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ST ATE OF FLORIDA 
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

LINDA YATES, 
Petitioner, 

Vs. 

KATHY SCHURE, 
Respondent. 

Case No. 17-1593F 

RESPONDENTS NOTICE OF FILING OF EXHlBITS 

A. Hyer 

B. e-mail 

C. e-mail 

D. e-mail 

E. e-mail 

F. Dec I, 2016 State of Florida Elections Commission CONSENT FINAL ORDER, case 
# FEC 16-236. 

G. e-mail 

FI. e-mail 

I. e-mail 

J. Deutsche Bank National Trust company, Plaintiff vs. Linda Yates and Mark Yates, 
Defendants, Notice of Lis Pendens. T"velfth Circuit Court Florida, Case No. 
2011 OCAOl l258NC 

K. National City Real Estate Services, LLC, Plaintiff vs. Linda Yates and Mark Yates, 
Defendants. Judgment Entry in Foreclosure Action. Court of Common Pleas Stul)mit 
County, Ohio Case No. 2008 11 7993 
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L. Suntrust Bank, Plaintiff vs. Linda Yates and Mark Yates, Defendants. Amended Final 
Judgment of Foreclosure in the amount of $233,374.46. Twentieth Judicial Circuit, 
Florida, Case No. 11-2008-CA-008788 

M. Calendar. 

June 3, 2017 

Pro Se 
3720 W. Price Blvd. 
North Port Florida 34286 
(941) 426-2643 
retired _in _.fla@yahoo.com 

Sent electronically through the eALJ system \Vith attachments. 

COPIES FURNISHED: 
Linda Yates 
6475 Munsing Avenue 
North Port, Florida 34286 
Sent certified mail 

9£0/fl 30Vd Wd 91:9z:£ LTOZ/9/9 



rnrn 

....... 

Linda Yates Campaign 
North Port City Commissioner Seat #5 

The Primary Election is Here! 
Dear fellow citizens, 

I lciok forward to continuing to serve you and need your Vote on August 26 to be re-elected as your City Commissioner. 

Remember, after the polls close on Tuesday August 26 we will be gelling together lo watch the results. Please join us for 
the Yates Campaign party: 
Time: 7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
Location: Amvets Post 312 
7050 Chancellor Blvd, North Port 
There will be food & soft beverages. 

Let's win It on August 26! 

Sincerely, 
Linda Yates 
1181 S. Sumter Blvd #275 
North Port, FL 34287 
941-423-5332 
yourvoice@lindayates.com 
www.LindaYates.com 

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Linda Yates for North Port City Commissioner Seat #5. 

Website www.lindayates.com 

Linda Yates Carnpaign, 1181 S. Sumter Blvd #275, North Port, Florida 34287 

Unsubscribe I Privacy policy 

Attachments 

• 1.txt (1.65KB) 

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=d2jim5149091k 6/5/2017 
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Linda Yates Campaign 
North Port City Commissioner Seat #5 

The Primary Election is Here! 

Dear fellow citizens, 

I look forward to continuing to serve you and need your Vote on August 
26 to be re-elected as your City Commissioner. 

Remember, after the polls close on Tuesday August 26 we will be 
getting together to watch the results. Please join us for the Yates 
Campaign party: 

Time: 7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
Location: Amvets Post 312 
7050 Chancellor Blvd, North Port 
There will be food & soft beverages. 

Let's win it on August 26! 

Sincerely, 
Linda Yates 
1181 S. Swnter Blvd #275 
North Port, FL 34287 
941-423-53 32 
yourvoice@lindayates.com 

www.LindaYates.com 

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=d2jim514909lk 
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Patsy Adkins ... _ ·······-········-···-... ,~·······--·--·-· .. ·········--·-····-··- ~ .... 

From: yates@lindayates.com 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, August 21, 2012 7:44 AM 
tttbay@aol.com 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Will do. 

Linda Yates 
RE: K.Y.I. 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Yes I realize fire dept. has cut and trimmed in past but in this budget for example, travel/traln/ed shows a 
$35,000 increase over FY11, a moderate increase may be appropriate but not what is being proposed. 
There are other things that stand out In factors used to come up with amount of assessment for FY13 one 
is the 3% increase in wages which our fire staff wlll not be getting, as they agreed to a 15 mth freeze - If 
it is Included why are they not getting It and if they are not getting It why is it Included; also built In is 
funds to put aside for future purchases and building up reserve above % established. I believe 
adjustments are needed but not to what Is being proposed. Certainly lnceases need to be made In the 
funds most critical to core services (F/R & R/D), the GF is where the trimming needs to be done and to 
ease the financial Impact on the community, rather than raise mil for General Fund this FY appropriate 
Increases need to be made In District assessments. I'll give you a call later. 
Regards, 
Linda 

-------- Original Message -------- · 
Subject: Re: K.Y.I. 
From: tttbay@aol.com 
Date: Mon, August 20, 2012 9:31 pm 
To: yates@lindayates.com 

Hi Linda. Tom Truesdale here. 
I can say that the fire department has done a heck of a lot more with less over many past years. There is no 
more fat to cut or trim. Training, classes, education, seminars, equipment, nice-to-haves, wish-we-hads, are all 
pretty much gone. Administration is looking at everything, all the time. Heck, I needed a new office chair and 
received a hand me down chair. Thats where we are at right now. 

Call me to further discuss when you get a chance. 

Respectfully, 
·Tom Truesdale 

-Original Message-
From: yates <yates@lindayates.com> 
To: lyates <lyates@citvofnorthport.com> 
Sent: Mon, Aug 20, 2012 1 :32 am 
Subject: KY.I. 

Hello everyone, 
For the past several months I have been explaining why I would not support certain expenditures 
and items presented at Commission meetings forewarning of increases on the horizon. 

By now you may have all received the Fire Rescue District Assessment notice in the mail. I have 
been getting lots of calls and emails. Please know if anyone needs to contact me right away 

1 
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·····--------·----·-·-----~-··---·-------~-.----·-

regarding city affairs, the best and quickest way is to call me on my city phone at 286-0249 or 
email me at lyates@cityofnorthport.com (messages regarding the city are public record). To 
address questions people have asked the following may be helpful. 

Please know that the Commission has not yet approved the rate adjustments that appear in the letter you 
received. The information provided reflects the results of the consultant's Methodology Study and proposed 
rates.The Commission will be discussing the study results at the public hearing on September 6th 
and everyone has the opportunity to attend and speak on the subject. At that time each 
Commissioner will have the opportunity to make suggestions on adjustments to the proposed 
rates, which I do intend to present significant changes. 

Unlike ad valorem taxes that go Into the city's General Fund account and can be used for any city 
expenditure at the direction of Commission, the non ad-valorem assessments for the Districts 
(Fire & Rescue; Road & Drainage; Solid Waste) that are included with the property tax blll, can 
only be collected and used for those specific District purposes assessed. 

The Fire Rescue District assessments can only be used for services that provide benefit specifically 
to "property" not to persons. Therefore our Fire department services are funded through two 
different sources of revenue: 

1) Fire Rescue District assessments (est. expenditures of 7.7 mlllion for FY 2013) and 
2) General fund revenues for EMS (Emergency Medical Services) (est. expenditures of 4.1 million 
for FY 2013). 

Not all costs for EMS and Flre Rescue District budgets are factored into payment through property 
taxes and assessments but rather are paid for directly by users of certain services, such as 
ambulance. The methodology used in the assessment for Fire Rescue District is based on 
community-wide "availability of services" regardless of whether or not Individually a property 
owner utilizes the service. 

Part of the reason some residential property owners are seeing significant increase in the Fire 
assessment is because of the change the consultant made in the method the total budget for the 
Fire Rescue District ls apportioned to properties. The previous method was based in part on 
percentage of calls to different types of properties. The new method is based on community-wide 
"availability of services". That resulted in a shl~ of the budget allocation from certain categories of 
property to others with residential being most affected. 

While an increase in the Fire Rescue District assessment may be necessary in order to provide the 
current level of Fire service, I do not agreed with the amount of increase proposed for this year 
nor the ability of the city to increase the assessment up to 10% each year. At the September 
Public Hearing you will hear me present argument to the issues I have, on behalf of our 
taxpayers, with regard to what is being proposed. 

During the consultant's presentation in July, one of several questions I asked was why they did 
not use .25 acres as the minimum assessment rate since that is the closest increment to most 
residential lots. Basically they decided not to change the current increment rate structure being 
used of the .SO acres as the minimum fee. I don't agree with that. 

Another question I asked why a budget of 8.2 million for FY 2013 was used Instead of the actual 
7.7 million district budget recently proposed at the budget workshops. The answer was, at the 
time the methodology study was done the budget proposal had not been completed so they used 
an assumption of 8.2 million as provided by city staff. I will present my position at the hearing 
that the rates be adjusted based on the District's actual proposed budget of approximately 7 .7 
million for FY 2013. 

I am not of the opinion that the choice is either raise taxes and fees or cut services. That would 
be an easy approach but our community deserves a more diligent and comprehensive approach. 

2 
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To me that means reprioritizing, cutting back on extras, minimizing aesthetics and reallocation of 
other revenue sources to ensure our community continues to receive the same level of core 
services. There are ways to minimize any Increase and I will present those suggestions with hope 
they will be supported by Commission. 

It is concerning to me that taxpayers may be faced with numerous increases, several that we 
have no control over such as School, Mosquito control, etc. So anywhere we can at the local level 
minimize increases in taxes and fees or hold steady, is what we need to do Jn the best interest of 
our community. For that reason I will continue to advocate NO increase in the ad valorem 
property tax millage rate (which is also being proposed) and again I will offer cuts in General Fund 
expenditures that are reasonable and in my opinion non-essential such as travel, advertising and 
new programs. My proposed cuts have been rejected by other Commissioners at the previously 
held budget workshops, however I will .stand on my position all the way through to the final 
approval of the budget in mid-September. 

Please don't hesitate to call me at 941-286-0249 if you would llke to discuss the issues. 

Sincerely 

.£.intfa Yates 
North Port City Commissioner 
Email: lyates@citvofnorthport.com 
City Office# 941-429-7072 
City Cell#: 941-286-0249 

"The bridge to tomorrow is strengthened through .the prosperity of our citizens today. Together, we the people 
can make a difference.", Linda M. Yates 

Please note: If you would like to be removed from this communications list please email me at yales@lindayates.com and your email 
address will be removed promptly. E-mail messages sent or received by City of North Port Officials and employees In 
connection with official City business are public records subject to disclosure under the Florida Public Records Act. 
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Patsy Adkins ··-·····" .. •···--······-----

From: 
Sent 
To: 

Port City Pawn <portcitypawn@comcast.net> 
Wednesday, February 23, 2011 5:16 PM 
yates@lindayates.com 

Subject: RE: Updates 

Hello Com. Yates, 

I just wanted to let you know that after reading this, I applied for the P&Z Board Membership. I spoke with both Helen and 
Susan and found out the position was filled at you Feb. 141

h meeting. Susan and I spoke and it looks like I am going to 
become a member of the Tamiami Trail Board. Like I always said, I would like to be involved. 

Have you been able to get any headway on my situation? t still feel the Special Exception is the way to go for both The 
City and I, as it would allow me to operate legally and The City to keep the number of Pawn Shops at one, all of which is 
per ULDCode. 

As always, thank you for your help and take care. 

Kind regards, Joe 

Joseph Mangione 
941-350-5118 

----Original Message---
From: yates@lindayates.com [mailto:yates@lindayates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 201111:10 AM 
To: linda@ufpinc.net 
Cc: hraimbeau@cityofnorthport.com 
Subject: Updates 

K.Y.I 

It was great to see numerous citizens speak out on various topics at the Commission meeting 
Monday. Many people, most whom I do not know personally, shared their support and confidence 
In my representation of the people's interests and I am truly grateful and sincerely appreciative 
for those comments expressed publicly. 

Here's a summary of items discussed at Monday's Commission meeting: 
• The city accepted an agreement with Experience Works for participating in the SCSEP -

Senior Community Service Employment Program. The SCSEP enhances employment 
opportunities for unemployed older Americans. Here is a link to find out more about the 
program www.doleta.gov/seniors/ 

• 
• The Tree Canopy Ordinance was postponed to a later date to be considered with along 

with other changes related to the code • 
• 
• The changes to the Business Economic Development Advisory Board ordinance passed 

as presented by the advisory board. My requested changes were rejected including to 
have 8 out of the 27 members be citizens (non-business) and removal of city 
commissioners as members of that advisory board . 

• 
• The Commission (by 3-2 vote) approved waiver of up to $1,000 for costs incurred by 

the city for the Chamber to hold their Grovln on the Green event In March . 
• 

1 
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Linda Yates 
North Port City Commissioner 

Email: lyates@citvofnorthport.com 
City Office# 941-429-7072 
City Cell#: 941-286-0249 

"The bridge to tomorrow is strengthened through the prosperity of.our citizens today. Together, we the people 
can make a difference. n, Linda M. Yates 

PLEASE BE AWARE: E-mail messages sent or received by City of North Port Officials and employees in connection with official City business are public 
records subject to disclosure under the Florida Public Records Act. 
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Patsy Adkins 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Linda, 

Elliott Corn <cornedl@yahoo.com> 
Sunday, July 15, 2012 7:57 AM 
yates@lindayates com 
Re: K.Y.I. 

I cannot attend tomorrow's bond reading. But I hope two questions would be asked. 

1 What is the anticipated rate RANGE we would expect to pay on the bond based on history and today's rates? 
From those rates, estimate the range of payments we'd expect to pay. 

2 How do those payments fit with our CURRENT budget? 

It would seem to me this discussion should take place AFTER budget discussions, so we have a basis to see if 
we can afford to fund this work- even though I agree it is needed and is one of the primary functions of 
government to provide and maintain infrastructure. 

Elliott Com 

From: yates@lindayates.com <yates@lindayates.com>; 
To: 
Subject: K.Y.I. 
Sent: Sun, Jul 15, 2012 3:01:57 AM 

Thanks to all who were able to participate in the Telephone Town Hall meeting held Thursday evening. 
1,062 callers listened in during the conversation. I really enjoyed answering questions on a variety of 
topics including our roads, expanding water service, new pool and economic development. 

Over the past couple of weeks I have been hearing from residents regarding the FPL Smart 
Meters being installed on homes. Due to the public concerns including a variety of reasons, I 
have made a request to place an item on the July 23 regular commission meeting to discuss 
adopting a Resolution In support of encouraging FPL to allow residents to "Opt-Out" of changing to 
the Smart Meter or possibly having an "Opt-In" program. 

After learning about the default on the first and only loan issued by the City through 
Its Revolving Loan Guarantee Program, several residents have been emailing all the 
Commissioners requesting that the City end its loan program. We are also receiving a high volume 
of messages from the business community advocating for the upcoming budget considerations 
that the city continue all of Its current economic development programs. 
There are several very important Commission Meetings taking place over the next two 
weeks. I have listed them below so you are aware of the dates and times. 

July 16 
8:00 a.m. 
Commission Special Meeting. Location: City Chambers Agenda 
PUBLIC HEARING on Ordinance No. 2012-15, first reading, calling for a B.ond 
Referendum Election to be held on November 6, 2012, seeking approval for Issuance of a bond 
to fund the rehabilitation of various City- wide local roads, in an aggregate amount not exceeding 
$46,000,000 (B. Adumuah) Staff Summary Sheet Ordinance No. 2012-15 
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\..... .... \, 

July 16 
9:00 a.m. North Port City Commission Joint Meeting with Sarasota County Board of County 
Commissioners 
Location: North Port City Commission Chambers. (anticipated to end 5 p.m.). There are a lot 
of items on this agenda. Click here for Agenda & Backup Materials. Topics to be discussed 
Include: Warm Mineral Springs; trait connections; City-owned Ballfields; Swimming Pool; Park-N­
Ride and Express Bus services; Economic Development opportunities; Sports Tourism 

July 23 
4:00 p.m. North Port District Meetings starting Location: City Hall Commission Chambers 
6:00 p.m. Commission Regular Meeting Location: City Hall Commission Chambers 

July 24 . 
9:00 a.m. Commission Budget Workshop Location: City Hall Commission Chambers 

July 25 
9:00 a.m. Commission Budget Workshop Location: City Hall Commission Chambers 
6:00 p.m. Commission Special Meeting to Set Maximum Millage Rate. Location: City Hall 
Commission Chambers 

July 26 
6:00 p.m. Commission Special Meeting to evaluate and rank City Attorney/Firm. Location: City 
Chambers 

If you have thoughts or ideas you would like to share with your City Commissioners you can submit your 
comments to all 5 commissioners at commissioners@cityofnorthport.com. 

Thank you for your continued input and participation in Community Affairs. 
Sincerely, 

£inaa Yates 
North Port City Commissioner 
Email: lvates@citvafnorthport.com 
City Office# 941-429-7072 
City Cell#: 941-286-0249 

"The bridge to toma((ow ls strengthened through the prosperity of our citizens today. Together, we the people 
can make a difference. ': Linda M. Yates 

Please note: If you would like to be removed from this communications list please email me at yates@lindayates.com and your email 
address will be removed promptly. E-mail messages sent or received by City of North Port Officials and employees in 
connection with official City business are public records subject to disclosure under the Florida Public Records Act. 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COM.MISSION 

In Re: Jacqueline Moore Case No.: FEC 16-236 
F.O. No.: FOFEC 11-ot.f~u.J 

CQNSENJ FINAL ORDER 

Respondent, Jacqueline Moore, and the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) 

agree that this Consent Order resolves all of the issues between the parties in this case. The 

parties jointly stipulate to the following film, conclusions of law~ and Older. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I. On July 26, 2016, a complaint was filed with the Commission alleging that 

Respondent violated Florida's election laws. 

2. Respondent expressed a desire to enter into negotiations directed toward reaching 

a .consent agreement. 

3. Respondent and the staff stipulate to the foUowing facts: 

a. Respondent was a 2016 candidate for election to the North Port City 
Commission. 

b. Respondent signed and provided an Oath of Candidate fonn ~ 
misrepresented that she had aheady resigned from office. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

4. The Commission bas jurisdiction over the parties tn and subject matrer of' this 

cause, pursuant to Section 106.26, Florida Statutes. 

Consent Onler 
FEC Case #16·236 
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5. Section 106.25(4)(i)3., Florida Statutes, allows the Commission to approve a 

consent agreement with a Respondent prior to the Commission finding probable cause that a 

violation -of the election laws oocurred. Th.e oonsent agreement has the 'Same furce and effect as 

a consent agreement reached after the Commission finds probable cause. 

6. The Commission staff and Respondent stipulate that staff could prove all the facts 

in paragraph 3 by clear and ronvinclng evidence and to the Commission's ability to impose a 

civil penalty in the case. 

ORDER 

7. The Respondent and the staff of the Commission have entered into this Consent 

Order voluntarily and upon advice of counsel. 

8. The parties shall each bear its own attorney's fees and costs that an: in any way 

associated with this case. 

9. The Commission will consider the Consent Order at m next available meeting. 

16. Any factual stipulations made by either party in this matter are only fur this ease 

and shall not be considered as admissions against interest for any other purpose, in any other 

proceeditig. 

11. The Respondent voluntarily waives oonfidentiality, the right to any further 

proceedings under Chapters 104, 106, and 120, Florida Statutes, and the right to appeal the 

Consent Order. 

12. This Consent Order is enforceable under Sections 106.265 and 120.69, Florida 

Statutes. Respondent expressly waives any venue privileges and agrees that if enforcement of 

fuis Consent Older is oecessacy., venue shall be in Leon Coufity, Florida, and RespondeRt shall be ·· 

responsible for all fees and costs associated with enforcement. 

Consent Order 
FEC Case #16·236 
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13. If the Commission does not receive the signed Consent Order by December 8, 

2016. tlw staff withdraws this offer of settlerrumt .and will proceed wlth tbe case. 

120 days, or attorney trust account check is a condition precedent to the Commission's 

consideration of the Consent Order. 

PENALTY 

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing facts and conclusions oflaw, the Commission 

finds that the ~ has violated SecUoo W4.0l l{1), Florida Statutes, and ~ is 

fined $256.t@. 

Therefore it is 

ORDERED that the Respondent shall remit.ro the Commission a civil penalty in the 

amount of $150.00, inclusive of fees and costs. The civit penaity shaU be paid by cashier.,s 

check, money order, good for at least 120 days, or attorney trust account check. The civil penalty 

Street, Collins Building, Suite 224, Ta'l.lahassee, f1.orida, 32399-1050. Respondent hereby 

Ronald G. eyer, Attorney for Respondent 
Meyer, Brooks, Demma and Blohm, P.A. 
131 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
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Commission staff hereby agrees and consents to the terms of this Consent Order on 

--' 2__,/~f--./~J ~----~'··2016.. 

Cole H. Kekelis 
Assistant General Cowtsel 
Florida Elections Commission 
l07 West Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallaluwee, FL 32399-1050 

Approved by the Florida Elections Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting held 

onFebruacy28-Marehl,2017,inTallah~~ 

M Scott Thomas, Chairman 
Florida Elections Commission 

Copies furnished 1n: 
Cole H. Kekelis, Assistant General Counsel 
Ronald G. Meyer, Esq., Attorney for Respondent 
Kathy Schure, Complrunant 

Consent Order 
FEC Case #16·236 

.. 

.I8A.Ieg X'ed 9£0/lT 30Vd Wd 91:9z:c lTOZ/9/9 



. .J t 

~· 

:·;;:: . 
.. : .. . ·. 

'.~..::. 

. •.'• 

" 

..... 

.r 
I 

. , ., 
,_J 

!=-_____ , .. , ---... e,, ... ,.. __ ,,_,,__ ==-'=-=----------------------------------------------------"'· "'=-
.IeA.xes x-e..i:1 980/BT 30\ld Wd 91:9z:8 lTOZ/9/9 

c 



Patsy Adkins 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

Good morning Linda, 

Kathy Lanza <lovestoknit@verizon.net> 
Wednesday, April 20, 2011 8:13 AM 
yates@lindayates.com 
RE: Special meeting update 

I just left you a message on your city cell number. 1 have been out of touch due to the fact that my mom has been in the 
ICU at Peace River since the end of March. However, the issue of legal counsel has been very much on my mind. I just 
took a look at the additional back up material. GOOD JOBI 11111111!I!Il1 ! My prayer is that between the additional 
material you have requested Uustifiably so), and David G. requesting an audit, that the matter of the contract renewal 
can be "held at bay" for a sufficient amount of time to "get all the facts". · 

While unable to be there tonight, I will be so anxious to hear what happens. 

Thank you, as always, for all your efforts, 

Kathy Lanza 

From: yates@lindayates.com [mailto:yates@lindayates.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 8:10 PM 
To: ltnda@ufpinc.net 
Cc: hralmbeau@cityofnorthport.com 
Subject: Special meeting update 

K.Y.I 

Reminder there are two Commission Special Meetings tomorrow Wednesday April 20 

9 am COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING (QUARTERLY BUDGET MEETING) 
Location: Commission Chambers In City Hall 4970 City Hall Blvd NP 
For the full agenda and backup materials which Includes a proposed Resolution for Fund Balance Policies 
as well as staff's overview of budget priorities - Click Here 

6 pm COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING (City Legal Services) 
Location: Commission Chambers In City Hall 4970 City Hall Blvd NP 
Notes: ADDITIONAL BACKUP MATERIALS WERE ADDED TODAY click here to vjew the full agenda 
Agenda Item #1 has changed - the subject rs now a request for a NEW contract with Nelson Hesse LLP 
with new terms and retainer amount. Click here to vlew the proposed new contract. The additional backup 
I have provided, including expenditure totals has been added for both item 1 & 3 click here to view 

If you have thoughts or ideas you would like to shaf\e with your City Commissioners you can submit your 
comments to all 5 commissioners at commissioners@cityofnorthport.com. 

Thank you in advance for your continued input and participation in Community affairs. 
Sincerely, 

.£imta Yares 
North Port City Commissioner 
Email: lvates@cityofnorthport.com 
City Office # 941-429-7072 

=~~-1 _____ /1 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

LINDA YATES, 

Petitioner, 
vs. CASE NO. 17-1593F 

KATHY SCHURE, 

Respondent. 

-------------I 

PETITIONER'S NOTICE OF li'ILING OF PROPOSED EXHIBITS 

Petitioner, LINDA MY ATES, pursuant to the order of Honorable Administrative Law Judge 

Linzie F. Bogan, respectfully submits notice of filing of the following proposed exhibits: 

-
EXHIBIT# DESCRIPTION 

1 March 13, 2017 Order from Florida Elections Commission 
2 February 28, 2017 FEC Hearing - Transcript 
3 January 27, 2017 Petition Fo~ Co~!~ and Attorney Fees with Exhibits A-I 
4 January 27, 2017 Notice of Release of Counsel 
5 October 25, 2Ql6 City of North Port Commission Meeting Minutes 
6 October 23, 2016 Waiver of Confidentiality by Respondent Linda Yates 
7 October 20, 2016Lette~-~E_!=.egal Insufficiency from FEC 
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 

MR. THOMAS: My name is Scott Thomas. I'm 

Chairman of the Board of the Elections Commission. 

We have completed this morning the confidential 

portion of our agenda which was noticed for 8:30, 

and we welcome everyone back now that we're back in 

the public session to take up matters that were 

noticed earlier than 11 a.m. 

We are going to bounce around in the agenda a 

little bit because we would like to accommodate both 

counsel and parties who are here in person as a 

courtesy. And so the commissioners and I will try 

to give you little advanced warning on where we're 

going on the agenda when we get there -- or before 

we get there. 

I think what we'll do then is we'll begin with 

we're going to begin with the case which is 

16-362. It's a hearing notice for a petition for 

attorney's fees. This will be for a petition filed 

by Linda Yates. 

Again, my name is Scott Thomas here for the 

Elections Commission. This hearing is to review a 

petition filed by Linda Yates who was named as 

Respondent in Case Number FEC 16-362, seeking 

attorney's fees from complainant Kathy Schure. I 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 

hope I'm pronouncing that right. S-C-H-U-R-E. 

The statutory standard for an award of 

attorney's fees against the complainant is that the 

complainant filed a complaint with malicious intent 

to injure the reputation of the respondent knowing 

that the complaint contains one or more false 

allegations or with reckless di~regard for whether 

the complaint contains false allegations of fact 

that are material to the violation of chapter 104 or 

106. The petition for fees and related documents 

appear in the commission's agenda. 

We have an appearance today. Please state your 

name for the record. 

MS. YATES: Yes, my name is Linda M. Yates. 

MR. THOMAS: Oh, so Ms. Yates, you're the 

petitioner? 

MS. YATES: Yes. 

MR. THOMAS: And do we have the complainant 

present as well? How do we want to do this? Right 

there. Yes, ma•am. 

Ms. Yates, we 1 ll hear a presentation from you 

concerning your petition for attorney's fees. 

MS. YATES: Okay. Thank you. Good morning and 

thank you all for your service. I've come before 

you today in support of my petition for the cost of 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 

attorney•s fees that were incurred by me pertaining 

to the complaint filed by Ms. Kathy Schure. 

Pursuant to Rule 2B-1.0045 of Florida Statute 

106.265 and Florida Statute 57.105 in 5 and 6 and 

any other applicable provisions that may apply, I am 

requesting that the FEC enter an order setting my 

petition for a hearing for the entry of a 

recommended order for an award of attorney•s fees 

and costs and what amounts due. 

I come before you now pro se. I am not an 

attorney. As a person with limited means, I 

requested and released my attorney on January 27, 

2017 and I notified the FEC of that said release. 

The final bill received for my attorney•s fees for 

services from August 27, 2016 totaled $4,090. 

I also have incurred other costs in def ending 

myself against Ms. Schure•s willful submission of 

her sham complaint under oath with blatant 

intentional disregard for the truth and proper 

purpose. 

Ms. Schure•s complaint alleges that I was a 

candidate for city commissioner in 2016, which I was 

not. This is a material false allegation. Since 

Ms. Schure•s complaint was signed on August 17, 

2016, she was fully aware that I was not a candidate 

Imperial Court Reporting. (941) 751-0605 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 5 

1 and my name did not appear on the ballot. 

2 The primary election was held August 30, 2016, 

3 and sample ballots were mailed out approximately 

4 three weeks prior to the election. Ms. Schure•s 

5 actions demonstrate reckless disregard for the 

6 truth. 

7 Furthering Ms. Schure•s willful deceit of the 

8 Florida Elections Commission, Ms. Schure falsely 

9 alleged that I, the candidate Yates, had violated 

10 chapters 104, 106 and/or 105.071 of the Florida 

11 Statutes by referring to 11 see attached" in the 

12 complaint in section number 3. She signed that 

13 under oath. 

14 Ms. Schure•s sworn statement of 11 see attached" 

15 reiterates her false allegation that I violated 

16 chapters 104, 106 and section 105.071. And based on 

17 her own admission in her narrative that I was 11 a 

18 sitting commissioner," she knew and had knowledge 

19 that I was not a candidate and, therefore, could not 

20 have violated Florida election laws as she alleged. 

