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FEC # 20-247 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 

In Re:   Florida For All, Inc. 

/ 

Case No.:  FEC 20-247 

TO:  Ronald G. Meyer, Esquire 

 Meyer, Brooks, Blohm and Hearn, P.A. 

 131 North Gadsden Street 

 Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Division of Elections 

500 S Bronough Street, Room 316 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on February 23, 2021 at 8:30 am, EST, or 

as soon thereafter as the parties can be heard.   

 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  

Enclosed you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID 627-359-707, or 

via teleconference by dialing (877) 309-2071 and entering the meeting access code 324-720-215, when prompted.  If you wish to 

speak before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely. Please be advised that the 

Commission will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Commission staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     

 

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable 

cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 

that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable cause are being 

considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that 

the case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 

have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission.  

As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 

cases. 

 

The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 

 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 

 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

February 2, 2021 



NOH 

FEC # 20-247 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 

 

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on you for your failure 

to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you have asked the Commission to 

consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to 

file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there 

were unusual circumstances that excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a 

fine after considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed 

and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the Respondent 

committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the staff in its recommendation 

incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary 

or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with 

a violation and, before the Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent 

will have an opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 

 

If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; Chapter 28 and 

Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will decide whether the Respondent 

committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the 

Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   

 

Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations charged in the Order 

of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether Respondent’s actions in the case were 

willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited 

resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources 

at the hearing.  A financial affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 ꞏ Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com ꞏ www.fec.state.fl.us  

 

 

 

Commission Meeting 
February 23, 2021 at 8:30AM 

via GoToWebinar and OpenVoice 
 
 

In order to participate in the public portion of the February 23, 2021, Florida Elections Commission 
meeting, please follow the instructions below: 
 

A. GoToWebinar – Remote Video Conferencing 
1. Open your web browser and search GoToWebinar or enter www.gotowebinar.com 
2. Select Join A Webinar in the upper right corner of the website 
3. Enter the 9-digit Webinar ID: 627-359-707 

And your email address 
4. Register your name and email address 
5. You will automatically join to the meeting as an attendee.  Attendees are muted and can 

choose to their webcam.  
 

B. OpenVoice - Teleconference 
1. Call 1-877-309-2071 
2. Enter Audio Access Code 324-720-215 
3. You will automatically join the meeting as an attendee.  Attendees are muted. 

 
While this is a public meeting and advanced registration is not mandatory, we ask that if you plan to 
attend via Video Conference or Teleconference, that you notify our office in advance.  This will give 
the Commission the opportunity to organize the agenda as efficiently as possible.  It will be the goal 
of the Commission to hear cases in which parties are present, first, in order to reduce the standby 
time of the parties in attendance. 
 
You can call or email our office of your intent to participate or of any questions you may have 
regarding this meeting.  Please provide the case number(s) of interest, when contacting our office. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Commission Staff 
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Donna Malphurs

From: Ronald Meyer <rmeyer@meyerbrookslaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 9:45 AM
To: Timothy Vaccaro
Cc: Donna Malphurs; Eric Lipman (eml110561@yahoo.com)
Subject: Florida for All, Inc. PC - Facts in Support of Appeals - Cases Nos.: FEC 20-243, 244, 245, 246 and 247
Attachments: Florida For All PC Fines - Reasons in Support of Appeals.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mr. Vaccaro, 
 
Attached please find material in support of Florida For All PC’s appeals in advance of the upcoming Commission 
meeting.  I appreciate your making it available to Commission members in advance of the meeting at which the appeals 
will be considered. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Ron 
 
Ronald G. Meyer, Esquire 
Meyer, Brooks, Blohm and Hearn, P.A. 
Post Office Box 1547 (32302) 
131 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 
www.meyerbrookslaw.com 
(850) 878‐5212 
(850) 656‐6750 ‐ Facsimile 
 
Confidentiality Note: 
The information contained in this transmission is legally privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you receive this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately by calling us toll free at (888) 848‐5212 and then deleting the 
message.  Thank you. 
 
