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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-18-337 
 
NAME: PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  10/15/18 

DATE REPORT DUE:  09/07/18 (2018 G1) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT:  09/12/18 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE:  5 

AMOUNT OF FINE:  $1,150.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (X) NUMBER OF DAYS (  )  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $0 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $18,669.25 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  09/17/18 

SUMMARY:  People for the American Way is an independent expenditure organization (IXO) registered 
with the State of Florida.  The IXO’s listed chair is Diane Laviolette, who identified herself as General 
Counsel of the organization in the appeal. 

The IXO is appealing the fine.  According to Diane Laviolette, they did not receive any of their credentials 
until September 12th. She states that she contacted Gary Holland at the Florida Department of State (FLDOS) 
on September 11th for guidance on how to file an independent expenditure report. After speaking with a 
representative, she completed documents to register People for the American Way (PFAW) and emailed 
them the same day. Ms. Laviolette states that on September 12th, a representative called and verbally 
provided log in credentials. She also notes that she submitted the filing that evening and that they have not 
made any additional expenditures in Florida to date.  
 

• The 2018 G1 Original Report covers the period from 08/25/18-08/31/18; it was due on 09/07/18. 
• The 2018 G1 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 09/12/18. 
• People for the American Way reported receiving zero contributions, while making 3 expenditures. 
• The Division of Elections has one note that pertains to People for the American Way’s 2018 G1 

report. DOE staff spoke with Diana Laviolette on 09/12/18 and gave her the account number, pin 
and EFS website. They also told her to “file the 2018 G1 report that was due Sept. 7th because they 
made expenditures during that period”.   

 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  NONE 

 
 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [X  ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
IXO [ X ] 

 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 



September 24, 2018 

Kristi Reid Willis, Chief 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Re: Appeal of Late Fine 

·A PEOPLE 
--.f!YA FOR THE 

•---\AMERICAN 
I'~ WAY 

People For the American Way 

Dear Ms. Willis: 

On behalf of People For the American Way (PFAW) I am writing to appeal the fine imposed on the 
organization. 

On September 11, 2018, I contacted Gary Holland at the Florida Department of State (FLDOS) seeking 
guidance on how to file an independent expenditure report. He later transferred me to a representative 
who indicated that the organization must first register as an independent expenditure organization. 
During that conversation with the representative, I disclosed the dates and nature of the independent 
expenditures PFAW made. The representative indicated that the filing deadline may have passed and 
advised me to promptly draft a letter seeking to register PFAW. I submitted all of the information that 
same day via email to elecrecords@dos.myflorida.com. On September 12, I received a call from a FLDOS 
sta,ff person who verbally provided me with PFAW's log in credentials so that I can quickly file the 
required information. I submitted the filing that evening. To date, we have not made any additional 
expenditures in Florida and the reports have been filed to indicate zero expenditures have been made. 

We take campaign finance compliance seriously and make every effort to adhere to the rules. We have 
made adjustments to ensure this does not happen again. 

vly, -
~n~:::::~· 

General Counsel 

llOI 15th Street, NW" Suite 600 " Washington, DC 20005-5002 

Telephone 202.467.4999 " Fax 202.293.2672 " E-mail pfaw@pfaw.org " Website www.pfaw.org 

"~··~" 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

September 17, 2018 

Diane Laviolette, Chairperson 

People for the American Way 

110 I 15th Street, Northwest 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20005-0005 

Dear Ms. Laviolette: 

Ken De.tzner 
Secretary of State 

DNISION OF ELECTIONS 

IX073795 

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on September 7, 2018, was filed on September 12, 2018. By 
law, you are automatically assessed a late fine of $1,150.00. 

You have 20 days fro~ the receipt of this notice to either: . 

'l. . Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an 
allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at: 

Florida Division of Elections 
RA. Gray Building, Room. 316 
500South Bronough Street. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011 

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 2B-l.005 and 2B-l.0055, · 
Florida Administrative Code) at: 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

If you appeal, please send a copy also to the Fforida Division of EfoCfion-ssotliat you Will not------·-·~---­
receive further notices from the Division about this matter. 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 245-6~80. 
- ··-· ··~·-···-~~.---~·------·--··,,-·;-·- ~------~·-·-. 