21 Her repetition of that assertion which she knew 

22 was false does not make it true, and zero evidence 

23 was provided and presented to validate Ms. Schure•s 

24 wild claim that I was a candidate and had violated 

25 election laws. 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 6 

After the complaint was dismissed for lack of 

for legal insufficiency, Ms. Schure was notified 

and was given 14 days to supply evidence. She did 

not. Nothing was provided of any nature. 

The evidence shows that Ms. Schure had a 

long-standing loathing of me and she had a desire to 

assist Commissioner Cheryl Cook in prevailing in Ms. 

Cook's election as provided in the affidavit of Mrs. 

Lanza. 

When Ms. Schure•s complaint was signed on 

August 17, 2016, she and incumbent Ms. Cheryl Cook 

had every expectation that Ms. Cook would be facing 

off against her opponent, Ms. Jacqueline Moore, in 

the general election of November 8, 2016. 

There was a complaint filed attached to my 

complaint for Ms. Moore; however, it was not 

separated and therefore not recognized as a separate 

complaint. The timing of the placement of Ms. 

Schure•s FEC complaint on the city commission agenda 

of the City of North Port served as a political ploy 

in October to erode voter confidence in the 

integrity of candidate Jacqueline Moore, Ms. Cook's 

opponent, and also to disparage me. 

On September 9, 2016 before the FEC completed 

its most basic legal sufficiency review, Ms. Moore 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 
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-- Ms. Schure appeared at the city clerk's office in 

the City of North Port with a confidential complaint 

and she instructed the city clerk to distribute the 

papers to the city commission as a public document. 

MR. THOMAS: Ms. Yates, I just want to tell you 

you have about a minute to go, okay? 

MS. YATES: Okay. After conferring with the 

FEC and the city attorney, Ms. Schure had called the 

city clerk to demand that those documents be 

distributed, and the city clerk did distribute those 

documents. The -- Ms. Moore ended up losing her 

election that primary election. 

And Ms. Schure, by her actions in pushing the 

issue, submitting this complaint, did nothing more 

than try to publicize misleading information in 

regards to me having been a candidate and violated 

any election law. 

And this process of the FEC is for valid 

complaints of the public in regards to election laws 

and not to be abused by individuals for malicious 

intent and purposes. And I am pleading with you 

that you would allow for a hearing for the evidence 

and any information to be heard in this case. 

MR. THOMAS: Thank you, Ms. Yates. Ms. Schure, 

do you wish to be heard? 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 

MS. SCHURE: Yes. 

MR. THOMAS: Why don't you take the podium 

here. 

MS. YATES: I do have documents to share that I 

would like to provide to the others for my 

presentation. 

MR. THOMAS: We'll address that in a moment, 

okay? 

Ms. Schure, please try to confine yourself to 

the same five minutes, okay? 

MS. SCHURE: Good morning. My name is Kathy 

Schure, and I'm a resident of the city of North 

Port, and I just want to make a few statements 

regarding the complaint in this case. I traveled 6 

hours to be here because I do take this very 

seriously. The complaint actually was on her KYis. 

It had nothing to do with the election if you read 

my complaint~ So I just want to make a few 

statements regarding the complaint. 

I filed a complaint because I was a concerned 

citizen by the activities described in the 

complaint. I did not make any wild unsubstantiated 

statements. It was never intended to harm Ms. Yates 

but to stop her behavior. I'm here today because I 

felt I have the right to bring the state authorities 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 
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-- bring to the state authorities what I thought was 

improper. 

It's not up to me to decide whether it was 

proper only to report it. You have the authority to 

decide whether it was proper. That is why I brought 

it to your attention. There are no lies and no 

personal attacks in this complaint. My statements 

were supported by case law. I have the right as a 

concerned citizen to bring it to the proper 

authorities. 

There are probably thousands of these 

complaints filed every year. I'm pretty sure the 

Elections Committee has heard this before. I truly 

believed there was something wrong. I questioned 

the behavior. I am not qualified to say whether it 

was right or wrong so I brought it to the next 

authority, which is you. 

That is the purpo~e of your commission -- I 

wanted a ruling. The ruling said there was nothing 

wrong. I just did not -- it just did not rise to 

the level to be legally sufficient. After the 

commission made their decision, I accepted the 

decision. Thank you. 

MR. THOMAS: Ms. Schure, you can take a seat. 

Before we have discussion, Mr. Yates, you had 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 

9 

LY-12 



() 

' \ \; 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Hearing - February 28, 2017 10 

Some other materials you wanted to proffer to 

us. Of what nature? 

MS. YATES: Well, I did receive an updated bill 

from the city -- from my attorney because at the 

time I submitted this it was at one point, and the 

other is a copy of the ballot, which as I said, 

Ms. Schure had full knowledge I was not a candidate. 

MR. THOMAS: Okay. Well, unless there's an 

objection from the commission, we're not going to 

accept that now. And the reason we're not is we're 

simply here today to determine whether or not your 

petition makes a primary fascia showing for an award 

of fees and costs under the statute. 

If that the determination is made, it would 

then go to a hearing officer who would actually make 

the factual determination as to whether or not the 

standard for an award of fees has been met and, if 

so, what the amount of those fees would be. 

With that, do we have questions or discussion 

amongst the commission concerning Ms. Yates• 

petition for attorney's fees, understanding that we 

are here today simply to determine whether or not 

the petition states a prima facie case for such an 

award, not whether or not she is, in fact, entitled 

to those fees? 
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr. Chair, in FEC 

16-362, I move that you find a prima facie showing 

in the petition to allow her to proceed forward, if 

that•s the proper 

MR. THOMAS: I think it is, Commissioner. We 

have a motion. Was there a second or further 

discussion? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I 1 ll second. 

MR. THOMAS: A motion to second. Any 

discussion on the motion for before calling the 

vote? 

11 

And just so both ladies know, we have the 

substantial information within our files here. I 

don•t want you to think we•re not paying attention. 

we•re all trying to analyze what we have here, okay? 

We have a motion and a second. All those in 

favor, please signify by saying aye. 

THE COMMISSION: Aye. 

MR. THOMAS: Any opposed? 

THE COMMISSION: (No response.) 

MR. THOMAS: The motion carries. We 1 ll issue 

an order reflecting our ruling today as to the prima 

facie sufficiency of the petition and provide a copy 

to all appropriate parties in a reasonable period of 

time. Thank you for your time. 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 
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(Break in the audio recording.) 

MS. SCHURE: May I ask a question, please? 

MR. THOMAS: Sure. 

MS. SCHURE: So what does that mean? 

MR. THOMAS: we•re getting there. One second. 

We -- having made the prima facie -- the decision 

that there's a prima facie showing, the commission 

has to order that a hearing involving the disputed 

12 

issues of fact -- a formal hearing be conducted both 

as to entitlement of fees and as to the amount of 

fees. 

The hearing may be conducted before the 

commission, commissioner or commissioners designated 

by the commission, or the Division of Administrative 

Hearings, and that is at our discretion. And 

whatever the forum would be, it will be a formal 

hearing in which evidence will be taken and an 

impartial fact finder would make decisions for 

ruling based on entitlement and award. 

It seems to me that given the factual nature 

both of the complaint -- whether we have material 

falsehoods for entitlement, as well as then the 

reasonableness of the fees, in my view it's the sort 

of thing that would be best handled by the Division 

of Administrative Hearings. But I'm happy to hear 

Imperial Court Reporting (941) 751-0605 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 13 

() 1 any other alternative thought or view of that. 

2 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I think I concur. 

3 MR. THOMAS: Well, I don't know if we need a 

4 formal motion. Do we need a formal motion? I'm 

5 going to entertain a motion to ref er the matter for 

6 formal hearing before the Division of Administrative 

7 Hearings. 

8 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: So moved. 

9 MR. THOMAS: A motion. Is there a second? 

10 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Second. 

11 MR. THOMAS: A motion and a second. All those 

12 in favor, signify by saying aye. 

() 13 THE COMMISSION: Aye. 

14 MR. THOMAS: Any opposed? 

15 THE COMMISSION: (No response). 

16 MR. THOMAS: Motion carries. So now, let me 

17 get this right. We will enter an order reflecting 

18 our decision as to the prima f acie sufficiency of 

19 the petition and directing the matter be referred to 

20 DOAH, the Division of Administrative Hearings, for 

21 the scheduling of appropriate evidentiary matters to 

22 proceed on that petition. Thank you. 

23 Ms. Schure, I'm happy to entertain a question 

24 if you have a question about the process. 

25 MS. SCHURE: I don•t understand. I guess I 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 14 

1 don•t understand because what she said was not even 

2 in the complaint that I filed. I filed on the 

3 Sunshine Law. 

4 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We need her to 

5 (inaudible) . 

6 MS. SCHURE: If you read the complaint, the 

7 complaint was --

8 MR. THOMAS: Ms. Schure, let me interrupt you. 

9 I'm going to stop you. I 1 m happy to answer any 

10 procedural questions you may have about what•s 

11 happened and where this case is going, but in terms 

12 of the substantive decision as to whether -- how 

() 13 your claim was disposed of, how we disposed of the 

14 initial threshold analysis for petition of 

15 attorney's fees, we•re not going to go back into 

16 that. That•s been resolved. we•ve taken a vote. 

17 we•ve entered an order. 

18 Procedurally, there will now be a referral to 

19 the Division of Administrative Hearings which will 

20 be the body to hear disputed issues of fact, things, 

21 for example, that you may want to raise right now 

22 explaining why, despite the prima facie showing, 

23 there should not be an award and things of that 

24 nature. Okay? 

I .) 
\. . 

25 MS. SCHURE: So I'll have to come back again 
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Hearing - February 28, 2017 15 

for the hearing? 

MR. THOMAS: You won•t have to come back here. 

This will go to the Division of Administrative 

Hearings. It has hearing officers, sort of like 

judges, and they will schedule and they'll make 

arrangements for how the hearing is to be conducted, 

when it•s to be conducted, what prehearing 

requirements there may be and all that sort of 

thing. Okay? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Ms. Schure, and Ms. 

Yates, both, just so you•re aware, there•s a 

significant amount of information on the Division of 

Administrative Hearings• website that will speak to 

the procedural aspects of a proceeding in front of 

DOAH. 

MR. THOMAS: Thank you both for your time 

today. 

(End of audio.) 
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FEC 16-362 Petition fQr Costs and Attorney Fees 

. tes ya 
to: 
Florida CommiSsion 
01/27/2017 09:36 PM 
Hide Details 
F,rom: <yates@lindayates.com> 
To: "Florida Commission" <fec@myfloridalegal.com> 

l Attachment 

~I -. 
Petition for Attorney Fees and Costs 1-27-17.pdf 

Dear Ms. Malphurs, 

Attached Is a Petition for Costs and Attorney Fees In the matter of FEC 16-362. A copy was also 
sent via fax. I am representing myself in this matter, as I can no longer afford an attorney. I 
wlll send a copy to you by mall as well. 

Sincerely, 
Linda M. Yates 
941-423-0444 

file:///C:/Users/malphursd/AppData/Local/Temp/notes5D3EFE/-web4834.htm 1/30/2017 
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In Re: Linda M. Vates 
Respondent 

State of Florida 
Florida Elections Commission 

Petition For Costs and Attomev'.s Fees 

Case NO.: FEC 16-362 

I Linda M. Yates, Respondent Pro Se, do hereby file this Petition for Attomeys' Fees and Costs 
pursuant to Florida Statute §106.265, Florida Administrative Code Rule 28-1.0045 and any other 
applicable laws, against complainant Kathy Schure and state as basis and grounds therefore the 
following: 

1. Ms. Kathy Schure knowingly and recklessly submitted a sworn Complaint to the Florida 
Elections Commission to declare that I, a Commissioner duly elected in 2014 and 
another Commissioner whom was an incumbent candidate in the 2016 election, had 
violated Election Laws regardless of whether such declaration was false and Ms. Schure 
did so with malicious intent of using the FEC agency process available to the public at no 
cost to injure my reputation as well as aid Cheryl Cook an incumbent candidate, whom 
she supported, in making false statements about Ms. Cook's opponent. 

2. I am currently a City Commissioner and will be termed out In 2018. I was initially elected 
In 2010 and re-elected in 2014 and was not a candidate In the 2016 election. Jacqueline 
Moore was a Commissioner also elected in 2014 and at the time M5. Schure flied her 
complaint Mrs. Moore had resigned from her seat mid-term due to the Impact of the 
Implementation of residency District Seats in 2016 and she filed to run for her District 
seat which was the same District seat Ms Cook, who was running for re-election, also 
resided In and was a candidate. A City of North Port General Election was to be held on 
November 8, 2016 with a Primary Election taking place on August 30, 2016. 

3. On or about August 22. 2016, Ms. Kathy Schure filed a sworn Florida Elections 
Commission Complaint against me and attested under oath that the information 
contained in her Complaint was "true and correct". A copy of the Complaint with her 
two page narrative Is attached hereto as Exhibit A. The North Port City Commissioners 
at that time were: me (term expiring in 2018), Tom Jones (termed out in November 
2016), Jacqueline Moore (a 2016 Candidate and current term expiring in November 
2016), Rhonda DiFranco (a 2016 Candidate and current term expiring in November 
2016) and Cheryl Cook (a 2016 Candidate and current term expiring in November 2016 ~. 

4. As the named Respondent I received the Complaint from FEC by certified mail on August 
27, 2016. Due to the nature of the Complaint not only alleging violation of Election Law, 
but also asserting I was a candidate as well as a Commissioner that allegedly violated 
other laws, I retained an attorney for handling the matter. 

5. Ms. Schure's Complaint against me included one copy of her narrative and an additional 
FEC Complaint form alleging City Commissioner Jacqueline Moore also violated election 
laws. 
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6. Ms. Schure's submission of the sworn FEC Confidential Complaint Form was prlma fade 
allegation of violation of Election Laws by myself and Mrs. Moore. 

7. Ms. Schure's swore that the Information contained In her Complaint was true and 
t":orrect however she knowingly asserted false fact stating on page 1 of the official 
Complaint Form in section 2 affirmation that I was a candidate seeking the office or 
position of Commissioner when in fact I was not, I have first-hand knowledge and 
witnesses that she knew my election was In 2014 and did not support my candidacy and 
by her own admission throughout her Complaint she acknowledged I was not a 
candidate. Particularly on page 6 of 7 In Exhibit A she states "The concerns In this 
complaint ore not triVlol or caused by any Inadvertent technical error. A sitting 
qnnmlssioner has for an extended period of time produced documents on City business 
and transmitted the documents to a private list of email recipients, outside of the view of 
the general pub/le as required." Also Ms. Schure file her Complaint with reckless 
disresard for whether her complaint contained false allegations of fact material to a 
violation of elections laws as Ms. Schure falsely asserted on page 1 in section 3 of her 
complaint that the specific provisions of the Florida Election Code violated by me were 
provided in her attachment but she did not do so. In fact the contents on pages S 

through 7 of her sworn Complaint is without merit and contradictory to the truth and 
correctness of the contents she attested to on pages 1 and 2. 

8. On October 20, 2016 Ms. Schure was notified by letter from the Executive Director of 
FEC that her Complaint alleging violation of Florida's Election laws was received and 
upon review was found to be legally insufficient (attached as Exhibit B}. In the letter Ms. 
Schure was also informad that she had submitted a complaint form naming me as 
Respondent with an attachment of a second complaint form Indicating Jacqueline 
Moore as a Respondent as well as an attached narrative of allegations against me and 
therefore without any indication she Intended to file two complaints the entire 
document was accepted by FEC as one complaint against me. In addition she was 
informed that essentially her allegations were pertaining to Florida Statute Chapters 286 
and 119 of which were outside the FEC's jurisdiction that is limited to Chapters 104 and 
106. Of significant note is that Ms. Schure already had knowledge of the FEC's limited 
jurisdiction as that was clearly stated In section 3 of the Complaint Form alleging 
Election law violation that Ms. Schure swore to and submitted. Even if Ms. Schure 
inadvertently forgot to submit the portion of a narrative pertaining to the sections of 
the election law she believed was violated she had 14 days to provide that information 
and If her Complaint submitted under oath were not a sham she would have submitted 
additional information to correct the stated grounds of insufficiency of her Complaint. 
However no evidence of any kind was provided with her Initial complaint of all~ged 
violation of election law nor did she provide any additional information subsequent to 
the October 201

" letter from FEC nor did she submit any correspondence to FEC that her 
original documents submitted was intended to be two separate complaints against two 
separate Respondents. 
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9. In the City of North Port's Primary Election held on August 30, 2016 Cheryl Cook and 

Rhonda Difranco lost their re-election while Cheryl Cook's opponent Jacqueline Moore 
prevailed and she moved on to the November 8, 2016 General Election. 

10. On Friday September 9, 2016 Ms. Schure's FEC Confidential Complaint Form as 
submitted to FEC was hand delivered to the City of North Port's City Clerk's office with a 
request to make it a Public Record and make copies of It and distribute it to each of the 
North Port City Commissioners (attached as Exhibit C). 

11. The FEC had not yet completed its review processes of Ms. Schure's Complaint. The City 
of North Port has no local jurisdiction over elections or ethics violations. Seeing Ms. 
Schure's document was labeled Florida Elections Commission Confidential Complaint 
Form, the City Clark did not immediately distribute the document and instead she 
sought consult with the City Attorney whom advised her to contact the FEC as to 
confidentiality and distribution. The week of September 12, 2016 the City Clerk received 
clarification from FEC that the Confidentiality applied to FEC and unless the document 
was received directly from FEC the Confidentiality did not pertain to the City Clerk. 

12. On or about September 16, 2016 Ms. Schure contacted the City Clerk asking her why her 
FEC Complaint had not yet been distributed to the Commissioners because Ms. Schure 
had spoken with a Commissioner who told her she hadn't received it yet. 

13. On September 16, 2016 after having consulted with the FEC and North Port City 
Attorney, the City Clerk made copies of Ms. Schure's FEC Complaint and distributed it to 
all the City Commissioners. 

14. On October 17, 2016, Commissioner Cheryl Cook who had lost her re-election in the 
August 30, 2016 Primary Electlon to her opponent Commissioner Jacqueline Moore, 
sent an email to the City Clerk (attached as Exhibit D) requesting to place on the October 
25, 2016 City Commission meeting an agenda Item for "Discussion and Possible action 
regarding the contents of Complaint: filed with the State of Florido, Florida Elections 
Commission, against Lindo M. Yates and Jaqueline Moore copy filed with the Clerk 
September 09, 2016n. The requested item was approved by the City Manager and 
placed on the October 25th meeting agenda. On October 18th the agenda Item with a 
copy of Ms. Schure's Complaint was publicly posted and published (attached as Exhibit 
E). The October 25th City Commission Meeting was the last City Commission meeting 
prior to the November 811' Election. 

15. On October 201
h and October 25th articles were published in newspapers (see Exhibit F) 

regarding Ms. Schure's Complaint to be discussed by the City Commission. When a 
reporter tried to reach Ms. Schure for comment, a family member told the reporter she 
was on vacation and he had no Idea when she would return. The City Commission 
agenda item also generated local news exposure and social media attention to Ms. 
Schure's Complaint alleging violations of election laws, sunshine laws and public records 
laws by both myself, a sitting Commissioner in mid-term and Jacqueline Moora a sitting 
Commissioner and candidate for re-election in the election taking place within 2 weeks. 
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16. After Ms. Schure accomplished getting a high level and widespread publicity of her FEC 
Complaint Form prior to the day of the City Commission meeting and prior to the 
November 81

h election, on October 25th at the City Commission meeting Commissioner 
Cheryl Cook moved to remove the Item from the agenda without any explanation or 
comment. Ultimately the City Commission did vote to remove the Item from discussion 
at the dais however the meeting materials with Ms. Schure' s FEC Complaint will remain 
publlcally accessible on the internet, on the City's website and through other public 
record mediums. Of note, 14 days later Commissioner Jacqueline Moore lost her re· 
election. 

17. Ms. Schure's actlom; of submitting an FECComplaint which on its face was a false 
allegation that I had violated election law and by her using the FEC Complaint form with 
reckless disregard of whether her allegations were false and then shortly after pushing 
the issue to get a Commissioner to use a City Commission meeting to bring widespread 
publicity to her Complaint, demonstrates a malicious Intent to badger me and Injure my 
reputation and by such action caused me to Incur slsnlficantly more attorney fees for 
my defense. In addition Ms. Schure's actions also served to aid In disseminating 
statements of purported violation of laws by Ms. Cook's opponent Jacqueline Moore. 

18. A reasonable person would see that Ms. Schure's strategically orchestrated filing of an 
FEC Complaint was with the underlining motive to inflict shame on my name and 
reputation, put in jeopardy my scivice as a duly elected Commissioner and inflict 
financial harm and as such I am entitled to her paying my attorney fees and costs. Not 
only does the content within Ms. Schure's entire 7 page Complaint support that she 
knew her allegation that I had violated Election Law was false but she knew better than 
to use the FEC Complaint process to submit allegations of Florida Statutes Chapters 286 
Sunshine laws and Chapter 119 Public Records Laws. 

19. On December 30, 2016 the FEC sent notice that since they had not received any 
additional information that corrected the stated grounds of insufficiency the case was 
closed (see Exhibit G). 

20. Since receipt of Ms. Schure's Complaint on August 27, 2016 through January 3, 2017, 
due to Ms. Schure's filing of a false Complaint with FEC and her subsequent actions, I 
had Incurred attorney fees In the amount of $2810 (see attached E><hlblt H). Additional 
attorney foes apply through today. Due to my limited financial means, I can no longer 
afford to be represented by counsel and as of today I had to release my attorney from 
this case and I am pursuing this Petition pro se. 

21. I know that Mrs. Schure has held a longstanding loathing of me. She did not want me to 
prevail In my previous elections, but I did and by a significant majority. In fact, this is not 
the first time Ms. Shure has tried to injure my reputation. In the summer 2014, when I 
was running for re-election, she chased down my volunteers who were in her 
neighborhood walking door-to-door advocating support of m9. Ms. Schure charged at 
two of my supporters with a handful of papers and expressing to them what a horrible 
person J was and showed them personal financial documents regarding my home that 
Schure had gathered. Ms. Schure also expllcldly stated the only Commissioner she 
suppnrts is Ms. Chery\ Cook lsee attached affida"Vit Exh\b\t \). 
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22. Any reasonable person can clearly determine Ms. Schure fully knew her allegations in 
her FEC Complaint that I had violated Election Laws were false and that she didn't care 
that ultimately her FEC Complaint would be thrown out because while she asserts on 
page 1 In her Complaint I was a candidate and In section 3 that the alleged violations of 
Chapters 104, 106 and section 105.071 were attached, she included no supporting 
documents or information. A person who cites a lengthy litany of "case law" in her 
narrative on pages S through 7 clearly would have known what she was asserting did 
not pertain to Election laws nor to the agency she used to file a complaint. The Florida 
Bar Association does not show Ms. Schure among its members, yet she purports to 
possess considerable understanding of case law and legal proceedings. Furthermore, 
Schure's narrative demonstrates an intricate knowledge of information technology inner 
workings. Given these facts, it is inconceivable that she did not understand that Florida 
Statutes Chapters 286 and 119, the core of her improper allegations, are not within the 
stated purview of the Florida Elections Commission as the FE C's jurisdiction is plainly 
identified in her Complaint on page l which she read and swore to. 

23. Ms. Schures actions reflect a reckless disregard for whether her complaint contained 
false allegations of fact material to violations of Chapter 106 or Chapter· 104, FS. Her 
actions were a willful abuse of the FEC's process and taxpayer-funded resources for the 
malicious purpose to inflict harm to me politically, professionally and financially at no 

. expense to herself. Simply by Ms. Schure's own narrative and citing of cases she knew 
she would incur fees to file a complaint in the appropriate forum as It pertains to 
sunshine law and or public records. Instead she wrongfully caused me to incur costs and 
attorney's fees in defending against malicious specious Complaint and as such her 
actions entitle me to an award of my attorney fees and costs to date and my pro se 
costs in pursuing this petition. 

24. The Florida Elections Commission is charged with the responsibility of enforcing Florida's 
Election laws to ensure that those participating in Florida's electoral process comply 
with Florida law and those who do not are imposed with sanctions to ensure the · 
reliability of the electoral process. Just as important to preserving the integrity of the 
FEC's processes is the Commission's responsibility to hold accountable persons who file 
a sham complaint against an individual or public official with malicious intent merely to 
injure the reputation of the person complained against by filing such complaint with 
knowledge that It contains false allegations or with reckless disregard for whether the 
complaint contains false allegations of fact material to a violation of elections laws. By 
submission of a sworn Florida Elections Commission Confidential Complaint Form Ms. 
Schure alleged prima facie violation of election laws by me with knowledge such 
allegation was false and with reckless disregard whether such allegation of foct material 
to a violation of elections laws was false. 

25. Now wherefore, I Linda M. Vates request that the Florida Elections Commission order 
the appropriate proceeding on this petition to award costs and attorney's fees to me 
from Kathy Schure pursuant to any and all statutes and rules that apply on the basis and 
grounds stated in this petition. 
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Respectfully submitted on this 2ih day of January, 2017. 

6475 MunslngAvenue 

North Port, FL 34291 

,~i·~;~ SANDRA K ASBRIDGE ti .. ~ MY COMMISSION• FF'232792 

4. 
'• .. w. ~ EXPIRf:S May 19. 20t9 

-···- ~ I ·~ «01139lf.C•&:1 r""'"'""'6' u.,,..., • .61. 

~~. hY1~ 
(Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public 

Personally known ___ or Produced Identification L 

My Commission expires: ~::5)7 )...o I 'J 
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Florida Elections Commission 

lP7 w. Gail'ltWStreet 
Collfo~ B1"Jkfing, $'ulte ?24 
Tallahassee, Flodci:a .32399~1oso 

February 1,. 2017 

Re: Petition .For Costs and AttorMv's Fees 

Case·Np.F~C 16·36:2; Respondent: Linda Vates 

Dear Donna Ahn Malphurs, 

I; Hoda M Yates as Respr:mdent in Case NO. FEC 16-362, submitted my "Petition For Costs and 
Attorney's Feesu on.January 27; 2017. I am submitting for attachment to myPetition.th~ 
Exhibits referenced in nwPetition. Please include with my Petit.ion the Exhibits listed below 1;md 

enclosed herein. 

EXHfBITA- FEC 16~362 

EXHl01T B -· FEC 16·362 Oct. 20 Letter 
EXHIBITC - Copy ofComplaint Submitted As A Public Record 

EXHlaitO-Cbf!ryL<;:p<;>k·Email 
EXHIBIT E- October-- 25 ~2016 Agenda Item 
EXHIBIT F ,,,. Art.ides 
EXHIBIT G -12~30~16 EEC Letter Close FEC 16-362 
EXHIBIT H--Attomey Fees 
EXHIBIT l - Katheryn Lanza Affidavit 

. indaL.MA. ,"t.iy~~t;..)lell\,.s..,. .(ft: 
6475 MuhslngAvenue 
North Port1 FL 34291 

941-423.;0444 
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.FIPRIJ>A EL'.ECl'l<)l~·s CQl\JMt$i.'ll'ON 
.107 \V. Gab1~s;StrJ!·~t, ·· 

S~dte. ZMCt,ifii._irBttllding 
'{~Uahassc¢, Fl<itid~ $2l9?-ltJ5(~. 

Tefotil:tonei ~8$,0) 922-4$~9 
m-..xi (8$0)92t~0783 

R:St C!lseNo.: li'ECtt'l~:l6!;Res1><!ndenh Lind~M. Yates 

11¢atMs .. ·Yates; 
QrtAtlg:l.lst 2.?~ l0t6~ die fforidit El~ctkms Comn1i.s.slont~ceived·iht:; ¢11~kM~~4 ¢i>ni1,fairit~Jfogiit~ 
d14t Y9tlV1ol~ Pfori<la's elettio1tlaws. Section 10,6.25(2); I'loridn $l~ttlltl~s st~test · 

The r~~Jl)rtd.ent shall have l4 days tffil!tfCCi!lpt l)f th~ CO:t1\plnb1fto 
file µ.11i}illh1l respt.ins~, and the ex¢cuiive 41rectot tnay tic1t detetmfoe 
the fogal sufifoiency \)f tlic compJafot diwfog that time 11eri~d . 

