
AMENDED NOH 
FEC # 20-295 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Eric Robinson 

/ 
 

 
Case No.:  FEC 20-295 

TO:  Ben Gibson, Esquire 
 Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
 215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 
 Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Ronald G. Meyer, Esquire 
Meyer and Blohm, P.A. 
PO Box 1547 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

AMENDED NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (REVIEW OF PETITION FOR ATTORNEY'S FEES AND COSTS) 
(ONLY CHANGES MADE WERE TO CORRECT WEBINAR ID &  

TELECONFERENCE DIAL-IN NUMBER & ACCESS CODE 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 31, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon 

thereafter as the parties can be heard.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  Enclosed 
you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID: 116499747 or via 
teleconference by dialing (877) 309-2074 and entering the meeting access code 339-753-920, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely.  Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact Commission 
staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances 

will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to 

the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, 

some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided 
by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately 
on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 
minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on 

this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record 

of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West 

Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 23, 2021 

 



AMENDED NOH 
FEC # 20-295 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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FEC # 20-295 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Eric Robinson 

/ 
 

 
Case No.:  FEC 20-295 

TO:  Ben Gibson, Esquire 
 Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
 215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 
 Tallahassee, FL 32301 
 

Ronald G. Meyer, Esquire 
Meyer and Blohm, P.A. 
PO Box 1547 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING (REVIEW OF PETITION FOR ATTORNEY'S FEES AND COSTS) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 31, 2021, at 8:30 am EST, or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  Enclosed 
you will find additional details on joining the video conference via GoToWebinar, 9-Digit Webinar ID: 411242395 or via 
teleconference by dialing (877) 568-4108 and entering the meeting access code 648-343-135, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely.  Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact Commission 
staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  Continuances 

will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your case to 

the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests that your case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In addition, 

some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) may be decided 
by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be considered separately 
on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 
minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission on 

this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official record 

of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 West 

Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 13, 2021 
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FEC # 20-295 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.





From: Timothy Vaccaro
To: Benjamin J. Gibson
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro; Donna Malphurs
Subject: Re: May FEC Meeting
Date: Sunday, May 9, 2021 12:47:29 PM

Absolutely,  Ben.  Just let me know.

Thanks,

Tim

Get Outlook for Android

From: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 8, 2021 6:48:11 PM
To: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro <MMontanaro@shutts.com>
Subject: RE: May FEC Meeting
 
Tim,
 
My mediation got rescheduled back to Tuesday, May 25, and so I now have a conflict with the FEC
meeting that same day.

With Mr. Meyer’s consent, can the fee petition in FEC 20-295 be placed on the agenda for the August 17
meeting?
 
-Ben
 

  

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website

 

From: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 11:12 PM
To: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com>
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro <MMontanaro@shutts.com>
Subject: Re: May FEC Meeting



 
Great.  Thanks, Ben.

Tim

Get Outlook for Android
 

From: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 10:43:53 PM
To: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro <MMontanaro@shutts.com>
Subject: RE: May FEC Meeting
 
Hi Tim,
 
I will be available for the hearing on the fee petition in FEC 20-295 on Tuesday, May 25.
 
Thanks,
Ben
 

  

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website

 

From: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 12:47 PM
To: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com>
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro <MMontanaro@shutts.com>
Subject: RE: May FEC Meeting
 
Thank you, Ben!
 
Tim Vaccaro
Executive Director
Florida Elections Commission
107 West Gaines Street
The Collins Building, Suite 224
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050



(850) 922-4539
 

From: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 12:05 PM
To: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro <MMontanaro@shutts.com>
Subject: Re: May FEC Meeting
 
Ok, thank you. I should know by the end of this week and will let you know.
 
Best,
Ben

Ben Gibson
 

On May 5, 2021, at 11:35 AM, Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
wrote:

Hi Ben,
 
We planned to have the fees petition on the agenda.  Is the mediation an all-day event?  If
you get into a scheduling bind and need us to push out the fees petition, I’m sure we can
do that, assuming Ron Meyer has no objection.  The August meeting is tentatively
scheduled for August 17. 
 
It looks like we also have the Consent Order scheduled.  That should go en masse, so I don’t
expect an issue.  In the rare event they pulled it for discussion, I could ask them to continue
it.
 
Just let me know.
 
Thanks,
 
Tim Vaccaro
Executive Director
Florida Elections Commission
107 West Gaines Street
The Collins Building, Suite 224
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050
(850) 922-4539
 

From: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 11:21 AM
To: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: Michelle M. Montanaro <MMontanaro@shutts.com>



Subject: RE: May FEC Meeting
 
Hi Tim,
 
Thank you for the heads up.
 
I have two items that are pending and which I was communicating with Eric Lipman on
previously:
 

1. Consent Order for FEC 20-284, In re: Citrus County Republican Executive Committee. 
The Consent Order has been executed by my client and a payment in the amount of
$800 (check drawn on Shutts & Bowen trust account) was also previously dropped
off with the Division.

2. Petition for Attorney’s Fees and Costs in FEC 20-295, Respondent: Eric Robinson.
 
Will one or both of these items be on the agenda for the Tuesday, May 25 meeting? 
 
I believe I may have a mediation scheduled for that date and so want to make sure I can
coordinate.
 
Thank you—
Ben
 

  

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website

 

From: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 3, 2021 10:32 AM
To: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com>
Subject: May FEC Meeting
 
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the SHUTTS email system. Do not respond,
click any links or open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is
safe.
 
 

Good morning, Ben:



 
I hope you’re well.
 
I’m not sure if you have any cases on the May agenda, but FYI we had to move the meeting
to Tuesday, May 25.  It will be a remote videoconference.
 
Thanks,
 
Tim
 
Tim Vaccaro
Executive Director
Florida Elections Commission
107 West Gaines Street
The Collins Building, Suite 224
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050
(850) 922-4539
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May 4, 2021 

 

 

VIA E-Mail: Tim.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com 

  

Chair and Members 
Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

 

 Re: Case No.: FEC 20-295 – George Thurlow – Response to Request for Award of 

Attorney Fees 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

 The above-referenced request for attorney’s fees made by Eric Robinson (“Robinson”) 

does not state a prima facie case for such an award.  Accordingly, the request should be denied. 

 

Overview 

 

 First, Rule 2B-1.0045, Florida Administrative Code, requires that a petition seeking an 

award of attorney fees “shall state with particularity the facts and grounds that demonstrate that 

the respondent is entitled to an award of costs and attorney’s fees from the complainant.” 

(underlining added for emphasis). The Request before the Commission wholly fails to meet such 

pleading requirement. 

 

 Second, the Commission should make an award of attorney’s fees only in the most 

egregious of circumstances since, otherwise, penalizing a person for bringing forward suspected 

violations of the Florida Election Code, will have a chilling effect upon the willingness of 

citizens to seek review by the Commission of suspected violations. 

 

The Complainant Did Not Take Any Improper Actions 

 

 Federal law (see, 52 U.S.C. § 30121, formerly 2 U.S.C. § 441e) prohibits "foreign 

nationals" (defined to include foreign governments and corporations) from making contributions 



 

 

 

 

Chair and Members 
Florida Elections Commission 

May 4, 2021 

Page Two 

 

 

 

in connection with a Federal, State, or local election.  Subsection 30121(2) makes it unlawful for 

“a person to solicit, accept, or receive a contribution or donation…from a foreign national.” 

 

 In the matter before the Commission, the Complainant learned that Robinson had 

accepted and reported, on behalf of a political committee for which he was then the Treasurer1 

(Florida Country Political Committee), a contribution from a foreign national in a campaign 

report he filed with the Florida Division of Elections.  The contribution facially appeared to be 

from an Ontario, Canada corporation, Queensgate Homes, Inc., with a Canadian address.     

