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STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 

In Re:   Robert Prater 

/ 

Case No.:  FEC 18-052 

TO:  Robert Prater 

 9118 Palos Verdes Drive 

 Orlando, FL 32825 

Claramargaret H. Groover 

1124 Bryn Mawr Street 

Orllando, FL 32804 
 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (CONSENT ORDER: PUBLIC) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on February 23, 2021 at 8:30 am, EST, or 

as soon thereafter as the parties can be heard.   

 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  

Enclosed you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID 627-359-707, or 

via teleconference by dialing (877) 309-2071 and entering the meeting access code 324-720-215, when prompted.  If you wish to 

speak before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely. Please be advised that the 

Commission will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Commission staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     

 

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable 

cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 

that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable cause are being 

considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that 

the case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 

have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission.  

As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 

cases. 

 

The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 

 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 

 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

February 2, 2021 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 

 

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on you for your failure 

to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you have asked the Commission to 

consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to 

file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there 

were unusual circumstances that excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a 

fine after considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed 

and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the Respondent 

committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the staff in its recommendation 

incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary 

or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with 

a violation and, before the Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent 

will have an opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 

 

If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; Chapter 28 and 

Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will decide whether the Respondent 

committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the 

Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   

 

Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations charged in the Order 

of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether Respondent’s actions in the case were 

willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited 

resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources 

at the hearing.  A financial affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 ꞏ Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com ꞏ www.fec.state.fl.us  

 

 

 

Commission Meeting 
February 23, 2021 at 8:30AM 

via GoToWebinar and OpenVoice 
 
 

In order to participate in the public portion of the February 23, 2021, Florida Elections Commission 
meeting, please follow the instructions below: 
 

A. GoToWebinar – Remote Video Conferencing 
1. Open your web browser and search GoToWebinar or enter www.gotowebinar.com 
2. Select Join A Webinar in the upper right corner of the website 
3. Enter the 9-digit Webinar ID: 627-359-707 

And your email address 
4. Register your name and email address 
5. You will automatically join to the meeting as an attendee.  Attendees are muted and can 

choose to their webcam.  
 

B. OpenVoice - Teleconference 
1. Call 1-877-309-2071 
2. Enter Audio Access Code 324-720-215 
3. You will automatically join the meeting as an attendee.  Attendees are muted. 

 
While this is a public meeting and advanced registration is not mandatory, we ask that if you plan to 
attend via Video Conference or Teleconference, that you notify our office in advance.  This will give 
the Commission the opportunity to organize the agenda as efficiently as possible.  It will be the goal 
of the Commission to hear cases in which parties are present, first, in order to reduce the standby 
time of the parties in attendance. 
 
You can call or email our office of your intent to participate or of any questions you may have 
regarding this meeting.  Please provide the case number(s) of interest, when contacting our office. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Commission Staff 

 
 



   
   

   
 

 

  
 

  

     
    

   

          

                 

           

   

              

     

             

               

   

            

    

         

            

  

   
     



            

       

   

              

       

             

 

              

    

                

    

             

           

               

            

             

               

        

                

              

     

 

            

   
    











S T T E  O F FLO RI D

D I V I S I O N  O F D M I N I S T R T I V E  H E RI N G S

FLO RI D  E LE C T I O N S  C O M M I S S I O N ,

Petitioner,

vs.

RO B E RT  PR T E R,

Resp ondent.
                                                                    /

C ase N o. 20-4744FE C

O RD E R C LO S I N G  F I LE

T his cause comes before the undersigned on the Joint M otion to Relinquish 
Jurisdiction filed on N ovember 6, 2020. T he p arties have reached a settlement, and 
request that the matter be relinquished to the Florida E lections C ommission to take 
action on the settlement. T he undersigned being fully advised, it is, therefore, 

O RD E RE D  that:

1. T he Joint M otion is G R N T E D .

2. T he p re-hearing conference scheduled for D ecember 4, 2020, and the final 
hearing scheduled D ecember 10, 2020, are canceled.

3. T he file of the D ivision of dministrative H earings is closed and jurisdiction is 
relinquished to the S tate of Florida, C ommission on E thics.



2

D O N E  N D  O RD E RE D  this 6th day of N ovember, 2020, in T allahassee, Leon 
C ounty, Florida.

S
H E T L D E S I

dministrative Law Judge
D ivision of dministrative H earings
T he D eS oto B uilding
1230 p alachee Parkway
T allahassee, Florida  32399-3060
(850) 488-9675
Fax  Filing (850) 921-6847
www.doah.state.fl.us

Filed with the C lerk of the
D ivision of dministrative H earings
this 6th day of N ovember, 2020.

