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FEC # 17-087 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 

 

In Re:   Omari Hardy 

/ 

Case No.:  FEC 17-087 

 

TO:  Omari Hardy 

 2228 Lake Worth Road, # 308 

 Lake Worth, FL 33461 

  

 

Laurel Decker 

519 N D Street 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 

NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, December 1, 2020 at 8:30 AM, or as soon 

thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Room 110-

S, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items into the building 

and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security. 

 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     

 

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 

cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 

that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 

may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 

considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 

have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 

confidential cases.   

 

The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 

 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 

 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   

 

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

November 9, 2020 
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FEC # 17-087 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 

 

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 

you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 

have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 

unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 

the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 

failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 

in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 

no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 

consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 

not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 

has been waived.   

 

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 

consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 

to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 

Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   

 

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 

Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 

staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 

others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 

will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 

whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 

hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 

 

If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 

Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 

decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 

Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   

 

Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 

charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 

Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 

recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 

must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 

form is available from the Commission Clerk.



ST ATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Florida Elections Commission, 
Petitioner, 

v. 

Omari Hardy, 
Respondent. 

I ----------------

Case No.: FEC 17-087 

ORDER OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

THIS MATTER was heard by the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) at its 

regularly scheduled meeting on August 25, 2020, in Tallahassee, Florida 

On December 20, 2019, Staff recommended to the Commission that there was probable 

cause to believe the Florida Election Code was violated. The facts articulated in Staff's 

Recommendation are adopted by reference and incorporated herein. Based on the Complaint, 

Report of Investigation, Staff's Recommendation, and oral statements, if any, made at the probable 

cause hearing, the Commission finds there is probable cause to charge Respondent with the 

following violation: 

Count 1: 

During his campaign, Respondent, a 2017 candidate for Lake Worth 
City Commission, District 2, failed to use the word "for" between 
his name and the office for which he was running on political 
advertisement yard signs when Respondent was not the incumbent. 
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DONE AND ORDERED by the Florida Elections Commission on August 25, 2020. 

Copies furnished to: 
Eric M. Lipman, General Counsel 
Omari Hardy, Respondent 
Laurel Decker, Complainant 

lexis Poitier, Vice Chair 
da Elections Commission 

NOTICE OP RIGHT TO A BEARING 

As the Respondent, you may elect to resolve this case in several ways. First, you may elect to 
resolve this case by consent order where you and Commission staff agree to resolve the violation( s) 
and agree to the amount of the fine. The consent order is then presented to the Commission for its 
approval. To discuss a consent order, cont.act the FEC attorney identified in the Order of Probable 
Cause. 

Second, you may request an infonnal hearing held before the Commission, if you do not dispute 
any material fact in the Staff Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Order of 
Probable Cause is filed with the Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order was 
filed appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order. At the hearing, you will 
have the right to make written or oral arguments to the Commission concerning the legal issues 
related to the violation(s) and the potential fine. At the request of Respondent, the Commission 
will consider and determine willfulness at an informal hearing. Otherwise, live witness testimony 
is unnecessary. 

Third, you may request a formal hearing held before an administrative law judge in the Division 
of Administrative Hearings (DOAH), if you dispute any material fact in the Staff 
Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Order of Probable Cause is filed with the 
Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order was filed appears in the upper right­
hand comer of the first page of the order. At the hearing, you will have the right to present evidence 
relevant to the violation(s) listed in this order, to cross-examine opposing witnesses, to impeach 
any witness, and to rebut the evidence presented against you. 

If you do not elect to resolve the case by consent order or request a fonnal hearing at the DOAH 
or an informal hearing before the Commission within 30 days of the date this Order of Probable 
Cause is filed with the Commission, the case will be sent to the Commission for a formal or 
informal hearing, depending on whether the facts are in dispute. The date this order was filed 
appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order. 

To request a hearing, please send a written request to the Commission Clerk, Donna Ann Malphurs. 
The address of the Commission Clerk is 107 W. Gaines Street, Collins Building, Suite 224, 
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Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050. The telephone number is (850) 922-4539. The Clerk will 
provide you with a copy of Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code, and other applicable 
rules upon request. No mediation is available. 

P:.Oder of Probable Causc.docx (07/14) 
FEC Case '17--087 



NOH 
FEC # 17-087 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Omari Hardy 

/ 
Case No.:  FEC 17-087 

TO:  Omari Hardy 
 2228 Lake Worth Road, # 308 
 Lake Worth, FL 33461 

Laurel Decker 
519 N D Street 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on August 25, 2020.  The Commission will 

begin at 8:30 am, EST, and will consider multiple cases that day.   
 

Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video or teleconference.  
Enclosed you will find additional details on joining the video conference via ZOOM, Meeting ID 340 226 0750, or via 
teleconference by dialing (929) 205-6099 and entering the meeting access code 673802, when prompted.  If you wish to speak 
before the Commission, you will need to appear by webcam and will be sworn in remotely. Please be advised that the Commission 
will consider multiple cases, so you will need to wait until your case is considered.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Commission staff at (850) 922-4539. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that 
the case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission.  