 

 After a federal election complaint was filed, Robinson subsequently amended the Florida 

Country contribution report to reflect that the contribution came from an entity, Queensgate 

Homes, Inc. – Venosta Properties, that had a Florida address. While there is a Florida entity, 

Venosta Properties, which is related to the Canadian corporation, it is unclear from the report 

that still references Queensgate Homes, Inc. which entity made the contribution. 2 Based upon 

that knowledge, the Complainant filed a complaint with this Commission. 

 

 In response to the complaint, Robinson submitted materials to the Commission, which 

were not publicly ascertainable, to support his assertion that the contribution did not come from a 

foreign national company, but instead came from and should have been listed as a contribution 

from a domestic corporation. Therefore, the Executive Director of the Commission found the 

complaint to be legally insufficient and dismissed it.  The Complainant did not submit 

supplemental information or take other steps in an effort to keep the complaint alive.   

 

 Accordingly, what this matter winnows down to is the fact that the Complainant filed a 

complaint, upon learning from campaign reports that an apparently illegal foreign contribution 

was received by Robinson on behalf of Florida Country.  Robinson’s amendment of the report 

and supplying of other information supportive of the contribution not being from a foreign 

national caused the Executive Director to find the complaint to be legally insufficient.  At that 

point the Complainant permitted the proceedings before this Commission to die.   

 

 While Robinson’s petition for fees references actions allegedly taken by the Complainant 

in conjunction with a separate federal election proceeding and references publicity which derived 

from such federal matter, it does not state “with particularity the facts and grounds that 

demonstrate that the respondent is entitled to an award of costs and attorney’s fees from the 

complainant” (emphasis added) in the proceedings before this Commission.   

  

 
1 Robinson resigned as Treasurer by letter dated December 22, 2020 
2 The impression that the Canadian company made the contribution is buttressed by the fact that it was refunded by 

the Florida Country political committee on November 17, 2020, to Queensgate Homes, Inc. in Ontario, Canada. 
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 This case is governed by Linda Yates v. Kathy Shure, FEC Case No.: FEC 16-362, in 

which a complaint was dismissed for legal insufficiency.  There a petition seeking an award of 

attorney fees made by the Respondent was denied by this Commission determining that as long 

as no false allegations material to a violation are present, there is not a basis for an award of fees 

(relying upon Hadeed v. State of Florida, Commission on Ethics, 208 So. 3d 782 at 785 holding 

that “so long as the allegations are true and material, costs and fees are not recoverable”).   

 

 In fact, the complaint filed in these proceedings only contained allegations which were 

true and material.  There is no dispute that Robinson, as Treasurer of Florida Country Political 

Committee accepted and reported a contribution which facially appeared to be a contribution 

from a foreign national corporation in violation of federal law.  When the report was changed 

after a federal election complaint was filed to “correct” the report, based upon facts not publicly 

ascertainable, it reasonably appeared that the law had been violated and that the change of the 

report was made for the purpose of disguising the illegal foreign contribution. 

 

 There were no untrue or immaterial facts alleged in the complaint; its allegations were 

true and correct and based wholly upon the reports and publicly available information supportive 

of a violation of law.  

 

 Therefore, the petition fails to establish a prima facie entitlement for an award of attorney 

fees. 

 

 The fee petition is full of supposition and innuendo but is deficient for its failure to state 

ultimate facts supportive of a malicious intent to file the complaint or reckless disregard for 

whether the complaint contained false immaterial allegations.3 

 

 In his effort to bolster his claim, Robinson first points to the fact that the Complainant 

included Robinson’s status as a candidate on the complaint form when, it is alleged, the 

complaint had nothing to do with his candidacy.   

 

 The Complainant did include such information based upon the question asked on the 

complaint form promulgated by the Commission, to-wit: “If individual is a candidate, list the 

office or position sought:_____________”  Such inclusion of office was solely the result of the 

Commission form asking for such information and the admonition, also on the Commission 

form: “DO NOT leave any blanks.” 

  

 
3 We submit that since the only facts alleged in the complaint were true and material, irrespective of motivation, 

Robinson is not entitled to an award of attorney fees.  However, the Complainant’s motivation in filing the 

complaint was not malicious or in disregard of the facts – the facts alleged were true. 
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 Next, Robinson’s petition makes the conclusory statement that the complaint was filed 

“to damage Respondent’s personal and professional reputation and candidacy in his school board 

race.”  What is missing from such allegation is any ultimate fact that supports the conclusion.  

While the petition refers to a press statement made in connection with a Federal Election 

Commission proceeding which was similar, there are no particular facts stated which disclose 

that the Complainant undertook any action to publicize the complaint before this Commission or 

was in any other way motivated to damage the Respondent’s reputation or candidacy. 

 

 So, too, Robinson seeks to establish through the decision of the state attorney not to file a 

criminal complaint that the Complainant was maliciously motivated or disregarded relevant 

facts.  However, the fact that the complaint was filed with the state attorney based upon the 

circumstances which were extant is not evidence of malice or disregard for the facts.  From the 

public information available, the change of address to remove the foreign national corporation’s 

address gave rise to a reasonable belief that a legal violation occurred. 

 

 The Complainant accepted the Executive Director’s finding of legal insufficiency.  He 

did not attempt to assert additional facts to controvert the nonpublic information which Robinson 

submitted as his explanation.  Viewed through the lens of this case, as this Commission must do, 

all that occurred is (1) an election complaint was filed based upon a facially unlawful report 

being changed in response to a federal election complaint being filed; (2) a determination was 

made of legal insufficiency based upon nonpublic facts being submitted by Robinson to support 

the change; and (3) the complaint was dismissed without more.  

 

 Robinson’s petition should be found legally insufficient, denied and dismissed. 

 

  

Sincerely yours, 

 

  

 

      Jennifer S. Blohm 

 

JSB/ltt 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Ronald Meyer
To: Timothy Vaccaro
Cc: Donna Malphurs; Benjamin J. Gibson
Subject: Notice of Appearance - Case No.: 20-295 (George Thurlow)
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 10:51:43 AM
Attachments: Vaccaro - George Thurlow - Notice of Appearance.docx.pdf

Dear Mr. Vaccaro,
 
Please see our attached notice of appearance in the above-referenced matter.
 
With kind regards, I am
 
Sincerely yours,
 
Ron
Ronald G. Meyer, Esquire
Meyer and Blohm, P.A.
Post Office Box 1547 (32302)
131 North Gadsden Street
Tallahassee, FL  32301
www.meyerbrookslaw.com
(850) 878-5212
(850) 656-6750 - Facsimile
Confidentiality Note:
The information contained in this transmission is legally privileged and confidential, intended only
for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  If you receive this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by calling us toll free at (888) 848-5212 and then deleting the message.  Thank you.
 
 



 

MEYER AND BLOHM, P.A. 
 ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

 131 NORTH GADSDEN STREET 

 TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301 

www.meyerbrookslaw.com 

 850/878-5212  
RONALD G. MEYER               MAILING ADDRESS: 

JENNIFER S. BLOHM 

STEPHANE A. SCHAAP               POST OFFICE BOX 1547 

__________________              TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302 

                 

LYNN T. THOMAS, FRP               EMAIL:  rmeyer@meyerbrookslaw.com 

         PARALEGAL          

       

                                  

                          

      

March 30, 2021 

VIA E-Mail: Tim.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com 

  

Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

 

Re: Notice of Appearance – Case No. FEC 20-295 – George Thurlow 

 

Dear Mr. Vaccaro: 

 

This correspondence is to notify you that our office has been engaged to represent George 

Thurlow against whom a petition for an award of attorney’s fees and costs has been made in the above-

referenced matter. 

 

Please furnish the undersigned with future information relating to the Commission’s treatment of 

this matter.  It is my understanding that the case has not yet been placed on a meeting agenda.  We do not 

believe that a prima facie case for a fee award has been presented and will provide the Commission with 

our more fully stated position in a separate submission. 