. J.f¥(iUchqosetpfil¢:tlJ'e,s,p9ns~tbtheoeornp!aint,.plense:sendJt.to;t\1}'att~ntio~1atthe.a(ltlt¢S..<t•· 
Usti>d above, T'ten$m·~ that l ~ecch·e your tcsponSQ fo. a thnely manitet; )'Oll may also Wti!ll tQ 
~end ltvfo 1¢ .. inaH lo m)f ailentiori, at foc(ii\nryilnrigafo~aLco111. You :,,vHI be notified by fotter 
whclhei' the cortJplainfis determinedlegally sui'!h.:fent 

.Pl¢~se ·not~ tfun nil. dO:ctt)ue:nt,s. related to this nuJthfr \l·ilf bc:- u111il~d t-O'.f'to:i al)QVe.ndcli'rss 
tiulc$$ y()u nutit)' ui ;;.ta ne'v add•·ess. 
U1-.dcts¢ctfol1 lo6;25~ J/le>rida ~"taMes, complafots. Counnh;sfon investigntioµs; inve.'l.ti Uv~ 
r~p9tt$, tn¥:1 qthcrdoou111e.11ts relating t.o an alleged vi.olatfon ofChapt~rs t 04 a11d.106. •· t!a 
· St~tutes~ are confid~11d~f'untff the Commission· finds probable cnm;e Qt 11(l. pi;t)\:>~ple caps~;;. 'Th~ 
cm1f:identialh}' provislond'ocs not apply to the pe1'son filing the oompfolot, lfo'\ivev¢r~ it d<1e$ 
ap1;ly to· y()U,. the Respondent, tnifoss you waive c.tmfidelltiatity in writing. 

·1 •f•ifuYl~it~:r \\· ccmpt11i111 (Cl!Jl4} 
l'H>iil-0~3ti~. 

J. 

;:· 

~-
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The conlidentiulit y provision does not preclude you from seeking legal counsel. However~ if you 
retain counsel, your attorney must file a notice of appearance with the Commissfon betbre any 
member of the Commission staff can disct1ss this case with bim or her. 

ip/enr 
B.nclosut'C: Complaint w/atUlchme11ts -,. 

Sincerely, 

&11Ut~~ 
Deputy Age11cy Clerk 
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STATE OF FLORIDA . 
:FLORIDA EI.;ECTlONS COMMISSIO~·... . . . 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, ~l?r.if!~i)1EW0-: ~" ..... 
Tcluphone Number: (850) 922·4$3\) . : " ".. · . . · .n . ' · ·· ' 

CONFIDENTi.A'ifoc~~~LAIN"r::·mii&22 "'P· 1~:31' 
Tile Commbalott't rec<trd• nnd pWlcudtngs in n cnRe are cooltdentlal unlil 11'.0'£~ 

~ause, A 1.'-0py ntthe con1plalnt will be pro\•Jded tG the person agalnstwliiifu ' 

1. PERSQN BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name: .:t:)'ffrl.k<.1 ~-------­
Address: ]Ef:bQ_i.tJ, \)e_t C-€ B lV b~-

Wmk Phone: L_J·Af/:;-
Home Phone: d.t:fl> -2'- c./..3 

City: JYQtn\ \?PITT County: ~~orA State: ._a__ Zip Code: "2:>t..\ ?.~k__ ... 

2, PEB§ON AGAINST !!HOM COI\:IPIAINT IS BRQllyJI'f: 

A person ca11 be nn individual, politicnl comruiUec, committee of conti11uo11!l existence, political party, 
elcct.io11eeri11g coru11nmication: organi1.atiru1, club, corpomliou, partnership, company, association, or any 
other t)'pe of orgauindion. (Jf yon. intend to name more than one individual or entity, please file multiple 
complaints.) 

Name of individual or e~tity: ~~jj~J:~dL.P\ , 4 f.\:I'E~ ---·---·----'--
Ad~ress:_~-~~S:-.l!)M.tJ51 N6 f\ot. Phone: (_j __ _ 

Cizy:V\/o@n!jdog:r: County:S~ S!ate: .. .£.L ___ ZlpCode:.~l. .. 

1f individual is a candidatB, list the office or position sought LOltll!i1£Q.lo.NJat(~ 
Haye you filed this comphunt with the State Attorney's Office? (~heck one) 0 Yes ~o 

3. ALi:f.GED VlOLATION!S); 

· "pt:~lo Ii.st tl10 provisions of The Florida Elec1io:n Co.de that you bcliovo the person namod ~bovo nioy have 
violated. The Commission hus jurisdicli1)n only lO itwestigatitm the follo'l't~ng provisions: Chapter 104, 
ChaJ>ter 106, and St-ctfon 105.071, F'loridu Statutes. A!so, plc.<1se imllude: 

./ Tlle foots nnd actions tllcrt you believe supped tl1e violations you allege, 

./ The names and teleplmne numbers of persons you believe may bo wit11esses to the fnctll, 

./ A copy or picture of die political advertisements you .llle11lion in your stntemeut, 

./ A co11y of the doeunionls you mention in your s111tcrue11t, nnd 
v' Other e'•idence that supporla your nlJegations. 

·" •• •-• .. ••••••••••~Nm~M•W-•---- ... ,. .. ,.. .. ,..,, .. ""'.__.. .. ____ ...... , .. __ .. -.... ., .. ,.. ... ······-----··-~·····-.... -,._,, .. ,-··-----

,,_ .. _______ _ 
·------·....,..···"""'""'"'''- ··-----.................... ~· .. ·~, ... ,,,, ___ _ 

·-~-~..._.,,J;.I; i\1GT~tk_.,. __ _ 

-----..-...~ ....... ·····~---- -----· 
---................ .-..... ,,,.,, .... ..... -----·-~---··'"""'"~" ______ ........................ _, ___ _ 
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Addi.tional materials attach.~ (cl~k <>ne)? tJJYes 0No 

