38 

OFFICE USE ONL 

l8] Initial Filing of Form Re-filing to Change: 0 TreasurerlDeputy 0 Depository o Office 0 Par 

3.:-Address (include post office box or street. city, state, zip 
code) 

2. Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 

Phillip J. Brutus 12550 Biscayne Boulevard 
t-4.-T-e-le-p-h-o-ne------r-5-.E---m-a-il-a-d-d-re-s-s--------1 Suite 800 

(305 ) 790-1038 phillipbrutus@gmail.com North Miami, Florida 33181 

6. Office sought (include district, circuit, group number) 

State Senate District 38 
7. If a candidate for ii nonpartisan cffi::c, check if 

applicable:o My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate 

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill In name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

o Write-In D No Party Affiliation 181 Democratic Party candidate. 

9. I have appointed the following person to act as my IXI Campaign Treasurer 0 Deputy Treasurer 

10. Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

Phillip J. Brutus 
11. Mailing Address 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

13. City 

North Miami 
14. County 

Miami-Dade 
15. State 

Florida 
16. Zip Code 

33181 

12. Telephone 

( 305 ) 790-1038 
17. E-mail address 

phillipbrutus@gmail.com 

18. I have deSignated the following bank as my Ig] Primary Depository o Secondary Depository 

19. Name of Bank 

Bank of America 
21 . City 

North Miami 
22. County 

Miami-Dade 

20. Address 

UNDER PENALnES OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FOR 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT T 

25. Date 

February 4, 2016 x 

24. Zip Code 

~3~/~' 

27. Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in th 

I, Phillip J. Brutus 
(Please Print or Type Name) 

designated above as: IZI Campaign Treasurer 

February 4,2016 x 
Date 



x 

STATEMENT OF 

CANDIDATE 

(Section 106.023, F.S.) 

(Please print or type) 

I, Phillip Brutus 

2018 FEB - 9 PM I: 38 

n/' II ~J'" " " , 
. :.. v li:! l; ,' ;, f· J ' "IO!,;" 

i t;.t AII ' <:' -' -r" , 11.)
- t· , '~': , ',., FL 

candidate for the office of State Senate District 38 

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

2/4/16 
Date 

Each candidate must file a statement with thb qualifying officer within 10 days after the 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository is filed. Willful 
failure to file this form is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign 
Financing Act which may result in a fine of up to $1,000, (ss. 106.19(1 )(c), 106.265(1), Florida 
Statutes). 

DS-DE 84 (05111) 




rLORIDA DEPARTMENT ofSTAT~ 
RICK SCOTT KEN DETZNER 

Governor Secretary of State 

February 10, 2016 

The Honorable Phillip 1. Brutus 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 800 
North Miami, Florida 33181 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

This will acknowledge receipt of the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of 
Campaign Depository for the office of State Senator, which was placed on file in our office on 
February 09, 2016. Your name has been placed on the 2016 active candidate list. 

Campaie;D Treasurer's Reports 

Your first campaign treasurer's report will be due on March 10,2016. The report will caver the 
period of February 1-29, 2016 (M2). All candidates who file reports with the Division of 
Elections are required to file by means of the Division's Electronic Filing System (EFS). 

Credentials and Sie;n-ons 

Below is the web address to access the EFS and your user identification number. The enclosed 
sealed envelope contains your initial password. Once you have logged in using the initial 
password, you will be immediately prompted to change it to a confidential sign-on. You, your 
campaign treasurer, and deputy treasurers are responsible for protecting this password from 
disclosure and are responsible for all filings using these credentials, unless the Division is notified 
that your credentials have been compromised. 

EFS Website Address: https:llefs.dos.state.n.us 
Identification Number: 65237 

Division of Elections 
R.A. Gray Building, Suite 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399 ~ 

850.245.6240 • 850.245.6260 (Fax) dos.myflorida.com/elections/ FLORIDA 
*lll\r.,IC" (l/ * 
ELECTIONS 

http:https:llefs.dos.state.n.us


Phillip 1. Brutus 
February 10, 2016 
Page Two 

Pin Numbers 

Pin numbers are confidential secure credentials that allow you to submit reports and update 
personal infonnation. The enclosed sealed envelope contains confidential pin numbers for you. 

Each candidate is required to provide the Division of Elections with confidential personal 
information that may be used to allow access in the event this password is forgotten or lost. When 
you enter the campaign account screen, there will be a drop down box where you pick a question 
(such as What is your mo/her 's maiden name?) and supply an answer. All passwords and answers 
to questions are stored as encrypted data and cannot be viewed by Division staff and given out 
over the phone. Please notify the Division if your credentials have been compromised. 