 

 Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ronald G. Meyer 

 

RGM/ltt 

 

cc: Mr. George Thurlow 

 Benjamin J. Gibson, Esquire via email 

 Ms. Donna Malphurs, Clerk FEC via email    
 



Florida	Elections	Commission	
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 · Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com · www.fec.state.fl.us  

 
 
 
CERTIFIED MAIL # 9214 8969 0099 9790 1637 7994 56 

March 11, 2020 

George Thurlow 
1302 52nd Street South 
Gulfport, FL 33707 

RE: Case No.:  FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric Robinson 

Dear Mr. Thurlow: 

The Florida Elections Commission received a Petition for Attorney’s fees in this case. Pursuant to 
Rule 2B-1.0045, Florida Administrative Code, a copy of the Petition is enclosed for your review.   

At its next regularly scheduled meeting, currently set for May 18, 2021 (exact date and time to 
be determined), in Tallahassee, Florida, the Commission will review the Petition and determine 
whether it states “a prima facie case for costs and attorney’s fees.” A notice of hearing will be 
provided approximately three weeks prior to the meeting date. 

If you have any questions concerning the Petition, please contact the Florida Elections 
Commission at fec@myfloridalegal.com. 

Sincerely, 
Donna Ann Malphurs 
Agency Clerk/Public Information Officer 

/dam 
Enclosure:  Petition for Fees 
cc:  Benjamin Gibson, Attorney for Respondent w/out encl. 



Re: Filing: Respondent's Petition for Attorney 's Fees & Costs (FEC 20-295)  
Florida Elections Commission  to: Benjamin J. Gibson 03/26/2021 10:54 AM
Sent by: Donna Malphurs
Cc: "'Florida Elections Commission'", "Michelle M. Abramitis"

Dear Mr. Gibson,

The Florida Elections Commission has received your petition for attorney's fees and costs in FEC 20-295.  
It is anticipated that your petition will be heard at the Commission's next available meeting, which is 
currently scheduled for May 18, 2021.  A notice of hearing will be mailed approximately three weeks prior 
to the meeting date, with specific meeting date, time and location.

If you have any questions, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Donna Ann Malphurs
Agency Clerk/Public Information Officer

"Benjamin J. Gibson" 03/26/2021 10:37:59 AMGood morning, Please find attached Respon...

From: "Benjamin J. Gibson" <BGibson@shutts.com>
To: "'Florida Elections Commission'" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "Michelle M. Abramitis" <MAbramitis@shutts.com>
Date: 03/26/2021 10:37 AM
Subject: Filing: Respondent's Petition for Attorney's Fees & Costs (FEC 20-295)

Good morning,
 
Please find attached Respondent’s Petition for Attorney Fees and Costs in case no.: FEC 20‐295, filed 
pursuant to section 106.265(6), Florida Statutes and Rule 2B‐1.0045, Florida Administrative Code. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
 
Best,

  

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner  

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301
Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 
E-Mail | Website 
 [attachment "Respondent Petition for Fees (FEC 20‐295).pdf" deleted by Donna Malphurs/OAG] 



1 Attachment

Good morning,

Please find attached Respondent’s Petition for Attorney Fees and Costs in case no.: FEC 20-295, filed pursuant to section 106.265
(6), Florida Statutes and Rule 2B-1.0045, Florida Administrative Code. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Best,

Filing: Respondent's Petition for Attorney's Fees & Costs (FEC 20-295)Benjamin J. Gibson to: 'Florida 
Elections Commission' 03/26/2021 10:37 AM
Cc: "Michelle M. Abramitis"
From: "Benjamin J. Gibson" <BGibson@shutts.com>
To: "'Florida Elections Commission'" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "Michelle M. Abramitis" <MAbramitis@shutts.com>

Respondent Petition for Fees (FEC 20-295).pdf

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

Shutts_Logo.j
pg

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website

Page 1 of 1

3/26/2021file:///C:/Users/MalphursD/AppData/Local/Temp/notes5D3EFE/~web1864.htm
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 
In Re: Eric Robinson      Case No.: FEC 20-295 
 
__________________________________/ 
 

RESPONDENT’S PETITION FOR AWARD OF ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COSTS 
 

 COMES NOW, Respondent, Eric Robinson, by and through his undersigned 

counsel and pursuant to section 106.265(6), Florida Statutes, and Rule 2B-1.0045, Florida 

Administrative Code, and files this petition for award of costs and attorney’s fees to be 

paid by the Complainant, George Thurlow, in case no. FEC 20-295.  In support thereof, 

Respondent states: 

Background 

 A.  The Complaint 

1. This proceeding involves a sworn complaint filed by self-described 

political activist George Thurlow (“Complainant”) alleging that Eric Robinson 

(“Respondent”), as treasurer for the Florida political committee Florida Country, 

committed a criminal violation under section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes, by willfully 

certifying the correctness of a treasurer’s report “while knowing that such report is 

incorrect, false, or incomplete….” See Compl. at Exh. A. The only factual basis asserted 

for this claim was that Respondent had filed an amendment to Florida Country’s 

campaign finance reports to change the address of a contributor to the political 

committee. Id. 
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2. On January 26, 2021, Commission Executive Director Tim Vaccaro sent a 

letter to the Complainant informing him that the complaint was found to be “Legally 

Insufficient” and offering him fourteen (14) days to submit additional information 

correcting the stated grounds for insufficiency. See Legal Insufficiency Letter (1/26/21) 

at Exh. B.  

3. The Legal Insufficiency Letter recognized that Respondent had amended 

Florida Country’s treasurer’s report to correct a clerical error. Id. Amendments to 

campaign finance reports are legal under Florida law and are routinely filed based on 

clerical errors or new information received.  (“Once a report is filed with the Division of 

Elections it cannot be edited.  Any changes to a filed report must be done by filing an 

amendment.” See R. 1S-2.017, F.A.C., DS-DE 110B, 2011 Political Committee EFS 

Manual, p. 51, available at: 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/readRefFile.asp?refId=124&filename=2011%20PC%

20EFS%20Manual%20--%20DSDE%20110B.doc). 

4. On February 26, 2021, the Commission Clerk sent a letter to the 

undersigned stating that the Complainant had failed to provide any additional 

information and the case is now closed. See Close-Out Letter at Exh. C. 

5. Respondent now petitions the Commission for an award of costs and 

attorney’s fees against Complainant on the grounds that the complaint was filed with a 

malicious intent to injure the reputation of the Respondent and with either knowledge 

or reckless disregard for whether the complaint contained false allegations. 
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6. This Petition is timely filed pursuant to Rule 2B-1.0045, Florida 

Administrative Code, within 30 days following the disposition of the complaint. 

B.  The Parties 

7. In addition to his former role as treasurer for the Florida Country political 

committee1, Respondent is a certified public accountant and campaign treasurer for 

other political organizations. Respondent was also a member of the Sarasota County 

School Board and a candidate for reelection at the August 2020 election. Respondent 

ultimately lost his race for Sarasota School Board by just four percentage points to a 

candidate named Tom Edwards.  See Results - Sarasota - Election Night Reporting 

(clarityelections.com). 

8. Complainant is a self-described “political activist.” On August 6, 2020, 

Complainant was paid $2,000 for “consulting” by Tom Edwards, Respondent’s political 

opponent in the Sarasota School Board race. See Sarasota County, FL : Supervisor of 

Elections (sarasotavotes.com). The sworn complaint in this proceeding was signed by 

Complainant eight days after receiving payment from Respondent’s political opponent 

and only four days before the school board election on August 18, 2020. See Exh. A. at 5. 

9. Although the allegations in the sworn complaint relate only to the 

Respondent’s actions as treasurer for the Florida Country political committee, the 

sworn complaint references the Respondent’s status as a candidate for the Sarasota 

County School Board. Id.  

                                                           
1 The Division of Elections was notified on December 22, 2020, that Respondent 
resigned as the Treasurer and Registered Agent of Florida Country. 
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C.  Other Complaints Filed by Complainant against Respondent 

10. In addition to the sworn complaint filed with this Commission, 

Complainant also filed complaints against Respondent with the Federal Election 

Commission (alleging that Respondent, as treasurer for Florida Country, had accepted 

an improper contribution from a foreign corporation) and with the State Attorney’s 

Office. 