As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 13, 2020 



NOH 
FEC # 17-087 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Florida	Elections	Commission	
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 · Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com · www.fec.state.fl.us  

 
 

Confidential	Commission	Meeting	
August	25,	2020	at	8:30AM	

via	Zoom	
	
	

In order to participate in the confidential portion of the August 25, 2020, Florida Elections 
Commission meeting, please follow the instructions below: 
 
Join	Zoom	Meeting	
Click on the meeting link sent to your attention via email: 
https://zoom.us/j/91062518383?pwd=VkJ4Mi9kUUZXM1llZW5YcDFObU1Sdz09 

 
If you have difficulty launching the hyperlink, follow these steps. 

1. Open your web browser and search ZOOM or enter www.zoom.us 
2. Select “Join A Meeting” in the upper right corner of the website. 
3. Enter the Meeting ID: 910 6251 8383 and click “Join”. 
4. Enter the Meeting Passcode: 673802 and click “Join”. 

 
For	alternative	audio	participation:	

1. Dial: 1 (929) 205-6099   
2. Meeting ID: 910 6251 8383 
3. Passcode: 673802 

 
While this is a confidential meeting and advanced registration is not mandatory, we ask that if you 
plan to attend via Video Conference or Teleconference, that you notify our office in advance.  This will 
give the Commission the opportunity to organize the agenda as efficiently as possible.  It will be the 
goal of the Commission to hear cases in which parties are present, first, in order to reduce the standby 
time of the parties in attendance. 
 
Please test your audio; microphone, speakers and webcam, in advance. 
 
Those	attendees	who	wish	to	speak	before	the	Commission	will	need	to	appear	by	webcam	
and	will	be	sworn	in	remotely.		
 
Please be advised that the Commission will consider multiple cases, so you will be placed in a ZOOM 
breakout room until your case is considered. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Commission staff at (850) 922-4539.  Please provide the case 
number(s) when contacting our office. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Commission Staff 



NOH 
FEC # 17-087 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Omari Hardy 

/ 
Case No.:  FEC 17-087 

TO:  Omari Hardy 
 2228 Lake Worth Road, # 308 
 Lake Worth, FL 33461 

Laurel Decker 
519 N D Street 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on August 25, 2020.  The Commission will begin at 
8:30 am, EST, and will consider multiple cases that day.   
 
Please note that because of COVID-19, this will be a virtual meeting conducted by remote video conference only.  If you 
wish to attend the meeting, please notify the Commission office by email at fec@myfloridalegal.com no later than 5:00 pm 
EST, on Friday, August 7, 2020.   After receiving your request, the Commission office will send you a set of participant 
instructions prior to the meeting, which will include login information and specific details regarding the time of your 
hearing.  If you have questions, please contact Commission staff at (850) 922-4539.  

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which motions to dismiss or recommendations for no probable cause are being 
considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that 
the case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission.  

As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other confidential 
cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
July 28, 2020 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



NOH 
FEC # 17-087 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Omari Hardy 
/ 

Case No.:  FEC 17-087 

 
TO:  Omari Hardy 
 2228 Lake Worth Road, # 308 
 Lake Worth, FL 33461 
  
 

 
Laurel Decker 
519 N D Street 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 

 
 You are hereby notified that the previously scheduled hearing for March 24-25, 2020 is cancelled.   It is anticipated 
that your case will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting, which is currently set for May 2020.  A Notice of Hearing 
will be mailed approximately 14 days prior to the hearing date indicating the exact date, time, and location. 
 
 
 

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
March 12, 2020 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Omari Hardy 
/ 

Case No.:  FEC 17-087 

 
TO:  Omari Hardy 
 2228 Lake Worth Road, # 308 
 Lake Worth, FL 33461 
  

 
Laurel Decker 
519 N D Street 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, March 25, 2020 at 8:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: House Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Room 28-H, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items into the building 
and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
March 9, 2019 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

In Re: Omari Hardy Case No.: FEC 17-087 

-----------------'/ 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 

Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)(c), Florida Statutes, undersigned staff counsel files this 
written recommendation for disposition of the complaint in this case recommending that there is 
probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Section 106.143(6), Florida Statutes. 
Based upon a thorough review of the Report of Investigation submitted on October 28, 2019, the 
following facts and law support this staff recommendation. 

1. On February 22, 2017, the Florida Elections Commission ("Commission") 
received a complaint from Laurel Decker ("Complainant") alleging that Omari Hardy 
("Respondent") violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

2. Respondent was a candidate for the Lake Worth City Commission, District 2, in 
the 2017 election. Respondent was not the incumbent. Respondent's Appointment of Campaign 
Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository for Candidates form was filed with the Lake 
Worth City Clerk's ("Clerk") office on October 12, 2016.1 (ROI Exhibit 1)2 

3. On February 8, 2019, the Executive Director notified Respondent that 
Commission staff would investigate the following alleged violation: 

Section 106.143(6), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2017 
candidate for Lake Worth City Commission, District 2, improperly 
failed to use the word "for" between his name and the office for 
which he was running, on political advertisements, as alleged in 
the complaint. Respondent was not the incumbent. 