4. !!ill! 
STATE OF ll'lORlDA 
COUNTY OF 

~~~~~~~~~ 

""~•-"'""Ji~· . /J/J &uJ/.¢1/ ----·-~"''' 
(1'drit, 'ly~ Slamp C.· .ill<llltn:i.1 Nlllllt QfN;;ty.Vublic) 

l'tll'61lMlly knoMl ··-.-··Or Pr<ldu~d ldei1tlfiwtin11.~···-

Any pcr11on whit file.I: a\omplaint while~ that lhu auew.11uns me false or without merit e111mnits a: 
mii!dMM!mmr of tlw first degn:o. ptmiahab!o t1s proviikd in Setitfo.ns '17S.OS2 and 775.~83, Florida Statu~s ... 

f'J!C 1)02 (Rev OS.0$·14) 
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() STATE. OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA E.LECTIONS COMMISSION 

I 07 West <Tdines Street, Suite 224i Tallahassee, Florida 323 99· l OSO 
Talepllone Nwnbi;r: (850) 9224539 

~.ww. fco .. suU.!L.t'L.lw. 
CONFIDENTIAL COMPl,AINT FORM 

The CommJRSkm11 ~nnls and proceedings in a case are confidential until the CommiHion rules on probable 
cause. A copy t¥t lhc _eomplafnt will be provided to the person agalnsl whom fhe t'Omplaint is brought. 

1. fE1§9ti BRINGING CQMPLAlNT: 

Name: d{tnJt'{ ~/4€ -~----
Address: ?;::J:)..o ().) · P12.1ct: Bl.uh 
City: ~?ort County: B&M~TA __ State: R.. Zip Code: 3Y'.ZBC. 

2. PERSQN AGAINST W~OM &'.{)MPLAINT IS BROUGHT: 

A person cm1 he nu individual, politicaf corumiuce. eommittee of continuous existence, political party, 
eloctioneeriug commu11ic11tio11 organization, dub, corporatio111 partnership, tiompany, association, or any 
ot11er type of t>rsani7;'ltion. (If ynu intend to name nn·rro than one individual or entity, ploose file multiple 
complail1ts.) 

Name ofindividual or entity: J f\CQ U.'Ci!Lr NG {!\oo g( 

Address: _J.:121 .... w~e&t<- \tITI ~..£-... ·····-· Phone: dYlJ "i'Z..'~.: H .. r::Pf 

( 
.. ~) Ci1y: ~&!: 0>w1y: ~ Sia,.: S'.k- Zip Cod~ '"".:> 4~-
- If individual is a candidate, list the office or position sought:. C.OfY\1YWn$1,Q,_hl~ \i 

Haveyoufiledtl1isoomplaintwitb.theStateAttomcy'sOffice? (checkone) 0 Yes ~ No 

( ) 

3, ALL~ID VIQLA'tION<Sl: 
Please lhit the provisions of' The Florida Election Code that you believe tlio person named nbove may have 
violated. The Com.mission has jurisdiction only 10 investig~tion the following provisions: Chapter 1041 
Chupter 106, and Section 105.071, Florida Statutes. Also, please i.uclnde: 

./ The facts and actions tliat you bolicvo support the violations you allege; 

./ The names and telephone numbers of persons you beli<we tnay be witnesses to th.e facls, 

../ A copy or picturn of t11e polirieal advertisement! you mention ht your st11tement, 

./ A copy of the doouruents you mention in your st111cm1cnt, and 
v' Other evidence that supports your aUegotions. 

'" -----~· -~---~-·-~--~----··--~--------------------

·~---------~---·--~ 

......... ~-·-----
............ ~ ........... -~.----- ·---~---_.,.._ 
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4. QA'fH 
STATE OF FLORJDA 
COuNT'f OF $g,ra.~at. tA--

o~.··· 
-(Prin11 "f>'PO. ~m11C !IS imad met1fNGl111Y · ic) 

P<:riroually kn1Ywn __ 
0 
Or PradufXld lcl(lnliflwlioll. __ 

Typeafld~iff.ca1iou l~mduWii~....,· ----· 

A:Jzy· p!jrson Who files t oompblin.t while kJll)wingthll.t lhe cflegatiom are false 1>r with®t morlt ooJ.lllXlils a 
ini.sdwncflDOroflhe fustdesroo, punish!lbfo 11a twovid6',i in Sections11S~082 and 775.033.Florld11 $t11t\lte11. 
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INRE: Sunshine Law and Ethks Violations by City of North Port Comndssioner 
Linda M. Yatcil covedng the period June l, 2012 to .July 20, 2016. 

Sunshine Sunshine Law and Ethics Violations by City of North Poa·t Commissione1· 
Jacquaiuc Moor@ (.overing the period January 16, 2015 to July 20, 2016 • 

. Augmit l, 2016 

ibis wTiting is to bring a formal cornplaint and a request for investigation into illegal and 
unethical activity of Commissioner Linda M Yates through the use personal entail 11ervers. Tor 
13rowaers, relay internet list servers, and i11tem1cdiaries io knowingly violutc FL 286 - Open Meetings 
Law and FL 119- Florida Public Records Law. Additionally, Commissioner Jacqueline Moore appears 
to have participated in '•sec1·et meetings and communic:ation° with Commissioner Yates as recipient of 
emails and texts directly and through intermediarie1!, 

This complaint relics on the AGO statement that "A public recurd is defined broadly in the 
stature to mean "all document&, papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photogntphs, films, sound 
recordings~ data processing software or other material regardless nf physical form, charn(,'teristics, Ql' 

means of transmission, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or i11 the connection with tl1e 
11'ansaction of official business by any agency" 111is would .include mobile text messages1 emails, 
"tweets'', and Face Book postings. 

111e complaint alsu relies on u sig.nificant body offlorida case law tht\t has firmly established that '"The 
clear policy the legislature has established for Florida is simple to understand: to have the public's 
business curried out in public.~' City ofFm·t MYJ?t~ v l'JeW§·fressP!1blj~hing Co. Inc. 514 So. 2Nd408 
(Fla. 2nd DCA 1987). The case law also establishes that "The sunshine law is fo be construed liberally 
'm favor of open government to assure openness in and access to government. Kr@.li~JI, Reno 366 
So.2~d 1244, 1250 (Fl 1979) see also Zorvv QJt:£ of Vero Beach 722 So. 2N° 891 (Ha 4th DCA 1998); 
and the law is directed to: "frustrate all evasive devices Toen of Palm Beagh v. Gradison 296 So, 2Nd 

473, 47? (Fla, 1974}. And in part, "Remedial mea$itres iaken after lawsuit seeking declaratory 
judgment is filed do not moot a claim". Gang1Qff v. TayjQr 758 So. 2NJ 1159 (Fla. 411

' DCA 2000) 

Sometime in 2-012 and possibly before, City ofNori:h Po11 Commissioner Linda M. Yams began an 
email campaign based on email addresses gathered from her eleciion campaign to dis1ribute from her 
pl'ivate email server "mail.liudayates.com" a continuing sel'ies of city busin.ess discussi011s under the 1 · 
banner of "K. Y.l. (Keeping Yon Informed). These email documents were not recorded or archived 
within the control of the City of North Port or accessible to the general public. However, the documents 
contained what would be considered upC{)hting agenda hems, Yate's position on those items, and her 
cxortations lo come to the Co$n1mission meetings and speak. based on the talking points. 

At some point, the City Clerk began receiving public record requests for the KYI publication and was 
unable to fulfill those requests since the clerk had no record of them ht any fotmat. This process 
continued uuabated tlirough 2015 when the City Attorney advised Cutnmissioner Yates of the 
problematic emails and their relation to Sunshine La\\' violations. lt appears that Commissioner yatcs 
then provided what appears to be a partial Ust of recipients and a partial archive of the emails. lt also 
·.;ppcars that Yates thell continued lo send the pllblication in whut appeared to be through her city email 
address lyates@cit}:qfnorthRQrt.com However an anaiysis of the full email headers shows that the 
emails are being routed through the private sei:ver via listservcr software throughmai1.lindayates.com. 

Pase 5 of7 
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I11 Jam.tat}' of 20 I 6. the ICANN registrar noted that the domain registl'ar O<>Daddy.com had tenninated 
the domain and denied rene\val for "legal disputes" (clientRemiwProhibited 
fJ.tt.p.s.,·llicar111 .• o.rgkPJJlfcli.ent/J.i'M.wfrobite(/J This use of the personul email server both prior to legal 
counsel and then afterward with a continuing disregard for that advice effectively frustrates any attempt 
by the gt;)neral public to see both the eon~nt of the emails ·aµ,d the fuU list of r~ipie11ts of the emails 
and to be confident that the fuU reeo.rd is being provided . 

The soope9ftbis com.plaint goes :furthe1~ Not only had Yates used her personal emuil server to 
distdbute "talking points" to her campaigt1 Jist, a search through 'f}aeeRfJ1Jte of the t'Wl email head0r.s 
reveals that the emails were also being sent to North Port City Commissioner Jacquelble Moore via a 
.Private einaif address, to her husband} aud to 11everal of her personal staff including Cheri Lee who acts 
as personal liaison for Moore and to Peter Bartolotta a campaign advisor. Direct communication <>ut of 
the public view and apparently deliberately hidden from pUhHc view between sitting eommlssiono.rs is 
a clear violation of the-law whether sent directly or passedthrough int.ermediarles , A review of the 
partial email list that this complaint has obtained shmw add:iii<>na1 communication with city board 
members~ members of the North Port Area Chamber of Commef(."e government relations committee 
m.embm:s. and individuals who conduct financ.Jat business with the City, all of \vhieh arc conducted 
outside of the full public view required by law. ' 

. At some point~ Yates.~ under duress1 prov.ideci the City Clerk with archived oopies of the email$ 
in PDI; format (which prevents viewing the full email headel;) and a list of recipients. .However, a 
s~plesurvey oftbe email Hst and~ archived emails shl'.>ws numerous disorepanoie.i; in the number.of 
recipien1s and the sequence of KYI emails. In othef :words,. the .lists and arehives provided 'b)' Yates are 
not complet~ aceui'atet. or responsive to n,iimerous requests for production.. 

A further revie,w of the 'JraceRoute data obtained from direct emails show.s that the private 
server through its Iistserver software. receives and sends data in excess, of the known number of KYI 
emails. That exeess can eithei: be due to the existence of more KYI emails not archived in control of 
the City Clerk or evidence of.additional communications sent t.o the listserver mftware t\iat sends 
emai.In to the .known and unkn.own recipient list. or both. A full examination of the servert the software 
·and the contents of the emails will likely require djscove.cy which i~ :not in th~· scope of this complaint. 
However, there is enough information at hand to warrant further examination by state law enforcement.. 

The concerns in lhis·oomp1a1nt are not trivinl ot:causoll by any inadvertenl technical error. A 
sittiug commissioner has for .an extended periud of' time produced documents on City business and 
transmitted the documents to .a private list of email recipientsr- outside of the view of the general puhlio 
as is required. But mol'e troubling is the clear potentiat that th.at infonna.tlon, that contains positions 
and political strategy gerriume to the conduot of City of North Port business an.d ha~ (.."retited a regular, 
ad hoc "secret meeting0 between at least two commissioners and other government -officials. 

This complaint quotes: 

·A secret meeting occurs when public officials meet at a time and place to avoid being seen or heard hy 
the public.. When at such meetings, offlclals mentioned in FL '286.0ll RS.A, transact or agree t0. 
transact public business at a future time in a certain manneJ• they violate 1he Government In the 
Sunshine LQWt regaNl/ess of whether the meeting is formal?.' l!iformal City of Miomi Beach v. Burt)t. 
!79 So. 6Nd 380 (1965) · 
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This complaint further alleges that Commissioner Yates was well aware of the violations, continued to 
violate the luw evw afler advisement by legal counsel, and continues to hide and obstruct the public's 
lawful ability to obtain public documents. 

'commissioner Moore was also complicit in partfoipating in discussions outside of the public view and 
in violation of the Sunshine Laws through het• receipt of the KYI and other documents from Yates. 
While this complajnt has no means or authority to obtain hidden records from Moore, it is suspected by 
the evidence at hand that additional communication between Ya.tc.s and Moore, and her supporters will 
likely be revealed. 

TI1is complaint was re-searched and prodllceci'to stop a continuing violation of Florida law und make 
hidden records available to 1he publi_c as is provided by those laws. 

Page 7 of 7 
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Kathy Schure 
3.720 We8tPrice13lvd. 
North P9rt,. FL J4i·s6 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMlSSION 
. . . . . 1.01 W~ ·<Y~iries street 

COiiins BuildJn.g, Suite 224 
Talla)l~$~; :fil>tid~ 32399405~ 

Telephone:· (8SO) 922~453!l 
. Fax: (850) 911..0783 

October 20, 2016 

Im: Case'No.: FEC 16 .. 362; Respondent: Linda Yates 

DeaJ ;Ms. Schlll'.e: 
Thefl9t~c1aEl~ctions· Conunission has received your complaint alleging viQl~tiQns pfF~oµd~1s 
~lecti(.)rt faws. t hav~ reviewed yolir comp1al»t and find it to 'be 1egaUyinsuffi¢~ent. 
'.!'his c()):rlplai~t was rec~tved by th.e Florida Elections Com:missfon pn AU:gustzz~ 201'6; fhe.C():Ver 
page~ whi.Qh ·was an .FECoomplaint form .• named Linda Yates as the Respondent A#iielied w the 
cpm:plaint form:was $econ(} complaint fonn indicating a differentRespondent (,Jacqueline Moote), 
as W:¢11 ~$ a narrative of the allegations against Ms. Yates. You did not irtdfoa~ 4flY:Whete ittthe 
d.ocu:m.ents that yoµ intended to file two comp1aiI1ts, so the CommissiQn · a¢cepted the e11tire 
document a& a c0;mp1aiµt against Re$pondent Linda Yate~. · 

The essential 4\legati:ons of yol,lr complaint m:e that Respondent violated Florlit~~·s•<>pt7nme¢tjn.gs 
and:tmb1ic records laws, Chapter 286 and 119, Florida Statutes, l'espectively~ The Jurisdiction of 
the F!Orida :Elections Comtn.isS.ion is limited to alleged violations of Ch.~pter 104 and ·106, 
Flotlda Statl.ite.s. As such. I fmd your complaint to be legally insufficient 

If you nave additipnal information to correct the stated ground(s) ofinsufficiency, Plea$e subr.nit 
it within 14 days of the date of this letter. If we do not receive additional infohfiatfon:tb,at corrects 
the stated gronnds of ilisufficieiicy, this case will be closed. For your converiience, enclosed ls a 
form for your use in sµbmitting additional info1mation. lf you: subrrlit an, additiop™ statement 
containing facts. you m:ust sign the. statement and have your signatlire notarize& :IA ad.ditioi;ii an:y 
additional mets you submit to the Comnnssion ·must be based on either personal information ot 
iiifo®atioti otb:~rfhan. hearsay. 

tJnJilthfa c~/3 is closed~ section 106 . .25(7), Florida Statutes, providesthat th¢ Respondelntmay l10t 
disclose thi.s letter, the complaint; or any document related to this case, unless h.e 9.r she waivei> 
co11fid,¢p.tiality in writilJg. To waive confidentiality~ the Respondent must ma,ilotfax a written 
waiver o:fconfidentifilly to Donna Ann Malphurs at the address or fax :number listed above. 

·;,· 
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() If you have any questions concerning the complaint, please contact us at fec@myflori~alegal.com, 
) 

£_ 
Sincetely, 

AMT/enr · 
Enclosure: Additional Infonnation Fonn 
cc: Linda Yates, Respondent w/out Enclosure 

() 

.. 

() 
COM005 (5109) 
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r/t1}1(.} 
Ct$ er 

'Cite CQmrnis~fon's t~rds ancl P.rll~ings tn a ~s(I a~ ccinfidcntl:al untll tlJ~ C~miitl$~}Q~ H,llcH Pri probi\lj)e, 
~µse, A copy ~f th#@~)p)~~nt' ~·ill !}ii pr~Mdcul th ~c Jilltll~~ 11g~mst wh'9m i~e ~t>mpt~int111 iir~~~~r,. .. . 

1~ :PERSON :IJRlNGlNG 'CilMPLAJN1': 

Name: rl:1~ ~ Wi rk Ph·~· (~jv;/lL__ 
Address: ,'~1~ •u)t ~~JC;( 13 LV t) Bo:1~~:;h:n:=:.~.#.r>,'.q~·~ ?4 lJS 
City: i)!oe:.tl\ i?~J: ¢ounty: ~M;.1\50f 8 State: Jft Zip C(}d~; ..l;f\ .. z;~~. ~ 

2,J>EllSQN.AGAWST :WBOM Cf)l\iP.I,A~ijlS ~~OUGHT: 
A perso1~ ~an be <1n indiv\U!.jal~ political comm:ith:,.>e, con1mittee of coif~in:u!lti.s ·elPst¢1lCX:; ,poiitfoat party, 
c:ilec~fo.ucerlii,S co1nnmni1?ntkiil or$unization, ch1b. corporation, partnQtslup,. (X)piplJiiY; amr~iatitj1t;: <>r an~ 
otlier typ~. <if <>rgan.i~ti<:>n' (If you mfond to name more th.an -0ne individu~ or er1tjiy,. J*i!l~¢ fil~ flfl.iltihl~ 
co1l'iplfil1lts;) · · · · · · · · · · 

w~m~ ot1114MdlJaj_ or~1;itity: ~ L.t t.J ~ .~'3.IE~ . . ........ · ·. . . -~~-~-.. ~ .. . 
A<idre~s.: t.o!t~.S: . CY1M.Ne>i \\I~ f\1,1£ .· ____ , __ . -.-· 
City; ~b@ljl ~b©"~~ C6Lintyr5~"rl\- Stata; _f~_.·. . iip(;ode; ;.;.?.?.~~"'"" 

'lf'.indi:Yi'dual 'i$ a,.<;il!li;lidate, li~t the office or position sought: . C.o M trh1?H . . 
l{aye Y:Pi.1 nlaj thi~ t<>Ifipl~ntwith .the State Att<:>n1Qy'$ QffkeZ (cb:®k9n~) 

3. f\[;~E(f Ep }!Jf>.1.th. '('l6~(S>: 
Ple11se list di~ prnvMons <rt' the Florida Efoctfon CoM tblit you betiew;i the, Ji.er$Ql! nao:ied •a~()~¢ mti:Y Jtave 
vil)hiJed. · The ¢01111»,is.$fort h~$ Jli~isdfotfou only to itiV®tigatfon the foltriwfog J:>l't)viS.16»$: 'C.bB,ptet' '104~ 
C~apt~r H16,:tttul~t1ti9nJ0$.07h Pl.otidaStatute$. Also, tilease ittcl1.1~e: .. 

'7 The·f~qt$. ·m)a aoitoi1s thiit·y~u believe $UPPQ11 tl1e. vioJ::tlfo1)$. yo\t itlteg~{ .. · 
Y' The ntuii¢s and teiepliotte tt1Jm bet's of per$on$ you· pelieve may be wittte'ss¢S. totM fae1s1 . 
.r A ao1w urp:icture ofthe political advertisement$ you mentionjn )1ourstace1ucnt; · 
../ A ¢'t)pyi:;f the dPC\1!11~nts yQ1i.iuention 111 your statemcnt0 at~4 
v ·Oth¢r¢vi~e~ec thatsupportsyourallefM1tions. · · 
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4.QAI.1! 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF 50,l11 ;Sof:tt.... 

Additional materials attached (check one)? .¢.s QNo 

I sweai' ~·· affi1•m, that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

· ompJaint 

Sworn to.and su~scribedbefOre me this _fl.:J,.._day of 

_$/;i'f ·---· 20 /(;, 

(-Print, Type, Stamp nllllissi9nod~~!fl¥Pllblio) 
P~· kno~G- OrProi!uced Jdcnlificatjo11 __ _ 

Typo ofldontification Produced __ .. __ _ 

Any person "ivho files a complaint while knowing that the alleg~tioIIS are false or without merit commits a 
misdemeanor of!he first degree.: punishable as .provided in Sec.tiorui 775.082 and 775.083, Florida Statutes. 

FEC 002 (Rev OS-05•14) 

' 

I 
I 
I 
I 

( 1--·· -·-·-·-·-------···-·-- ______ ,,... -· .,_ ....... _,.,, ....... ·-·-------··---·-·--·--·-... ··--···-- I 
j 

j 
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qs apuh 11 (, 1?..ecfu~E OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

. t·~ ·.1 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1 OM:~ t .n{ ;·,~ :. 
Telephone Numb!'r: (850) 922-4539 

\\"WW.fee .state. fl. us 

CONFIDENTIAL COMPLAINT FORM 
The Commission,s reeords and proceedings ln a ease are confidential until the Commission nde5 on probable 

cause. A copy of the complaint will be provided to the person against whom the complaint is brought. 

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name: d{mrttf £ ~~£" 

. ' '.:: 

Address:. ?Jrlo W · P12.1ce- Blv,h 
City: Noim\?oe.t County: 8AfAf>OIA 

Work Phone: L_) N) /l-
Home Phone: <!11!.J 1/7.,/, -'ZJp t/~ 

State: & Zip Code: BY'Z.BC. 

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT JS BROUGHT: 

A person can be an indMdual, political committee, committee of continuous existence, political party, 
electioneering communication organization, club, corporation, part11ersl1ip, company, association, or any 
other type of organization. (If you intend to name more than one individual or entity, please fil~ multiple 
complaints.) 

Nameofindividualorentity: _ JACQ u..~Ltt:>.tE f')oogG 

Address: l'l 2l ~&t?. \ tm f+v G' Phone: d.f{u "i 7..."!>- J ~ 9't 
City: ~<nntfl>e;r: Cowty: ~f,o'Tl\ State: R . Zip Code: "?LI 1'~ 
If individual is a candidate, list the office or position sought: C.oMM\COp\ bNQ..{C 1\i 

Have you filed this complain1 with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) D Yes ~ No 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATIONCSl; 

Please list the pro1isions of The Florida Election Code that you believe the person named above may have 
violated. The Commission has jurisdiction only to investigation the following provisions: Chapter 104. 
Chapter 106, and Section 105.071, Florida Statutes. Also, please include: 

./ The facts and actions that you belie\'e support t11e violations you allege, 

.!' The names and telephone numbers of persons you believe may be witnesses to the facts, 

./ A copy or picture of the political advertisements you mention in your statement, 

.,/ A copy of tl1e docwuents you .mention in your statement, and 

../ Other evidence that supports your aUegations. 

FEC 002 (Rev OS.05·14) 
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4. QA'fH 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
coUNTV· oF. Sora sai::Vk 

Additional materials attached(check one)? _¢es []No 

I swear or affi11n, that the aboveinfonnati~m is :true ;pgd corrid to:the best of 01y ~owledge. 

Qr P.rQdi.lcod .fdcn1it'icatlon_. __ 

I -

All.y person who. files a ooipplaint "illie ~that th~ allegatfons are.false .or Witli.o.litmei_it c.ommits :a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided.in Sirotion.~ 71'5.082 and 775.0~3, F~~~.Statiltes. 

FEC 602 (Rev. OS-05·14) 

-----··- . ----·. ·--.---·-·---- ----·--·-----.. ·····-·-·----
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S~nshine Law .and Et~lics Violat~ons by City of North Port Comrt\¥Jl\o'P!NORTH N1i.·%'f 
Lmda M. Yates covermg the penod June 1, 2012 to July 20, 2016. · · · ·· 

Sunshine Sunshine Law and Ethics Violations by City of North Port Commissioner 
Jacqueline Moore covering the period January 16, 2015 to July 20, 2016. 

_;',_, 

This writing is to bring a fo1mal complaint and a request for investigation into illegal and 
unethical activity of Com.missioner Linda M. Yates through the use personal email servers, Tor 
Browsers, relay internet list servers, and inte1mediaries to knowingly violate FL 286 - Open Meetings 
Law and FL 119 - Florida Public Records Law. Additionally, Commissioner Jacqueline Moore appears 
to have pai1icipated in "secret meetings and communication" with Commissioner Yates as recipient of 
emails and texts directly and through intermedia,ries. 

This complaint relies on the AGO statement that "A public record is defined broadly in the 
stature to mean "all documents, papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, films, sound 
rec01"di11gs, data processing software or other material regardless of physical form, chamcteristics, or 
means of transmission, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in the connection with the 
transaction of official business by any agency" This would include mobile text messages, emails, 
"tweets'\ and Face Book postings. · 

The complaint also relies on a significant body of Florida case law that has finnly established that "The 
clear policy the legislature has established for Florida is simple to understand: to have the public's 
business cru·ded out in public," City of Port Myers v News~Press Publishing Co. Inc. 514 So. 2Nd 408 
(Fla. 2nd DCA 1987). The case law also establishes that "The sunshine l~w is to be constmed liberally 
ih favor of open govemment to assw·e openness in and access to government. Krause v. Reno 366 
So.2nd 1244, 1250(Fl1979) see also Zorcv City of Yero Beach 722 So. 2Nd 891 (Fla4111 DCA1998); 
and the law is directed to: .. frustrate all evasive devices Toen of Palm Beach v. G1'8.dison296 So. 2Nd 

473, 477 (Fla. I 974). And in pa1t, "Remedial measures taken after lawsuit seeking declaratory 
judgment is filed do not moot a claim". Gangloff v. Taylor 758 So. 2Nd 1159 (Fla. 4'11 DCA 2000) 

Sometime in 2012 and possibly before. City of North Port Commissioner LindaM. Yates began an 
email campaign based on email addresses gathered from her election campaign to distribute from her 
private email server "mail.lindayates.com" a continuing series of city business discussions under the 
banner of "K. Y.I. (Keeping You Informed). These email documents were not recorded or archived 
within the control of the City ofNmth Port or accessible to the general public. However, the documents 
contained what would be considered upcoming agenda items, Yate's position on those items, and her 
exortations to come to the commission meetings and speak based on the talking points. 

At some point, the City Clerk began receiving public record requests for the KYI publication and was 
unable to fulfill those requests since the clerk had no record of them in any fo1mat This process 
continued unabated through 2015 when the City Attorney advised Commissioner Yates of the 
problematic emails and their relation to Sunshine Law violations. It appears that Commissioner yates 
then provided what appears to be a pat1ial list ofrecipieri.ts and a pa11ial archive of the emails. It also 
appears that Yates then continued to send the publication in what appeared to he through her city email 
address lyates@cityofnorthportcom However an analysis of the full email headers shows that the 
emails are being routed through the piivate server via listserver software through mail.lindayates.com. 
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In January of 2016, the !CANN 1·egistrru."noted tbatthe domain regi~trar·GoDaddy.com had terrp.i,nated 
the domain and denied rehewal fo1· "legal disputes" (clicmiRenewProhibited C~'!fY 1)'i' ~;~~Jg;rn1 '.'.;.:<\}ff~ .. 
https,i/icatm. orgleop#clJentRenewProhite4J This use of the personai emaii servei both prior to legal 
counsel and. then afterward yvrith a continJ.ting (lisregard for that adv.ice effectively frustrates any attempt 
bythtf general public to see both.the content of the emails ~d the full ijst.ofre:clpients of the email$ 
and to. ·be confidentthat the fUllt.ecor.d iS being provided . · 

The s.cope Qf tliis complaintgoe$.f11rther. Not only had Yates used her personai email sel'Ver to 
distt'ibute "talking points" to her campaign list, a fie.arch thn,mgh TtaccR,ou.t<{ of th~ m11 email headers 
l'eveals that the emails were= also being sentto Norfu.Po1t·City C01;nmi~sioner Jac.queline Moore via a 
ptivf!.te e.rn.aii address~ to her husband~ andto.sev.eralofher personal staff irtcludirig Cheri Lee who act.~ 
as personal liaison.for Moore ~11d tQ :Peter Bartolotta a campaign advisor. ,Direct comfuunication.out of 
the.·public view and app~e11tly-aeliberately hidd~n fr<>m public view between sitting oommissioners. is 
a clear violation of the. law whether sent directly or passedtllrough in:~rmediar,i.es . A review of the 
partial email list that this compiaint has obtained shows. additional comm.unici:i.tion with ci.ty board 
rnemhers; members of :the Notth Port Al'ea Chrunbei' ofCotnm:erce government relatiomrconn?Jittee 
member~. and indivfd~ls who. conduct financial bushiess with the City, all of.which· are conducted 
outside of th~ ftµl pqblic vi~w reqt1ired by lQ;W; 

At sohle. point~ Yates, under duress,~ pmv.ide.d the City:Cletk with archived copj¢s .of the etmdls 
in PDF format (whiefrprevents view~g.the.fuU email header) and a Jist ofrecipients, lfoweve1~ a 
simple sui'Vey ·ofthe email lfat and the :ai'chi'(red emails shows numerous discrepancies in the number of 
recipients and the. sequ~nce o:f KYI~m~ls .. In other w<>rds; th,e Ji.ats 3n.4 archives provided by Yates are 
not com,plet~~ a.ccura~? oi· responsive to nuinerousrequests fox.production. · 

I A further review of the '1hiceRoil(e. data obtained from direct ,emaiIS. shows that the private 
server through its Jist~er ·Software recejves attd sends data iii excess of the known number ofKYI 
emails. That excess can either be due to the existeµ.ce of more KYI emaUs n.otarchived fn co.n.tro.i of 
the City Clerkor evidence of additional conmmrtications sent.to the.listserver software that sends 
emails to· the l<nQWn anq unknQwn l'ecipient list,. or both. A full -examination oftb:eserver, the ·Software 
and the contents of the emails wil\ likely requii'e discovei')i whjch fsnotin the s¢ope ofthis·()omplaint. 
However, there is enough information at hand to wru.-rant tmiher examination by state law enforcement. 

The concerns· in this complaint tite not 1tivial or caused by any itiadvert~nttechnical erroti .A 
sitting commissi<mer has for an extended period of time pi'oduced documents on CitY. business and 
transmitted the documents to a private list of email recipients, outi;ide of the view of the general ·public 
as is required. But more troubling is the clear potential that that informatiQn, that contains positlons 
and political strategy .germane to the conduct :of City ofN01th .Port business ·and has.created a regular, 
ad here "secret m~eimg" between. at least two coromiSsioners and other govermnent o.ffi.oials. 

This complahitquotes: 

A secret meeting occ.urs when public officials meetat a time a11d place to avoid being seen or heard by 
the public. When at such tJteetings; offlcia./$ mentioned in FL 286. Oil RS.A, transact. or agree to 
transact public business at a future time in.a certain manner they violat(? the .Government inthe 
Sunshine La»~ regardless of whether the meeting is formal odf!form4l, City of Miami Beach v. Bums 
179· So. 2Nd 380 .(1965) ' 
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This complaint fmther alleges that Commissioner Yates was well aware of the violations, continued to 
violate the law·even after advisement by legal counsel, and continues to hide and obstruct the public's 
lawful ability to obtain public documents. 

Commissioner Moore was also complicit in participating in discussions outside of the public view and 
in violation of the Sunshine Laws through her receipt of the KY! and other documents from Yates. 
While this complaint has no means or authority to obtain hidden records from Moore, it is suspected by 
the evidence at hand that additional communication between Yates and Moore, and hetsuppmters will 
likely be revealed. 

This complaint was researched and produced to stop a continuing violation of Florida law and make 
hidden records available to the public as is provided by those laws. 
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Fr(J.m:.· 
ser1t: 
ta; 
Si,d>J"''·* · · 

(;h~fyl Cook 
. }\li6hday;()dober 17, 20J.63:()9PM 

·. Patsy/l;ql<ins 
· ·~9~h~a.item 

~:~~1riw:~~yf ~~~~l~~i:fl~~~=~~~1~~it~~·:;~~~=G~::t~:~~~!!>~i•~oll}~wrii1s~1~•, 
This is afr~gencfa item se~king:t~.:atteniptto protect the City of North Port frorn.potenttal' uahifit~·~~ df$¢u~~~dJn ~thks 
. workshop ofbec¢mber 2;2014, .deriving from commissioners µsing private e-mail to commUni~ate city retat~CI Matters . · 

~~1e~~ii~~iJ&~#~!~et~~J~=~~W=~~~!i~tt~t:tr;~~~~~~~r~~~:~~~~tr.~~~~d;~~~t~~~j:~a:~:~~J~:~~;~~l~1:d .. 
·since.lri·bffic¢~hd a i:opy jjf?il ¢mai!Sth~tefrorri be submitted to the clerk rs office••$6.fhaftb~ . .citycai).~~~~rmiljErl}/hatis 
ppbJic recdrd;. · · .· · · · · .·. · · 

. Pr~cedeo~~f!:itJlf P~a~tiVh '<i¢tib~ :reg a rdlng potehth:i! llabilltv ~gainst the City ¢ah: 9~ f¢µnd ili;th~f Nqy¢fub~(2Ei, :2012 
regul~rcornrnl5-§19~ l)'l~~~lng:dlstµ~sions;•ltem 6c, wherein th(:! City Attorney wa,sdire'~t~d by•the'commission;tC! ~~ek 
·injunetil/¢01't11ll~ff§tefoctlonadvertl~lilfu~l'l~ lsst1es1 especlally in llghtof pubJfc cornrMrt~. , 

Clerf< A(fkih~: Pita<!S,E!' lndueJ'e:a C.P!?YOf tnecornpfoir1t previousiv provided to corrirnlssrtmets ~s ... ~aql~U.fi d~:f~ut'l)erit 

Cheryl C6.9ki ·.· 
North f1oft. Cltv Comrri!ssl6n~r 

Sent from. mVif>ad ... 
,E~m~il'rrita.ssage$;sE!nt·ol':retE\hiM:ov·Gityof~NorthPortoff:ici<ils and employees lnc:o,nnetji(}n,WltQ,P#l~lattify]:>µ~ih¢ss ..... 
