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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Robert Levy 

/ 
Case No.:  FEC 20-256 

TO:      Robert Levy 
 2099 Northwest Pine Street Way 
 Stuart, FL 34994 
  

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (CONSENT ORDER - PUBLIC) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, May 25, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon thereafter as the parties 
can be heard.  
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  
Enclosed you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID 640938187 or 
via teleconference by dialing (866) 901-6455 and entering the meeting access code 278040912, when prompted.  If you wish 
to speak before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely. Please be advised that 
the Commission will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Commission staff at (850) 922-4539. 
 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances will be 
granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission.  

However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided by an 
en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your 
case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, some cases 

(including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, 
unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will 
not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to 
present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on this date.  As an 

Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential cases.   
 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record of the hearing, 

the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West Gaines Street, 

The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 10, 2021 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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5.  The acknowledgement letter also advised Respondent that all of the Division’s publications 
and reporting forms are available on their website, including Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, the 
Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook and the Calendar of Reporting Dates.  The letter 
further advised Respondent that it was his responsibility to read, understand, and follow the 
requirements of Florida’s election laws.  To review the acknowledgement letter, refer to Exhibit 3. 

6.   On May 25, 2018, Respondent changed his candidacy designation from the 2020 general 
election to the 2018 special election for the same office.  He also filed another DS-DE 9 re-appointing 
Mr. Sanders as campaign treasurer and changing his own contact address.  To review the re-
designation letter, the DS-DE 9, and the Division's response, refer to Exhibit 4. 

7.   On September 24, 2018, Respondent filed two more DS-DE 9s appointing Maressa Levy 
as campaign treasurer, re-designating Mr. Sanders as deputy campaign treasurer, and changing his 
own contact address back to that on the original DS-DE 9.  To review the DS-DE 9s, refer to Exhibit 
5. 

8.  The Division sent correspondence to Respondent notifying him that he had not filed either a 
TR or notification that no reportable activity occurred and reminded him that the filing date was 
February 4, 2019.  The correspondence was mailed to Respondent at the address provided on the DS-
DE 9 filed on May 25, 2018, which was not his current mailing address.  To review the failure to file 
correspondence, refer to Exhibit 6. 

9.  On June 12, 2019, the Division sent Respondent a letter marked “Final Notice” with 
delivery confirmation stating that his 2019 TR, or the required notification that no reportable activity 
occurred, had not been filed.  The letter was mailed to Respondent at the address provided on the DS-
DE 9 filed on May 25, 2018, which was not his current mailing address.  The letter was returned 
undelivered but was emailed to Respondent on June 20, 2019.  Respondent confirmed receipt of the 
email from the Division.   To review the letter marked “Final Notice” and Division emails, refer to 
Exhibit 7. 

II.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(7), 106.141(1), and 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes: 

10.  I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by not 
notifying the filing officer, in writing, that no TR would be filed due to not receiving any 
contributions or making expenditures during the TR reporting period or by not filing a TR to reflect 
financial activity during the TR reporting period.  I also investigated whether Respondent violated 
Section 106.141, Florida Statutes, by not disposing of all remaining campaign funds within 90 days of 
being eliminated. 

Report Report Cover 
Period 

Due Date Report or 
Waiver 

Required 

3Exhibit # 

2019 TR 11-7-18 - 2-4-19 February 4, 2019 Report 8 

                                                 
3I subpoenaed Respondent’s campaign account records for the designated campaign depository. 
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FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 20-256 

Respondent:  Robert Levy 
Complainant:  Division of Elections 

1. Date and time:  August 17, 2020, 4:32 p.m.
Name:  Robert Levy, Respondent
Phone #:  772-341-0695
Summary:  Mr Levy called about his case, FEC 20-256.  He said he didn’t know what the
referral was about.  I told him that the termination report was not filed and that the Division
of Elections could help him file it.  He said, “What happens if I don’t file it?”  I said I wasn’t
sure how to answer that, and that the Division submitted the referral because he didn’t file
the TR.  He said, “Screw it, I’m not going to do that.”  I told him again that the Division
could help him if he needed it, and they could explain why the referral was sent.  He replied,
“Screw it.  Screw that, I’m not going to do that.  Bye.”  (duration 2:24)
Memo to File? No
Entered by:  MD