11. Each of these complaints were filed for political purposes to damage 

Respondent’s personal and professional reputation and candidacy in his school board 

race. The sworn complaint in this proceeding admits that Complainant had issued a 

press release touting the filing of his Federal Election Commission complaint because he 

“felt it was relevant for the public to know of this conduct as Eric Robinson is a 

candidate for Sarasota School Board, District 3, which is an election that will be decided 

on August 18, 2020. . . .” See Exh. A. at 7. 

12. The Complainant’s filing of complaints against Respondent in the final 

weeks of his school board race had their desired effect, as they garnered substantial 

news coverage that injured Respondent’s reputation and candidacy. See, e.g., Election 

complaint filed over contribution in County Commission race (heraldtribune.com); 

Election contribution complaint filed in Sarasota School Board race - Pineapple Report; 

Election complaint filed over contribution in County Commission race | News Break; 

Sarasota school board's Robinson: Victim or violator, feds to decide | News | 

yoursun.com.; Eric Robinson Under Investigation for Election Misconduct | Law & 
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Crime (lawandcrime.com); Campaign treasurer under investigation for election 

criminal misconduct (news-press.com). 

13. On December 29, 2020, State Attorney Andrew Warren sent a letter to 

Governor Ron DeSantis advising the Governor that he had reviewed the criminal 

complaint filed against Respondent based on an executive assignment and concluded 

“[t]he State does not have evidence to prove that Eric Robinson violated Florida Statute 

§106(5) and thus no charges will be filed.”  See Warren No File Letter to Governor 

DeSantis, 12/29/2020, at Exh. D.  

14. Both the letter of “Legal Insufficiency” from the Commission’s Executive 

Director and the “No File” letter from the State Attorney recognized that Respondent’s 

amendment was done to correct a clerical error.  And the State Attorney recognized that 

Respondent was “duty bound to make sure the information is correct.”   

Argument 

I. The Complainant is liable for payment of the Respondent’s costs and attorney’s 
fees incurred in defense of the Complaint. 

 
A.  Legal Standard 

The Florida Election Code provides for a mandatory award of costs and 

attorney’s fees as a civil penalty against a person who files a false complaint with the 

Commission with a malicious intent to injure the reputation of the person complained 

against. This penalty is set forth in section 106.265(6), Florida Statutes, which states in 

relevant part: 

In any case in which the commission determines that a person 
has filed a complaint against another person with a malicious 
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intent to injure the reputation of the person complained against 
by filing the complaint with knowledge that the complaint 
contains one or more false allegations or with reckless disregard for 
whether the complaint contains false allegations of fact material to 
a violation of this chapter or chapter 104, the complainant 
shall be liable for costs and reasonable attorney’s fees 
incurred in the defense of the person complained against, 
including the costs and reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in 
proving entitlement to and the amount of costs and fees.  

 
(emphasis added).  

Section 106.265(6) therefore provides a two-part test for the award of attorney’s 

fees and costs to a Respondent.  First, the complaint must be filed with a malicious intent 

to injure the reputation of the person complained against.  Second, the complaint must be 

filed either with knowledge that the complaint contains one or more false allegations OR filed 

with reckless disregard for whether the complaint contains false allegations of fact material to a 

violation.  

The sworn complaint filed by Complainant here readily satisfies each of these 

standards. 

B.  The Complaint was filed by the Complainant with a malicious intent to 
injure the reputation of the Respondent. 

 
Complainant here filed his sworn complaint with a malicious intent to injure the 

reputation of Respondent, and his actions therefore satisfy the first prong of the two-part 

test set forth in section 106.265(6), Florida Statutes. In Brown v. State, Commission on 

Ethics, 969 So. 2d 553 (Fla. 1st DCA 2007), the First District interpreted identical 

language from the Florida Ethics Code to require a showing of malice in its “ordinary 

sense,” that is “feelings of ill will,” rather than the “actual malice” standard set forth in 
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New York Times v. Sullivan. “Such proof may be established indirectly, i.e., ‘by proving a 

series of acts which, in their context or in light of the totality of surrounding 

circumstances, are inconsistent with the premise of a reasonable man pursuing a lawful 

objective, but rather indicate a plan or course of conduct motivated by spite, ill-will, or 

other bad motive.’” McCurdy v. Collins, 508 So. 2d 380, 382 (Fla. 1st DCA 1987) (quoting 

S. Bell Tel. & Tel. Co. v. Roper, 482 So. 2d 538, 539 (Fla. 3d DCA 1986)); see also McLaughlin 

v. Richter, Case No. 16-5244FE at ¶¶ 52-54 (Fla. DOAH Sept. 21, 2017) (Recommended 

Order), adopted in toto No. 14-230 (Fla. Comm’n on Ethics Dec. 13, 2017) (Final Order 

COE 17-124) (granting petition for costs and attorney’s fees in the amount of $63,110.61) 

Complainant’s malicious intent to injure Respondent’s reputation is evident from 

the face of the sworn complaint, which prominently references the Respondent’s 

candidacy for the Sarasota County School Board—a matter that is entirely irrelevant to 

the allegation that Respondent, as campaign treasurer for an unrelated political 

committee, had willfully and falsely certified the correctness of a committee treasurer’s 

report. The sworn complaint itself also admits that the Complainant had sought out 

media attention regarding his false complaints in the final weeks of Respondent’s 

school board race. The circumstances surrounding the filing of the sworn complaint 

also demonstrate the Complainant’s malicious intent to injure the Respondent’s 

reputation, including the fact that the Complainant was paid $2,000 by Respondent’s 

political opponent for “consulting” eight days before Complainant signed the sworn 

complaint.  
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As noted above, the Complainant’s actions in filing a false sworn complaint had 

their desired effect, as Respondent’s reputation and candidacy were injured based on 

the Complainant’s false allegations that the Respondent had committed criminal 

violations. As Respondent is a certified public accountant and provides campaign and 

committee treasurer services to other political organizations, a false sworn complaint 

that he has engaged in criminal violations of the Florida Election Code was also 

calculated by Complainant to target and damage Respondent’s professional reputation.  

Considering the context and totality of the surrounding circumstances, the 

Complainant’s actions in filing a false sworn complaint against the Respondent to injure 

his reputation both professionally and as a candidate on the eve of the school board 

election indicate a plan or course of action motivated by “spite, ill-will, or other bad 

motive” rather than the actions of a reasonable person pursuing a lawful objective.  

C. The Complaint was filed by the Complainant with either knowledge or 
reckless disregard for whether it contained one or more false allegations 
of fact material to a violation of Chapter 106.  

 
Complainant’s actions also satisfy the second prong of the two-part test under 

section 106.265(6), Florida Statutes, because he filed the sworn complaint with either 

knowledge that it contained false allegations or, at least, with reckless disregard for 

whether the sworn complaint contained false allegations of fact material to a violation 

of Chapter 106. As with “malicious intent,” the statutory term “reckless disregard for 

whether the complaint contains false allegations” is interpreted according to its 

ordinary sense: “conscious indifference to the truth.” Brown, 969 So. 2d at 559; see also id. 

at 557 (stating that there was “no doubt” that political opponents had acted “recklessly, 



 

9 
 

as we would ordinarily use that term” by filing sworn ethics complaints alleging public 

corruption without any investigation of the facts or legitimate reason to believe the 

allegations were true). 

Complainant here filed his sworn complaint with either knowledge or reckless 

disregard for whether it contained false allegations of fact material to a violation of 

chapter 106. The sworn complaint alleges that Respondent’s actions in filing an 

amendment to Florida Country’s campaign finance report to correct the address of a 

contributor to the political committee constituted a criminal act: the willful certification 

of a campaign finance report by a treasurer while knowing that the report is incorrect, 

false, or incomplete. The sworn complaint therefore falsely alleged, at least, the 

following material facts: 1) that the contributor’s address as listed in Florida Country’s 

amended campaign finance report was “incorrect and/or false”; 2) that the publicly 

filed campaign finance report amendment “improperly changed the address” and 

“attempted to obscure the donation”; and 3) that Respondent had knowingly certified a 

false or incorrect campaign finance report for Florida Country.  