Timely FiJing 

All reports filed must be completed and filed through the EFS not later than midnight of the due 
date. Reports not filed by midnight of the due date are late filed and subject to the penalties in 
Section 106.07(8), Florida Statutes. In the event that the EFS is inoperable on the due date, the 
report will be accepted as timely filed if filed no later than midnight of the first business day the 
EFS becomes operable. No fine will be levied during the period the EFS was inoperable. 

Any candidate failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 
per day for the first 3 days late and, thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% 
of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. 
However, for reports immediately preceding each primary and general election, the fine shall be 
$500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever 
is greater, for the period covered by the late report. 

Electronic Receipts 

The person submitting the report on the EFS will be issued an electronic receipt indicating and 
verifying the report was filed. Each campaign treasurer's report filed by means of the EFS is 
considered to be under oath by the candidate and campaign treasurer and such persons are subject 
to the provisions of Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes. 



Phillip J. Brutus 

February 10,2016 

Page Three 


I nstructions and Assistance 

An online instruction guide is available to you on the EFS to assist with navigation, data entry, and 
submission of reports. The Division of Elections will also provide assistance to all users by 
contacting the EFS Help Desk at (850) 245-6280. 

All of the Division's publications and reporting forms are available on the Division of 
Elections' website at http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/.Itis your responsibility to read, 
understand, and follow the requirements of Florida's election laws. Therefore, please print 
a copy of the following documents: Chapters 104 and 106, Florida Statutes, Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook, Calendar of Reporting Dates, and Rule JS-2.017, Florida 
Administrative Code. 

Please let me know if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

1~-C:+)~j? 
Knsti Reid Bronson, Chief 

Bureau of Election Records 


KRB/jq 

Enclosures 

http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/.Itis


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secretary of State 

DIV1SION OF ELECTIONS 

August 30, 2016 

Phillip 1. Brutus 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

Suite 800 

North Miami, FL 33181 


Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

The Di vision of Elections has determined that one or more campaign reports are incomplete 
for the reasons noted in the attached error report. 

Pursuant to Section 106.07(2), Florida Statutes, you have 7 days from receipt of this notice to 
file an amended report to correct errors or provide missing information. If the information has 
been reported accurately, provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issue 
noted in the error report. Please be advised that failure to supply this infonnation within the 
time allowed may constitute a violation of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

If you need assistance in filing an amendment, please contact the Division's help line at (850) 
245-6280. 

~~t~~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson 
Chief, Bureau of Election Records 

Attachment 

Room 316 R.A. Gray Building • 500 South BronoughStreet • Taliahassee,Florida32399-0250 • (850)245-6280 
FAX: (850) 24'i-0200 • WWW ArlrlrE'~s' httn:llwww . "'n~_~""lpnm • F.-Mllil· nivFlprtinn~({i)flM <Inlp IT 11< 
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EmrR", 
Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8/13/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 

IIb1IItDII 

qadbnl 

~ Date Name Address City/State/Zip ~ Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend 

2 X $0.00 


"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


"Invalid Expenditure Type 


"Amount is Zero 


"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


"No Address Was Provided 


"No City Was Provided In The Address 


"No State Was Provied In The Address 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


3 X $000 


*The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


"Invalid Expenditure Type 


"Amount is Zero 


"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


"No Address Was Provided 


"No City Was Provided In The Address 


"No State Was Provied In The Address 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


101 Trahr'1 

ttIa' 1IItrb1t11111 



FLORJDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secrelary of Slate 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

Second Notice 

September 12, 2016 

Phillip J. Brutus 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard 
Suite 800 
North Miami , FL 33 J 8 J 

Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

On August 30, 2016, you were advised that one or more of your campaign treasurer's reports 
were incomplete and that you had 7 days to provide the requested information. 

The Division's electronic filing system indicates that the required infonnation has not been 
provided. Pursuant to Section 106.22, Florida Statutes, the Division is required to notify the 
Florida Elections Commission of the failure to provide infonnation required by Chapter 106. 
Accordingly, if the infonnation requested in our prior notice is n01 received within 7 days of 
receipt of this letter, we will refer this matter to the Commission. A second copy of the error 
report is attached for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~~-C~«~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

Attaclunent 

Room 316 RA. Gray Building. 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, florida 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6280 

FAX : (850) 245-6260 • WWW Address: http://www.dos.state.n.us • E-Mail : DivElecfions(jiJmail.dos. statejl. us 


http:http://www.dos.state.n.us


1/1212016 Page 1 

Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8113/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 

idJ'IIItBII 

IBIIbnI 
~ Date Name Address City/State/Zip Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend~ 

2 X $0 .00 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 

'Invalid Expenditure Type 

'Amount 15 Zero 

'No Value Provided For Last Name Field 

'No Address Was Provided 

'No City Was Provided In The Address 

'No State Was Provied In The Address 

"Missing Expenditure Purpose 

3 x $0.00 

*The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


'Invalid Expenditure Type 


'Amount is Zero 


'No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


'No Address Was Provided 


"No City Was Provided In The Address 


°No State Was Provled In The Address 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


lIB' IBtrbItIIIII 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

FINAL NOTICE 
9114 9014 91~,0:~~'l~! 20USPS TRACKING' FI)( Tl1Icklng I)( nQDelivery Confirmation: & cUSTOMER or call 1_80(}-222-18". 