Sincerely, 

~ -~t~ w, lb .. 
Krisft Reid Willis, Chief . . 
Bureau of Election Records 

The RA Gray Building-Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6240 
• WWW Address: http://dos.myflorida.com/ele • E-Mail: ElecRecords(@,dos.myflorida.c 
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Br'Axeton Wims

From: Willis, Kristi R. (Bronson) <Kristi.Willis@DOS.MyFlorida.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2018 2:55 PM
To: Br'Axeton Wims
Subject: RE: FEC- Document Request for IXO 73795- People for The American Way (2018 G1 Report)
Attachments: People for the American Way Notes.pdf; People for the American Way 2018 G1 Reports.pdf; People 

for the American Way 2018 G1 Queued Transaction Report.pdf

 

From: Br'Axeton Wims [mailto:Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2018 10:21 AM 
To: Willis, Kristi R. (Bronson) <Kristi.Willis@DOS.MyFlorida.com> 
Subject: FEC‐ Document Request for IXO 73795‐ People for The American Way (2018 G1 Report) 
 

EMAIL RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL SOURCE 

Good Morning,  
  
Can you send me the Report, Queued Transaction Report, and History Notes for: 
  
IXO 73795‐ People for The American Way (2018 G1 Report) 
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Also, I could not find their filing history account on the website. Do they have anything on file? I entered the 
account number and nothing came up.  
 
Thank you and have a wonderful day.  
 
 
 

Br'Axeton E. Wims 
Administrative Assistant II 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines St 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 
850-922-4539 Ext. 109 
br'axeton.wims@myfloridalegal.com 

 
 

 

The Department of State is committed to excellence.
Please take our Customer Satisfaction Survey. 

 

 



People for the American Way

Campaign Finance Activity

Note: The information presented below was obtained from the Committee's/Candidate's Campaign Treasurer's 
Report filed with the Division of Elections. About the Campaign Finance Data Base. If all contributions for a 
reporting period are less than 1 dollar Then they may not be displayed. 

Filing Period
Contributions

Expend Other TransfersMonetary Loans InKind
08/25/2018 - 

08/31/2018 
0.00 0.00 0.00 18,669.25 0.00 0.00

09/01/2018 - 
09/07/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

09/08/2018 - 
09/14/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

09/15/2018 - 
09/21/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

09/22/2018 - 
09/28/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

09/29/2018 - 
10/05/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

10/06/2018 - 
10/12/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 940.34 0.00 0.00

W 10/13/2018 - 
10/19/2018 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

All Dates (Totals) 0.00 0.00 0.00 19,609.59 0.00 0.00

Note: (E) indicates that report was filed electronically
X Indicates that detail has not been released

W Indicates that a waiver was filed and L Indicates that a loan report was filed

Select Detail Type Select Sort Order Select Output Type 
Contributions  Date(Ascending)  Display On Screen 

Submit Query Now

Query the Campaign Finance Data Base

Page 1 of 2Campaign Finance Activity - Division of Elections - Florida Department of State

10/25/2018https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/cgi-bin/TreSel.exe



[Department of State] [Division of Elections] [Candidates and Races] [Campaign Finance Information]

Page 2 of 2Campaign Finance Activity - Division of Elections - Florida Department of State

10/25/2018https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/cgi-bin/TreSel.exe











10/15/2018 Committee Tracking system - Florida Division of Elections - Department of State 

. Comm,ittee Tracking System 

People for the American Way 

Type:lndependent Expenditures Organization 

Status :Active 

Address:1101 15th Street, Northwest 

Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20005 

Phone:(202)467-2399 

Chairperson: Diane Laviolette 

Treasurer:Diane Laviolette 

Registered Agent:None 

Purpose: 

Affiliates: 

[
················-···········-···-····"""'"'"'"""""-·---·-:---·····'·"''''"'''''''''''"'' 

Campaign Finance Acti~ity j 

' \ 

https://dos.elections.myflorida.com/committees/ComDetail:asp?account=73795 1/1 
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