The sworn complaint does not assert that Complainant undertook a reasonable 

inquiry before leveling these allegations of criminal conduct against Respondent. 

Instead, the Complainant states that his sworn complaint is based on “knowledge I 

have obtained from filing the Federal complaint and related media coverage.” Exh. A at 

7. In other words, Complainant’s allegations were based on nothing more than his own 

beliefs and media reports generated by press coverage he himself had generated in an 

attempt to damage the reputation and political candidacy of Respondent. Without any 
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investigation, based only on the fact that Respondent had filed an amendment to a 

campaign treasurer’s report, Complainant made a wild and reckless leap to the 

conclusion that Respondent had willfully certified to the correctness of the amended 

campaign treasurer’s report while knowing the report was incorrect or false. Under 

these circumstances, Complainant unquestionably acted at least recklessly—with a 

“conscious indifference to the truth”—by filing a sworn elections complaint alleging 

that Respondent had committed criminal violations of the Florida Election Code.  

II. Respondent is entitled to an award of costs and reasonable attorney’s fees 
incurred in defense of the sworn complaint. 
 

 If this Commission determines that the statutory criteria are satisfied, an award 

of costs and reasonable attorney’s fees against Complainant is a non-discretionary civil 

penalty. See § 106.262(6), Fla. Stat. (providing that the complainant “shall be liable” in 

“any case” in which the Commission makes the requisite determinations). A 

complainant’s liability for costs and reasonable attorney’s fees includes “the costs and 

reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in proving entitlement to and the amount of costs 

and fees.” Id. 

As a result of Complainant’s malicious, false, and reckless allegations, 

Respondent’s reputation and political career have been injured. Respondent has 

retained legal counsel to defend against the sworn complaint and has already incurred 

substantial legal fees in defense of the sworn complaint’s false allegations. The amount 

of costs and reasonable attorney’s fees will continue to accrue as Respondent 
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demonstrates his entitlement to and the amount of costs and fees for which 

Complainant should be held liable. 

Conclusion 

As in Brown v. State, Commission on Ethics, 969 So. 2d at 560, the Complainant 

here “drew [Respondent] into the legal system involuntarily.” After the Commission 

found the sworn complaint to be legally insufficient, Respondent is now “merely trying 

to recover the costs and expenses he incurred in defending himself” against a false and 

malicious complaint intended to injure his reputation. 

WHEREFORE, Respondent respectfully requests the Commission to enter an 

Order pursuant to section 106.265(6), Florida Statutes, and Rule 2B-1.0045, Florida 

Administrative Code: 

1. Finding the Petition states a prima facie case that 
Complainant is liable for the costs and reasonable attorney’s 
fees incurred in defense of Respondent, including the costs 
and reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in proving 
entitlement to and the amount of costs and fees; 
 
2. Setting a hearing involving any disputed issues of 
material fact before the Commission, a Commissioner, or the 
Division of Administrative Hearings for the entry of a 
recommended order determining whether Respondent is 
entitled to an award of attorney’s fees and costs and, if so, 
what amount is due; 
 
3. Providing that if Complainant fails to pay costs and 
fees awarded by the Commission voluntarily within 30 days, 
the information will be forwarded to the Department of Legal 
Affairs for the filing of a civil action in a court of competent 
jurisdiction to recover the amount of costs and fees awarded 
by the Commission; and 
   
4. Granting any other relief as it deems fit. 
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Dated: March 26, 2021   Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ Benjamin J. Gibson 
       Benjamin J. Gibson 
       Fla. Bar No.: 058661 
       SHUTTS & BOWEN LLP 
       215 S. Monroe Street, Suite 804 
       Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
       Telephone: (850) 241-1717 
       Email: bgibson@shutts.com 
        

Counsel for Respondent   
  



 

13 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that this Petition was filed with the Agency Clerk, Florida 

Elections Commission, via electronic mail fec@myfloridalegal.com on March 26, 2021. 

 

       /s/ Benjamin J. Gibson 
       Benjamin J. Gibson 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  













































































































 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 
  







 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT C 
  





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT D 
 
 
 









Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 · Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com · www.fec.state fl.us  

 
 
 
February 26, 2021 
 
Benjamin J. Gibson, Esquire 
Shutts & Bowen, LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 
RE:  Case No.: FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric Robinson 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gibson: 
 
On January 26, 2021, the Florida Elections Commission notified George Thurlow that the 
complaint he filed on August 21, 2020 was legally insufficient.  Since the Commission did not 
receive any additional information that corrected the stated grounds of legal insufficiency, this 
case is now closed. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact us at fec@myfloridalegal.com or at the number listed 
above. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Donna Ann Malphurs 
Donna Ann Malphurs 
 
DM/med 
 



RE: Case No. FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric Robinson  
Florida Elections Commission  to: George Thurlow 02/04/2021 02:04 PM
Sent by: Donna Malphurs

Dear Mr. Thurlow,

Thank you for clarifying you request is for all records pertaining to FEC 20-295.  However, until the case 
closes, there are no public records responsive to your request. (Note:  you have until February 10th to 
submit additional documentation to correct the stated grounds of insufficiency.  At which time, if no 
response is received, the case will close and therefore become a public record).

Sincerely,

Donna Ann Malphurs
Agency Clerk/Public Information Officer

"George Thurlow" 02/04/2021 01:40:22 PMDear Ms. Malphurs: Yes, I am referring to any ca...

From: "George Thurlow" <george.thurlow@outlook.com>
To: "Florida Elections Commission" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Date: 02/04/2021 01:40 PM
Subject: RE: Case No. FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric Robinson

Dear Ms. Malphurs:
 
Yes, I am referring to any case documents pertaining FEC 20‐295.
 
Thank you,
 
George Thurlow
George.thurlow@outlook.com
(727)685‐9719
 
From: Florida Elections Commission
Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 1:39 PM
To: George Thurlow
Subject: RE: Case No. FEC 20‐295; Respondent: Eric Robinson
 

Dear Mr. Thurlow,

Thank you for your email concerns regarding the executive director's finding in FEC 20-295.  Your email 
has been provided to Mr. Vaccaro.  In your letter dated February 3, 2021, you requested a copy of "any 
case documents that may be available."  

For clarification purposes, are you asking for "any case documents" pertaining to FEC 20-295?  Please 
advise.

Sincerely,



Donna Ann Malphurs
Agency Clerk/Public Information Officer

"George Thurlow" ---02/03/2021 10:35:02 PM---To Whom It May Concern: Attached is a letter for 
Executive Director Vaccaro regarding the above ment

From: "George Thurlow" <george.thurlow@outlook.com>
To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Date: 02/03/2021 10:35 PM
Subject: RE: Case No. FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric Robinson

To Whom It May Concern:
 
Attached is a letter for Executive Director Vaccaro regarding the above mentioned complaint.
 
Best,
 

George Thurlow

George.thurlow@outlook.com
(727)685‐9719
 [attachment "Signed Florida Elections Commission Letter.pdf" deleted by Donna Malphurs/OAG] 

 



1 Attachment

To Whom It May Concern:

Attached is a letter for Executive Director Vaccaro regarding the above mentioned complaint.

Best,

George Thurlow
George.thurlow@outlook.com
(727)685-9719

RE: Case No. FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric RobinsonGeorge Thurlow to: 
fec@myfloridalegal.com 02/03/2021 10:35 PM 
From: "George Thurlow" <george.thurlow@outlook.com>
To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
History:
This message has been replied to and forwarded.

Signed Florida Elections Commission Letter.pdf

Page 1 of 1
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George Thurlow 

1302 52nd St. S., Gulfport, FL 33707 

Cell: (727)685-9719 

George.thurlow@outlook.com 

 

February 3, 2021 

 

Tim Vaccaro 

Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W. Gaines Street 

Suite 224 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-6596 

 

Sent via email to fec@myfloridalegal.com  

 

RE: Case No. FEC 20-295; Respondent: Eric Robinson 

 

Dear Mr. Vaccaro: 

 

I am in receipt of your January 26, 2021 letter finding my complaint against Eric Robinson legally 

insufficient based largely on the basis that the donation in question was made by Vensota Properties Inc. 

rather than Queensgate Homes Inc., meaning the amendment in question was accurate.  