4. In a May 31, 2019 affidavit, Melissa Ann Coyne, the Lake Worth City Deputy 
Clerk, stated that on October 12, 2016, the Clerk's office provided Respondent with a copy of 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, the 2016 Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook 
("Handbook") published by the Division of Elections, and other election related resources. (ROI 
Exhibit 3, Page 1; and ROI Exhibit 4)3 

1 Respondent was re-elected to office in 2019. 

2 The Report of Investigation shall be referred to herein as "ROI." 

3 The affidavit was completed and signed by Melissa Anne Coyne even though the City Clerk is named as the 
affiant at the beginning of the document. 
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5. On October 12, 2016, Respondent acknowledged rece1vmg the Handbook, 
Chapters 97 through 106, Florida Statutes (2016), a document entitled "Political advertisements 
- FS 106.143," a "Division of Elections and other resources contact information" list, and other 
election related resources. (ROI Exhibit 4)4 

Section 106.143(6), Florida Statutes. 

6. Complainant alleged that during Respondent's campaign, Respondent displayed 
political advertisement yard signs that did not have the word ''for'' between Respondent's name 
and the office for which Respondent was running. 

7. Respondent's political advertisement yard sign at issue stated: 

(ROI Exhibit 2) 

Omari 

Hardy 
Lake Worth City Commissio~ 

District 2 

f 

8. On July 1, 2019, Investigator Smith spoke with Respondent on the telephone. 
Respondent apologized for not responding to an earlier email and stated he was in the middle of 
a re-election campaign. Respondent added that he was completely focused on his campaign and 
had not been checking his personal email. When asked, Respondent verified his telephone 
number, address, and personal email address for Investigator Smith. (Attachment A, Phone Log 
Entry 4) 

9. On October 2, 2019, Investigator Smith attempted to call Respondent for a final 
interview. However, Investigator Smith reached Respondent's voice mail. Investigator Smith 
left a message requesting Respondent to return the call, which Respondent failed to do. 
(Attachment A, Phone Log Entry 5) 

10. On October 4, 2019, Investigator Smith attempted to call Respondent. 
Investigator Smith reached Respondent's voice mail and left a message requesting Respondent to 
return the call, which Respondent failed to do. (Attachment A, Phone Log Entry 6) 

11. Based on the above facts, it appears Respondent may have failed to include the 
word ".for" between his name and the office for which he was running on political advertisement 

. yard signs when Respondent was not the incumbent. 

-
12. "Probable Cause" is defined as reasonable grounds of suspicion supported by 

circumstances sufficiently strong to warrant a cautious person in the belief that the person has 
committed the offense charged. Schmitt v. State, 590 So.2d 404, 409 (Fla. 1991). Probable 

4 Chapter 12 of the Handbook includes detailed information and examples of proper polit_ical advertisement 
disclaimers to assist candidates to comply with the requirements of §106.143, Fla. Stat 
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cause exists where the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator] bas reasonably 
trustworthy information, are sufficient in themselves for a reasonable man to reach the 
conclusion that an offense has been committed Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles v. Favino, 667 So.2d 305,309 (Fla. 1st DCA 1995). 

13. The above facts show that Respondent was a candidate for the Lake Worth City 
Commission, District 2, in the 2017 election. Respondent was not the incumbent. Respondent's 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository for Candidates 
form was filed with the Lake Worth City Clerk's office on October 12, 2016. 

14. The above facts also show that on October 12, 2016, the Lake Worth City Clerk's 
office provided Respondent with, and Respondent acknowledged receiving, several election 
related resources including Chapters 97-106, Florida Statutes (2016), the 2016 Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook publislied by the Division of Elections, a document entitled 
"Political advertisements - FS 106.143/' and a "Division of Elections and other resources 
contact information" list. 

15. The above facts additionally show that during Respondent's campaign, 
Respondent displayed political advertisement yard signs that failed to include the word "for" 
between Respondent's name and the office for which he was running, when Respondent was not 
the incumbent. 

Based on the foregoing, I recommend that the Commission find probable cause to charge 
Respondent with the following violations; 

Count 1: 

During his campaign, Respondent, a 2017 candidate for Lake 
Worth City Commission, District 2, failed to use the word 11for" 
between his name and the office for which he was running on 
political advertisement yard signs when Respondent was not the 
incwnbent. 

Respectfully submitted on December ~ 2019. 

~~ 
Eric M. Lipman 
General Counsel 

rt-
I have reviewed this Staff Recommendation on the z() day of December 2019. 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.: FEC 17-087 

Respondent: Omari Hardy 

Complainant: Laurel Decker 

1. Date and time: 06/17/19@ 10:48 a.m. 
Name: Respondent 
Phone#: 561-586-1732 
Summary: I tried calling Respondent at the telephone number listed for him on the city's 
website. I left a voice-mail message explaining the purpose of my call and asked that he 
return my telephone call at his earliest convenience. A recording states that it is the 
telephone number for "Hardy, Omari." 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: KS 

2. Date and time: 06/19/19 @9:18 a.m. 
Name: Respondent 
Phone#: 561-586-1732 
Summary: I tried calling Respondent to inquire as to the status of the questionnaire­
affidavit that was mailed to him and due in oi,rr office by June 14th• I left a voice-mail 
message asking that he return my telephone call as soon as possible. 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: KS 

3. Date and. time: 06/26/19 @ I :43 p.m. 
Name: Respondent 
Phone#: 561-586-1732 
Summary: I tried calling Respondent' to inquire as to the status of the questionnaire­
affidavit that was mailed to him and due in our office by June 14th• I left a voice-mail 
message asking that he return my telephone call as soon as possible. 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: KS 