are publitre¢ora~ S;Libjc;icHo:dlsclqsure Uhderth~ Flot'id<i Publfc Rec'ords Act. . 
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TO: 

FROM: 

() 
City of North Port 

Legislation Text 

Honorable M1;1yor & Meh:ibers ofthe North Port Cornmi$sion 

Je>nath<m R l;ewh:1, IC MA-CM, City Manager 

497-0Cii'VHAtL BLVb 
NORTH PORT, FL 3428~ 

TITLE: Discussibn and possible action regarding contents of Complaint filed with Stale of Florida, f=lorida Eleqtiorts · 
Comti'liS$iOt1, againsU.indaM. Yates and Jacqueline Moore copy filed with the clerk $~pternber0$. 2()16. 

Recommended Action. 

It ls the reql,lesthereih that a complete and comprehensive lfst of all email addresses thatUnda Yates and Jacqueline 
Moore have use4 since in offi~e Mel a copy of all emails therefrom be. submittec:I to ~he ciet~'$ !lffice .i:io tMt the cjty :cal'.l 
determine what is publicrrecorel, 

Background Information 

This. is an agenda item seekin.g to attempt to protect the City of North Port from p9te11tlaliiablt1ty a$ d1s¢ussedih ethics 
workshop bf D~cember 2, 2<lt4, deriving from commissioners using private em.ail to coh'lmuoicate C.itY ti:Hated matters 
and failur~ to forward ·the :communications to the clerk's office. for public record$ cllst<i~lal . purposes •. · It is the i'Eique$t 
herein that a compfet('} and comprehensive list of all email addresses that Linda Yates:and Jacqueline Moore f'.1~Ve used 
since in office and: a copy of all emails therefrom be submitted to the clerk's office so thaMhe city can. determJne What is 
public record. 

~;;3~~~~~~~sV6~-~ti. 'a~}iiriJ~~~ri~1;fte~tact;1~~=~~~~x1~~-~i~t ·i~tor~~y·~~s~~;l~1~3·ii;•\~~~~Tu~~~6n4~ti··~~l~ •· · 
.Injunctive rEilief for election advertisement Issues, especially in light of public comment. · 

Strategic Plan 

N/A 

Financial f mpact 

NIA 

Procurement 

N/A 

Attachments; 

Prepared Qy: 

City of North .ffort 

1.. Copy of Complaiht 

Patsy Adkins for Commissioner Cook 

Page 1 of2 Printed oh 11a12011 
.P6W¢~i\' iwt.~igl>1ar''' 

LY-51 



) 

Hanel De/,' vered l~ t!r'ir'zeti 
ClS q p Lcbl l'c /(~?lslffiE OF FLORIDA 

F~ORIDA EL~CTIONS COMMIS~ION r~rrv «>if ~ .. imrfH Pfnrr 
107 West Games Street. Suite 224, Tallahassee, Flonda 32399· 105tl . " . · 

'J'ele1>ho1m Number: (850) 922-4539 
'''WW.foC.Sllltc. fl.us 

CONFIDENTIAL COMPLAINT FORM 

The Commission's records and JU'Oceedings in a case arc confidential until the Commission rules on probable 
cause. A copy of the complaint will be provided to the person against whom the complaint is brought. 

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name::f{~~ 
Address: ·~1~D W• ~e.te-€ f3LV't> 

Work Phone: (__Jjv/L­

Home Phone: ~ lf'?l- ZC. 4.:S 
City: f'l62..if\ \:>og']" County:5\}&j\-:;,QfA State: Fl.. Zip Code: ~I..\ '2..~L_ 

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT: 

A person can be an individual, political committee, committee of continuous existence, political party, 
electioneering communicatioll orgonization, club, corporation, partnership, company, association, or any 
other type of organization. (If you intend to name more than one individual or entity, please file multiple 
complaillts.) 

Nameofindividual.orentity: LtN~ {)\, YATES 
Address: fu l.f 'l=S- (V)Y,tV5t tV C. .J4 0 £ 

City: No@nt f?og;c County:5M..J¥SolA 

If individual is a candidate, list the office or position sought: ~~~~~~~~~'-t-~ 

Have you filed this complaint with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) 0 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATIONCS): 

Please list t11e provisions of TJie Florida Election Code that you believe the person named above may have 
violated. The Commission has jurisdiction only to investigation the following provisions: Chapter 1041 

Chapter 106, and Section 105.071, Florida Statutes. Also, please include: · 

../ The facts and actions that you believe support the violations you allege, 

./ The names and teleplto11e numbers of persons you believe may be witnesses to tbe facts, 

../ A copy or picture of the political adverlisements you mention in your s!atement, 

./ A copy of the documents you mention in your statement, atf4 

../ Other evidence that supports your allegations. 

----"·-"···""---------"·-----

-----------------"--·-··· 
PEC 002(Rcv 05·05·14) 
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4. QATH 

STATE OF FLORIDA ~ 
·COUNTY OF Sa.ta s~ 

Additional matetjals attach.ed (che1,1k Qne)1 ¢.s 0No 
. . 

l sweat cw affiJm, that the above information.is true and torrectto the beSt of my knowl~dge. 

~inplaint 

.Any person who fjles a complaint wh;fo ~·!hat ihe allegations iire false or without merit commits a 
misdem!latiox: of the first degree.: punishable as provided in SeetiollS 17 5.0S2 and 775.083; Flo.t.ida $.!atutes. 

l'EC 002 (R.11v OS..05·14} 

i 
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I d "/\ ( ' . ,. . ,,., I I.) I c·'·• ' I ··er' ,c> 1·1 . /, trJJ .. /.Je ' v r::' ( t. c t y .. I . "'· ~. . 

({5 (<(>U I) J, (, f(J.'( €ifA.'4:E OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA .ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

·-~h''' . ., ~ . :~·. •': . 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224. Tallahassee, Florida 32399-IO~ijl'j/ rif.i{ Ni!'~~'.> t · :- . ·: ·:, 
Telephone Numb~r: (850} 922-4539 

www. foe .state. fl. us 

CONFIDENTIAL COMPLAINT FORM 

The Commission's records and proceedings in a case are confidential until Che Commission rules on probable 
cause. A copy of the complaint will be provided to the person against whom the complalnt is brought. 

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name: :±{_1PT7tY £ fftM?€ 

Address: ?>1:Z.o W · P12.1c& Blv.b 
City: Noe:rn'?oe.t County: 8Aff\-'56IA 

Work Phone: {._) f:J.) Il­
l 

Home Phone: <9!iLJ tfU, -Ul./"3, 

State: R ZipCode: :SY'ZBC. 

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM· COMPLAINT .IS BROUGHT: 

A person can be an individual, political committee, committee of continuous existence, political party. 
electioneering communication organization, club, corporation, partnership, company, association, or any 
other type of organ.l?.ation. {If you intend to uame more tltan one individual or entity, please fifo multiple 
complaints.) 

Name of individual or entity: J ACQ U:eL t NE /!\oof!,G 
Address: l'l 2l ~M~ \ffl f.w f" Phone: (qe/1 ) ""i'z.:!>- J~ d1 
City: N!!lJ"ltfi>e:f Comlly: ~SoTA S-: \:L . Zip Code: "";;> 4 1'~ 
If individualis a candidate, list the office or position sought: C.OMM\C0£2\ bN~C 1\' 

Have you filed this complaint with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) 0 Yes ~ No 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATION<Sl: 

Please list the provisions of The Florida Election Code that you believe the person named above may have 
violated. The Commission has jurisdiction only to investigation the following provisions: Chapter 104, 
Chapter 106, and Section l OS.071, Floridn Statutes. Also, please include: 

.I' The facts and actions that you belie\•e support t11e violations you allege, 

.t' The names and telepllone numbers of persons you believe may be witnesses to the facts, 

.,/ A copy or picture of the political advertisements you mention in your statement, 

.,/ A copy of tl1e documents you mention in your statement, and 

./ Other evjdence that supports your allegations. 

---------------··········--·--·-·· 

\. j I1EC002(RcvOS.OS·l4) 

LY-54 



() 

4. OATH 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY' OF Sara siPL 

Additional mat.erials attached (che~~ one)? .,.r:a1es. 0No 

I swear or afti1m, that t1te ab0.ve nnfonnati'1!~ is tme and correct to. th~ best of D!Y knowledge. 

oinplaiilt 

Swom Jo 1111d subscrihud beforemdhis ~L__day of 

_Jitty .. 20 Iv· 

I " 

Any person who files a ooipplaint \\rule knowing ihat:lh~ allegations areJalse or Wit.b~ merit commits a 
niisdemuanorqf the fttst~egree, pumsbabie as providcd,in SectfoIIS 77$.0.82 aniJ 775:0.63• Fklnda Statutes. 

_____ ... - -·---.. ·-··.... ...... ""··----·-·------- ··----·---·-•"·-·-----
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INRE: 

. . 

... ; 
Sunshine Law and Ethics Violations by City of North Port Comqt!Pfipllff{\\(~irr~,fi J.:.:fl:~~Vit 
Linda M. Yam covering the period June 1, 2012 to July 20, 2016~· · ·' .. """ '· " ~"h '' 

Sunshine Sunshine Law and Ethics Violations by City of North Port Commissioner 
Jacqueline Moore covering the period January 16, 2015 to July 20, 2016 • 

This writing is to bring a formal complaint and a request for investigation into illegal and 
unethical activity of Commissioner Linda M. Yates through the use per$onal email sel'vers, Tor 
Browsers, relay internet list servers~ and intennediaries to knowingly violate FL 286 - Open Meetings 
Law and FL 119 - Florida Public Records Law. Additionally, Commissioner Jacqueline Moore appears 
to have participated in "secret meetings and communication" with Commissioner Yates as recipient of 
emails and texts directly and through intermedi!U'ies. 

This complaint relies on the AGO statement that "A public record is defined broadly in the 
stature to mean "all documents, papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, films, sound 
recordings, data processing software or other material regardless of physical form, characteristics, or 
means of transmission, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in the connection with the 
transaction of official business by any agency" This would include mobile text messages, emails, 
"tweets", and Face Book postings. 

The complaint also relies on a significant bt:>dy of Florida case law that has finnly established that "The 
clear policy the legislature has established for Florida is simple to understand: to have the public's 
business carried out in public." Citv of Fort M]ers v News· Press Publishing Co. Inc. 514 So. 2Nd 408 
(Fla. 2nd DCA 1987). The case law also establishes that "The sunshine law is to be construed liberally 
in favor of open govemment to asslll'e openness in and access to government. Krause v. Reno 366 
So.2nd 1244, 1250 (Fl 1979) see also Zru·cv City of Vero Beach 722 So. 2Nd 891 (Fla 4111 DCA 1998); 
and the law is directed to: "frustrate all evasive devices Toen of Palm Beach v. Gradison 296 So. 2Nd 

473, 477 (Fla. 1974). And in part, "Remedial measures taken after lawsuit seeking declaratory 
judgment is filed do not moot a claim". Gangloffv. Taylor 758 So. 2Nd 1159 (Fla. 4ui DCA2000) 

Sometime in 2012 and possibly before, City of North Port Commissioner LindaM. Yates began an 
email campaign based on email addresses gathered from her election campaign to distribute from her 
private email servel' "inail.lindayates.com" a continuing series of city business discussions under the 
bannel' of "K. Y.I. (Keeping You Informed). These email documents were not recorded or archived 
within the control of the City of North Port or accessible to the general public. Howeve1; the documents 
contained what would be considel'ed upcoming agenda items, Yate1s position on those items, and her 
exortations to come to the commission meetings and speak based 011 the talking points. 

At some point, the City Clerk began receiving public record requests for the KYI publication and was 
unable to fulfill those requests since the clerk had no record of them in any format. This process 
continued unabated through 2015 when the City Attorney advised Commissioner Yates of the 
problematic emails and their relation to Sunshine Law violations. It appears that Commissioner yates 
then provided what appears to be a partial list of recipients and a pa1tial archive of the emails. It also 
appears that Yates then continued to send the publication in what appeared to be through her city email 
address lyates@cityofnorthport.com However an analysis of the full email headers shows that the 
emails are being routed through the private server via listserver software through mail.lindayates.com. 
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In January of 2016~ the ICANN regisMu· ·noted that the domain regi~trar G0Dac1dy.c9m had ter111ma.ted 
the domain and denied renewal fo1· "iegal disputes" (clientRenewProhihited G~n~ ~~-g ~O.RT~i POtiff 
htms,·/licann.orglqpp#c[ieptReiJeWPMbited) This use of the perso1ial einailServer both prior to' legal 
coW1sel and. then afterward wjtb a con,tintiing disregard forthatadvlce ef&ctively frustrates any attempt 
by the· general public to see both the content of the· emails and the fuU l~t of recijlients of the ~mails 
and to be confident that the full.iecotd is being provided . · 

'Th~ s~ope of tliis complaint goes further. Noi only had Yates ·used her personal ernait sel'vet to 
distribute "talking1ioints" to her canipai_gn list, a search through 'frac'lRo.ute of the f\lll email headers 
reveals that the emails were-aiso being sent to North P01t City Commis$iqner Jacquel.ine Moore via a 
private e..tnail address~ to fo~r husband, and to several. of her pe1"Sonal ·staff including Cheri Lee :who acts 
as:p.ersona:l lim$on for .N.fqore ~11d :t<> :Peter Bartolotta a·campaign adviso1~ J)h:ect commUnication.out of 
the public view mid app~ently; <fe11betll.tely hldcJ.~v frt>.itl public v1¢w between.sitting commissioners is 
a clear violation Ofthe..lawwhether·sent cUr~ctly or passed.throµgh int~rmediad¢$. Ai-eview of th¢ 
partial email list. that this complaint has obtained shows additional commt.mic~tion with-0ity board 
me1nbers, members ofth" North Port Area Chamber of Cotnmerce government relations committee 
members, andindividtlills who conduct fina1icial busirtess with the dity,.-all of which are conducted 
outside of the :fjill pub\ic view required Q.y law. 

Ats.ome "J)Oint~ Yates, 'Under duress, provided the City· Clerk with archived copies of tb,e et:n~ils: 
in ·pop fo1:m.at (which prevents·viewing thefultemrul. header) and a ijst of recipients. However, a 
simple survey of the em.ail list and·the at¢hhred. emails Shows numerous discrepancies 'in the .number -of 
recipients and the:sequ~nce of KYJ.·e111ails. In other words, the lists'an4 arcltlves pro\flded by Yat¢$ are 
not complete,. accurate, Pi' responsive to numerous requests for production. · 

1 A further review of the. traceRoute.data obtained :from dii'ectemails shows that the private 
seryer throug}J. its Jist~erver sQftware receives an4 sends data in excess qf.the known number of-KYI 
emaiis. That excess can either be due to the existence of more I<Yl ~mails not archived in QOl'ltl'.ol of 
the City Cleikol' evidence of additional commu11ic:atiens sent to the listserver-software th~t sends 
en,.ails t9 th~ J~QWA and unknown recipient lis4. or both •. A fuU exantltiaticin ofthe server; the software 
and the contents ofthe enu.µls Will likely require discovety wh~e,h is not in the s~ope-of this compiaint. 
However, there is enough "infonnation at hand to· Wru.').'antfutiherexamination by state law enforcement. 

. The.cQncernsm this complaint-are·nottrivial or caused by any ii1adverf¥nttechnfo~ error,.A 
·Sitting commission~rhas for an ext~rtded pel'.iQd of time produced documents on C]ty husiness aiid 
transmitted the documents to a private list of email recipfontS:, ou~ide ofthe view of the gen¢.ral ').)U:blic· 
as is required. But more tl'oubling is the clear potential that that i¢01madon,. that contains positio.ns 
and. political strategy germane to the conduct of City of North Port business and has created a regul~~ 
ad. hoc "s~eret meeimg'$ betwee11 At least tWo commiss.iorters and other gove1nment officials .. 

This coinplalntquotes: 

A sec.ret meeting occurs when public offlcials meet a.t a #me and place to avoid being seen or heard by 
the public. When at such meetings; offtcials m~ntioned in FL 286. OlIF.S.A, transact or agree to 
transact public bustness at a future time in a certain manner they violate the Government in·the 
Sunshine. Law, tegar.dless of whether the meeting is.formal or i11.formal. City of Miami Beach V; Bums 
179 So. ~Nd380{l965) 
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This complaint further alleges that Commissionei;Yates was well·awarc of the violations, continued to 
violate the law even after advisement by legal counsel, and continues to hide and obstruct the public's 
lawful ability to obtain public documents. 

Commissioner Moore was also complicit in participating in discussions outside of the public view and 
in violation of the Sunshine Laws through her receipt of the KYI and other documents from Yates. 
While this complaint has no means or authority to obtain hidden records from Moore, it is suspected by 
the evidence at hand that additional communication betweell Yates and Moore, and her supporters will 
likely be revealed. 

This complaint was researched and produced to stop a continuing violation of Florida law and make 
hidden records available to the public as is provided by those laws. 

. ~- ·.-:. 

E ef 
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ComniissJt>nto di~ic(j)a1legt~d.Sun$hipeLawviolat('.);.·· 
.· . ,· ........ ,·.:· 

ThursdaY,Pos~ed at $:44 · 
tip.dated~ ats:MPM. .··•·· · 

··.~_· .. ·. 

. . . . . . . . : 

Ptt.mmi$sio.n.t~ d.iscuss alleged Sunshln,:La1ll·vb1la·tu·@n. 

fjy ~ar1$Kirflel 
'Stfl{fW1'iter 

f;(;fr')W 

NOR1Jfl?ORT:'-An.ethlts C61Ilplaint alleging a pos~lble Sunshin.e Lawviolat~QhJJ¢d 'to.a 

coilimis$1onefs emaitblastjs s¢1ie(.hil~dto be discussed by th~NotthPott·City ¢ommissi6n 

1'u~sd.4\y~ 

:A·d~-Y spbkes),1)an :Sa:i<l he is not aware of a siniifar. complaint comih~ 'bef¢re the c.'6mmissfo.li: in 

r~tent 111emory; tY.1~~11.whUc~ a!oc~iI paraJeg?1wdlversed fo Sunshif1ffi,aw W,o1ationss.a~d the 
compl#nt i$ likely zjq£ 1;<l.lid.. 

Tf.te:•co~plaint s(~msfrmn an email i.tpdate .CH:y Gommissioner Linda Yates us¢d to $ePd out 

· ·· Troniherji~rsonijlemarr==Ta-£ei:n1ove&fo, her dif ema1f aC:coi1ni ::a11a·co\;~iii'ih:epedoifor -· ·· · · 
}ttne 1y)Q121 to]tl.ly2()1 ~01()1the date .it was filed with the Florida Elections• fiofrrh:-.iss.fon. hy 
North Port tesideht ffaithy::.fofo1re< 

Jtafao.involvesNorth.Po:rt Mt'.yotjacqueline Moore as a potentfal'r¢0,lprenbo6:heemaH·l>fast~. 
~itMr o:o. }).er trwri, through her husband· or me1nhers ()f her' staff,Jor•ihe peripd ofJa~f; 1 ,S, .. 

201s/ t(>july2ot imo. 

Atnrst) Y<,Ites setn ti1eemailblast1 KYI --- or Keeping Ycru Informed ·.-'-rfrorj'.l.h,¢r pthrate email 

to .atidresS<'iS gath¢r¢4 throu,gh her election. ta mpaign. fa 2015, ·she st<lrtcd seni:.l ing 6t1t ih~. bfa!~t 

#·qm hef tl'tf en.1ail, foll:O\llfing advit:e from t1i.e (!ity attorney, 

11ttpd/vvww.h~ralcitribune.com/news/2016l020/com1ni$Bimvto··f;" J()/'4.012-016 
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() North Port is the only government in Sarasota County that does not provide either online 

access or email mirroring to the emails of elected officials. The city clerk·must search email · 

WJits~fMt~'k\·~~m~n.d charge· a foe to "UlY pa~y se~king .. ro·mo~1itor them ... · 
Updated atS:44 PJI.~ . · · · · · 
Because Ya1:es frequently indicated her position on i$sues'that '-would.c.ome before the City 

Commission, Schure alleges violations of both publk ~:ecord.s and open meetings l~ws. 

Schure. was !lot available. to elaborate mi her allegations. A man who answered a phone listed 

for bet o;n the. coin.plaint said she was on a trip and ~e did not know when she would return. 

. . . 

The complaint cites case law ranging from 1965 fo 2000. 

Though datedJuiy 24, it was ultimately filed ~ith the NQrth. P~rt Cityderk. in September ~d 
placed 011 Tuesday's commissi.o.n agenda for discussion and possible action· by outgoing City 

Co111missfonerCheryl Cook, who lost the Aug. 30 District 2 primary race, finishing fourth,. 

behind Moore, Chris Hariks and Samuel Cohen. 

Cook did not respond to three messages left on her city cell phone. 

() Michael'Batfield, a paralegal who works.on Stlnshine Law cases With Sarasota-based att~mey 
Andrea Mogensen., said the email, eve+1 if Moore 'read 1t1 likely does riot constitute. a Sunshine 

Law violation. 

He dted a $eptember 201-1 decision by the fourih.Distrkt ¢i'.)u,rt of.Appeal in Butler vs. ·City of 

Halle~da:i~ ;Be~cb. that upheld ·a lower court ruling that an email set1t by the mayor of . . . ·. . . . . 

HaH(;'ndale Beach that contained three articles she wrote as a contributOr to· a local i1ew~paper 
was not a public record. 

"The issue there was whether it was a public record that was r~quired to be made available-, 

retained and archived," Barfield said. 

"While I disagree ·with that case,'' he later added, "that is the closest on point at ieast in some 

contextual analysis." 

Further, Moore's mere receipt of Yates' email would not constitute a violation, Barfield s~id. 

i"<'or a violation to occur, Moore would have had to respond. 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20161020/commission~to-... 1012012016 
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(J "It sounds like she was communicating with her constituents," Barfield said of Yates' email. 

''But facts matter. If it's just a one-way communication, that does not violate the Sunshine 

fffcl"Ursday Posted at 5:44 PM 
Updated at 5:44 PM 

() 

() 
http://www.hera]dtribune.com/ne'l,vs/20161020/cornrnission-to-... 10/20/201. 6 
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llpO~IDA :lt~LECTI9NSl!OMJ\llifJ&lON 
l0'1 W~ G~l;ies S~¢t, 

Linda Y~tcs 
:6475-.MunS'n Ave '. ... . 'lg. . 
'Nortb r~ J?J~-342-86 

Collins' nuihUbg~ s~ttc :l:?4 
'falfaha&sc~* I'~J9rt~11 3_i399:.1oso 

(850)'9l,l~453,9 

R.F:;· (;asc NC)*! F$Cl6•362; R~$Jlit1,ld() ... t: Uttda Ya~f)S 

'!>ear·Ms\ Yates: 
()n October 20 , 2016 · .. the ·Florida Electfohs Commission notified ·.Kath S · hurethat ··' ·.. . . . ... .. ' ' . . ... . J. .. . . . . .. . ..... . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . ' .. y ~ ....... . 
·th~· complaint _sb1.t .. file.d.·9tr Augi.wt ft1~ ·4QJ6 w4s lcgaH>1 'ii\$u;fficl~t; .. Sitr<m'tji~ 
C9mmissio~ d.id not t.e~ive ~Y addtuonm lnf<>m::iation thut corre<.:ted the 1$~t¢d 
~.'.Ulld~ ~ffosµ,ftlcibncy~ this tfiSc is closed~ 

~l¢aselettne kt1pwdf }!Qu hav~ any qtle,stions. 

AM'.flenr 

Sincerely, 
}tmy l),t¢J(eever'{(1num 
Exectilivc Director ······················· ·--·-·- ······ ·· ···· · ··· · ·· ········ ·~1ori<la1:~1eeifonscljii1i»1ss10i1· ................ .:,....;, ...••.... ,.:.:hv. ............. ,-, •...•.......• 

LY-63 



( ) 

Linda Ve.ta$. 
· 6475 Munsin9Avepoe 
North Port, Fl,34~86 

Decernberm 2b1e 
'· . .. . · .. ·"· .· . ; : .· ~ ... ·. ·. · .. ·.· 

tnvolce#10153 

P.ougl'a_$ D~,t1i,eis, P.A. 
444 Sl;labr~e;z~ afv<:k, .$te. 645 . 

Daytona Beach, FL 3~1J$ . 

fi,0r:profe'ssJ011al'servfo~s r~ndered. ·.:.·. ·.·.. ..· : ... · .. ·, .. · ......... . 

· ·.·.·.·. Amount, 

90.ob 

$9Q~oo 

$Zi72Q;OO 

...... ;;,..,-;.+-.................. ~ .. ........ : ... · ........ :.;:~~ ... .:;~ ········ "''""'"~ .. .• :,,,. 
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Linda Yates .. 
6475 Munsing Avenue· 
North Port, F~ $4286 . 

November 01, 2016 · 

Invoice #10128 

· Professional services 

· Douglas Dan·it;Jls,.P~A.. 
444 Seabreeze Blvd., ste .. 645 

DaytonaJ3ei;ich:, FL.s211a · 

8/28/2016 Review of complaint and related documents; conference with client re same; review of statutes 
and case law re election violation; email to client re opinions of complaint; drafting response to 
the Elections CommlS$ioh. · 

10/2112016. Cor:if~rence with client re disclosure of complaint arid how to handle upcoming city commission 
meeth'i~.. , · · · 

1012212016 Research varioo~dssues ~egarding records and et~ics questions, 

10/24/2016· Review of file; colif~rehce with client re strategy forT~esday .nights hearing, 

10/25/201_6 Revie~ of insurance policy; drafting email re same. 

10/28/2016 Conference with. client' re results of meeting. 

. . 

For professional services rend.ered 

For professional services rendered 

Balance due 

Amount 

1,200.00 

400.00 

240.00 

400.00 

300.00 

180.00 

$2,720.0.0 

$2,720.00 

$2,720.00 
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$TATIS OF FLORIDA 

COljNTY OF S!-RASO.TA 

AFFIDAVIT 

The undersigned, Kathryn L.. Lanza, being dulysworn. deposes and says: 

·1. 1 am over the age of 18 and. am a resident of the ·statepff:forl<:la.. l have 
personal knowledge of the facts herein, and, if called a$ a witnes$1000ld'. 
testify completely thereto. 

2. I suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge ofthe facts setforth 
below~ · · 

3. In 2014CommisSi(.>ner Linda Yates.was.running for re.ele¢ti(:)r'f t<HhJlNotth· 
PortClty Commission. 

4, During theper,iod between September and November 2014,J>dor to th$ 
efection; ·1 ·made visits to homes in various North Port neighborhoods in support 
ofComrnissloner Yates, 

5. 011 one of those days, during said period of time, I and ali()th~r>of 
Commissioner Yates; supporters, traveling together In one vehicle, hac,toocasie>n 

·~· J9 .. Yi~!~ hom,~~ Qn,~~§~Q,t.iQ.nQf_WestPxlce .. eouleYS.rd.North .. P.oJ:tfElorlda. , •. ,,, .. ~, .. 

a~ While going door to door we would park our car and walk to several homes 
and then return to our vehicle and drive cm to our next section. 

7, Upon arriving, at the aqdress of 3720 West Pri~e Boulev~t('j~J:wa$ gteeted by 
. a female, who I have come to recognize as· Kathy Schute; who iodlpatetl she was 
notlnterested in $Upporting Commissioner Ya.tes, and so· t moved ()n 'tO other 
homes in thatarea. ·· 

s. Ashorttimelater, we returned to our vehicle, and as·we Were about to pass 
the home at3720 West Price Boulevard, Kathy Schure came ovt,, carrying 
papers irther hand, flagging us down. · 

9 •. We stoppec:t, at which time, she showed us financial papers of a personal 
nature of Commissioner Linda Yates, and stated that she, Kathy Schure; was 
only ·supporting· Commissioner Cheryl Cook. · 

10. Commlssion~r Cheryl Cook was not up for reelection until 2016. 
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l declare that; to the best. of my. knowledge and belief, the· hitormatron tter~ihJ$ ttµe, 
correct and complete ...... . 

Executed this /{ptJ/!;day of January, 2011. 

Kathryn L. Lanza 

NOTARYACKNOWl..EDGMENT 

STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF SARASOTA ss: 
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Florida Elections Commission 

107 w. Gaines Street 
Collins·Bullding, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399<t050 

January 2.7; 2017 

Re: Case No. FEC 16-362; Respondent: Linda Yat•:!:; 

NOTICE OF RELEASE OF LEGAL COUNSEL 

Dear Donna Ann Malphurs, 

I Linda M. Yates do hereby give notice that as of tod<r)·, Jam.:arv 27, 2017 Mr. Douglas A. Daniels is no 

longer representing me in Case No. FEC 16--362. 

Please send any correspondence. pertaining to FEC 1.6- 362. to rne at my current address of 6475 Munslng, 

Ave. North Port, FL 34291 or when applicable you rnav <.1iso send to my email address oh file. 
! J". 

j' 

t 
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Florida. ElectlonsCommlssion 
107 W. Gaines street 
ColJins Buifdlhgi Suite 224 

Tallah;;issee, Florida a2399-1050 

Octobet2S; 2016 

Re: case :NO; FEC 16~362; Respondent: Linda Yates 

Dear Donna Ann Malphurs~ 

I Linda M, Vates do herebY waive confidentiality in Case No. FEC 16-362. 

SI~; ·' .. r1r· ... (7~71( ', 
Linda M. Yates · . 

,l,.;. 

:··· 

l 
r 

l 
t 

' 
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Kathy $chure 
3720 WestPrlce Blvd. 
North Port, FL 34286 

A {t;;,,,, 
"i.· 

FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
107 W. Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Flori~a·32399-1050 · 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539' 
Fax: (850) 921..0783 

October 20) 2016 

RE: Case.No.: FEC 16--362; Respondent: Linda Yates 

Deat M$. $chUJ»! 

The. Florida Elections Commission has received your complaint alleging y!platioru;. of Florida's. 
eleetlon; iaws. l have reviewed your complaint and find it to be legally insufficient 

This complaint was rec¢ived by the Florida Elections Commission on Augu$t 22, 20J() •. Th~ cover 
page> which was an FEC complaint fonn, nruned Linda Yates as the Respondent. Attach~tf to the 
complaint fortn.w~ $e®ri.ci complaint form indicating a different Respondent(Jacqu¢line M<X>~), 
as W¢Jl ~ a ~Ve': Of the allegations against Ms. Yates. Y Qu did not indiPa.te ~Y\Vh.et.¢ jn ttte 
docume~ tbat..you intended to file two complaints, so the Commissi<;>n, accepted the entire 
doctlnient as a ~piaint against Respondent Linda Yates. · 

The e$Sentialallegations of your complaint are that Respondent violated Florida's openmeetiugs. 
and public recordS laws, Chapter 286 and 119, Florida Statutes, respectively. The jurisdiction of 
the Florida Elections Commission is limited to alleged violations of Chapter 104. and 106~ 
Florida Statutes; As silch, l find your complaint to be legally insufficient. · · 

If you have additional information to correct the stated ground{s) of insufficiency, pl~ sub®,t. 
it within 14. days of the date of this letter. If we do not receive additional infonnation that: corrects 
the stated grounds of.insufficiency, this case will be closed. For your convenie,n~, eilcfo:s~ iS .a 
form. for yo1Jf .,use in submitting additional information. If you submit an additionat statement 
containing facts, you mwt sign the statement and have your signatUre notarimt hi ~mk8nY 
additional factS you submit to the Commission must be based on either per$onal iilfortnation or 
infortnation other than hearsay. 

'UntilthiS case is cfosed, settion l 06.25(7), Florida Statutes, providesthaUheRespon®.nt~ynot 
disclose tbisJetter~ the complamt; or any document related to this case, unless he or she waives 
confi,denti~ty hi ·writing,, To waive confidentiality, the Respondent mus:t mail ot tax; a wtitten 
waiver of' confidentially to Donna Ann Malphurs at the address or fax mlttlber 1isted'above~ 

eomoos (S/09) 

~· r· 
~~" 

I 
; 

r 
1. 
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AMtlenr · 
Enclosure; 1\dditionro Infotmation Form 
cc: Linda Yate,s~ Respondehtw/out Enclosure 

() . i 

c ) 
COM.6.0$ (5109) 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION. 

107 W~stO:aiMs~ Street, Suite 424, Tallalias~ee, Florida 3239.9-10$0 
T¢lepl10ne Numb~r: (850.)'922-4539 

www .fee.state.ft us. 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FORM 
·Cfas~ Number: FEC <:case.#> 

Pursuant to Rule ZB,,L0025, Florida Rules of Administrative Ptooedure; ffy<>U bi:ive 

additiPnalinforniationto correct the ground(s} oflegal insufficiency statec:lin the a.ttachedletter~ 

pfoase explaj.nbefowand attach any relevant documentation tothi$ fortl); 

OATH 
STATE QF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF~~----~~~~ 

l swear or at(irrtt; that the above information is true and c6rrect to tile b¢$t of niy 
knowledge. · 

Original Signature of Person Bringing Complaint ·· 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of 

---·--···---·-··· ... ···--·-----·---.. --·-----.. ----·-·---·. ·-·. _.._._.._; 20 ~-------'"-

~igli;itJreoforficerAtithorized to Admitiister Oath~ oi: Notary pilblic. . 

{Print, Type, or Stamp Comrnissioiied Name of Notary Pobiio) 

Personally known'"""'-· __ Or PrQdUced ldeutification~_,,,_,,...,-,--

Type ofldentification Produced 

.----~-..._--..~~~ ............ ~-------·--· ~-- . . . . . . . 