 

Since I do not have personal information, or information other than that in the public record, disputing 

this finding, I am not formally appealing the outcome of your investigation or determination about this 

complaint. However, I would like to point out that on Florida Country’s 2020-M11 report, the $2,500 

contribution was refunded, notably to Queensgate Homes Inc. in Ontario, Canada rather to Vensota 

Properties in Lakewood Ranch, FL. I think this report by Florida Country is relevant to the findings. I 

have enclosed a copy of this report for your inspection. This seemingly contradicts the findings of the 

Florida Elections Commission that the donation came from Vensota Properties Inc.. 

 

I am also concerned by the fact that Mr. Robinson may have known the result of this investigation on 

January 25, 2021, one day before your letter to me and several days before I received it in the mail. 

While it is unclear whether Mr. Robinson is referring to the Florida Elections Commission or the related 

investigation by the 13th Judicial Circuit, Mr. Robinson clearly refers to an administrative process in a 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune article on the topic published on January 25th.1 And while not your office, the 

13th Judicial Circuit never followed up with me as they said they would regarding their decision whether 

to charge (although their decision not to charge did not surprise me given the high threshold for criminal 

charges). Between filing the complaint in August 2020 and receiving this letter on February 1st, 2021, I 

 
1 https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/education/2021/01/25/state-drops-robinson-campaign-finance-
inquiry/6669578002/  
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received no communication from the Florida Elections Commission. I feel that Mr. Robinson’s advance 

knowledge of the outcome of this investigation allowed him to negatively portray me in the press, and 

made me the subject of harassment on social media. While I released the complaint to the Federal 

Elections Commission to the press, I never released this complaint to the Florida Elections Commission 

to the press but rather the press learned about it through Gov. DeSantis’s executive order switching the 

criminal investigation from the 12th to the 13th Judicial Circuit because Mr. Robinson is 12th Judicial 

Circuit State Attorney Ed Brodsky’s Campaign Treasurer. On a whole, this experience makes me less 

likely to report potential violations of elections law to the Florida Elections Commission or to law 

enforcement.  

 

If permitted under Florida’s Sunshine Laws, I would like to request that you send me any case 

documents that may be available. I would like to have them for my records. If such records cannot be 

made available, please let me know as well. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to express my concerns about this investigation to you. While I do not 

expect any follow-up communication except regarding my public records request, feel free to 

communicate with me regarding this letter by either email or US Mail. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

George Thurlow 

 

 

Enclosures: 

(1) Report showing that Florida Country refunded contribution to Queensgate Homes Inc. of 

Ontario, Canada 
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Campaign Contributions
Florida Country

 
About the Campaign Finance Data Base

Rpt Yr Rpt Type Date           Amount   Contributor Name               Address                                  City State Zip                           Occupation           Typ InKind Desc 
------ -------- ---------- ------------ ------------------------------ ---------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------- -------------------- --- -----------------------  
2020   M3       03/04/2020     5,000.00 GABBERT INVESTMENT GROUP LLC   1250 HIDDEN HARBOR WAY                   SARASOTA, FL 34242                       FINANCE SERVICES     CHE                         
2020   M3       03/06/2020     5,000.00 MEDRED ROBERT                  5972 RIVER FOREST CIR                    BRADENTON, FL 34203                      REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   M3       03/10/2020     5,000.00 SABA WILLIAM                   240 S PINEAPPLE AVE STE 702              SARASOTA, FL 34236                       ATTORNEY             CHE                         
2020   M3       03/13/2020     5,000.00 MERRILL WILLIAM                1408 WESTBROOK DR                        SARASOTA, FL 34231                       ATTORNEY             CHE                         
2020   M3       03/13/2020       500.00 MIDCO PETROLEUM COMPANY        2212 6TH ST                              SARASOTA, FL 34237                       PETROLEUM COMPANY    CHE                         
2020   M3       03/17/2020     1,600.00 MATTAMY HOMES                  19503 S WEST VILLAGES PKWY               VENICE, FL 34293                         HOMEBUILDER          CHE                         
2020   M3       03/18/2020     1,000.00 JOHN CANNON HOMES, INC         6710 PROFESSIONAL PKWY W                 SARASOTA, FL 34240                       REAL ESTATE BROKER   CHE                         
2020   M3       03/26/2020     2,000.00 TRANS-UNITED DEVELOPMENT CORP  1651 WHITFIELD AVE UNIT 200              SARASOTA, FL 34243                       FREIGHT MGMT         CHE                         
2020   M3       03/30/2020     5,000.00 XAPA, LLC                      108 W 13TH ST                            WILMINGTON, DE 19801                     REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   M3       03/31/2020       500.00 CORE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES OF  8027 COOPER CREEK BLVD STE 110           UNIVERSITY PARK, FL 34201                CONSTRUCTION         CHE                         
2020   M4       04/21/2020     2,500.00 QUEENSGATE HOMES INC-VENSOTA P 11523 PALM BRUSH TRAIL, #417             LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202                 REAL ESTATE DEV      CHE                         
2020   M4       04/30/2020     1,000.00 GRANT MICHAEL                  ***************                          **************                           MEDICAL TRANSPORT    CHE                         
2020   P1       06/03/2020    19,000.00 BENDERSON DEVELOPMENT CO, LLC  570 DELAWARE AVE                         BUFFALO, NY 14202                        LAND DEVELOPMENT     CHE                         
2020   P1       06/03/2020       800.00 TAYLOR MORRISON INC BUILDING S 4900 N SCOTTSDALE RD STE 2000            SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251                     PAC                  CHE                         
2020   P3       07/07/2020    20,000.00 SUN COAST PATRIOTS             115 E PARK AVE STE 1                     TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301                    PAC                  CHE                         
2020   P4       07/14/2020     5,000.00 RAVE INVESTMENTS INC           301 BEACH RD UNIT 1                      SARASOTA, FL 34242                       REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   P4       07/14/2020    11,400.00 SCHROEDER MANATEE RANCH, INC   14400 COVENANT WAY                       LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202                 LAND DEVELOPER       CHE                         
2020   P4       07/15/2020     7,000.00 BENDERSON DEVELOPMENT CO, LLC  570 DELAWARE AVE                         BUFFALO, NY 14202                        LAND DEVELOPMENT     CHE                         
2020   P6       07/28/2020     1,000.00 BISPHAM PAUL                   8000 IBIS ST                             SARASOTA, FL 34241                       AGRICULTURE          CHE                         
2020   P6       07/31/2020    10,000.00 BENDERSON DEVELOPMENT CO, LLC  570 DELAWARE AVE                         BUFFALO, NY 14202                        LAND DEVELOPMENT     CHE                         
2020   P6       07/31/2020     2,250.00 INDIAN LAKES SRQ INC           1250 HIDDEN HARBOR WAY                   SARASOTA, FL 34242                       REAL ESTATE INVEST   CHE                         
2020   P6       07/31/2020     2,250.00 MEDRED ROBERT                  5972 RIVER FOREST CIR                    BRADENTON, FL 34203                      REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   P7       08/12/2020     2,500.00 FLORIDIANS UNITED FOR A SUSTAI 120 S MONROE ST                          TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301                    PAC                  CHE                         
2020   G3       09/16/2020     2,500.00 MEDRED ROBERT                  5972 RIVER FOREST CIR                    BRADENTON, FL 34203                      REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   G3       09/16/2020    10,000.00 SABA WILLIAM                   240 S PINEAPPLE AVE STE 702              SARASOTA, FL 34236                       ATTORNEY             CHE                         
2020   G3       09/17/2020     5,000.00 JOHN CANNON HOMES, INC         6710 PROFESSIONAL PKWY W                 LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34240                 REAL ESTATE BROKER   CHE                         
2020   G3A      09/22/2020       500.00 DERR FREDERICK                 630 BAYSHORE DR                          OSPREY, FL 34229                         RETIRED              CHE                         
2020   G3A      09/22/2020       500.00 FREDERICK DERR & COMPANY       PO BOX 2719                              SARASOTA, FL 34230                       EXCAVATING CONTRACT  CHE                         
2020   G3A      09/22/2020     1,500.00 PHYSICIANS GROUP, LLC          4054 SAWYER RD                           SARASOTA, FL 34233                       HEALTH CARE          CHE                         
2020   G3A      09/24/2020    20,000.00 BENDERSON DEVELOPMENT CO, LLC  570 DELAWARE AVE                         BUFFALO, NY 14202                        LAND DEVELOPMENT     CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     1,000.00 CASSATA FUNDING LLC            7507 S TAMIAMI TRL                       SARASOTA, FL 34231                       REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     1,000.00 FLORIDIANS UNITED FOR A SUSTAI 120 S MONROE ST                          TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301                    PAC                  CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     5,000.00 NEAL LAND & NEIGHBORHOODS, LLC 5800 LAKEWOOD RANCH BLVD N               LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34240                 REAL ESTATE DEV      CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     3,500.00 SUNFIELD HOMES INC             3600 GALILEO DR STE 104                  TRINITY, FL 34655                        REAL ESTATE DEV      CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     3,500.00 SUNTECH COMMUNITIES INC        3600 GALILEO DR STE 104                  TRINITY, FL 34655                        REAL ESTATE DEV      CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     2,000.00 WATER RESOURCE ASSOCIATES      4260 W LINEBAUGH AVE                     TAMPA, FL 33624                          ENGINEERING FIRM     CHE                         
2020   G4       09/29/2020     2,000.00 XAPA, LLC                      108 W 13TH ST                            WILMINGTON, DE 19801                     REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   G4       10/01/2020     2,500.00 BARRINGTON GROUP INC           727 S ORANGE AVE                         SARASOTA, FL 34236                       PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  CHE                         
2020   G4A      10/06/2020    10,000.00 TRANS-UNITED DEVELOPMENT CORP  1651 WHITFIELD AVE UNIT 200              SARASOTA, FL 34243                       FREIGHT MGMT         CHE                         
2020   D1       10/22/2020     2,500.00 BOONE, BOONE & BOONE, PA       1001 AVENIDA DEL CIRCO                   VENICE, FL 34285                         LAW FIRM             CHE                         
2020   D1       10/23/2020       350.00 DISCOUNT CLEANERS              4297 CLARK RD                            SARASOTA, FL 34233                       DRY CLEANING         CHE                         
2020   D1       10/23/2020       350.00 KEDARESHWAR OF SARASOTA, LLC   4200 N TAMIAMI TRL                       SARASOTA, FL 34234                       REAL ESTATE          CHE                         
2020   D1       10/23/2020       300.00 PATEL JIGNESH                  4200 N TAMIAMI TRL                       SARASOTA, FL 34234                       HOTEL OWNER          CHE                         
2020   M11      11/17/2020    -2,500.00 QUEENSGATE HOMES INC           400-3800 STEELES AVE W                   WOODBRIDGE ONTARIO L4L 4G9, 00 00000     REAL ESTATE DEV      REF                         
                           ------------ 
                             186,800.00 
44 Contribution(s) Selected 