4. Date and time: 07/01/19 @9:38 a.m. 
Name: Respondent 
Phone #: 954-868-6208 
Summary: I called Respondent after he had called and left a voice-mail message for me 
this past Friday (06/27 /l 9). Respondent apologized for not responding to the previous 
PPCO and added that he was in the middle of a re-election campaign 1111d had not been 
checking his personal e-mail and was completely focused on his re0election. Respondent 
said that he still wants to settle the case via a consent-order. I informed him that I would 
have our attorney reach out to him. When asked, he confirmed that 954-868-6208 is his 
personal cell phone and his mailing address is, 2228 Lake Worth Road #308, Lake Worth, 
FL 33461 and his e-mail address is, omarihardy@gmail.com. 
Memo to File? No 

ATTACHMENT f.\, fo.JGl- l 
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Entered by: KS 

5. Date and time: 10/02/19 @ 11 :05 a.m. 
Name: Respondent 
Phone #: 954-868-6208 
Summary: I tried calling Respondent for the purpose of a final interview given that he did 
not return a MVCO to our office. I left a message on his voice-mail explaining the 
purpose of my telephone call and asked that he return my call at his earliest convenience. 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: KS 

6. Date and time: 10/04/19@ 10:16 a.m. 
Name: Respondent 
Phone #: 954-868-6208 
Summary: I called and left a voice-mail message asking Respondent to return my call at 
his earliest convenience. 
Memo to File? No · 
Entered by: KS 

7. Date and time: 
Name: 
Phone#: 
Summary: 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: 

8. Date and time: 
Name: 
Phone#: 
Summary: 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: 

9. Date and time: 
Name: 
Phone#: 
Summary: 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: 

10. Date and time: 
Name: 
Phone#: 
Summary: 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: 

INV00I (12/01) 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

Case No.: FEC 17..087 

Respondent: Omari Hardy 

Complainant: Laurel Decker 

On February 22, 2017, the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) received a sworn 
complaint alleging that Respondent violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. Commission staff 
investigated whether Respondent violated the following statute: 

Section 106.143(6), Florida Statutes, prohibiting a candidate from 
using the word "for" between his name and the office for which he 
is running, in political advertisements, when the candidate is not 
the incumbent. 

I. Preliminary Information: 

1. Respondent, Omari Hardy, was a 2017 candidate for the Lake Worth City 
Commission, District 2; he was elected to office on March 14, 20171• Respondent was a first­
time candidate. 

2. On October 12, 2016, Respondent's "APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN 
TREASURER AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES" 
form (DS-DE 9) was filed with the Lake Worth City Clerk's office. Respondent appointed 
himself as campaign treasurer. To review the DS-DE 9 form, refer to Exhibit 1. 

3. Complainant, Laurel Decker, is a resident of Lake Worth, Florida; she is a 
certified public accountant. 

II. Alleged Violation of Section 106.143(6), Florida Statutes: 

4. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws when 
heJmproperly failed to use the word "for" betw~en his name and the office sought in a political 
advertisement. 

5. Complainant alleged that Respondent's campaign yard signs did not use the word 
"for" between his name and the office he was seeking. As part of her complaint, Complainant 

1 Since the filing of this complaint, Respondent was.re-elected to office during an election held on March 12, 2019. 

2 On February 10, 2017, Respondent filed another OS-DE 9 with the Lake Worth City Clerk's office. In it, he 
named Alice 0. Mann as the deputy treasurer. 

ROI (07/16) I 
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offered photographs of Respondent's campaign yard signs. The signs read, "Omari Hardy Lake 
Worth City Commission District 2." To review copies of the campaign signs, refer to Exhibit 2. 

6. Respondent was one of three candidates for District 2 on the Lake Worth 
Commission along with Christopher W. McVoy and William Joseph; Mr. McVoy was the 
incumbent candidate. 

7. Respondent did not provide a response to the complaint. 

8. On May 29, 2019, a questionnaire-affidavit was mailed to Respondent for the 
purpose of having him explain why the campaign signs included the word "for" between his 
name and the office sought. Respondent did not respond; the questionnaire-affidavit was not 
returned as being undeliverable. 

9. No record was found to indicate that Respondent has previously violated this 
section of the election laws. 

III. FEC History: 

10. Respondent has no prior history with the Florida Elections Commission. 

Conclusion: 

1 I. On October 2 and October 4, 2019, I attempted to contact Respondent for the 
purpose of providing him with an overview of the case and to afford him an opportunity for 
questions or comments; Respondent did not return my telephone calls. 

12. In an affidavit, Melissa Ann Coyne, Deputy City Clerk, attested that Respondent 
was provided with a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, as well as the Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook. Ms. Coyne noted that Respondent had not been a candidate for 
public office prior to his 2017 campaign. To review the affidavit of filing officer, refer to 
Exhibit 3. 