 



 

MEYER, BROOKS, BLOHM AND HEARN, P.A. 
 ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

 131 NORTH GADSDEN STREET 

 TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301 

www.meyerbrookslaw.com 

 850/878-5212  
RONALD G. MEYER               MAILING ADDRESS: 

JENNIFER S. BLOHM               POST OFFICE BOX 1547 

__________________              TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302 

                FAX: 850/656-6750 

LYNN T. THOMAS, FRP               EMAIL:  rmeyer@meyerbrookslaw.com 

         PARALEGAL          

       

                                  

                          

      

February 2, 2021 

 

VIA E-Mail: Tim.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com 

  

Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

 

Re: Florida for All, Inc. PC - Facts in Support of Appeals,  

 Cases Nos.: FEC 20-243, 244, 245, 246 and 247 

 

Dear Mr. Vaccaro: 

 

This correspondence is furnished in advance of the Commission’s meeting at which the 

appeals of the Florida for All, Inc. PC (the “PC”) will be considered.  We would appreciate it if 

you would provide Commission Members with a copy of this correspondence in advance of the 

meeting. 

 

The appeals seek to set aside automatic fines in the combined amount of $47,811.03 

which were imposed by the Division of Elections as a result of the five reports being filed late 

due to the same lack of understanding by the accountant who was hired to perform compliance. 

 

The PC has long utilized an accounting firm for the purpose of filing compliance reports 

with the Division of Elections.  In the past, reporting has occurred without problem.  For 

inexplicable reasons, however, beginning with the 2020 M5 the employee of the accountant went 

off the rails.   

 

The 2020 M5 was due on or before June 10, 2020.  On June 1, 2020, the accountant’s 

staff person filed a waiver.  However, when the committee received the first notice that 

subsequent reports had not been timely filed, it discovered that staff should not have filed a 

waiver.  Accordingly, the committee on July 17, 2020, amended the waiver to properly disclose 

financial activity.  This effort generated an automatic fine in the amount of $17,500. 

 

  



 

 

 

Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 

February 2, 2021 
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But it gets worse.  The accountant’s staff person also failed to file weekly reports for the 

committee (the P1, P1A, P2 and P2A) on a timely basis.  Upon receiving a notice of late-filing, 

on July 6, 2020, the accountant’s staff person filed waivers for each of the reports.  However, 

waivers should not have been filed since there was financial activity during each of those 

periods.  This is when the officers of the PC first received the notifications of late-filed weekly 

reports.  They immediately investigated and determined that correct reports needed to be filed 

and directed the accountants to do so.  The accountants then proceeded to file amendments to the 

waivers which had been filed. The amendments were all filed on July 20, 2020.  Amending the 

previously filed waivers generated automatic fines.  For the P1 report the fine was $14,150; for 

the P1A the fine was $10,650; for the P2 the fine was $2,211; and, for the P2A the fine was 

$3650. 

 

When pressed for an explanation of why timely and accurate reporting was not 

performed, the accounting firm stated the following:   

 

There was miscommunication in regards to the reporting schedule for the 

mentioned period. However, after our office was provided with the updated 

schedule of filing deadlines, I can assure you there hasn’t (sic) been any late 

filings.   

 

The PC has no understanding of any miscommunication since the reporting schedule 

published by the Division did not change.  Rather, it appears that the staff person responsible for 

making the filings failed to realize the shift from monthly to weekly reporting and, and therefore 

failed to file the reports.  In an apparent panic when the first notice of late filing was received, 

the accountant then filed waivers rather than correct reports. 

 

It was only when the PC’s officers actually received copies of the notices and caused the 

accountants to review and correct what they had done did accurate amendments to the previously 

filed waivers get filed on July 20, 2020. 

 

The officers of the PC had no reason to believe that the customary timely filing of reports 

was not taking place.  It was not until they received notice that the accountants had acted 

improperly that they had any reason to believe that mistakes had been made.  The officers then 

immediately directed corrected reports.  We acknowledge that the reports were late-filed.  

However, we submit that the unforeseen failure of the accountants repeating the same mistake 

multiple times should mitigate against the assessment of a penalty in the combined amount of 

$47,811.03. 

 

  



 

 

 

Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 

February 2, 2021 
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We respectfully request that the Commission find unusual circumstances and set aside the 

penalty or, if failing to find unusual circumstances, nonetheless set aside the fine given the 

overall lack of any improper motivations. 