2. Date and time:  10/21/2020; 08:12 a.m.
Name:  Donna Clark – Wells Fargo
Phone #: (704) 590-8964
Summary:  I returned Donna Clark’s call for the bank’s subpoena reference number
20256061.  Ms. Clark was verifying the information requested in the subpoena and said it
was in production and would be provided soon.
Memo to File? No
Entered by:  CM

3. Date and time:  11/06/2020; 03:48 a.m.
Name:  Donna Clark – Wells Fargo
Phone #: (704) 590-8964
Summary:  I returned Donna Clark’s call for the bank’s subpoena reference number
20256061.  Ms. Clark requested an extension until Tuesday 11/10/20.  She said it was in
production and would have to go through quality control.  I told Ms Clark that she can
have the extension and I will look for the documents on Tuesday.
Memo to File? No
Entered by:  CM

4. Date and time:  12/15/2020, 10:54 a.m.
Name:  Robert Levy, Respondent
Phone #:  772-341-0695
Summary: Spoke with Respondent to go over referral.  I informed him what the referral
was about, and that the TR still has not be submitted.  Referred Respondent to the Division
for assistance completing TR report.  Respondent stated the campaign treasurer was
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supposed to file the TR.  Respondent stated he did not know how to do the reports.  He stated 
the campaign treasurer was supposed to file the TR and at this point the campaign treasurer 
is gone and the report will not be completed. 
 
I informed him when I conclude my investigation, a copy of the Report of Investigation 
(ROI) will be mailed to him.  Based on the results of the investigation, a staff attorney will 
prepare and present a written Staff Recommendation (SR) to the Commission. He will have 
an opportunity to respond to both the ROI and the SR. The Commission will then hold one 
or more hearings to determine whether the alleged violation occurred and, if so, the amount 
of the fine to be imposed upon him.  The Commission can impose $1,000.00 per violation. 
 
I informed Respondent he has the option to enter into negotiations with our legal staff 
directed towards settlement.  Respondent stated he was “not going to pay anything for a 
report not being filed in an election he lost two years ago.” 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:  CM 
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FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 20-256 
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supposed to file the TR.  Respondent stated he did not know how to do the reports.  He stated 
the campaign treasurer was supposed to file the TR and at this point the campaign treasurer 
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FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 20-256 

Respondent:  Robert Levy 

Complainant:  Division of Elections 

1. Date and time:  August 17, 2020, 4:32 p.m. 
Name:  Robert Levy, Respondent 
Phone #:  772-341-0695 
Summary:  Mr Levy called about his case, FEC 20-256.  He said he didn’t know what the 
referral was about.  I told him that the termination report was not filed and that the Division 
of Elections could help him file it.  He said, “What happens if I don’t file it?”  I said I wasn’t 
sure how to answer that, and that the Division submitted the referral because he didn’t file 
the TR.  He said, “Screw it, I’m not going to do that.”  I told him again that the Division 
could help him if he needed it, and they could explain why the referral was sent.  He replied, 
“Screw it.  Screw that, I’m not going to do that.  Bye.”  (duration 2:24) 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:  MD 

2. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

3. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

4. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

5. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        
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6. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

7. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

8. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

9. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        

10. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Memo to File? No 
Entered by:        
 







   

   

      

 

                  
             

    

             
     

               

                

               
      

                 
           

               
    

                
              

                  
                 

                
  

                  
           

  







  
  

  

  

     
   
   

   

  
 

 

      
       

   

      

       
     

   

  

                 
             

                 
                   

                 
                   

      

                     
                

                 
              

      

             

 

        
    

    

    

                  