13. In addition to providing the affidavit of filing officer, Ms. Coyne submitted an 
"Acknowledgment" form signed by Respondent. By signing the form, Respondent 
acknowledged receipt of a number of documents, including the Candidate and Campaign 
Treasurer Handbook, Chapters 97 - 106, Florida Statutes, "Compilation of The Election Laws," 
as well as, "Political advertisements - FS 106.143 and Ch. 12 Political Advertising from the 
2016 Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook." The form is dated as having been signed 
October 12, 2016. To review the "Acknowledgment" form, refer to Exhibit 4. 

14. Respondent executed a Statement of Candidate form indicating that he had been 
provided with access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter I 06, Florida Statutes; 
the form is dated as having been signed October 12, 2016. To review the Statement of Candidate 
form, refer to Exhibit 5. 

ROI (07/16) 2 



15. The complaint was filed with the Commission staff on February 22, 2017 rel~tive 
to Respondent's 2017 campaign. However, due to service issues, it appears that the complaint 
was not served on Respondent until October 27, 2018. 

Current address ofRespondent 

The Honorable Omari Hardy 
2228 Lake Worth Road #308 
Lake Worth, Florida 33461 

Name and Address of Filing Officer: 

Deborah M. Andrea 
City of Lake Worth Beach 
7 North Dixie Highway 
Lake Worth Beach, Florida 33460-3725 

Respectfully submitted on October 28, 2019. 

Keith Smith 7 

Investigation Specialist 

Current address of Complainant 

Laurel Decker 
519 ND Street 
Lake Worth, Florida 33460 

Copy furnished to: Cole Kekelis, Chief Regulatory Counsel 

ROI (07/16) 3 



Exhibits #s 

Exhibit 1 

Exhibit 2 

Exhibit 3 

Exhibit 4 

Exhibit 5 

lnv004 (5/08) 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

Omari Hardy-- FEC 17-087 

LIST OF EXHIBITS 

Description of Exhibits 

DS-DE9form 

Copies of R's campaign signs 

Filing officer Q/ A 

Acknowledgment form 

Statement of Candidate 



APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

(Section 106.021(1), F.S.) 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

NOTE: This form must be on file with the qualifying 
officer before n account. 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 

!
RECBI v-.c-.c) 

OCT 12 2Jl3 

BY: ===-=-=··=·-...,.·--------

OFFICE USE ONLY 

lnltlal FIiing of Form Re-filing to Change: D Treasurer/Deputy D Depository D Office D Party 

2. Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 

0M£lri 
4. Telephone 5. E-mail address 

{q;;~ ) 1'1 ~~" 
6. Office sought {include district, circuit, gro p 

3. Address (include post office box or street, city, state, zip 
code} 

173<,, L&,k(,, WDr-/11 ~J,; 
. £.A./4, lJor-./1,, 'Pl I ~s ~t,O 

7. If a candidate for a nonpartisan office, check if 
applicable: 

D My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate. 

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill in name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

No Party Affiliation □ ____________ __ Party candidate. 

9. I have appointed the following person to act as my D Campaign Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer 

1 0. Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

11. Mailing Address 17 ;,{,, Lc.{4i., lJ111'flt ~J. $'/()/ 12. Telephone 

(q~'/) -6201 , 
17. E-mail a9dress 

1/Mirf 
18.1 have designated the following bank as my D Primary Depository 

19. Name of Bank f3xu,/4 of A MQJ\i Cb. 20. Address [ L/ IJor Ji,, 
23.State-,;' L 

UNDER PENAL TIES OF PERJURY, I DECLARE lliAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT TH FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE. 

25. Date 

X 
27. f Appointment (fill in th 

I, -M;,__--b4~~:...L::-:-L.1..1~~'1-=:---:-:---:--------- , do hereby accept the appointment 
(Please Print r Type Name) 

pg. Campaign Treasu11 

EXHIBIT .A-_q..-1+--~~~ 

designated above as: 

10µ1-111, 
I Date · reasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

DS•DE 9 (Rev. 10/10) Rule 1s.2.0001, F.A.C. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF FILING OFFICER 
Case Number: FEC 17-087 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
County of Palm Beach 

Deborah Andrea, a, being duly sworn, says: 

1. This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge. 

2. I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. I am currently 

employed hr d&.1 v~ 1.At,l.Ji{'\. !\e.:el as~ ffiJ {)"4 
3. Please provide copies of the listed items from the following candidate's campaign file: 
Omari Hardy. 

Cht;ek ITEM 

V The Statement of Candidate form for 2017 campaign. 

V Appointments of Treasurers and Designation of campaign Depository form for 2017 

campaign. 

4. Please check each item provided to the candidate and list the date that the. item was 
provided. 

Check ITEM 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes 

Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook Please indicate 

~. io1 '7 
Other:1 ~ 

5. Relative to Chapter 106, Florida Statutes and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer 
Handbook, how are these publications provicled to tlJe candidate? 

/4blications are given directly to the candidate. 

o Publications are available in the office, candidates are advised to pick-up the 
publications for themselves. 

i Any local publications relat ive to the Election laws that may have been provided in lieu of the Candidate and 

campaign Treasurer Handbook published by the Division of Elections. If your office published the item(s), please 

send a ~opy of the ltem(s) with the affidavit. 