  

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ronald G. Meyer 

 

RGM/ltt 

 

cc: Mr. Raymond Paultre, Chairperson 

 Ms. Donna Malphurs, Clerk FEC 

 Eric Lipman, Esquire, General Counsel 

  

 







 

MEYER, BROOKS, BLOHM AND HEARN, P.A. 
 ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

 131 NORTH GADSDEN STREET 

 TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301 

www.meyerbrookslaw.com 

 850/878-5212  
RONALD G. MEYER               MAILING ADDRESS: 

THOMAS W. BROOKS
*+              POST OFFICE BOX 1547 

JENNIFER S. BLOHM               TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302 

LYNN C. HEARN               FAX: 850/656-6750 

MAJOR R. THOMPSON               EMAIL: rmeyer@meyerbrookslaw.com 

 

            
      *Board Certified in Labor and Employment Law   

                  +Certified Circuit Mediator 

ALEX VILLALOBOS          

  OF COUNSEL              LYNN T. THOMAS, FRP 

                    PARALEGAL  

  

August 4, 2020 

VIA E-Mail: Tim.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com 

  

Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

 

Re: Notice of Appeal – Florida for All, Inc. 

 

Dear Mr. Vaccaro: 

 

Please take notice that our office represents Florida for All, Inc. (the “Committee”) which by 

letter dated July 30, 2020, (attached) has been assessed an automatic fine in the amount of $3,650.00 for 

the campaign treasurer’s report that was due on July 10, 2020.     

 

The Committee appeals the fine which has been imposed and requests an opportunity to present 

argument at a hearing before the Commission as authorized by Rules 2B-1.005 and 2B-1.055, Florida 

Administrative Code.  

 

If any further steps are required to perfect this appeal, please notify me at once.  We request that 

further communication relating to this matter be directed through this office.   

 

 Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ronald G. Meyer 

 

RGM/ltt 

Attachment 

cc: Mr. Raymond Paultre, Chairperson 

 Ms. Donna Malphurs, Clerk FEC 

 Ms. Kristi Reid Willis, Division of Elections 





















8/4/2020 FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report

https://doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp?AcctNum=60452&cboElection=&cboType=COM&txtName= 2/4

8/31/2018 P7A 8/31/2018
8/24/2018 P7 8/24/2018
8/17/2018 P6 8/17/2018
8/10/2018 P5 8/10/2018
8/3/2018 P4 8/3/2018
7/27/2018 P3 7/27/2018
7/20/2018 P2A 7/20/2018
7/13/2018 P2 7/13/2018
7/6/2018 P1A 7/6/2018
6/29/2018 P1 6/29/2018
6/11/2018 M5 6/11/2018
5/10/2018 M4 5/10/2018
4/10/2018 M3 4/10/2018
3/12/2018 M2 3/12/2018
2/12/2018 M1 2/12/2018
1/10/2018 M12 1/10/2018
12/11/2017 M11 12/11/2017
11/13/2017 M10 11/10/2017
10/10/2017 M9 10/10/2017
9/22/2017 M8 9/11/2017
8/10/2017 M7 8/10/2017
7/10/2017 M6 7/10/2017
6/12/2017 M5 6/12/2017
5/10/2017 M4 5/10/2017
4/10/2017 M3 4/10/2017
3/11/2017 M2 3/10/2017
2/10/2017 M1 2/10/2017
1/10/2017 M12 1/10/2017
12/12/2016 M11 12/12/2016
11/4/2016 D6 11/3/2016
11/4/2016 G7 11/4/2016
11/2/2016 D5 11/2/2016
11/1/2016 D4 11/1/2016 CLO 0 $948.18 $948.18 $948.18
10/31/2016 D3 10/31/2016
10/30/2016 D2 10/30/2016
10/29/2016 D1 10/29/2016
10/28/2016 G6 10/28/2016
10/21/2016 G5 10/21/2016
10/14/2016 G4 10/14/2016
10/7/2016 G3 10/7/2016
9/30/2016 G2A 9/30/2016
9/23/2016 G2 9/23/2016
9/16/2016 G1A 9/16/2016
9/9/2016 G1 9/9/2016
9/2/2016 P7A 9/2/2016
8/26/2016 P7 8/26/2016
8/19/2016 P6 8/19/2016
8/12/2016 P5 8/12/2016
8/5/2016 P4 8/5/2016
7/29/2016 P3 7/29/2016
7/22/2016 P2A 7/22/2016
7/15/2016 P2 7/15/2016
7/8/2016 P1A 7/8/2016
7/1/2016 P1 7/1/2016
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