Any person wbo files a eomplaint while knowing that the allegations al'e false or without meritc0mmit$ a 
m·isdemeanor l)fthe first degree; punisha.ble as provided in Sections 775.()82 and 775;0$3) Fforid11 ~tiitutes. 

-·~·~•¥¥ .: • • .. ~------·--· .. ••MH ..... ,,_,,.,.. _ _. __ , _____ • ---";""- ' '""°' 

COMOOS {s/09) 
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e-C~#141r f:/ 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA.EtECTIONS COMMissioN 
l 07 W~st Gaines Street, Suite 224, T ~lah!!Sse~; Flqrida Si399;.. 1050. 1.·"i. E C £:.". u J r:: O 

Tel,epnon~ Number: (8,5()) 922"4539 t~ ·.. ;~ J'!V ~ . 
~'>'W}v. foe. st'ttw .. fi · Y\' 

CONFIDENTIAJ~ CQ,M.:PLAlNT FORM- Z9f& JUL i~ p ?; M:t. 
The Com...;•sto.-?~ nietlrd~Qd p~ings in auia~ -~~-Onftdentta.J lutttHh~tle~ ,.;, ' .. 
ca~ A~py ofUt~c911,ipblii1twillbeprovldeil to tbepei'soo~iiinstl!M.n~eot»lj;if ·.~ · 

J.. tQSON .BRINGING COMPLAINT:. 

Name::·T;~· ~\~.f-. Werk~hone;~ .A.J/tl 
Addr~s: '!?8\ ·a_n. µ) ~ ~€ )(' ·€· .f~L \~-. Home Phone; <9E1t .. 9l~"'~}...~ 43 
Ciiy:~t\ B;gr. Cowty: ~~l'fl Suue;' f,=L ZipCo4e:; ~~Z~k~ 

l'~. PEUON.AGAINS'[ WHOM.CQMPLAINT JS' BROUGHI~· 
... ' . . .. . ' . .. ~.. . . ( . . . . . ... 
A petion can be .an .. individual~ po.litic-!il conu:ni~~ C<>mmittee of eonUnuous t*.istenee~ p<>litical party. 
eleC~n~nng. <»mfuJUiicatiijn: <lrga'3iz.ation; club, eorparatiou, parlJ'lmhip •. c<>.fupany; a8$ociatioo~ or any 
(;)flier ~- ·(lf orgaliiiation. (lf you int®d to nll.IIl~ more: tbnn ·on~ im:UVidtt•l ·ur entitY;: pt~ fit~~-mvltipll' 
'cQmpt'ai'11ts.). .. 

Name of individual or entiiy: ~~ f: . f··\-pf){~t- _ ~·-···· 
Addr~1 .... fl4\. ~ ~~Lf-·tr J:i, J (., · .. ---=-~~ Ph~w~: t~~::i:t_:a.;,- ito.t:flt 

. . I'\ .\i"'.t>....u. Q..,.:·f\ n- (,.~r.>.v . l . -<-: t ·.Z' ... ·1· .. p· .1'4 .. ·-.. A." .... ' •.. ·.~u ... _.'" .".·''l' ,~Gi (Jity; :~nXf:.~ ..::.u~ty: :.::::::2'~·;5~~ Stttte: .. ~ :-., . '-'l>UQ ..:.-.iTe~ ! 

If individual ka candidat~. list the office or position sought~ Q. ,:-r-~c (.!. o)!'\f!i\> ~S/1 nN E.''t 
Hiwc:t you :fitetJ·this. oompla.int with the.Stat<t Atromey' s Offic~? (chfick orre) 0 Ye~ Ji'(' ~q 

3: ,c\LLEGED VIOWTl()N($): 

'Pl~~e li~t 'the provi~ions of 'Ute Floqda flectmn. Coo~ ~hat you be,ijeve:~e ~W·\· ·ll~ed. a~9v~ may h~W: 
viol4tect The C-omµiiS.siQn has jurisdictipn only to i.iwestigation the !olloWing provisi(ms: Cb~pter 104, 
tbapterJ0.6, m'.td ~01.1.105.071 •. F~orida Statute§. Also~ pleas~ includ~ ·· 

./. The (acts-and !JQtions that yon believe support the violations yo.if ~e • 

.,( The .names and. teiephone·mmibers ofpersons you believe may-~ wi~S\ to the facts, 

./ A COpY or picture.of the political ad\lertisements you m~ntfon in your :Statementy 

./' A ~PY Qf tbe: dOc1UDe11rs you mention. ii:i your stmell)ent, and 

./ Other ~v1clenc~ th~t supports yoiµ- allegB,tions .. 

-~ . .;.-:-.··----

------·--· ·-·-· .. ·-.· .. ·-·-- ·--··----.----~·-·-~-~---·-··---------

. "--~-..... ....., ..._......,~-.. -·-. _ .... .., 

------------·-··-.--~·-··---...__ .... ....,._ ..... , ............... - .. .-.... _ ... 

·---·--- ·~--··-·--~-----.-

Page 35 of 59 
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4. OATH 
- CJ .... I' .. 'II" 

STA TE OF FI,ORIDA 
COUNTY OF _Ei)ILLSoliL-. 

Addition.al materials att~hed (check one)'? Jd1es 0No 

·~~~~~~.~ ... ~~~~~-~~~~..,.. ... >;>_ bll!I .. ~~"-.. ,,..., ___ _ 

Any person wbo Jiles ll i:omplamt while ~!U..m~ that Ebe flllegations 11re false or without merit commits a 
nti~demean<)r oftbc first degree, punfahah!e (1~ provided in Sc-0ti~">ns T/'5.08'2. a.nd 775.083, Florida Statutes. 
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Coml}fainh North Poet City Connnls~iill!tJlf ~g_qeiine Moore 
• 0 • • • ••' Oo • • .> o' '•' "'• o• •••• • o, ' u' ""'M 

This writing ,pertafos to the '~l~gal su.fficienqy'~ t¢quirement of a complaint presented to thi$ 
C()mmissiOn~ 

Count f .. F,j4~~ Sweating of Oatl1 .. ~ffinnation Qn'·Quajiflcf!!Jon r:>ocwpent$ 
Count IL Failure to Resign from Pub He Office Te~ days J?rio~ tQ New Qualification 

. ,Commissioner- Moore filed as a candidate for a second district seat on the North Port City 
Cotrunission ~hilQ still holdfug her cu.rre11t district seat. Florida Statute 99.012 governs the;re$tdction 
am;lthls compJaint refe(s>specifically t<l{2)(¢) "The wtitten resignation must be submitted at least j o. 
days pifor to the: first day of.qu~ifying for the office he or she intends to.seek.;. 

4 
. This comptaintaJI~ges thatMoore: failed to res!gn ~nd did sign an 9ath in her qualifying 

aocuments that shehad resigned, The date of the oath arid·the lackofat1y.documentation that the 
requireq fom¥1-l tesignation was not submitted ten days, prior to the filing is ~ertain evidenc~ that a 
violation ,has 9ccmred. 'I1le would be. both a violation ofthe Election Commission's rules and a 
violation ii5 a fafse swearing under the Comrnissio.n on Et.hies. 'Moore has attempted to bypass her 
responsibility 'by tendering a resignation a signHfoant time afte.r the ten day r(!quirementthat states her 
r~signation is not ,effective until Novemb¢r 8, 20J.6. 

Thi& action and om.ission by Moore also relat~s. to Section. 105 of the. City of North Port Charter states: 

(c) Members of the City Comxnission shaU discharge the duties of each respective office and 
shall hoW no oth~r goverµme»t office or b~ employed by the City of North PQrt during their respective 
t~nn$ of office. · · · · 

(d) Public offidals .and employees of the City of NfJrth Port shall be governed by the Cod~ of 
Ethics for- Public Officers and Employees ( 112.311 and .112,:i lJ et $eq,~ Florida Statutes, as .the smile 
may from time to time be amended) and. by those: atiditiona.l standard$ ofi;ionduct that may be or· are 
adopted 1Jy ordinance, Violations ofan:y provisions ofsuch Code ofEthics wstandar.ds or'conducd.n 
addhion lo any criminal penalty involved shall. pursuant to the constitutional: and statutory procedures, 
constitute grounds for remqval and punishment as provided by general law; 

-O'his complaint 'provides as reference tJ1e following; 

FL i04.011 False; swearing; submission offalse voter registrntion infimnation .. ,_.. .. 
(1) A person who ·wmfully swears,or affirms falsely to any oath or affinnation, or willfully procures 
another:person to swear otaffi!mfalse!y to illl ottth or afflnnation, in connection with or arising out of 
votingor elections commits a felony-0fthe third degree. pimishable AS provided ins. 175.082, s. 
11:t083, ors. '775,084. 

fL 92;525 Verification of documents; perjury by false written dee la.rat.km, penalty .. ---
(1} ff authorized orrequired by law) by n,1le of an admhi\strative agency} or by rule or order of c-0un 
that a document be verified by a person, the verification rnay be accomplished in the following mannerr 
(a) l)nderoath or affirmation taken m· adminfatered before an officer authorized under s. 92,50 to 
administer oaths; 
(b) Under oath or affinnatiori taken or administered by an officer authorized under s. 117.10 to 
administer oaths; or 
(c) By the signing of the wdtten declaration prescribt•d in subsection {2). 
(2) Awritten declaration means the following.stat~~ment; "Under penalties ofperjury, I declare that I 
have read the foregoing [document] and that the facts stated in hare tn.1e~1• followed by the signature of 
the person making the declaration. e:-{cepf \vhen a ver:ific~tion on, i:nfonnatiort or belief is permitted by 
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law1 in which case: the word~ ~'tQ: tlu~ best. Qf my tmowtedge and belief? m~y be ;lddeci. The written 
dedlaration. shall be piinted or typed at the end of or immediately below the document being verified 
'.and :above the. signature of the person 11la.king the declar&tion. . . · 
(3) . A person who knowingly :make$ a f~lse declaration lmder snbsection (2) is guilty .of the crime .of 
perj'tiry py false Wr:itt¢n declara.tfon, a. felony of the thfrd degree~ punishahl~ as· provid~d in s. 775.082;; 
s. 775.083~ or s. 77S'J'.>84. 

s;ittofNorth PortCharter,,.Sectlon 3~02~lectioti.f:l11d T~.QlOffiec . ...., Candidates may seek electiOn 
to· only one· Distrfot Qommission Seat.at a time~. Prior to obtaining petition forms, candidates for City 
Commission shalt W<e and $Ubscrih~ to ~ writte~ oath or affinnation wl:tlch :slmll be furnished by the 
CitY Clerkand which shall be substmitiaUyiJ1 the form provided in F.S. § 99.QZJ(J)(a) (2007)f as 
amem:fed. Priqt to obt.ainirig petitfon fonns1 each candidate sh;ill also appoint a treasurer and designate 
,~ p~mary depository. 

Count UL false Svveifiln&,0f O~th ~.nd &filnruui.Q.D..PJl Cam.12~ign .Dosµmenf:i> 
~Count IV._ Fai'lure · fo O,gen <;ampaif!!J .De~onA$cotint, 

lne election co~fos require each candidate to file a mont:hlyfinanee rep9rt and to clesigna:tea 
carnp~gu depository; This compiaint alleges that.while Moore did designate SunTrust Bank as. 
depository; no account had been ope11ed at the time of designation. Furtfo~r~ Moore sub~equently filed 
on May 31, 2014 in the "Monthly Report" that there was no activity fo the campaign account for the 
reporting period!' This complaint alleges that the depository account did not exist at the time of the 
filing ofthe MonthlyReport. · 

Count Hl. Use of Pe,rr?onal A&£9.!ill!S for Catn~aigp~osts 

lf the Commission finds thatthe required depo$itory account was not opened at the required 
date~ then th.is compJ:aintalleges that Moore has used personal accounts or the accounts of unregistered 
supporters to pay t11~ cos!, of the campaign to date. 

This complaint then requests that the (:omm:ission inv~stigate, verify and take appropriate 
action for the counts alleged in th.is <locurm,mt. 
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W,,,,,r_l_h' ............. ,.,,irn ... llillllll ... R .... fM ........... ·----.... - ...... -~ .... r'tP'...,.;'"'"-TIO .... ! ....,..,,,.;_ .... ,.,.,.:~~ ....... , -------------...w~..W.JM~--"'11 

WAIVER OF REPORT 
{S~ction 106.07~1'), r:.s.i. 

(PLEASE TYPE) 

10 J1JN'1SeM4:59:0'l 

CITY OF NORTH FQRT 

OFFIC~ USE (')fl!LY 

.~· 

~JttctJ?.uEUAlt[, .41_{)(,Jl41!: __ ._ __ _j/p11:nJ lo'E:., GJT'f C/lmttiNIPJ .})1J;?Z.1C-r;J'S¥r ;;)._. 
Name Offit:e Sought 

. /'l'J-i JCf11l.U?T:. '.Ph/ JdQf{;[JLfJ;£.~.· --~ ,J (/:J.[$__ 
AddreS$ City State Zip Code 

pef candfdate [J Ptifitl'cal Committ.;e 0 Party fi:i.ecu1W1:1 Committee 

NOTE: This form does nat apply to an electlooee.rin!J commr.mlcaiioni? OffJ<;ml:t:ati.on (l;;CO}. An ECO must tile a cePOrt (not a 
waiver) that no reportlllble contnbtrlions oreXP61ldJturei> w~re mad~ cluoo9 the reporting periad (s. 1(}6;0703(6), F.S.). 

D Cheek here If add~ has changed· since last report 0 Check here if re has DISBANDED ai'ld Will no longer file 
.. .. J;tp<Jrts. 

,.~-·-· _ ..... , ______ _,, ...... ------~<J;'~~ .... ~-.. J ...... -.?-----·-· '""'·'-· -,~-:;~-y ~---'""""'· .... ------·-~ 
TYPE OF REPORT {Check.Appropriate Box and Complete Applicable tJn, beneath Sox} 

( ) ~ONTHLY REPORT. Cl PRIM~RV ELECTION r:t GENERAL ELECTION CJ OTHER REPORT ;p'PE 

lndlr.afl.!> report# 

M~. 
lndicate report U. Indicate repott# 

P--~.,,...,,,,. 

0 TERMINATION Y'lEPORT D SPECiAL f:lLECTIOl\l 

Indicate report type and # 
as applicable: 

NOTIFICATION OF NO ACTIVrfY IN CAMPAIGN ACCOUNl FOR THE. REPORTING PERIOD OF 

Signature 

Candid.aws: 
C;;:tndidate. ano Carnpaig11 Treasurer or Peputy Treusurer(s, 106.07(5), F.S.} 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES FOR: 

Polltlr.al Commitl.:es: . . 
Ch~lmi;:in and Camp1:1ign Treasurer or f.leputy Treasurer($. 106.07(5), F,S.) 

Party rtll:ecutlve Cornmittees: 
f rea$Uf?i and Cha!rm~1• {~>. i:OS.29(2), f',R} 

( ) Except as noted aJ:iove fur an ECO, in arr-1 reporting peifod when there has !:if!ert no ac!lvitY io the account (no funds expended er 
\, / received} the liling of lhe required report is walveq. However, the filing omcw m1iSl be riotiffed in witting <in the presei'ibad 

mporling date that no ll:7port is being fil,~d. 
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APPOINTl\flENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
ANDJ)E;SlGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

,(Section 106.021(1}, F":s.) 

(PL;E:ASS PRINT O~ TYP~} 

NOTE~ This· form. must be .on file with the qualifying 
officer before.op~ning th~ campaign account. · 

CHY OF NORTH PIJRT 

OFFICE use ONL y 
JI' , 

18, I have deeignated the following bank as my li?l Primary DeposltorY Q SeCQndary Depository 

19. Nanl"e of Bank - . · .... ·. ~-....,..-------.. ·~~~~diisS · ·. · - · · · -· 

21}t;~~;:;-- :f~o~alto~~ ;;_~-2j~J-i'i 

Page 40 of 59 
Rule 1s~2.0001, F.A.C. 

LY-87 



() 

I, 

CANDJDATE,OAtH·~ 
NOl\tPARTISAN OFFICE 

. (Notfor use by Judicial w 
School Board Candid~tes} 

OATHOF CA.NOIOATe 
(Set!ion 9~W;?1. Aomta Sta~) 

CHY CLERK 

cm OF Nll~TH PDRT 

OFflCE USE ONLY 

~fl?. lf£llde_ !il£?..O/b( .. . . . . _ .. 
.. (PL:EASE PRINT AME AS VOl.nl~ISH IT'TO APPl!I\~ OH THJiS MU.OT'":.,... Nll.ll:'iEtl/AY UQ'l' ~ Cli!iMG'ED Al"'fl;A: THI< ENO OF QOAUPilNG) 

am a candidate for the no11partisan offic:e of /f 0$l.l[__ ltJ.1!JT: ~!i ttl/11-/hl Sf/tJ.J .. _,_ ~ .... , 
(offlco) (di~ttlct #) 

......... ~ .............. .,, .......,.,.._.,......_ __ ; ~am a qualified !'illiactor of S/:Jtllf sozt): . Countyi Florida; 
{circuit#' (gr~up 01· s£lat #) 

f ~m qualified under the Con~tltution and the La.~ of F!onda to hold th.e 9ffice to which ~ desire to be nominated or 
elected; I nave qualified for no other public office in the. state,. the term of which pffice or any part thereof runs 
concurrent With the office t seek; and I have resignw fron1 any office :frofl'l which ~I am required to resign pursuant to 
~Eletion 99,.012, ffond11 Staru~s~ and I will support the C9nstilution of the United Stat~ ;;irid the Constitution oftlle 

Stale<>fFlorlda. . . . j~@, . 

~ef~ /)J~~ ~.f'11> l!6i:-lfZ1 . _,.._rn~~~n11r-Mr'k--teaP1 (7 ... st:;\sf.ure of Candidate . Tel@plillnaf']1.m:tbl)r Email.Address . 

. A£~l.. $cfi!U4?["·,~~tL_JJiP&lL ·(~r·~{t,-~····~p'fi:f f ~ 

Candidate's Florida Voter Registration NumbEir (located on your y(jter information card):' [(l_[[J_O'!/:& / ?11. 
......, ...... ...._...,..._,,,,_.....__._ ........ ~~~---~ ........ ..,,,.,., ........ ,.-.-.,,_.--~~..---._,_.... ______ ~. 

•Please print name phonetically on the line below as you wish it tq be pronounced on the audio ballot for persons 
wittl disabilities (see instructions on page 2 of this form): · 

OS-DE25 {Rev. 5111} Rute1S·Z.Oil01, ff.A.C. 
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.--------------- -·· -·- - ---~·-·--··-~ ... -··-···-·· 

ORIGINAL 
STATE OF FLOitIDA 

COMMISSION ON ETHICS 
P. 0. DRAWER 15709, TALLAHASSEE, FLORDlA. HSI '1-15709 

FLORIDA 
COMMISStON ON ETHICS 

.COMPLAINT 

16-100 
JUN 15 1016 

RECEIVED 

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name: :+(11-T@ . J . ScH:{A~ E 
Address: . 3=1--1..0 . W.. £ R. l c.6' R>,__\~"..,..~-------___,..,,,__,,,_,,_...,,__,,,__..,,..,._ __ 
City: 'f\Jae...'Jlt µo<LT County:. £.1+r<.. A SOT f.:\. Zip Code: ~<:{'Z.ft'2 

2. l'ERSON AGAlNST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUG;HT: 
Current or former public officer, pµblic e~ployee, candidate, or lobbyist,. please m!e one complaint form 
for each person you wish to complain a,gainst: · 

Name: J ~9,Y. ~ { t Ne fV)oo~ Telephone Number: qt( I· 2 '-~- I l. 04 

Address: lqZJ '3.e.A:tt 1e.fl- ~\le.-
City: Nocz.:r-~ 'f?oie.T · County: S t-\eA~o+-A Zip Code: 3l("2.~1 

Title of office or position held or sought: CJ I =kt· C..o MID\ $~ \ 0 N ~ 
3. STATEMENT OF FACTS: 

Please explain your ~omplaint fully, either on the reverse side of this form or on a.dditicmal sheets, 
providing a deWled description of the fact~ and the actions of the person named abov~. lnc.lude releva,nt 
dates and the names and addresses of persons whom you believe :mlily l:>e witnesa~. If you believe that a 
particular. provisioi:i of Article II, Section s. F1Qrida Constitution (the Sunshine Amen~ent) or of Part 
III, Chapter 112, Fiorida Statute~ {the Gode of Ethics for~Public Officers and Employ~es) ~ been 
violated. please state the specific section(s), Please do not attach copies 0,flengt;hy documents; jf they are 
relevant, your description of them will suffice. Also, pl~~.!>e d.o not·submit video tapes or audio Uipe11. 

4. OATH STATEOFFLORIDA 
COUNTY OF . , ..s~g Vtl.S~t"-t..; 

I. the person bringing this complaint, c;io 

depose on oath or affirmation and say that 

the facts set forth in the foregoing complaint ... 
and attachments thereto are true and C()rrect 

to the best of my knowledge a,nd belief. 

, CE FORM 50-EFF. 412008 

, Swigi to (or a~rmed) an~ subscribed before me 
this_ E ~J of :J" tttie,. .. . 

20 k:j P,~~;! . f.~~f •.:;) .. 
--- · ~c.~'fr-·stateof .. oridi) 

___ ~v · Lvn11 . (}owl<'v 
(Print, TyJie, Ck Stamp ?:~mmis~ioned Name of Notary Pt1blic) 

Persqnally Known.....,__ OR :Produced Identificatio~ 
Type ofidentifk:ation Produced; 

. fL O'--
.~~~~~~~~~~~. 

LY-90 



Ju.ri~diction of the Commission: The Commission on Ethics has the authority to revie:w ancl 
mvestigate complaints concerning possible breache.\! of the plJblic tru~t (violations of the State's ethi9s 
laws) by public officers, p1,1blic employees, and sinill.a.r persons involved with state and local government 
in Florida, includfog Executive Branch lobbyi~ts. Coi:nplaipts ~boµt the ~ctions of Judges should be 
brought to the Judicia.l .Qualifica.tlons Coromfosion; and eomplain.ts ag~nst attorneys in private practice 
should be made to The Florida 13fl.r. 

Procedu.ries followed by the <;::ommission: The Commission follows a three·stage process whe.:n it 
comiders complaints. 

The first stage is a determination of whether "the allegations of the complaint are legally 
sufficient, that is, .whether .the c9mplaint indkates a possible violation of any law over which 'the 
Commission ha.s jurisdiction. If the.complaint is found not to be legally sufficient, the Collllllission 
will order that the complaip.t be dismis~ed without investigation and all records re.la.ting to .the 
complaint will become public at that t4ne. . . 

· If the complaint fa found to be le.gally sufflcien.t, the investigative. st~ of the Commi$sion 
will begin an investigation. The aeeond stage of the 'Commission's proceedings involves thfa 
investigation of the complaint E.tnd a decisi1;in hy the Commission of whether there{{! pi:obable cause 
to believe that there has been a violation of a.11y of the ethics laws. If the Commission finds that. 
th.ere is no prob~ble cause to believe ~at there has been a violation of the ethics laws, the 
complaint will be dismissed and will become public at that time. 

If the Com.mission finds. that there is pr,obable ea use to believe there has been a violation of 
th.e ethics laws1 the complaint becomes public and enters the third sta.ge,ofproc:eedings, The third 
stage requires th\!t the Commission decide whether the law actually wa,s violated and, if so~ what 
penalty should be recommended. Tbfo stage requires a public. hearing· (trial) at which evidence 
would be· presented. · · 

Attorney's ~ees: If the complaint is di~missed, the person against whom the complaint i.s filed cit.n. ftle 
a petition to have the complain?nt pay his or he:r attorney's fe<:ia! which will be awarded after a. he(lt'irig 

· if the Commission finds that the complaint wa,s made. with a m?licious intent to injure the "official'~ 
reputation, the cornplt:iinant knew that the statem~:nts made about the offieial were fals!i or made the 
statements about the official with :reckle~is disreg;EJ.rd for the truth, and the statements were m.11.terial~ 

Confidl.entiality: The Commission cannot accept anonymous complaints and cannot keep the idendty 
·of the complainant or any witness confidential. A complaint, ~a well a~ all of the Commission's 
proceedings and records relating to the ?Omplaint, is confidential and exempt from the public records 
law either until the person against w}lom the complaint is made waives confidentiality, or until the 
complaint reaches a stage in the Commission's proceedings where it becomes public. The 
CC?mrr'iission's procedures on confidentiality do not govern the actions oft;he complainant or the pei:son 
against' whom the complaint is made. 

Legal Cottn.sel; Both the complaina:r;tt and th7 person complained against can be represented by lega! 
counsel during the Commissi<?n's proceedings. · . · · 

Other In.formatiom More ihformation a,bout the ethica laws and the Commission's responsibilities as 
available at the Commission's website, "'.'!lY-~·ethigs=~~teJl.µs, which contains publications~ :rufos, and 
other information. · 
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1. Jacqueline Moore took office on November November 17, 2014 

2. Jacqueline Moore swore to "uphold the Charter and Ordinances of the 
City of North Port." She is currently sitting in Seat 4 for four years. 

3. Because of districting, decided by Referendum by the majority of 
voters ill North Port in 2012, Jacqueline Moore's seat was not involved in 
districting until the 2018 election. 

4. Jacqueline Moore has served less than half of her four-year term and 
she has filed to run for the saqie office she now holds but in a different seat. 
Her date of filing was May 27, 2016. 

5. Jacqueline Moore bas now taken an oath of candidacy as follows: "I 
have resigned from any office from which I am required to resign,'' pursuant 
to the Oath of Candidate (copy enclosed.) To date, Jacqueline Moore has not 
resigned as per her sworn oath on May 27, 2016. However, in her press 
release dated May 27, 2016, and published in local media, she stated she 
"will formally resign from her current seat on November 8, 2016.'' (see copy 
enclosed of Press Rel~ase) 

SUMMARY: 

I believe this is an ethics violation due to the individual sitting in one 
seat, taking advautage of incumbency, and :rumriug for the same office in . . 

another seat against an incumbent. 

Jacqueline 1\/loore made a promise to the voters in 2014 to dedicate 
four years to the seat she was elected to and which she now sits :ll1. Her 
recent actions disenfranchises the candidate& that ran against her in 2014, 
who committed time~ money and resouxces to win t11e seat and were willing to 
dedicate four years to serving the citizens of North Port. The potential for 
candidates to replace her in her current seat are disenfranchised because of a 
limited amount of time to file to run for office~ run a campaign and qualify for 
office. Voters. along with the commission is disenfranchjsed because a 
decision has to be m.ade about a special election th.at could cost taxpayers up 
to $80,000. 

As of today, June 8, 2016, Jacqueline Moore has not handed in her 
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resignation that should have been handed in, according to the Oath of 
Candidacy, before she filed to run concurrently in another seat. 
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I, 

CANDIDATE OATH • 
NONPARTISAN OFFICE 

(Not f<>r U$e by Judicial or 

School Soard Candidate.$) 

OATH OF CANDIDATE 
(Section 99.021, Florida Stall~tes) 

GHYCLERK 

CITY OF NORTH PORT 

OFFICS USS ON!.. Y 

(PJ,E/.l.Sfi PRINT AME AS YOU Wll31-! iT TO ,llPPEA~ ON THE SJll,lOT * ..: ~Al\'IEMAY NOT f:lE CHANGED AFfl;R THE END OF QUALIFYING) 

am a candidate for the nonpartisan office of /If CJlt!7f /bq- f3(~ &!frrf1" I Sf I. f .~ · ~ • 
· · {office) · · · {district#) 

---~~; I am a qualified elector of~ J"OTt/: . ·~-·_County, Florida; 
(circuit#) (group or seat#) 

I am qualified under the Constitution and the Laws of Florida to hold the office to which I desire to be nominated or 
elected; I have qualified for no other public office in the state, the term of which office or einy part thereof runs 
concurrent with the office I seek; and :;l1hav~'Mf~signac!Jrom any office from which I am req~1ired to resign pursuant to 
Section 99.012, Florida Statutes; and I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the 

·State of Florida. J~@.. 

((/f!/) ·). ') ·; ;'}. // ,94 c u .. ,.. . u .J,.,., 
fTtJ""'....;; 7 l? V I tntJrxe... ...,.-UV-fitJr7h/:Jllr'J :.: tZlm 

· · · enian Addres$ ' · · ·· 

Address · . ZIPCQde. . 

C~ndit:Jate's Florida Voter Reglstration Number {located on your voter lnformatlon card): L (J a2t2..,'!ii .L ?? . 
"!<Please print name phonetlcally on.the line be,low as you wish it to.be pronounced on the ~udio ballot for persons 
with disabilities (see instructions on page 2 of tl'lis forrn): · 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF s; &,R.~ A 
Sworn to {or affirmed) and subscribed before me this 

Personally Known: Lu:· 
P'1Jtjuced ldenUlic;ation: __ _ 

Type of Identification Produced:-· __ ...,...,.,,_,,,_~~~--

OS-DE ;?6 (Rev. 5111} 

Print, 

Rule 16.-2.0001, F.A.C. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELE;ASE 
May27,2016 

C:ONTACT: Jacqueline Moore 
941.223.1609 

MOORE ENTER$ RACE FOR NORTH PQRT ~ITV C:OMMISSION, DISTRICT 2 

May 27, 2016-North Port, FL,...,. City of North Port Mayor Jacqueline Moore filed 
pap~rwork this morning declaring tier candidacy for North Port City Commission, District 
2. Moore was ele~t;ed w the District 4 City Commission seat in 2014, however, new 
dlstrlGt: lines drawn In December of 2015 by the sitting Commission place Moore ou~lde 

h~~~p~~~ected district. :Sh~'WiJl,,ferm~!!.Vr.f~~~mtJrQm~h~mcurrent:;seationtNov~mber:Bi/':;;1 

ul am eager to continue to s~rvl\! our great Community over the next 4 years/' said 
Moore. "I have a lot of unfinil)hed projects and hope to continue to focus on bringing 
high-paying jobs to North Port ~IQn~ with acce!,i$ to quality healthcare and $ervlces to 
alleviate hunger In 01.tr ever-growing Citv.1' 

City of North Port voters pa~sed a Charter Amendment in 2012 requiring that the c;lty be 
divided into five geograph!(: dis1;ri(;ts, with on~ Commissioner elect~d from each. Voters 
reaffirmed th~ir decision in 2014 by ov~rwnelmingly denying an amendment to remove 
district residency requirements. Geographic district b()undaries wen~ required to b,e 
prepared and approved by the North Port City Commission by December 31, 2015. 

"I did the right thing during the districting proc~s. gespite the detrirnent<ll impli(:ations 
on my future as a City Commissioner," ~aid Moore. '"The voters spoke and I, along with 
the rest of the City Commission, were ;;ible to dniw and $UfJPQrtgeographical!yfair 
districts as set forth by e>ur City Charter. Thi:; was not an easy feat as evidenced by the 
recent redistricting struGgles oft.he Florida l..eglslature.'' 

The non partisan election wiU be held on Tuesd(;'ly, August 30, 2016. If n() c~mdidate 
receives over 50% qf the vote, a run~off election will be held on Tuesday, November 8, 
2016. 
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mit_y of ~orlh Jorl 
OATH OF OFFICE 

CITY OF NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER 
SEAT NO. FOUR 

I~ Jacqueline Moore, do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support, protect and defend the 
Constitution and Government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I will uphold 
the Charter and Ordinances of the City of North Port; that I run duly qualified to hold office to 
which I have been elected under the constitution and 1. aws ,of thls State and Charter and . . . . 

Ordinances of the City ofNorth Port; and that I will well and faithfully perfonn the duties of 
Commissioner ofthe City of North Port, Florida, on which I am about to enter, so help me 
God. 

d LZ-/71' DATE . . .. 

~~ :e~ MRailnbeau, MJvIC 
Cit;y Clerk 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me thi:J £Zd.day of November, 2014 

, Personally know []or I.D. produced 

"r 
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In re JACQUELINE MOORE, 

Respondent. 

BEFORE THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

DRAFT FILED 

JUN 2 7 2016 

COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

) 
) 
) 

Complaint No. 16,.100 

' -~-·-~~~~--~-~~~,~~ 

Oi1 Friday, July 29, 2016, the Com 

Officers and Employ 

·~\~~t~. 
Commission's conchis 

follow( 

2. · .. ' }~sponden 

the City of North ;;;t~~~\< 

f the Code of Ethics for Public 
;:;J;. 

.. review, and therefore the 

nwy of th.e·'~llegatioµs of the complaint. 
,, 
.:"''Jpt for lack oflegal sufficiency, based on the 
't\~~~~· 

cqt(.eline Moore, allegedly serves as a City Commissioner for 

3. The complairi:falleges that in Decem.ber ZO 15~-approximately one year into the 

Respondent's four-year tenn on the City Commi(:lsion~the City Com.mission redrew the district 

lines, placing the Respondent outsid~ of her l;'llected district. The complaint further alleges that 

although th~ Respondent is still s©rving in her elected position, she has declarecl her candidacy for 

a City Commission seat in another district, apparently planning to resign from her current sea..t on 
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November 8, 2016. The compl~int alleges the Respondent is "taking advantage of [her] 

iI:i.cumbency" by serving in one City Commission seat while simultaneously running for another 

seat. 

4. The only provision in the Code of Ethics arguably implicated by the contents of 

this complaint is Section 112.S 13(6), Florida Statutes~ which provides: 

MISUSE OF PUBLIC POSITION ... ~No ptlblic officer, employe.e of an agency, 
or local governu;ient attorney shall corruptly use or attempt to use his or h~r official 
position ·or any property or resource which may be within his o:r her trust, or perfonn 
his or her official duties, to secure a special privilege, benefit, or exemption for 
himselt: herself, or others. 

Pursuant to Section 112.312(9), Florida Statutes, "corruptly" is defined as 

... done with a wrongful intent and for the purpose of obtaining~ or compensating 
or receiving compensation for, any benefit resulting from some act or omission of 
a public servant which is inconsistent with the proper performance of his or her 
public duties. 

5. The assertions referenced in paragraph 3, above, fail to indicate a possible violation 

of Section 112.313(6), Florida St?itutes, by the Respondent. In order to indicate a possible 

violation, a complaint must allege, in a spt;;cific, factual, nonconclusory manner, that a respondent 

"conuptly" sought to use h('~r public position to benef1t herself or another. Here, the allegation that 

the Resportdent decided to run for the seoond City Commission seat cannot be considered a use of 

her public position as she could have become a candidate for the position regardless of whether 

she was holding public office. Moreover, the general claim that the Respondent was attempting 

to take "advantage of [her] incumbeiwyp11 without additional factual allegations concerning a 

specific action taken or function performed in her pre-existing public capacity to enhance lier 

private candidacy, does not provide a substantive factual basis for investigation under Section 

112.313(6), although it may raise issues which can be addressed by the courts or by State and/or 

local election authorities. 

2 