Aff of FO Candidate 4/19) 
EXHIBIT __;;;3~--1LJ.,:..;l o;;._C --"~}-
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o Candidates are advised to download copies of the publications from our website or 
the Division of Elections' website. 

o Other, please explain. ___________________ _ 

6. Did your pf~ offer any candidate workshops or training seminars prior to the March 
2017 election? Cf Yes or D No. If yes, please list all workshops/training seminars that were 
attended by the candidate, along with the date of attendance. If a staff member attended for the 
candidate, list his/her name and position. If available, please attach a copy of any attendance sheets 
from the workshops/training sem1nars and if available, please provide a copy of the syllabus and 
outline for the workshops/seminars. 

,iji· PA-M L9 p1..1:, c~ a-u~ J. I 6 ~ wthv, Hr, Un1ll{ th N11D q' 
2.v1, .. ~ s~3b ..... A-rM d 

7. Does your office have any record of Mr. H~dV'Javing sought elective office within your 
jurisdiction prior to the 2017 election? D Yes or [JJ'No. If yes, please list the previous office(s) 
he ran for, the date(s) of the election(s), and the result(s) of the election(s). 

8. Does your office have any record of Mr. Hardy having been named as a chairperson or 
campaign treasurer of a politi~ ~~ittee or electioneering communication organization within 
your jurisdiction? D Yes or L.:l),No. If yes, please list the nam~(s) of the committees. 

9. Did you or any member from your staff have any conversations with Mr. Hardy c~~ing 
a provision of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, at any time during his 2017 campaign? !Jd'Yes or 
0 No. If yes, please indicate whether the conversation was in person, in writing, or by telephone 
and the subject matter of the conversation. If applicable, please provide copies documenting the 
discussion. 

~Jc:i.zd:: ~✓ (/1,.'f,if I DI,, .,_~,r-~ lwk.(il\L nrtt~. j 1\.121,f,..: 
1,, d,d-4' ':\{ 0, 1-ok~ 1.rr,.,-J: _c,..):: l.,L.., ' kt, ~tb ln<K, / ,h. 'YI ~ 
~ £_;tttC~i~" lJe,-, wi,J,l t-t--1~1~ Hr. ~.--Pl ovh1~ _''~1 ... s1.trev.ttij(\\X)1t.e J~ 
~&>eMh('-\~ r? y~f'-ts. 3- cA.-et-..ltv.5. k~ th-If!. J..&,t, l,..'-4v4~ ,(W"lu{). 1 
I SWEAR OWAFFIRM THAT THE INFORMATION CONT AINEl11N THIS DOCUMENl' IS COMPLETE A_ND 
ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY K.:.'lOWLEDGE. 

EXHIBIT 
Aff of FO Candidate 4/19) 



Case im,estigator: KS 

Aff of FO Candidate 4/ l 9) 

~M---Signate ofAffiant . 
Sworn to (or affnmed) and subscribed before me this 3J ~y of 

0\~ .2019. 

~!U ~ 
Signature of Notary Public - State of Florida 
Print, Type, or Stamp 

OE.80RAHIL 
ltf~IGG_,. 

29.2023 
NloVlldtndln 

Pe,sonally Known✓ or Produced ldcntilicalion __ _ 
Type of ldentificution Ptoducd: _ _______ _ 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of the below documents: 

1. State of Florida Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository 
for Candidates form - OS-DE 9 and on CD 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

1 a. How to Apply for an EIN (Employer Identification Number) for campaign depository 

Statement of Candidate form - OS-DE 84 and on CD 

Oath of Candidate form and on CD 

Logic and Accuracy Test Acknowledgement and Notice 

Form 1 Statement of Financial Interests 2015 and on CD 

Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook dated 2016 CD 

FS Chapters 97 - 106 "Compilation of The Election Laws" dated 2016 CD 

City Charter CD 

Dates to Remember Candidate and Political Committee 2017 Election 

Campaign account name and fund raiser 

Federal Tax Regulations and IRS filing requirements 

Contribution limitation for candidates 

Common treasurer report errors 

Definition of Loans 

FAQs regarding online, in-kind, and reporting contributions 

Disposition of surplus funds 

Political advertisements - FS 106.143 and Ch. 12 Political Advertising from the 2016 
Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook 

Political Signs - Section 23.5-1(h)3. Lake Worth Code of Ordinances 

Political Signs - FS 106.1435 usage and removal of political campaign advertisement 

Political Signs - FDOT's policy on signs•in State ROW 

Guide to the Sunshine.Amendment and C~of Ethics for Public Officers and 
Employees 2016 

EXHIBIT (1 .c 2) 



22. Poll Watcher - Guidelines for Poll Watchers and FS 101 .131 

22a. Designation of Poll Watchers- OS-DE 125 and on CD 

23. Telephone Solicitation Registered Agent - FS 106.14 75 

23a. Telephone Solicitation Registered Agent-OS-DE 100 and on CD 

24. Dlvision of Elections and other resources contact information 

25. Voter Registration Tallies - web direction 

26. List of Precincts and Polling Locations 

27. Affidavit of Undue Burden for Municipal Candidates . 

28. Campaign Treasurer's Report Summary- OS-DE 12 and on CD 

29. Campaign Treasurer's Report - Itemized Contributions:- DS-DE 13 and on CD 

29a. Contributions Returned - DS-DE 2 and on CD 

29b. Request For Return of Contribution -- DS-DE 86 and on CD 

30. Campaign Treasurer's Report- Itemized Expenditures - DS-DE 14 and on CD 

31 . Campaign Treasurer's Report- Itemized Distribution - DS-DE 14a and on CD 

32. Campaign Loan Report - DS-DE 73 and on CD 

32a. Campaign Loans Report Itemized -- DS-DE 73a and on CD 

33. Commission on Ethics Complaint - CE Form 50 and on CD 

34. FL Elections Commission Confidential Complaint -- FEC Form 002 and on CD 

35. Waiver of Report - DS.-DE 87 and on CD 

EXHIBIT 4 



I, 

STATEMENT OF 
CANDIDATE 

(Section 106.023, F.S.) 