Query the Campaign Finance Data Base

[Department of State] [Division of Elections] [Candidates and Races] [Campaign Finance Information]
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Re: Response to FEC 20-295
Timothy Vaccaro to: Benjamin J. Gibson 09/09/2020 04:22 PM
Cc: "Florida Elections Commission"

From: "Timothy Vaccaro" <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>

To: "Benjamin J. Gibson" <BGibson@shutts.com>

Cc: "Florida Elections Commission" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>

History: This message has been forwarded.

No worries!
________________________________
From: Benjamin J. Gibson <BGibson@shutts.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 4:21:19 PM
To: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: Florida Elections Commission <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Subject: RE: Response to FEC 20-295

Mr. Vacarro-

Please forgive my typo on the misspelling of your last name below.

Best,

[Shutts_Logo.jpg]

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

________________________________

Shutts & Bowen LLP
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301
Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718
E-Mail<mailto:BGibson@shutts.com> | Website<
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.shutts.com&d=DwMFAg&c=
VW5JLWXJaVcapeXcL_6RHSzucizvbTRh72MnzyhvSvo&r=8gKZgL-hjlBirDMuPSwf1xrBDkriw7Wd
u4V4otrSKdIFDm6d1XbVWkXC91tcmGUa&m=0iEbeedbZEOU7f7y4YPfSSK70NX01q6XSZfqZ66LAPQ
&s=fayt7irXonF0QxxslR7g4QZPmuEmI3ZEZVcCUwLTarI&e=>

From: Benjamin J. Gibson
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 4:19 PM
To: 'Timothy Vaccaro' <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: 'Florida Elections Commission' <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Subject: Response to FEC 20-295

Mr. Vacarro-



On behalf of Respondent, Eric Robinson, please find a response to FEC 
Complaint No.: 20-295.

Best,

[Shutts_Logo.jpg]

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

________________________________

Shutts & Bowen LLP
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301
Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718
E-Mail<mailto:BGibson@shutts.com> | Website<
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.shutts.com&d=DwMFAg&c=
VW5JLWXJaVcapeXcL_6RHSzucizvbTRh72MnzyhvSvo&r=8gKZgL-hjlBirDMuPSwf1xrBDkriw7Wd
u4V4otrSKdIFDm6d1XbVWkXC91tcmGUa&m=0iEbeedbZEOU7f7y4YPfSSK70NX01q6XSZfqZ66LAPQ
&s=fayt7irXonF0QxxslR7g4QZPmuEmI3ZEZVcCUwLTarI&e=>



Mr. Vacarro-

Please forgive my typo on the misspelling of your last name below.

Best,

From: Benjamin J. Gibson 
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 4:19 PM
To: 'Timothy Vaccaro' <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: 'Florida Elections Commission' <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Subject: Response to FEC 20-295

Mr. Vacarro-

On behalf of Respondent, Eric Robinson, please find a response to FEC Complaint No.: 20-295.

Best,

RE: Response to FEC 20-295Benjamin J. Gibson to: 'Timothy Vaccaro' 09/09/2020 04:21 
PM
Cc: "'Florida Elections Commission'"
From: "Benjamin J. Gibson" <BGibson@shutts.com>
To: "'Timothy Vaccaro'" <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "'Florida Elections Commission'" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
History:
This message has been replied to and forwarded.

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner
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Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner

Shutts_Logo.j
pg

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website

Page 1 of 1
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1 Attachment

Mr. Vacarro-

On behalf of Respondent, Eric Robinson, please find a response to FEC Complaint No.: 20-295.

Best,

Response to FEC 20-295Benjamin J. Gibson to: 'Timothy Vaccaro' 09/09/2020 04:18 PM
Cc: "'Florida Elections Commission'"
From: "Benjamin J. Gibson" <BGibson@shutts.com>
To: "'Timothy Vaccaro'" <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "'Florida Elections Commission'" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
History:
This message has been replied to and forwarded.

Response to Complaint FEC 20-295.pdf

Benjamin J. Gibson
Partner
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Shutts & Bowen LLP 
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Direct: (850) 241-1723 | Fax: (850) 241-1718 

E-Mail | Website
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BENJAMIN J. GIBSON 
PARTNER 
Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street 
Suite 804 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 
DIRECT (850) 241-1723 
FAX (850) 241-1716       
EMAIL BGibson@shutts.com                                                                                                  

 

September 9, 2020 
 
Tim Vaccaro 
Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Re: FEC 20-295: Respondent Eric Robinson 

Dear Mr. Vaccaro: 

This letter is in response to the complaint filed by George Thurlow (“Complainant”) 
regarding FEC 20-295 against my client, Eric Robinson, in his official capacity as treasurer for 
Florida Country, a Florida political committee.  The complaint alleges a violation of sections 
106.07(5) and 106.19, Florida Statutes.  For the reasons that follow, the allegations contained 
within the complaint are not legally sufficient pursuant to Rule 2B-1.0025, and this complaint 
should be dismissed as such. 
 