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Accordingly, this complaint is hereby dismissed for :failure to constitute a legally sufficient 

complaint with the issuance of this public report. 

ORDERED by the State of Florida Commission on Ethics meeting in executive session 

on Friday, July 29, 2016. 

XXX/gps 

cc: Ms. Jacqueline Moore, Respondent 
Ms. Kathy J. Schure, Complainant 

Date Rendere,d 

xxx 
Chclir, Florida Commission on Ethics 
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In re JACQUELINE MOORE, 

BEFORE THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

DAT·E FILED 
AUG 0 3 2016 

COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

) 
) 
) 

Compli;i.int No. 16~100 
Respondent. 

~-.~~~~-_,,__~~~~·=---·,) 

PUBLIC REPORT AND ORDER DISMISSING COMPLAINT 

On Friday, July 29, 2016, th~ Commission on Ethics met in its executive session and 

considered this complaint for le.iJal sufficiency piJrsuant to Commission Rule 34~5.002, F.A.C. 

The Commission's review was limited to questions of jurisdiction of the Commission and of the 

adequacy of the details of the complaint to allege a violation of the Code of Ethics for Public 

(~) Officers and Employees, No factual investigation preceded the review, and therefore the 

Commission's conclusions do not reflect on the accuracy of the allegations of the complaint. 

The Commission voted to dismiss the complaint for lack oflegal sufficiency, based on the 

following analysis: 

1. This complaint was filed by Kathy J. Schure, of North Port, Florida. 

2. The Respondent, Jacqueline Moore, allegedly serves as a City Commissioner for 

the City of North Port. 

3. The complaint allegt;s that in December 2015-.. approximately one year into the 

Respondent's four-year tenn on the City Commission~the City Commission redrew the district 

lines, placing the Respondent outside of her elected district. The complaint further alleges that 

although the Respondent is still servin~ in her t;llected position, she has declared her candidacy for 

a City Commission seat in another distdct, apparently planning to resign from her current seat on 

\ ___ ) 
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November 8, Z016. The complaint alleges the Respondent is "taking advantage of [her] 

incumbency" by serving in one City Commission seat whil~ simultaneously running fo:r another 

seat. 

4. The only provision in the Code of Ethics arguably implicated by the contents of 

this complaint is Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes, which provides: 

MISUSE OF PUBLIC POSITION.~~No p11blic officer, employee of a_.n agency, 
or local government attorney shall corruptly U,Se Of attempt to USe h.is or her official 
position or any property or rt;soun;:e which may be within his or her trust, or perform 
his or her official diities, to secure a special privilege, benefit, or exemption for 
himself, herself, or others. 

Pursuant to Section 112,312(9), Florida Stf,)Jµtes, "corruptly" is defined as 

. , . (lone with a wrongful inte11t &nd for thG ptu-pose of obtaiuing1 or compensating 
9r receiving compensation for, mw benefit reisulting from some act or omission of 
a public s!Qrvant which is inconsistent with the proper perfonnance of his or her 
public duties. 

5. Th~ asseitions referenced in paragraph 3, above, foil to indicate a possible violation 

of Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes, by the Respondent. In order tp indicate a possible 

violation, a complaint :must alll;'ge, in a specifiv" for,;:tual, nonconclnsory 111ai,1.ner, that a respondent 

"corruptly" sought to use her public positkm to bewJ.rt herself or another. Herei the allegation that . ~ . . ..... 

the Respondent decided to nm for the second City Commission seat cannot be considered a use of 

her public position as she Gould have becom~ a c;;lndidate tor the position :regardless of whether 

she was holding pubiic office. Moreover, the general daim that the Respondent was attempting 

to take "advantage of [her] incumbency1" with~:rnt additional factual (lllegatious concerning a 

specific action taken or function perfonned in hi;;r pre~existing public capacity to enhance her 

private 9~ndidacy, does not provide a substantive factual basis for investigation under Section 
' . 

112.313(6), although it may niise issiies which can be addressed by fh\i ooµrts or by State and/or 

local election authorities. 

2 
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Accordh1gly, this complaint is hereby dismissed for failure to constitute a legally sufficient 

complaint with the issuance of this public report. 

ORDERED by the State of Florida Commission on Ethics meeting in executive session 

on Friday, July 29, 2016, 

MFC/gps 

cc: Ms. J~cq\H;~line Moore, Respondent 
Ms. Kathy J. Schure, Compl,ainant 

Chair, Florida Commission on Ethics 

3 
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Certification of Registration 

I, RON TURNER, Supervisor of Elections for Sarasota 
County, Florida; do hereby certify that the following 
information is a true and correct copy of the voter 
registration record on file in this office for: 

SCHURE, KA THY JEAN 

Date of Registration: 02-28-2000 
FVRSIDNumber: 100220074 
Certification Number: 20003981 
Status: ACTIVE· 
Address: 3720 W PRICE BLVD, NORTH PORT FL 
34286 
Precinct Number: 311 Sex: F Race: W 
Date of Birth: 03-09-1960 

Witness my hand and official seal at Sarasota County, 
Florida on April 19, 2017. 

Ron Turner 
Supervis6'r of Elections 

.· Sarasota County, Florida 

/ -fj_ -~* \ \. .I ( \_,*-~ift, 1..,, ·.___"· . By: \JV7';7 ·"""' x )v:~.-'C~)\../'--- u ~\j C' L_ .. ) 
. I \ \J I \ 
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.SAR:1¥s0±A COUNTY Supervisor of Elections 
. , ... VOTING.'HI$TdRY ;~EPORT. <' 

() 
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Regis~ered A¢ldress 

FVRS Voter-ID: 100220074 

~TH~. JEAN SC~URE 

372b W PRICE.BLVD 
NORTH PORT FL. 34286 

Regist~redi 02-28-2000 Status: Active Total Items: 11 

0816 EARLY 
3016 EARLY 
1516 POLL 
041.4 POLL. 
2614 POLL 
0612 Ai3 
1412 EARLYDEM 
0408 POLL 
0204 POLL 
0502 POLL 
0700 POLL 

11/08/2016 GENEML 
08/30/2016 PRIMARY 
03/15/2016 PPP . 
11/04/2014 GE.NERAL 
0.8/26/2014 PRIMARY 
11/06/.2.012 GENERAL 
08/i4/2012 PRIMARY 
11/04/2008 GENERAL 
11/02/2004 GENERAL 
11/0S/2·002 GJJ:NERAL 
ll/07/2000GENERAL 

State of FLORIDA 
Coun~y of SARASOTA 

I, RON TURNER, Supervisor of Elections, hereby bertify 
the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the voting record 
of. KATHY JEAN SCHURE as it appears on record in my office. 

Witness my hand and seal on April 19; 2017. 

RON TURNER 
Supervisor of Elections 

By'~~~ De u 
11 

r 

PAGE 1 
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Kathy Dent 
Supervisor of Elections 
Sarasota County Florida 

CITY CLERK 
MAY 2 5 .2012 

ClTY of NORTH PORT 

~ CxH/411-/J-
0FF1c1AL CANDIDATE PETITION CERTIFICATION 

May 23, 2012 

To: Helen Raimbeau, City Clerk 

I do hereby certify that the designated signatures on the petition submitted on 

behalf of Chervl Cook, candidate for the office of City of North Por.t 

Commissioner, Seat 1, have been checked and verified by my office. The said 

petition contains the signatures of twenty-five (25) electors residing in the City of 

North Port. 

enclosure 

. . '·::' .. :·:) .. .. 

101 S Washington Blvd, Sarasota FL 34236-6993 •PO Box 4194, Sarasota FL 34230-4194 
Phone 941.861.8600 •Fax 941.861.8609 • www.SarasotaVotes.com 
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Date 
Time 

05-23-2012 
13:16:01 

Petition 

Contact CHERYL COOK-NP COMM 
Address 1712 LAFLEUR ST 

NORTH PORT FL 
Phone 

Party 
Needed # 25' 

Total Processed 
Total Valid 
Total Invalid 
Revoked 
Not Registered 
Illegible 
Invalid District 
Purged 
Unidentified 
Signature Differs 
Not Signed 
Deceased 
Previously Signed 
Not In County 
No Sig On File 
Wrong Party 
Invalid Address 
Deleted 
Invalid Date 
Notary Problem 
No Date 
No Addr or Precinct 
No DOB or VoterID# 
Improperly Submitted 

CODE OFFICE 
CYNP NORTH PORT CITY 

20-6325 CHERYL COOK-NP COMM SEAT l 

ST 1 

26 100.00% 
25 96.15% 

1 3.85% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
1 3.85% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00%07 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 
0 0.00% 

SIGNED REVOKED NET 
25 25 
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SUPERVISOR e:: : :_~:CTIONS 
s.~R!\SO'"/• c1n : ,. r ~~!P.!DA 

FlL~~; ;·:-GR 1u: ·~.·;Jf:1 

~\ATHY OCH (ijitg of ~orfh Jorf 

TO: HELEN M. RAIMBEAU, CITY CLERK PETITION 

PETITION NO. 3 

We, the u rsi ed q alifie<VJ.~ct,Q,\i~ of the City of North Port, Florida, hereby nominate 
---"'-=""~~1=.L---ill~r-~-------·' a qualified elector, residing 
at \I\?-- ;..... , North Port, Florida, for the office of 
City Commissioner of the City of North Port, Seat No. One (1), such candidacy to be voted 
upon at the next Primary Municipal Election to be held on August 14, 2012, and we further 
petition that the above named nominee be placed upon the ballot to be used in said election. 

(To be signed in pen) 

Precinct Signature of Elector 
No. 

Resident 
Address 

Date 
Signed 

(( ) DJdorr;l( i. 0 lo J · i 8 <M ~ 8/u; ·. s-- l5 - (7-t ~:i.;;-f ~ 
03011:?{ 2. __,__J.f-'-·-=-0 __ -=--_,,,,,______..'-------'-"--'----'------.s--_1 "_,__D- 5~;:1.::,./1 ;;i.. 

-'!...119'~~~-t.e~::.:....:..=~~~q_--L~~~~~..!....!.!_~-=-/.~~· 1~7~1~.rft~p~ 
_ _!_L_~~:::::::IL..!~.J!J:..J~::::::::::~___J;.L...f.l..1'!.~~fYL_.:~~~~___._i_.,1-J.._j.r_/)V /~:YJ./ 1: 

- c,. 8tD 5 /;;.;J/i 
J.::::~-.,.Fd~:t-!~~~r.tL::..L-~,..&.!!.~-=---=~~~~!!o:=:==_~~:...._:-/D-/~ 

-+=--~~~L/L-4L~~---=-.:.._..L-.::::-..L...?....::.~~~~----"5"'-+ .• ...:....:::!.1~11'!f!:J/JJ;A/;,; 
5 r~ ·· ~~1~/t 

'-z-/--l-f.-l,Ul.~~L.:....,~~~;,,L4,..L-~-+-L~-JA...LLµ~LJ_...Ll.,,,,!__ __ -=-µ. ....:.µ. Srlt> 
;l '-/ ·7 S-!Pl /.,/gq4v:. ~ 0-£!? -· eo1c:._s/;Q/t. 

,_;-.....o~-'----=----------;;;.._----------

d 8 lf; 1Jtc/ us !oy fh! t-- s-L? -l :;;,.Jl2;/p.:J./t.rJ 
--:::==-=-=-=---""-r-+-"--'-~----'-"'-=--"-'--'--'-'--=---7,<--------

..vµ.~~~Af,d.~~~~5 ~~~~~~E~· Lf)_~~~l~2~B~~~vo~.:__~5~-L .. L9_L.:.-/:z!!~fa2J# 
S 7bq ~j, ?rur: !if.,;cl S· / 9 ~ Jzfl'JJ~fd 

\iqiw-neuv&\, 5 10i\12-.:lP5'f;;.;;./1;; 
rt-'"-"l'f"'-=---l--'-t-~'t-4,4JoAf~:l"-"'fl~-~"-'--'"""'--'-'----"-----=-'---:--

~!J.50'7571il+'.LJ.J~~----"..r-'-=-~-=-==-~'~·7~~~~=~-·~-5~'~·_.__~CJn5/$Jha 
) 
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SUPFPV1c·1''' ... 
r• /\ .... M•• ··' M' .... ~ .... ,Ml !.: : ! ' ·:· f" fl')/'''~ 
.. :1t:·u::.~JU'fi: t'O; 1, ··: •.1 • t ·~.) 

. ' .. · "· . '.1 i~J[)l: PETITION NO. 3 
Page2 

I f]j)2DIUJ14t,;21 J.!':' 11 ?" .. , j,'){) L- ·ill I; c.. J 
Petition of__,,_(_,_':.._/-=--fC. lf2-1__,fC-!-___ . __;'" .. :..;::;.·:.::"f.,,U ,_,_i:·r.!."-'.ll-i--;.;;::i+-!··...,...l.. ·~"".,.-for City Commissioner' 

•.( /• ""'/ ' ~ '. ' ~.. • • ) , t .\ • •. 
1·tf·U .. ; i' l')i ·.,, ., .. · ·. 

of the City of North Port, Seat No. One (1). ,., ..... · 
1 

(To be signed in pen) 

Precinct Signature of Elector 
No. 

Resident 
Address 

6-·-d!5 -~I ~6f0t;;tJt? 
!/'. :Jc; --N- &'¢(;6/~/ld-. 

---:-7==-.;_:-+-F-Jt.~~~~~_.2..:_-~::..:.::.;L~~=-----~ 

..! ·-~ ,,;~tJ -· I ?_,,Jrf66f~J1;; 
~~!:J,!..J.aLL--.~..k..:~~~~4L~~~~~---=::__-~ 

'5·-00-' \'e:?-~ 5{J,?.jlJ. 

29 t. \ 11 ~ \\) \\11<,lut"(Yl...\. ("',, I Q ..- \ l ·~~~~~~~-~--!./~~~-l..~~~--=~~0~~~~~ 

30. Jc..,,,...,-£$ .5\c.~. ~~v< s I 4 ( \:_i_ec.J.s: (c A...> e 
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I C) i:C:atih,e:dral. Iii ¢'.ORP.ORATION 
~iUPERViSOR OF ELECTIONS 

SMt.SO'fA COUNTY FLORIDA°· 

. . Invoice 
,:. ,, ,·,(·~:r! i:~ ',W.'.Kit~~;;~?;!/~~(:J;g:t ,. · ,. r _-:· .. 

() 

"l'ORMERLYA>OS DATA SOLUTIONS 

6851 TPC DRIVE . 
ORLANDO;·FL32822 
Tel. 407-351-0232 
Fax. 407-363;.4586 

BILL TO 

~~f¢OUNTY'SIJ)F,?~~;~1$rq"R;bp· '· 

HY FOWLER 
101 S. WASHINGTON BL VD 
SARASOTA, FL 34230-4194 

W16 AUG 24 PM 5: "2°1 

FILED f OH RECORD 
S,t\RASOTA COUNTY 

DATE . INVOICE~ 

.. 8/18/2Q16 )9661 

·-- -·-. ----i--·--- ·------__.., ................. ___ ....__ 

QUANTITY IN TH ... 

238.567 

CUSTOMER NUMB ER TERMS 1 cur: DATE P.O. NO~ 'REP 
---------·-·--t-----·--~----------i---------1 

750196 
-

Net :·IO l 9/17 /20:6 P0163511 LI= _______ : ______ J ____ ,, _____ _.__ ___ .._~--J'-------1 

DESCRIPTION RATE AMOUNT. 
-----·,-----------------1 

PRIMARY SAMPLE B ALLOTS 
MAIL DATE: 8/10/16 

. . . 
DATA PROCt:SS. NC 
FOLD. INSERT INTO 
SORT .ll,ND MA!L (23 

OJ<. MOVE 18, DUPLEX PRINT, 
#10 ENVELOPE. SEAL., METER. 
8,567 .A.CCOLJNT~. MAILED) 

237JO. $6,564.24 

,.4~ -:Jo 
I 

;°-l2/r--11q 

·"' 

; l 
h,A.J;!'rA 

-
! l 

I A.91/0, · ~-~::::~- t 

-··----··"-·-----:1,._· ~__,..---......-~-------------1 
Thank you for doing busin.ess with AXIS Ds· ta S:J!L;tions. 

Total $56.564.24 

-
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OPTICAL SCAN VOTING 
Please follow these simple instructions to cast your ballot. 

._..,::., ____ ..;.; ____ :::;:;_ ___ :::. .. .:.. .... ~-~! 

_, 
::: SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORlDA ii DEMONSTRA TlON BALLOT 

t:: 
-="··~·· ;.;.... :.:·::·., .:-::· ·.-· .. -· 
:;:.~}d~·p;;~ ~L-__ 
ti... Fl)l"~.i'A\':.'f*'TFPl\~":"~!;~rH 
.... "',:(;j.7l'><')l .. •J 

;:: 
it:. 

...... -.:~~~:'· 

~·- F;;:{,.\;rt:mrr~ .,.,TK..n;. 
";"~"'"' ~"'""' 

("l\P<..':"o;\fl(otllJJ":· 

e•l'l.tll,,I /\L(\"11?1~ 

Y./\'(11.llW;l·~OU 

\'%1rll!SiUl':l!Jf.l\'iW<W 

-::.::.:·· ::;:~~~·ir.'~~:. 

-~ 

\:~ 

~;~ 

To mark your ballot, completely fill in the oval 
adjacent to each desired candidate or choice 
with the marking device provided at the 
polling place. 
No marks should be applied anywhere else 
on the ballot. Be sure to check both sides of 
the ballot for contests. 

At the polls, if you make a mistake on your 
ballot or change your mind, ask a poll worker 
for a replacement ballot. When you have 
finished marking your ballot, take it to the 
precinct tabulator and feed it into the optical 
scan reader. (Note: you may mark your 
choices on this sample ballot and take it with 
you to the polls to use as a reference.} 

.. · f:toR1hA 1s A:ctosEn. elUMARi:stAT£ ,_ :_-

sc;~~;a~Ji7!~~Jif ~i:£~E~TE 
'ina\/vote irhlle pctmafyfor ttiat bffice: Tti"is Is called a tfriiversaf PriTiiarV:eoritea. Aisc{anregi$i:er€d \taters, 
·raj1\roles~bf partf'affiliatlbni::a~~te ofi1ssu~sfand in-'Jon"pa~sari ra~es: '--~ "' ;;:; .. -·- it 

Voters must present a valid form of photo and signature identification to vote at the polls on election day and 
at early voting sites or will be required to vote a provisional ballot. Valid forms of ID include: 

• Florida Driver License 
• Florida ID Card 
• U.S. Passport 
• Florida Concealed Weapon 

or Firearm license 

• Debit or Credit card 
• Military ID 
• Student ID 
• VA Veteran Health ID 

Card 

• Retirement Center ID 
• Neighborhood Association ID 
• Public Assistance ID 
• Federal, State, County or 

Municipal Employee ID 

~ 
.'--...../ 

KATHY DENT 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 
P.O. Box 4194 
SARASOTA, FL 34230-4194 

~ 

OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT 
PRIMARY ELECTION 

SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AUGUST 30, 2016 

-
..,.N0Rll-I PORT FL 34286-6079 

olljlolomjh•l1•11lffh•••1l11f•flll1loll''l'lilllohlfl1ll1l•1 

listed below is the residence street address used to determine 
your polling location and ballot: 

NORTH PORTFL -34286 

If you have moved from this address, please call (941) 861-8619 

Precinct# 311 
Polling Location: 

MORGAN FAMILY COMM CENTER 
6207 W PRICE BLVD 
NORTH PORT FL 34291 

_ .. ;.s ~·~i iflRee·w.AY'stb-vcfre ""' 
-~·o:~ .. '':"f'J_:,-_·_~.~:_~:.:--~'--~!:O-;;:··'"':...:-.-': ,;-;-::--:~::-~·.-.·~.:;_-·.-··~:.;:?:",". --· . --

AUQUst 30, 2016 

You must vote in the precinct where you live on 
election day. • The location of your polling place 
can be found on your voter information card and at 
the top of this sample ballot. • Polls are open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on election day. • Please 
be sure to take your photo and signature ID when 
you go to vote. • If you do not appear at the polls 
with current and valid ID, you will be allowed to 
vote a provisional ballot. 

Under Florida law, any registered voter may 
request a vote-by-mail (absentee) ballot. • Visit 
our website at SarasotaVotes.com to fill out an 
online request or call (941) 861-8618. • You must 
request a ballot to be mailed to you by the 
Wednesday before the election. • Marked ballots 
must be received by the supervisor of 
elections office no later than 7 p.m. election 
night to be counted. 

Any eligible elector may vote early at any one of the four early voting sites listed below. Early voting sites will 
be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily, from August 20 through August 27. Remember to take 
photo and signature ID when you go to vote. If you do not, you will be allowed to vote a provisional ballot. 

Sarasota County Early Voting Sites for Primary Election 

Elections Office 
13640 Tamiami Trail 
North Port, FL 34287 

Elections Office 
2001 Adams Lane 

Sarasota, FL 34237 

Elections Office 
4000 Tamiami Trail S. 

Venice, FL 34293 

Westfield Sarasota 
Square Mall 

8201 S Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota, FL 34238 

- '·>- Thls'saTp1~1~::~~==:~~~~o?oniy ···-~ 
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OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT 
This sample ballot was prepared in accordance with F.S. 101.20 by the office of 

Kathy Dent, Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections 

Based on voter registration information, your ballot will contain the following: 

OFFICIAL PRIMARY BALLOT 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 

SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AUGUST 30, 2016 

TO VOTE, COMPLETELY FILL IN THE OVAL ( e) NEXT TO YOUR CHOICE. 
Use only a blue or black pen. . . 

Precinct: 
311-0 

If you make a mistake, don~ hesitate to ask for a new ballot. If you erase or.~'Other marks, your vote 
may not count. '' · · · · 

. ·····---;ITED ~~~ES SEN~~~ ---.... --~1-. -·-
(Vote for One) I 

o Carlos Beruff ~~,A~ '°"'--· ·-~"' 
DlS~~fp'fi(m 
(Votii~0{)ne) 

o EmieRivera 

o MarcoRubio 

o Dwight Mark Anthony Young 

o Doug Holder 

o Ricklevine 

0 

0 

0 

_ .k°"'fli~g~~ONERS 
,~,it~:f,,;;;:{Votef~~~ · · 

o Frank DiCicco 

o MikeMoran 

CHARTBfREVIEW BOARD 
DISTRICTZ 

(Vole for One) 

o Donna Barcomb 

o VrcRohe 

=~~;:-~~~ 

~=~t~ 
H--:~te roibne) 

HOSPITAL BOARD 
AT LARGE SEAT 3 

(Vote for One) 

Marguer~e Malone 

o Susan Tucker 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 
DISTRICTZ 

(Vote for One) 

o Teresa Mast 

o Caroline G. Zucker 

./"'.\ 

\~ 
~ 
J 

OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT 
This sample ballot was prepared in accordance with F.S. 101.20 by the office of 

Kathy Dent, Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections 

Based on voter registration infonnation, your ballot will contain the following: 

CITY OF NORTH PORT 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT SEAT 1 

(Vote for One) 

o Vanessa Carusone 

o Rhonda Y. DiFranco 

o Cory Hutchinson 

o Nicholas L. Trolli Sr. 

CITY OF NORTH PORT 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT SEAT Z 

(Vote for One) 

o Samuel P. Cohen 

o Cheryl Lynn Cook 

o Christopher B. Hanks 

o Jacqueline Moore 

CITY OF NORTH PORT 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT SEAT 3 . 

o Debbie McDowell 

o Andrew F. Sias 
0 

(Vote for One) ,,_0'§(~-

iition to authorize 
froiii'ad valorem 

rable energy source 
tax. and to 
irohib~ 

consideration of such <fEi'ilcesifi"assessing tne value of real 
property for ad valorem tai<ation purposes. This amendment 
takes elfectJanuary 1. 201 s. and expires on December 31. 
2037. 

o YES 

O NO 

_,,{~E:. 

~--~:~~~~~~;~:-. 
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*** Official *** • 
CERTIFICATE OF COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

SARASOTA COUNTY 

We, the undersigned, ERIKA QUARTERMAINE, County Judge, KATHY 
DENT, Supervisor of Elections, CAROLYN MASON, County 
Commissioner, constituting the Board of County Canvassers in and for said 
County, do hereby certify that we met on the Sixth day of September, 2016 
A.D., and proceeded publicly to canvass the votes given for the several 
offices and persons herein specified at the Nonpartisan Election held on the 
Thirtieth day of August, 2016 A.D., as shown by the returns on file in the 
office of the Supervisor of Elections. We do hereby certify from said returns 
as follows: 

For School Board, District 2, the whole number of votes cast was 68,700 
of which 

Teresa Mast 

Caroline G. Zucker 

received 32,678 votes 

received 36,022 votes 

For NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER SEAT 1 NORTH PORT 
COMMISSIONER, the whole number of votes cast was 8,506 of which 

Vanessa Carusone received 3,363 votes 

Rhonda Y. DiFranco received 1,491 votes 

Cory Hutchinson received 2,214 votes 

Nicholas L. Trolli Sr. received 1,438 votes 

For NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER SEAT 2 NORTH PORT 
COMMISSIONER, the whole number of votes cast was 8,446 of which 

Samuel P. Cohen received 1,626 votes 

Cheryl Lynn Cook received 1,372 votes 

Christopher B. Hanks received 2,476 votes 

Jacqueline Moore received 2,972 votes 

For NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER SEAT 3 NORTH PORT 
COMMISSIONER, the whole number of votes cast was 8,280 of which 

Debbie McDowell 

Andrew F. Sias 

Michael R. Treubert 

09/06/2016 11:54:48 AM 

received 3,714 votes 

received 2,392 votes 

received 2, 17 4 votes 

L Y-113 
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*** Official *** • 
CERTIFICATE OF COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

SARASOTA COUNTY 

We Certify that pursuant to Section 102.112, Florida Statutes, the 
canvassing board has compared the number of persons who voted with 
the number of ballots counted and that the certification includes all valid 
votes cast in the election. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

,TATE OF FLORIDA 
~OUNTV OF SARASOTA 
, hereby certify thlt tlMt fentgolng 11 a 
true and conect copy of a. orlgfnll ftlff 
in this offfH wftnMI mr fllnd W offtclal 

Seal thla date Y ' {OJ ' I -z 
AON TURNER, SUPERVISOR OF ELECTION·; 
> ARA~TA COUNTY, FLORIDA , 

v / t 1 ~v/ ll Cfi~ 
.:puty 'eglltr 

l_/ 

09/06/2016 11:54:48 AM 2 
LY-114 
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r. ·Cathe. dr~a1. 
"'· C 0 R P 0 R A T I 0 N 

. . FORMERLY AXIS DATA SOLUTIONS 

6851 TPC DRIVE 
ORLANDO. FL 32822 
Tel. 407-351-0232 
Fax. 407-363-4586 

SILL TO 

SARASOTA COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF 
ELECTIONS 
CATHY FOWLER·· 
1015; WASHINGTON BLVD 
SARASOTA. FL 34230-4194 

.Invoice 

~~.~ .. ~··-.;~-..-~~-.;.._,;,,, 
:I ·'· ~ATE • ~OlCE # "-i 

r 1011112016 . •· 11_40 ... .,, . 1 L: . 
,.,. . ..; . . :..-:· .. _: ··-" ·-~--.._-:.:..__.·. ----· 

-CxKtBlf IS 

237.iO 51,287.34 .. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
! 

I 
I 
·! 
I 
I 
l 

I 
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• This is a sample ballot only. IT IS NOT FOR VOTING. 

• You may mark your choices on this sample ballot and take it with you to the polls to 
use as a reference. 

• Make sure you vote each side of the ballot. 

• Please review all contests carefully before placing your ballot in the tabulator or 
vote-by-mail (absentee) envelope. 

• If you make a mistake, do not hesitate to ask a for a replacement ballot. 

OPTICAL SCAN VOTING 
Please follow these. simple instructions to cast your ballot. 

_:_ ________ :_:7~-:----~-.;...---"7-·-- .· 
To mark your ballot, completely fill in 
the oval adjacent· to each desired 
candidate,or·choice.i~ith the.marking. 
device provided at the polling place 
or early voting site,. No marks should 
be ·appli~ · anyvihere e!Se: on the 
ballot. Be sure to check both sides of 
the ballot for contests. 

;::! 
SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

DEMONSTRATION BALLOT 

~·· · .. -~-: ':' ... '":.•: 
··-r;.,;u•:i ..... ..,.."I :i::m.c·n• 

-: . .. n~:•.·.•:•~" "·n..:l"• 
•·;~ -~ .. ~.;.;~~~~· .,;..;.,' 

~ 
Tt•Dl~.:>:lJ~l'A:l<Sotl°• 

!"<''<'••·~-· 

:=::~~\:. 
... , • .,.,,,~µi.;UOI! 

t.flll'f.fl':">!~•~l'""•"'"·~ 

-:~-;:.. __ ;.,;:~;;;,;.-_ _;;;,;:.:.=_.:.._:.:::_::.. ___ -.:;;..·,;_ __ :;::::: .. :;_..,:_..; To. vote for a write-in ·candidate, 
completely· fill in the oval adjacent to 
the write-in space and clearly write 
the ·eandidaie's name: on tlle write, in 
line: 

:::; SARASOTA COUNTY. FLORIDA 
DEMONSTRATION BALLOT 

..................... --~~· '"'T<"'" 

-~ .......... """"'"" .. 
,..., ......... -'-·-·~·-

- ·- .... . ., ..... ~~ .. ·· ....... ,, ... , ... .. 

;:::;. 
\f 

1,1 

-~~ 
· .. ··~ 

_}Ji!j 

At.the polls, if you ma.ke a m.istake. on. 
your ballot' or change your mind, ask 
a poll worker for· a replacement 
ballot. When y0u . have. finished 
marking your ballot, take it to the 
tabulator and feed it into the optical 
scan. reader., (Note: you may ·mark 
your choices on this sample ballot 
and take it with you to the polls to 
use as a reference.) 

For more information: 
www.SarasotaVotes.com 

(941) 861-8619 

(----......... 

0 

KATHY DENT 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 
P.O. Box 4194 
SARASOTA, FL 34230-4194 

OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT 
GENERAL ELECTION 

SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
NOVEMBER 8, 2016 

-
l\CRnt PORT FL 34286-4909 

l•lllll•lllliJl1l•lfl••ll,IJ,1llll1l•l•l•l•l1•hf•nlll•l•l11••d 

'.eJll:Ellil' :•J;t:l:l'l(•l'l•: 

Listed below Is the resideru::e street address used to determine 
your polling location arid ballot: 

NORTH PORT FL 34286 

If;"OUha~-emO'~fromtfus~ss,~aill(9'!1)S5l·B619 

You must vote in the precinct where you live on 
election day. • The location of your polling place 
can be found on your voter information card and 
at the top of this sample ballot. • Polls are open 
froin 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on election day. oe Please 
be sure to take your photo and signature ID when 
you go to vote. • If you do not appear at the polls 
with current and valid ID, you will be allowed to 
vote a provisional ballot. 

'.•~···· '.•l~l•J!\ ... •:t•: 
Precinct# 311 
Polling Location: 

MORGAN FAMILY COMM CENTER 
6207 W PRICE BLVD. 
NORTH PORT FL 34291 

'.•1••' 

Under Florida law, any registered voter may 
request a vote-by-mail (absentee) ballot. • Visit 
our website at SarasotaVotes.com to fill out an 
online request or call (941) 861-8618. •You must 
request a ballot to be mailed to you by the 
Wednesday before the election. •Marked ballots 
must be received by the supervisor of 
elections office no later than 7 p.m. election 
night to be counted. 

!.'!.!IMn'#i 
Any eligible elector may vote early at any one of the seven early voting sites fisted below. Earty voting sites will 
be open from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. daily, from October 24 through November 5. Remember to take 
photo and signature ID when you go to vote. If you do not, you will be allowed to vote a provisional ballot. 

Sarasota County Early \{otjng Sjtes fo( Pcimarv Electjon 

Elections Office 
13640 Tamiami Trail 
North Port, 34287 

Elections Office 
2001 Adams Lane 
Sarasota, 34237 

Elections Office 
4000 Tamiami Trail 

Venice, 34293 

Fruitville Library 
100 Cobum Road 
Sarasota,. 34240 

Nokomis Park 
Community Center 
234 Nippino Trail E. 

North Sarasota Library 
2801 Newtown Blvd 

Sarasota, 34234 

Westfield Sarasota 
Square Mall 

8201 S Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota, 34238 Nokomis, 34275 

voters must present a valid form of photo and signature identification to vote at the polls on election day 
and at early voting sites or will be required to vote a provisional ballot. Valid forms of ID include: 

"' Florida Driver License 

• Fiorida ID card 

• U.S. Passport 

• Florida Concealed Weapon 
or Firearm License 

• Debit or Credit Card 

• Military ID 

• Student JD 

• VA Veteran Health ID 
Card 

• Retirement Center ID 

• Neighborhood Association ID 

• Public Assistance ID 
• Federal, State, County or 

Municipal Employee ID 

This sample ballot is for information only.:..:.... 
NOT f()R)f.OTIN.G. 

~ 
0 



"-----/ 

~ 
I 

-.J 

OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT 
This sample ballot was prepared in accordance with F.S. 101.20 by the office of 

Kathy Dent, 5arasota County Supervisor of Electons 

Based on voter registration information, your ballot will contain the following: 

OFFICIAL GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT 
SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

NOVEMBER 8, 2016 
Precinct: 
3n-o 

;Ii-• TO VOTE, COMPLETELY FILL IN THE OVAL(e) NEXT TO YOUR CHOICE. 
• U5i!.> on~/ a blue or black pen. 

lf)'OU msk& a misw.ke. dtln'l hesita'.e to ask for a new banot. lf)'OU erase or make other msrks, your Yote may not 
count 
To vote for a CC!nd!date whose name is not printed 011 the ball:)l fill in th11 ov<1l (0) :;md write in fhe candidale's name 
on th& blank line provided for a writ&-in ea1:u:lidale. 

PRESIDEtlJ AND VlCE PRESIDENT TAX COillCTOR 
{Y.xe:i:l!Oool ('/tni'orOneJ 

HOSPITAL BOARD 
CENTRAL DISTRICT SEAT l 

r:oiero10r.e} 

o OrniailfJ.!ru!11P o JlmBt'lltler 
Mid'.aelR.?ence REi' ~EP lo W1Diaf1!f'.tioo.1an REP 

0 il1nb.11af(J(cJ.C!ii!tas OEM I O lOOJ~~cr.pQll OEM 

o l·IJli.'Jl)'ii!!ldhamCr•r1ton 
1lilio!llyM~r.lKa!r.-0 

0 G.:lr•Y.mr&O!I 
! s:llWdd 
I 

0 Darrel!LC3YJ2' 
SCettN.6mt!le-; 

0 JEl&:::ir. 
~al!R!i1a1a~a 

o ROC!~'tliRrxt.y)OE:LaFueme 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
DEM DIS1RICT1 

HOSPITAL BOARD 
l'i.'ORTHERN DISTRICT SEAT 1 

(Vo:t!rttOr.e) tvOlt!ro;Or.e) 

LPF 0 Mll\l!M!lra.1 REP lo Jlml.Mster 

O Freoo'GlOSSle'i.tkir.s OEMIOL~'Oei!"1•1tl'·"1:.:rnl 

REP 

""i 
i CHARTER REVIEW BOARD 

CPF I DlSTRICTl 
JUSTICEOF"Tlg~.!E"~ 

f (VoterorOne-J SMf:JllSltecrn:,~;.Ln..-:-1rJ:t.e 
i s~-preme~.rtb::!~~""r.ic'ma>? 

GR( I: ~=h:::~~S~b~ • :: 0 YLw~ ••I"• 

! CHART!R RH'!l:Y'iBOARD I 0 ti: 

1 
REF I ·. ~~ -~· 1-J ~·-m-· _e<_o_F_ra_es_u,-.,.-,-,c-o-u•-r-ll 

! o W111\!!ll 'o ~..r.;:J~~I! ·RfP I Stian.MtkeJ!ll~tat\'l!'lfJt:fitll!Supri:me 
· M:dtie!St(>itlbcrg 

1 CowtL<eretMIOOitlolliC(?f 

' i :,:;.;:~~ .. ---~:_i 0 '" 

UNllEO STATES SENATOR 
(Vo!ef<ll"OneJ 

! o rk/ooRutii') .,fi:,-:-j l:HARi~ REVIEVJBOARD 
. OtsTRICTl 

o Palritk.Mu;p!rJ 

o PalllS<i'llcr1 

o TonyKh0tsy 

o E!ruccN.:itllan 

0 ~;rlctt<.-r."~fl 

··o:.;,, \\'.~!70ne) 

LPf O .F~W~::-::zi. 

Ni'A l 0 T{£"1Pi!:a!an:i 
_, --·--

. ~ ·.: CHARTER REVIEW BOARD 
D1STRlCT4 

\'10\etoronm 

1,;tlAt<li:t<RCllIEYIBOARD 
O\SrR1CT5 

(Vo:clorOr.r:) 

Of.io 

0 y~ 

R~P I 0 f.lr. 

DEM DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL 
!---------~ 

~~ .1~n~ ~_:::~----··- ·--~!~ ~~~~~~~~ 
. STATE SENATOR : ~!c1011e) 

~:'?orCT0::1 j o Stiamn We:zler DePeters 
l i 
! 0 QegSleul)P. REP ! 0 keW!l.C>nl'!!ty 

• O fi"ilfi!cRAtocklll Df.M HOSPITALBCARD 
I AllARGE SEAT2 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE \VOleftorOneJ 
DISTRICT74 