(Please print or type) 

candidate for the office of 

, l 
\ I _., 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

fRECEIVE 
1. OCT 1 2 2016 
BY: __ 

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

X 
1 t-oate 

Each candidate must file a statement with the qualifying officer within 10 days after the 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Dep9sitory is filed. Willful 
failure to file this form Is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign 
Financing Act which may result in a fine of up to $1,000, (ss. 106.19(1)(c), 106.265(1), Florida 
Statutes). 

DS·DE 84 (05/11) 



Omari Hardy 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
107 W. Gaines Street 

Collins Buildiog, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

. ' (850) 922-4539 
www.fec.state.fl.us; fec@myfloridalegal.com 

February 8, 2019 

2228 Lake Worth Road, #308 
Lake Worth, FL 33461 

. RE: Case No.: FEC 17-087: Respondent: Omari Hardy 

Dear Mr. Hardy: 

On February 22, 2017, the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging that you 
violated Florida's election laws. I have reviewed the complaint and find that it contains one or 
more legally sufficient allegations. The Commission staff will investigate the following alleged 
violation: 

Section 106.143(6), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2017 
candi4ate for Lake Worth City Commission, District 2, improperly 
failed to use the word "for" between his name and the office for 
which he was running, in political advertisements, as alleged in the 
complaint. Respondent was not incumbent. 

However, prior to an investigation, you have the option to resolve your case now by signing a 
minor violation consent order and paying a fine of $100, per Rule 2B-1.003, Florida 
Administrative Code, rather than the potential $1,000 per violation provided for in Section 
106.265, Florida Statutes. 

If you sign the consent order. you.would not be required to admit or deny the allegation(s) in the 
complaint, but you would be required to immediately correct the violation, if feasible. 

The signed consent order would then be considered by the Commission at its next available 
meeting, and would constitute final action by the Commission once it is accepted and approved 

. by the Commission: 

Please contact Wilson Brantley at 850-922-4539 at extension 113, or at the address listed 
above, to accept this minor violation consent order offer. 

LS Jetter offering MVCO w out encl 
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If you choose not to resolve the case by consent order, an investigation will be conducted, and 
then the Commission will hold one or more hearings to determine whether the alleged 
violation(s) occurred and, if so, the amount of the fine to be imposed upon you. For more 
information, please see our FAQs available at http://www.fec.state.fl.us. 

~~ 
Tim Vaccaro 
Executive Director 

TV/enr 

FEC #17-087 



~ATE OF FLORID~ 
A ELECTIONS COMMJ~ 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

\ 
I 

Telephone Number: (850) 922-4539 
www.fec.statc .fl.us 

CONF·IDENTIAL COMPLAINT FORM ·RECEIVED . . . 

The Con;uillsslon's records and proceedings in a case are confidential until the Commissle6iiiufeE19~bf!>Je.3: 172 cause. A copy of the co~plalnt will be provided to the person ·ag_alnst whom_ the compl~h1t Is brought . -

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 
,. . ~;) 1 A I t~IJfi:fl:-f)RI.QA 
. : ~ L TION$ C'Of1MISS!QN 

Name: l A-v.e.~L U.Ec"'E}e 
Address: 5 \9, N . D '.SJ: 

Work Phone: (601) ;-1:;f; - (p ~59 
Home Phone: (_J. ___ _ 

City: ~\l.E \Al og_n * County:tfrul\,, t)8t:(..I~ State: FL Zip Code: 33l.\bb 
2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT: 

A person can be an individual,-political commi~ee, committee .of continuous existence, political party, 
electioneering communication organization, club, corporation, partnership, company, association, or any 
other type of organization. (If you intend to name more than one individl,Jal or entity, please file multiple 
complaints.) 

Name ofindividual or entity: 0 MA r2::T \-\ A« D>{ 
Address: \ 7 ¾ LA \(E Woe-rH e.D ~ 4o t Phone:(_) __ _ 

City: ~¾E \Joern County~L..M &::f\l bl State: FL Zip Code: 33 %0 

If individual is a candidate, list the office or position sought: Cr:r>/ Co,'.11M I S.S.l O l\..\ DY~ T. d--... 
Have you filed this complaint with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) D Yes ff:( No 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATION(S): 

Please list the provisions of The Florida Election Code that you believe the person named above may have 
violated. The Commission. has jurisdiction only to investigation the following provisions: Chapter 104, 
C._apter 106, and SectJon 105.071, Flori4a Statutes. AJso, please include: 

✓ The facts and actions that you believe support the violations you allege, 
✓ The names and telephone numbers of persons you believe may be witnesses to the facts, 
✓ A copy or picture of the political advertisements you meilticm in your statement, 
✓ A copy of the documents you mention in your statement, and 
✓ Other evidence .that supports your aliegations. 