Florida Country received a campaign contribution from Vensota Properties, Inc., a business 
incorporated in Florida.  Vensota Properties, Inc. is a subsidiary of Queensgate Homes, Inc., a 
Canadian-based business.  Printed on this check is “Queensgate Homes, Inc. (Vensota 
Properties).”  Also printed on the check is the address of Queensgate Homes, Inc, which is 400-
3800 Steeles Ave. W. Woodbridge, Ontario L4L 4G9. 
 

Florida Country made a clerical error by initially listing on its campaign finance report 
Queensgate Homes, Inc., along with its Canadian address, as the entity making the campaign 
contribution.  Once Florida County became aware of the clerical error, it amended its campaign 
finance report to list “Queensgate Home Inc—Vensota P” with an address of 11523 Palm Brush 
Trail #417, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202. 
 
Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes provides, in pertinent part: 
  

[T]he political committee chair and campaign treasurer of the committee, in the 
case of a political committee, shall certify as to the correctness of each report; and 
each person so certifying shall bear the responsibility for the accuracy and veracity 
of each report. Any campaign treasurer . . . who willfully certifies the correctness 
of any report while knowing that such report is incorrect, false, or incomplete 



 

Tim Vaccaro 
September 9, 2020 
Page 2 

  

2 
 

commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or 
s. 775.083. 
 
Here, the Complainant has failed to present legally sufficient grounds to find that Eric 

Robinson had knowledge that the Florida’s Country’s report was incorrect when he certified its 
correctness.  The initial documentation in the campaign finance report was a clerical mishap, which 
was amended to accurately reflect the entity who made the contribution, Vensota Properties, Inc. 
It is not a violation of section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes to amend a campaign finance report. 
 

Next, the complaint alleges that Eric Robinson violated section 106.19(1), Florida Statutes.  
Specifically, the complaint states, “by amending the address to Lakewood Ranch, [Eric Robinson] 
willfully certified the correctness of incorrect and/or false information.” See Complaint at p. 3.  
This allegation is also not legally sufficient. Section 106.19(1), Florida Statutes provides: 
 

(1) Any candidate; campaign manager, campaign treasurer, or deputy treasurer of 
any candidate; committee chair, vice chair, campaign treasurer, deputy treasurer, or 
other officer of any political committee; agent or person acting on behalf of any 
candidate or political committee; or other person who knowingly and willfully: 
 
 (a) Accepts a contribution in excess of the limits prescribed by s. 106.08; 
 (b) Fails to report any contribution required to be reported by this chapter; 
 (c) Falsely reports or deliberately fails to include any information required 
 by this  chapter; or 
 (d) Makes or authorizes any expenditure in violation of s. 106.11(4) or 
 any other expenditure prohibited by this chapter; 

 is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 
 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

The Complainant fails to allege legally sufficient grounds that Eric Robinson either 
knowingly or willfully violated section 106.19(1).  The amendment to the campaign finance report 
was done to correct a clerical error and was done to the best of Florida Country’s knowledge.  As 
stated above, amending a campaign finance report is not a violation of section 106.19(1), Florida 
Statutes. 

 
Attached is a letter from Kevin Drake, counsel for Queensgate Homes, Inc. and Vensota 

Properties, Inc. addressed to the Federal Election Commission in regards to a similar complaint. 
Eric Robinson, as Treasurer for Florida Country in all respects has relied upon the information 
provided by the contributor in reporting the source of this contribution and did not willfully certify 
the correctness of any report while knowing that such report was incorrect, false, or incomplete or 
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did not knowingly and willfully falsely report or deliberately fail to include information on the 
report as the complaint alleges. 
 

For the foregoing reasons, the undersigned respectfully requests that this complaint, FEC 
20-295, be dismissed for lack of legal sufficiency. 
 
 
 Respectfully, 

 

Ben Gibson 
Counsel for Respondent 

 
Attachment 
 
 
 

















1 Attachment

Good afternoon:

Please find the Notice of Appearance for Benjamin Gibson and Rachel Procaccini in the above referenced case.

Thanks. 

Eric Robinson - Case No: 20-295Marsha A. Poppell to: 'Florida Elections Commission' 
09/01/2020 05:16 PM
Cc: "Benjamin J. Gibson", "Rachel C. Procaccini"
From: "Marsha A. Poppell" <MPoppell@shutts.com>
To: "'Florida Elections Commission'" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "Benjamin J. Gibson" <BGibson@shutts.com>, "Rachel C. Procaccini" 
<RProcaccini@shutts.com>
History:
This message has been replied to and forwarded.

Notice of Appearance - Case No. 20-295.pdf

Marsha A. Poppell
Legal Assistant

Shutts_Logo.j
pg

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 | Tallahassee, FL 32301

Direct: (850) 241-1730 | Fax: (850) 241-1716 

E-Mail | Website

Page 1 of 1

9/3/2020file:///C:/Users/donovanm/AppData/Local/Temp/notes5D3EFE/~web3876.htm



STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

IN RE: ERIC ROBINSON, CASE NO.: FEC 20-295 
_______________________/ 

NOTICE OF APPEARANCE 

Benjamin J. Gibson and Rachel Procaccini of Shutts & Bowen, LLP hereby files notice of 

appearance in this cause as counsel for Eric Robinson. 

Dated this 1st day of September, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
/s/Benjamin Gibson   
Benjamin J. Gibson 
Florida Bar No. 085661 
Rachel C. Procaccini 
Florida Bar No: 1019275 
SHUTTS & BOWEN, LLP 
215 South Monroe Street, Suite 804 
Tallahassee, Florida  32301 
(850) 241-1723 
ATTORNEYS FOR ERIC ROBINSON 
 







 

                 

                 

              

             

               

               

       

                    

                  

                   

               

                  

              

                

                 

                 

               

                

                

              

                

          

                

             

               

             

                

                

               

                   

                  

                

 

                 

            



  

    

    

   

 

     

     

  

  

   

 

  

       

  

    

  

    

 

   

       

  

    

    

 

  

    

    

   

 

  

     

 

   
   

 

  

     

    

   

 



  
    

   
   

  

   

    
   

    
   

     

              

           
      

      
    

   

              
           

            
              

          
                  
             

            
             

             
               

              

             
       





 

       
        
      
      
     















 

                  
       

     

                    
              

 

 





  
    

   
 

  

   

   
       

    
    

   

      

   

     

               
              

           

                
            

           
             

           
          

          
             

           
               

            
           

           
               
              



             
             

              
            

            
              

             
            

           
          

              
         

             
          

              
              

                
              

             
              

              
              

             
            
              

      

 

  

                    
  

 

 
                





   
   

   

   
    

             
  

 
     

    
  

    
     
  

   
   

 

  

   

   

     

    
 

 
   

  

     

  
 

 
   

  

  

  

   

  

 

   
  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

   

  

  
  

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  
  

  



   
   

   

   
    

             
  

 
 
    
  

   
   

 

   

   

    

    

 
   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

    

 
 
   

  

 

    
     
  



   
   

   

   
    

             
  

 
 
    
  

   
   

 

 
   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

   

 

    

 
 
   

  

 

 

   

 
 
   

  

 

    
     
  



   
   

   

   
    

             
    

       
 

 
    
  

   
   

 

 
   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

   

 
 
   

  

 

   

 
 
   

  

    
     
  



   
   

   

   
    

             
  

    

 
    
  

   
   

 

   

  

  

   

  

    
     
  

        

       

           

       

                     









 

  
  

    

        

         

        
     
  

     
                                                           

                 
               
                 
             
                
               
                   
                  
               
                    
                    

                
 

                
                   
                 
                 
                  
                
             
                

                  
               

 
    

 

            

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 