C O P I E S  FU RN I S H E D :

S tep hanie Jane C unningham, E squire
Florida E lections C ommission
C ollins B uilding, S uite 224
107 W est G aines S treet
T allahassee, Florida  32399
(eS erved)

Robert Prater
918 Palos V erdes D rive
O rlando, Florida  32825
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Robert Prater 
/ 

Case No.:  FEC 18-052 

 
TO:  Robert Prater 
 9118 Palos Verdes Drive 
 Orlando, FL 32825 
  

 
Claramargaret H. Groover 
1124 Bryn Mawr Street 
Orlando, FL 32804 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, November 19, 2019 at 9:00 am, or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Room 110-
S, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items into the building 
and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
November 1, 2019 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



   
   

          

    

           
              

           
                

        

          
           

        

              
   

            
         

       
           

        
        

            
         

            
        

             
            
              

                
            

           

     



 
  

           
             

              

              
             

                  
                 
                  

                
            
        

           
             
            

           
                
     

              
             

           

            
               

               
             

               
              

         

                
             
        

            
         

  

          
          

         
     

     







      
    

            

             

 

                
                     

             

      

  

           
         

          
              

         
             

        
        

           
             
       

 







   
   
    

   

    

           
            

        

          
         
          

  

   

               
               

        

        

             
              
     

          
                 
                 
                
               

                   
                 

                 
            

               
                 

       

              

   



 
                

                  
                 

                
           

              
            

               
            

             
                  

            
                

           

               
           

               
               

   

             
                

     

                
                 

                 
                

                
                 

                  
                 

              
          

               
               
                 

                 
     

                
              

               
                    

   



                  
                 

                   
               

                  

           
           

               
  

               
              
             

             

              
  

   

          

 

               
     

              
           

                
              

   

             
               

                
     

  

      

  
  

 





 
  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
    

   
   
    

       

       

   

     

   

     

      

     

   

    

    

    

 







       

       

       

 

            

      

       

          

          

       

        

  

         

            

        

     

      

       

       

    

     
           

         

 

          

       

     

 
       

        

          

 





  
          

            

                 

  

             

        

           

      

            

          

           

                    

                

                 

                

                 

   

              

                  

                  

               

               

          

              

         

                 

 

               

            

    
   

   

  









   
  

    

   

    

      
  

  
               

                  
              

                
               

                 
                 

                 
                 

              
                 

                  
               

                
              

                 
             

    
    

      
  

  
                

                   
                  

                  
              
                   

                
                  

 
    

    

    
 

  

      



 
 

 
    

  

    
 

 
 

    
  

    
 

 
 

    
  

    
 

 
 

    
  

    
 

 
 

    
  

    
 

 
 

    
  

    
 

 
 

    
  

    

      
   





















     
 

            

                    
                    
               

   
                  
                 

            

                  
                   

 

                 
               

 

                 
         

                   
                

                 
                

             

               
             

              
        

 









 

                 
              

                 
        

 

  

 
   

   
 

  
      

  
  





 

     

      

    

   

 

        

    

                   

                   

                   

                   

                 

                 

                  

                    

               

 

              

               

                    

                  

               

             

 

  











     

      

    

   

 

        

    

                   

                   

                   

                   

                 

                 

                  

                    

               

 

              

               

                    

                 

               

             

 

  



  

       
 

    

        

 

 

 
  

                   
                   

  
    

    
     

    

       
         

       

                 
          

           

        
        

         
              

               

               

               

   

                
               
               

        

            

               
              
           

               
       

        

                
               

    
     

  
    
  

 
 
 



   
        

  

   
   

                  

      

          

  

 
          

         

        

      

        

              

                  

            

                  
                

               
              

                 

                  

    
     





 

          
            

                 

  

             

        

           
      

            

           

           

                    

                

                 

                

                 
   

              

                  

                  

               

               

          

              

         

                 
 

               

            

   
  







   
    

     

       

       

 

            

      

       

          

          

        

        

  

         

            

        

     

       

       

       

    

     

           

         

 

          

       

     

 

       

        





     

      

     

      
  

  

                
                  

                
   

         

           
    

                
               

                     
     
         

            
  

                  
                

                   
   

       
  

                 
               

                 
   

      

          
  

                   
                
           

 

       
  

                  
                   

               
   

       
  

             

             
                  

    

         
  

                 
            

       
      

               
                   
       

       
 

 