FEC 002 (Rev 0S-OS•l4) 
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:.- ·· ·.(-\::;_S.:r~TE.::Q:F·;.J;?L:~~,J:J):- r•'·;'. · 
. : ·. . . :., i .UDA ELE<rrlONS coMMJSsr~:.:J 

.rnfwestG.a1P~s·stteet, Sui~ 224, Toit~sseti F1otida3l399-l05o: 
:reiep~~e.N.tn¢.ier; (85.()J 9224539' -

·.·. ·. . . yr,vyr ,fe.e,statc,fl;us: . ... . . 
. CON.FIDE:NTIAL COMPLAINT,· FORM 
~~ ... >•.~: ~: · . . · .. . · ·.... . ·. .. . . . .. -: ·, · .. ........... . · .. : .· . . •'. :~ 'i 

. T~\~;~f;'!:;~/t;;~1~~:.~::;:~;:-t;.;;;;tt~~~1~wf:.;::~~~;~~r::.:o;~~lt~ii 3::2 2 ~ 8; ~ 
. ::, 5;'.f~IB·@.ffJ;£0R10J l. PERSON BRINGING .. ·COMPLAINT:. . . . · ... _; r-'..: lJµfJ$

0
C.OMMlSS 

~~~;:t..A:u~c;;~ :UicKE'R · ·worJc J.iiione: :<~I) X&~· ~~s.9 ., 
Addi:¢~: ·· · 5\C\ · · .N :: 0 ~ . . •. . . . . : Ho~e.Plio~e~L.J ·. . . . . , 

Ci~'W:\\Lf. \!-1-o)e.Tit CQ~fy:· BatcH State: · ··F4. .. Zip ~de:: :S34bo · 
' · . . ~ , . . . . .. . ·,• . . . . . '•• . . . . . . . . . 

· 2 . .l!fiRSON. AGAINST WHOM coMPLAmJ;·1s · BROUGHT; . 
• 0 0 ,, 0 • 0 . : 0 0 · .. : 0 . •· 0 •: : •• • •, H ' + • . 0 0 .. 0 0 0 • ,• 0 • : 0 : • } , 0 0 ; , .; • • 0 ' 

A p~r~Qn ~~• b.e an: indivj~uaJ; pQliJical c~romi~ee,, co~ttee· o(:-co1.1tiriuo~ :ekist~~~ poUtical party, · .. 
. eJe~o.ne~g .. ¢om.mu~#c11tion ·<>rgan~tfo~· :c(µb/'.~tj:,Q.ratjol); PIITTli.ershlp, company,. assoeiati9D. or any , 
. oth~ type oforganizatioa (If you intend to .name more.~ one.individual 9r eritity, .. Rlease fi~e ·muJ~pie · 
coqiplaints} - · · · · ' · ·· : · : , ' · · . 

;:;7~:~ig.~r~~e~. ~~f¥' p~~:y, ·. 
~lt:y!;~\(E ·_¼.l~en\):·Cotmty~LM &r\tw Sta~:.· F.4. .. . ·z•p,Code:· ;'..33Al:4,o. ,. · 

·· ·v.iolated/··Ttie. Cotfunissfon.:has'.'urisdiction o.nl \ to.investi ti.on the fullo:win: · rovisitins:. :Cha · ter.:104 
Char!~r{1_®,:\~gd.~c¥o,~l~~~J'!.~°.~~:.:S.ti;~-~: ·Also:i~~·j~c)~de;' :. ~ p ,.· .: ,.;:: · ... . ,P .. . . ' 

. ··~ . ~ ·.,•. ' 
. ' . 
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Ad«f:iti6tw materials atia.ched (checko~~)? (BY-es []No 

4 • . OATH 

STATE: OF Fl.O:tm)A; COUNTY OF _____________ _ 

I swear·or aftlnn, t)lat th~ ab6ve infonila .. ~n is trut·alid: correct to ;the best,of m.y knowledg~ 
+ .. + •• +. ' • • • • , ., • ' •• • • 

. Q~gina.lSignature.of ,p~.-so~ Bringingi~on:.ap~~t , , .. 
• • • •~ •• : • •r • • • 

~Mlm '° and subscribed b,efo.re ~e this---,--.·-·· ,_day of . ... , . : 

------------'-------' 20 · : . 

Si~ of Officer Au1h~ to Admln:istcr Oaths Q( N.Otan' P.ublic. 

.Q'.t'mt/Tyi,e,_ ~Stamp Co.~~~ l;wnc_ ofNotary P.ub.lii:) . 

P~hlfy kn~w_n . . oi-~ ici~titliati~~,_---
T)'ile. of:ldentmcation Produced_··_: ____ __,_ __ _ 

~y ~on ~o files. a c~mp~ajnt whii~ ~ow,in'g that the allegations ate·~ or-without i:lietii~ccurµmfa a. 
~~sd~or o(~c.fust:de.gi~ p!'mish~ble,~ p,:o.vid~ii in Secti~'1$ r,s:082;ond 0775,083; -~orlila Staiui~~ 
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