RECEIPi 

September 27, 2016 

Phillip 1. Brutus 

12550 Biscayne Boulevard 

Suite 800 

North Miami, FL 33181 


Re: CAN 65237 

Dear Representative Brutus: 

You have previously been advised that one or more campaign treasurer's reports are 

incomplete for the reasons noted in the attached error report. 


Pursuant to Section 106,07(2), Florida Statutes, you have 7 days from receipt of this letter to 
correct errors or provide missing information. I f the information has been reported accurately, 
you must provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issue noted in the error 
report. Please be advised that if you fail to comply with this request, the Division will forward 
this matter to the Florida Elections Commission for further action. Section 1 06.265( I), Florida 
Statutes, authorizes the Florida Elections Commission to impose ci vii penalties of up to $1,000 
per violation. 

If you need assistance in filing an amendment, please contact the Division's help line at (850) 
245-6280. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~------t~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson 
Chief, Bureau of Election Records 

Attachment 

Room 316 R,A. Gray Building. 500 South Bronaugh Street. Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6280 

FAX: (850) 245-6260 • WWW Address: http://www.dos.stale.n.uS • E-Mail: DivElecl/Uns@dosstale.jlus 


mailto:DivElecl/Uns@dosstale.jlus
http:http://www.dos.stale.n.uS


9/27/2016 Page 1 Fb'MIDI$I'b_lt of ltatB - IIvtIIoo of ~ 
- . --

EmI'~ 

Candidate: Phillip J. Brutus Office: STS 

Report: 2016 P7 (11) Covering Period: 8/13/16 - 8/25/16 Account: 65237 

c.trbitDIII 

fIJBIIIItlJ'8s 
Seg Date Name Address City/State/Zip Expenditure Purpose Amount Amend~ 

2 X $000 

"The Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


"Invalid Expenditure Type 


•Amount i s Zero 


"No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


"No Address Was Provided 


°No City Was Provided In The Address 


'No State Was Provied In The Address 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


3 x $0 .00 

"lhe Transaction Date Is Either Before Or After The Report Coverage Period 


"Invalid Expenditure Type 


"Amount is Zero 


'No Value Provided For Last Name Field 


°No Address Was Provided 


°No City Was Provided In The Address 


"No State Was Provied In The Address 


"Missing Expenditure Purpose 


flnIlrnftn 

8tha' DIItJ'IIIbS 



USPS.com® - USPS Tracking® 	 Page 1 of2 

Engl ish Customer Service USPS Mobile 	 Register I Sign In 

ALERT: 1 he Postal Service i mOnitoring the progress of Humcane althew Check for l lpdates on which service areas may be affected Read More, 

iilJUSPSCOM' 

USPS Tracking® 

Tracking Number 9114901496450630676720 

Updated Delivery Day Friday, September 30,2016 

Product & Tracking Information 
Postal Product: 	 Features : 

USPS Tracking® 

DATE & n ME TATUS OF ITEM LOCA TION 


September 30,2016.1:17 
 Delivered, InlAt Mailbox MIAMI, FL 33161 
pm 

YOllr II!!". wi)$, dell e , ~d 'n L" "l lh~ ",allbox 31 1 17 pili on Seplernbe, " U 2016 III MIM, 1 rL 331AI 

September 29. 2016 . 3:04 Arrived at POSI Office MIAMI. FL 33181 
pm 


Seplember 29. 2016, 8.35 
 Arnved al USPS Facilily MIAMI. FL 33181 
am 


September 29. 2016 . 5:21 
 Depaned USPS Facllily OPA LOCKA. FL 33054 
am 


September 28. 20'6 .9:20 
 Arrived al USPS Facilily OPA LOCKA. FL 33054 
pm 


September 27. 2016 . 9:50 
 Arrived al USPS Facilily TALLAHASSEE. FL 32301 
pm 

Track Another Package 
Tracking (or receipt) number 

Still Have Questions? 


Browse ou r FAQs ) 


Get Easy Tracking Updates ) 
Sign up for My USPS. 

Available Actions 

T<'XI Updales 

Manage Incomtng Packages 

Track al\ your packages from a dashboard 
No tracking numbers necessary 

Sign up for My USPS) 

https:lltools,usps ,com!goITrackConfirmAction.action?tRef=fullpage&tLc=l&text28777=,., 10/6/2016 

https:lltools,usps,com!goITrackConfirmAction.action?tRef=fullpage&tLc=l&text28777
http:USPS.com
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