~~~~~~=::i1:~.alr4ldITT 
ol!"iti!? 

REP OYes 

OEM 0 No 

DISTRICT COURT OF •\PPEAl 

Shi!r.J~ P:JtrlciaJ K,;iiycflllt' S€amd 
OisbiCICOonofAp;.>e3lbert:lilmediil«lice7 

(VCIGl!llOOO) 0 Tram:nHuam REP 

j O .ltao~l RE? O Mlgler.a En!dre\l'd OB.\ 0 Yes 

, O Mam; Lopez OEM O Reid Schwab.let> NPA O No 

j CLERK Of tHECIRCUlfCOURT HOSPIJALBOl\RD 
MD COf.,PTROllER AI LARGE SEA.Tl 

(V01efor01li!J iVoteflliOne) 

0 Karer&Rus.'mg 

0 TOO<!Ba!IC!ll 

REP 0 SusanT\der 

DEM O Chl!l)'IBrarr.tl 
"'" 
DEM 

VOTE BOTH SIDES O.F:BAlLOT 
---- - ... -· - ... --·-~---- ··- ....:-~·-· - . --··---·- ·-·- .:._ .. ··- - _;_ ·-· 

This sample ballot is for information purposes only. IT IS NOT FOR VOTING. 

For more information, call (941) 861-8600 or visit 
www.SarasotaVotes.com 

~ 

\____,,! 

OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT 
This sample ballot was prepared in accordance Yn'th F.S. 101.20 by the office of 

Kaltly Dent, 5arasota County Supervisor of Elections 

Based on voter registration information, your ballot will contain the following: 

ms1R1CTcoURToFAPPEAL I coosrinmo':?_AMENDMENr 

~~rt~~~inrn= 1 ARTicLEx.sECTIOfl29 

IRlghtsofEletlricil)1Consumers 
. ! ReganJ"mgSO!arEilelgyChok:fl 

: : I ~::a=~~~~~~=or 
i DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL ! 
I ShltiJ~~M311LlltilsoltteSe«mdOl.srtld 1

1 
:Cct.:rlofApjJ"..alb!JietaJnedlno!fiill? i!\stJ!n~ararl,lliOll'.lljUllei(CS'Jb:;it!iU'\hll 

cos:scrbttkupp!l'r;cramt!?ledlk:!n! 
~s!olhosewhoaci. 

O Y!!S l 

0 •1a l ~i:"i~~Tai:.~n:.~::~: 
' to!il.stDSl.llem:fl~Cillgci'ierrarent 

DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL l 
Slml!Jii:lg~~Mortlsol'tha~ iovi;s 
Oisir-.atai11r.tApj:~tl!lrn!alll!ldinGlll::<l? i · 

lo NO 

,OYes 1 rm.2 
j CONSTIMIONAL AMENDMENT 

O No 1 ARTICLEX.SECllONZ9 

j DISTRICTCOURTOFAPPEAL I UseQfMinJllanaf«Oebilltalingr.l«llcal 
1

COl!d1Uon.i; 
S11auai1Cjil5'.m.mrm-.1$NOl!hom.;rme. : 

'""" 
SP.00.1dOisrnt1CcurtotAppe;J11>eretalnedl!l I 

j0YfS I 
,o Ne I 

DlSTR!CT COURT OF APPEAL ! 

OISTRICTCOIJRTOF~t 

~ ~lu~~~~~~~~~ 
l .. ~ :! 

O Yes ! O YES 

\o No ~:-.- =:;lo NO 

DISTRICTCOlJ!ilOF.?J1ffAL I coNSTmmoi~~AMENDMEHT 
~~~~~=~In I ART1Ckij~iJ10NG 
or.1re·1 ;:, •.. i 

• 
0 

,.,. I ~~r:-=~81:i~~~st~ers 

l'q,:- ,,. ' 
. coMMl'N~~oDrg~~~EAT 1 \ 

1Vt~e1oron21 j :=~1h;.=~t:f~1 by . 
1

Y0\!!:";.11le81rd!ndi1JP,;gfal(esetll?Cl.!a.'l!lar; 
! o V-JnessaCaru:;one 1.2011. 

j 0 CiJyHulchlnsoo i 0 YES 

CON'.Mt~ioo:~oa~~F.AT2 I o NO 
(VoleC«Om!) j 

O C'lrl!.topnerB.llar,l;s l 
' I jO JaC(f.JelineMocre l 

CITY OF NORTH PORT 
COL'.MISSIONER DISTRICT SEAT 3 

{VOO!forC'mel 

0 Debllll'McC·O'lleil 

o AndrewF.SJas 

N0.5 
CONSTITUTION.lU. AME1"111MENT 

AR"TIClEVIl,SECTJON6 
AlUICL£'11 

Humcst:aadT31 Exemptionfortuuin 
5enl:ir.Low-lncomo.Lllng·Tenn 
RC!ll!lents;Oelerrnlmlio:ldJUM.Vllltae 

OYES 

0 NO 

CITY OF NORlH PORT. FLORIDA 
NOVEM:BER8.2:Jl6 

AMENDMENT OF NO~~~"J:?'~r.:R 
TERMUMliS· ~~;_. ..'::i 

. VOTE,BOTH~'·­
IDES OF'.:BALl.20' 

-.ENP-OF.BALLOT-
1 t _ .. _-cc-:i':",·_:-.---.=,c :·-__ ,-. .,,_:;,, 

This sample ballot is for information purposes only. IT IS NOT FOR VOTING. 

For more information, call (941) 861-8600 or visit 
www.SarasotaVotes.com 

!~ 

\~ 
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***Official*** • 
CERTIFICATE OF COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

SARASOTA COUNTY 

We, the undersigned, ERIKA QUARTERMAINE, County Judge, 
KA THY DENT, Supervisor of Elections, CAROLYN J. MASON, 
County Commissioner , constituting the Board of County Canvassers in 
and for said County, do hereby certify that we met on the Eighteenth day 
of November, 2016 A.D., and proceeded publicly to canvass the votes 
given for the several offices and persons herein specified at the 
Nonpartisan held on the Eighth day of November, 2016 A.D., as shown 
by the returns on file in the office of the Supervisor ofElections. We do 
hereby certify from said returns as follows: 

Retention of Justice Charles T. Canady of the Supreme Court 

Yes 135,467 votes 
No 54,142 votes 

Retention of Justice Jorge Labarga of the Supreme _Court 

Yes 123,556 votes 
No 64,936 votes 

Retention of Justice Ricky L. Polston of the Supreme Court 

Yes 133,218 votes 
No 54,496 votes 

Retention of Judge John Badalamenti of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

Yes 134,019 votes 
No 51,055 votes 

Retention of Judge Marva L. Crenshaw of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

Yes 134,628 votes 
No 50,369 votes 

Retention of Judge Patricia J Kelly of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

Yes 139,767 votes 
No 46,143 votes 

Retention of Judge Nelly N. Khouzam of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

11/18/2016 06:35:15 PM 

Yes 122,286 votes 

No 60,185 votes 

L Y-118 
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*** Official *** 
CERTIFICATE OF· COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

SARASOTA COUNTY • 
Retention of Judge Matt Lucas of the Second District Court of Appeal 

Yes 132,822 votes 

No 48,484 votes 

Retention of Judge Robert Morris of the Second District Court of Appeal 

Yes 131,901 votes 

No 48,902 votes 

Retention of Judge Stevan Travis Northcutt of the Second District Court 
of Appeal 

Yes 120,864 votes 

No 59,605 votes 

Retention of Judge Samuel Salario, Jr. of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

Yes 131,422votes 

No 49,159 votes 

Retention of Judge Craig C. Villanti of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

Yes 131,851 votes 

No 48,457 votes 

Retention of Judge Douglas Alan Wallace of the Second District Court of 
Appeal 

Yes 131,623 votes 

No 48,292 votes 

For NORTH PORT COMM SEAT 1 NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER, 
the whole number of votes cast was 26,928 of which 

Vanessa Carusone 

Cory Hutchinson 

received 

received 

16,016 votes 

10,912 votes 

For NORTH PORT COMM SEAT 2 NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER, 
the whole number of votes cast was 26,612 of which 

Christopher B. Hanks received 13,722 votes 

Jacqueline Moore received 12,890 votes 

11/18/2016 06:35:15 PM 2 
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*** Official *** • 
CERTIFICATE. OF COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

SARASOTA COUNTY 

For NORTH PORT COMM SEAT 3 NORTH PORT COMMISSIONER, 
the whole number of votes cast was 26,256 of which 

Debbie McDowell received 15,829 votes 

Andrew F. Sias received 10,427 votes 

For CITY OF VENICE MAYOR SEAT 7 VENICE, the whole number 
of votes cast was 12,943 of which 

Frankie S. Abbruzzino 

John W. Holic 

received 4,509 votes 

received 8,434 votes 

For Bobcat Trail Community Development District, Seat 3, the whole 
number of votes cast was 601 of which 

Anne Beane 

LynnNohl 

received 

received 

344 votes 

257 votes 

For Bobcat Trail Community Development District, Seat 5, the whole 
number of votes cast was 603 of which 

Doug McNamee 

Enrico Pucci 

received 

received 

378 votes 
225 votes 

For The Woodlands Community Development District, Seat 5, the whole 
number of votes cast was 539 of which 

Carl Impastato 

Robert Ripatrazone 

received 
received 

298 votes 
241 votes 

For Venetian Community Development District, Seat 1, the whole 
number of votes cast was 1,280 of which 

David Lusty received 761 votes 

Herman W. Moore received 519 votes 

For Venetian Community Development District, Seat 3, the whole 
number of votes cast was 1,271 of which 

Susie Lentile 

James T. Shea 

received 

received 

661 votes 

610 votes 

For Venetian Community Development District, Seat 5, the whole 
number of votes cast was 1,264 of which 

Richard Bracco 

Gabe Levinson 

11/18/2016 06:35:15 PM 

received 

received 

3 

676 votes 

588 votes 

LY-120 
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*** Official *** 
· 'CERTIEICATE OF COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

SARASOTA COUNTY • 
We Certify that pursuant to Section- 102.112, Florida Statutes, the· 
canvassing board has compared the number of persons who voted with 
the number of ballots counted and that the certification includes all valid 
votes cast in the election. 

11/18/201606:35:15 PM 

COUNTY co IONE 

STATE OP FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF IARAIOTA 
lhereby~tlallltlMtforegOlnglea 
true and..,...CCIPYOf tM.,.......fllM 
in thla office wllnlle my Mnd • oMolll 

Sealthtedatl Y u J q .. I J 
RON TURNER, IUPIRVllOR Of ELICTIONS 
SAR UO .~ m0 

4 

LY-121 
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Stephen Marc Slepin, P.A. 
· OfCounsel 

Maddox Horne Law Firm 

-CxH1P1T t 7 

502 North Adams Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
Telephone: {850) 222-6020 
Facsimile: (850) 222-1249 

Email: slepin@maddoxhorne.com 

University of Miami faculty (1959-19.61; 1963-1964)- Philosophy, Logic, Director 
Intercollegiate Debate 

Public Affairs Broadcasting ( 1956-1967): Nation's First Open-Phone Public Affairs Broadcast. 
Assistant Mayor of City of West Miami (1959-1961): Administration 

TALLAHASSEE: 

Office of the Attorney General (1967-1969) 
(Assistant Attorney General) 

Trial Counsel 
General Counsel, Trustees Internal Improvement Trust Fund 
(Governor & Cabinet); Chief of Division of Lands 
Counsel to Office of the Governor 
Chief, Antitrust Division 
Workmen's Compensation Defense 
Counsel, Department of Insurance 

Admitted to all Florida U.S. District Courts and U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
(now 11th Circuit) 

Admitted to Bar of U.S. Supreme Court (1970) 

Executive Assistant & Counsel to President, 
The Florida State University (1969-1970) 

Special Assistant Attorney General for U.S. Supreme Court Appeals (1969-1970) 

Chief Trial Counsel, State Board of Education 
(Governor & Cabinet) (I 970-1971) 

·" 1Chairman, Florida Industrial Relations Commission {1971-1974) 

1 Chief Judge, and drafted the first WC Rules of Procedure approved by the Supreme Court of Florida, 285 So.2d 601(Fla. 
1973). 

Resume 
Stephen Marc Slepin 

Page 1 of3 
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Head of Labor & Employment Security Agency (1971-1972) 

Twice Chairman, Workmen's Compensation Committee, The Florida Bar 

Founder & Twice Chairman, Workmen's Compensation Section, The Florida Bar 

Chairman, Supreme Court's WC Rules Committee 

Chairman, The Florida Bar WC Rules Committee 

Adjunct Professor of Law, The Florida State School of Law 

Member, Executive Committee of The Florida Bar's WC Section 

Member, Executive Committee of the Florida Bar's Administrative Law Section 

Co-Author of WC works: 

Editor and Author: 

Florida Workers' Compensation Manual 1979 
(D&S Publishers): Co-author and Editor 
Florida Workmen's Compensation Practice 1975 
(Florida Bar): Co-author and Editor 
Florida Workmen's Compensation Practice 1978 
(Florida Bar): Co-author and Editor 

WC column, The Florida Bar Journal 1975-1982 

1995, "Samuel Halpert Award," Friends of 440 

Author: "Constitutional Rights & Non-Renewal of Faculty Contracts," 
Higher Education (1972) 

General Counsel, State Division of Elections and Florida Elections Commission 
1974- 1979 (private practice) 

Special Counsel to Governor Graham 
1979- 1980 (private practice) 

Public Radio commentator: Public Affairs 

Panelist, THE WALKER ROUNDUP (TV): Public Affairs 

Martindale-Hubbell "av" rating 

Resume 
Stephen Marc Slepin 

Page 2 o/3 
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ORGANIZATIONS: 

Masonic Order 

Scottish Rite/Masonic Order 

DeMolay Advisor & Chapter Dad 

Florida Philosophical Association 

American Association of University Professors 

Healthy Start (Capital Area), Board Member 

PRACTICE: Administrative Law, Appellate Practice, Constitutional Law, Corporate Law, 
Employment Law, Elections Law, General Civil, and Probate. 

Resume 
Stephen Marc Slepin 

Page 3 of3 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Re: Linda M. Yates FEC 16-362 

Respondent 
I 

---------------------~~ 

AFFIDAVIT OF ATTORNEY'S TIME AND FEES 

STATE OF FLORIDA : 
: SS 

COUNTY OF VOLUSIA: 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, this day personally appeared DOUGLAS A. 

DANIELS, who being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and says to the best of his knowledge and 

belief: 

I. I was the attorney for Respondent in this election case from August 28, 2016 thruJanuary 

27, 2017, and I have been practicing law in Florida since 1982. 

2. I spent 8.8 hours on this case which I billed Ms. Yates at the rate of $400.00 per hour for 

a total of$3,520.00 and 1.9 hours at the rate of $300.00, for a total of $570.00, a grand total of 

$4,090.00. Copy of statement attached. 

3. My hourly rate is reasonable for a election case and is similar to that charged by others.· 

4. The time spent on this c~se is reasonable, given the damage done to Ms. Yates' 

" reputation, and the effort others made to use the complaint for that purpose. 

LY-12..'1 
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ntm1"6'11l1Mlic, State of Florida 
My Commission expires: 

personally know to me, or 
__ Produced identification: 

D UGLAS A. LS, ESQ. 
Florida Bar No. 337031 
444 Seabreeze Blvd., Ste. 645 
Daytona Beach, FL 32118 
(386) 255-8118 
Doug@danielslegal.com 
Attorney for Respondent 

• .-lW..!J.'lJ:;:~, PEGGY A. PENDERGRASS 
~;e;·····.,;-i.: ~~ Commission# FF 937004 

~s} Expires Marcll 17, 2020 · 
,~" lk>ododTlwT"'l'Flfn-~19 

Type of identification 

,'\ 
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CJ 

·· .. ·· 
·.· 

212712017 . . . 
·a:58AM .. · 

Dougias Daniels, PA: 
Sllp Listing 

'. 

-Page :_.. ·. 1 .. 
·.·. 

.:.:.._..;.;;,_.....:.;;~....:_;,;;;.· ···...:..:.;.:...:..:;_~;.;..· ..:.;;· ·.;_· ..:.......;..;....;._...;...._,;;..;.;_~..;..;..;.;._;;;_~.::...;.;.;~..;..;....· '-'• •__;_--..----,..;;..:...;.__... __ .. 
.. ··::.· :···.· Selection Criteria. . . 

Clie:Selection ·. · lnclude:.Yatesi Linda 
Sllp:Classlflcatlcin .· · Open 

Rate Info • ldenUfies rate source arid level 

· •· .~1~~~~ ~;i(i ti~e> · ~~~i~;eper 
·· :·"Po!lilngStatus .· .. · ··Client ·.• • 

. . ·'Description ·•. · ·.· · • Reference 
· 784 TIME . Doug 

1012412016 . . ... •· • . •·· .Review . ·.· .· 
· . Billed •.:.: .· .. : <3:10126 . _ . . 111112016 Yates,. Linda . . . ·. 

· · Review of file;:conference with client re strategy forElection Commission. · 
· Tuesdayi'ilghls hearing. .:_•· · . . . .· . . · . 

785· .· <··.· · TIME . Doug . . 
8/2812016 Review . 

· ·· Billed .· . ···.· .. <3::10128 .•. ·· :.·. :1111/2016.Yates,Linda .·· ... ·• 
· · . Review ()f complaint 81'.fd related documents;.. . .·Election Commission 

conference wlthcllent·resame; reviewof.statotes . 
. and case law. re eleetion violation; .email to client re 
·· opinions of complaint; drafting response to the 

· · Elections Commission. . . . . 

786 . ..... . · TIME . · · Doug 
10/21/2016 .··... .· · · · Conference. 

... Billed • .. · .. :·.:·.·. Gi1o128 · · 11/1i2016Yates, Linda . 
. C~nrerence.with client re disc!Osure of complaint Electron Commission 

... arid how to handle upcoming city commission . . 

.. meeting. · 

787 ·•· · ·TIME Doug 
· 1of.?212016· · · • .• , . . . •. .. .. . .Research . 

Billed . - > .. · G:1012a .. . . 111112016 Yates; Linda .· . . . 
Research various lssties•regarding records and Election·Cominlsslon . · · · 
·ethics questions... .·.• • · . · · 

· 801 ·: .. •· .. . ·. • tiME Dot,ig 
10/2612016 · ·• ·· .·.· • Review · 
Biiied ·.·. .·. . : G:10128 .. ·. · 11/1/2016 Yates, Lirida . .. . · · 
Review ofinsuranee policy; drafting ·email re same.Election Commission .. ·· 

S04 • · · · TIME Doug 
·. 1oi2812ci16 · · . . Conference 

Billed. · .. .. .G:10128 . 111112016 Yates; Linda 
Conference with clienfre results of meeting. ·Election Commission·.· 

829 · . . .. . TIME . . Doug 
11/1112016. ·. . .. ·. Review 
BHred G:10153 .12/1/2016 Yates, Linda . 
Review offlle and cllent's email: respond to same. Election Commission 

. .. ·. 

'•; ... 
··:· <. -:-.: ... ·. 

.... · .. ·· ::· .. . 

. ·.·.· units ...... · ·:Rate·. ·stipVatue 
DNB Time· . · Rate.Info · 
Est. Time . •.• em status 

·· Variance· .· •·' · . ·: . . ..•.. ·...:.·· .... · ·-· ·'""· ··..,,···-.·· ,.... : > 
.1.00. 400;00. 400.00 

· ·· 0.00: T 
..• 0.00 .· 

. .• o.oo 

3.00 . 
. 0.00 

··. o;oo 
o.oo 

1.00 . 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

. ::: .... · .. ·.····:· 

··•· •. : 40ll:Clo •• . ~260;0~ 
T. 

.· .... 
·: .. ·.· 

400;00 
T 

.·· . ·· ... 

. .· 400.00. 

-;.'· . . .. 

'.::·:: ·:·.: .. : ... : . ·.· ... 

1.00.·. ··•••·• aoo:io>.. 300;00 ... · ·o.oo · ·. T@1 
0.00 
0.00. 

0~60 .. 
0.00 . 
0.00 
0;00 ·· .. 

·. o.3o · 
.0.00. 
o.oo···· 

. o.oo ... 

... · .. · .. ·. .. 

3oo:Oo ·.. 1sttoo 
T@1:. ·· 
·.::. .. ... 

. ': ··. 

-~06.00 : .. · 
T@1 

. ·.·. 
. 90;00 

·.·.· . 
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() 

() 

\ .. ) 

·.·;·. 

. : iti1i2017 . 
8:58AM:·-• .·· 

· .... 

. . . 

oougr~s b~nielsJ:i'.A. > 
SlipUstlng 

. :Sliplb'·:.: · : · > ·.· · -Tl~eke~per .... 
· . Oates aiid 11me : Activity. 
: Posting status Client · .. : . . . 

Description -Reference .. ·· · 
· 951·... ... . .. TIME .. .. .. Doug 
·· 1/4i2ci17 ·: Review ···:•. 

Biiied.· ·.'. •:: . G:10174 .· .. ·.. .· 21112011 Yates, Linda 
·. Review of determination letteffro Electron . Election Commisskiil · 

Commission.· 

967 .·.. TIME 
1/1812017 ... · .. . . . 

·.· Biiied _.· •. · . . : G:1il174 . . . 
Review Ciffile; call to cllen~ re motioh: 

. Doug ... 
Review 

2/1/2017 Yates, Linda ... 
Election Commission· 

sa9 · · • ··. · · · TIME oaug 

.. . ~J:~~017: :· . ·. Gi:1~174 '· · •. ·.·. . 21i12011 ~;~=~Linda -· .· .· 
.....• : Review OfFEC-statutes•and rules on attorney's Election Commission 
. · fees;- research re case lav-". ·· .. 

9'70 ...... · ... . ., TIME 
1/231201.7 . . . . 
Billed · ·• • . :< Gi10174. . . · 
E-Mail to cllenfre mciney frorri city. 

. br~ntiro~I\ · -••-

·,. :·· .. 

Doug 
· emau.· ·. 

2i112017 Yates, Linda. 
Electlcin Commission 

Billable 
Un billable 
Total 

·.:· 

· · · oriits .• . . · Rate " siiii·v~iti& _· .. 
. DNB Time . Rate Info . . 
· Est Time · • .Biii Status 

.:. Variance .·.· . , ·· .. _. __...._.,.="';.:.< 
0.30. 400.00 120.00 

.•0;00·. . T · 
O;OO 

··:o.oo 

: o.30 . . ·. 4oci;oo 120.00 
0.00 T . 
0.00 

·. 0.00 . . . 

... 2;~(j 400:~0 •···· • 920;00 . 
· ·· 0.00 ·. T .... 
.. o~oo .. 
· ··:;.o:oo· ·" 

. . o;3o .. <400.60 
·.· .. 0.00 . ·.· T · 
... 0.00 

o.oo· 

. .•. 10.70 ... ·. 
· o;oo .. · · .. ·. 
. 10.70: 

·:<' .. :.·: .. ·. 

"· 
-·:: . .' 

. ... 

.. . . 
4090,00 

.·.. O;OO 
. · 4090;00 

. ··.·· .. 

.,· .. 
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C'l/11111' If 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 

LINDA YATES, 

Petitioner, 
vs. CASE NO. 17-1593F 

KA THY SCHURE, 

Respondent. 
. I 

AFFIDAVIT OF LINDA M. YATES AS TO EXPENSES INCURRED 
THUS FAR FROM AUGUST 27, 2016 THROUGH JUNE 2, 2017 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority, the within named Linda M. Yates 
who, after being first duly sworn deposes and states as follows: 

( ) 1. My name is Linda M. Yates and I am currently a North Port City Commissioner. 

) 

2. The term of a North Port City Commissioner as per the City's Charter, is four years. 

3. I was initially elected on November 2, 2010 and re-elected on November 4, 2014. 

4. Since my election in 2010 my reputation has been well established and widely known as 
being one held in high regard from constituents and colleagues, as demonstrated by my 
re-election in 2014, as well as by way of my appointment to serve as a representative, 
either in the past or present, on various governmental and association committees 
including: Policy Committee of the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary; Florida League of 
Cities (FLC) Urban Administration Committee; FLC Energy and Environmental 
Committee; FLC Transportation and Intergovernmental Relations Committee; National 
League of Cities (NLC) Transportation and Infrastructure Services Committee; NLC 
Youth and Family Council; Manasota League of Cities (past President and past Vice­
Present); Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO); and Vice-Chair 
of the MPO Public Transportation Taskforce. I have also attained a Bronze Level in the 
National League of Cities Leadership Training Institute; I was a recipient of the FLC 
2015 Horne Rule Hero A ward; in 2016 appointed to the FLC Board of Directors as the 
representative for the District 10 of Florida. Additionally I was elected by my fellow 
Commissioners to serve as City of North Port Mayor from November 2012 - November 
2013 and currently serve as Mayor for the period of November 2016- November 2017. 
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5. I was not a Commissioner Candidate in the 2016 City of North Port Election. 

() 6. On August 27, 2016 I received by Certified mail from the Florida Elections Commission 

() 

\. ) 

a copy of an Elections Complaint filed by Kathy Schure alleging I had violated Election 
Laws. 

7. As a layperson and having no prior experience with this kind of matter, I retained the 
legal services of Mr. Doug Daniels, Esquire, for the purposes of submitting a timely 
response to the Florida Elections Commission and to ensure that the FEC Complaint was 
handled in the most appropriate, efficient and effective manner to ensure my credibility 
and reputation was not impaired. 

8. Before the FEC completed its most basic legal sufficiency review, on September 9, 2016 
I was notified by the North Port City Clerk that a copy of Ms. Schure's FEC Confidential 
Complaint Form was hand delivered with a request to make it a Public Record and to 
make copies of it and distribute a copy to each of the North Port City Commissioners. 

9. On September 16, 2016 I was contacted by the City Clerk advising that she had received 
a call from Ms. Schure demanding that a copy of her FEC Complaint be distributed 
without delay to all City Commissioners and therefore all Commissioners would be 
receiving a copy that day. 

10. On October 18, 2016 the agenda with backup materials for the City Commission Meeting 
taking place on October 25, 2016 was publicly distributed and posted on the City's 
website. At the request of then City Commissioner Cheryl Cook, an item on the agenda 
was 6G. "Discussion and possible action regarding contents of complaint filed with State 
of Florida, Florida Elections Commission, against Linda M. Yates and Jacqueline Moore 
copy filed with the Clerk September 09, 2016." A copy of Ms. Schure's FEC Complaint 
alleging that I had violated Election Laws was attached to that agenda item. 

11. In January 2017, !received a letter from the FEC dated December 30, 2016 stating that 
since the Elections Commission did not receive any additional information that corrected 
the stated grounds of insufficiency, the case was closed. 

12. In order to protect my professional, political, and personal reputation as an elected 
official, I was compelled to hire legal counsel to defend myself, and I incurred 
significantly more legal fees when Ms. Schure pushed for the distribution and publicity of 
a copy of her FEC Complaint which was placed on the City Commission's agenda before 
the FEC had even completed a preliminary review of the complaint. 

13. In consideration of all the above and due to Ms. Schure's filing of her Complaint with the 
FEC and her subsequent actions with regard to her FEC Complaint which required 
ongoing consult, further research of elections law, ethics law and case law, for the period 
of August 27, 2016 through January 27, 2017 I incurred attorney fees in the total amount 
of $4,090 as follows: 

8.8 hours at billing rate of $400 per hour= $3,520 
1.9 hours at billing rate of $300 per hour= $570 
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( ) 

(_) 

Total Attorney Fees= $4,090.00 

14. Due to my limited financial means, I could no longer afford to be represented by counsel, 
and as of January 27, 2017 I released my attorney from this case and I am pursuing this 
Petition for Cost and Attorney Fees prose. 

15. Additional costs I have incurred thus far through June 2, 2017 are as follows: 
January 27, 2017 - Notary Fee= $10.00 
January 28, 2017 - USPS Document mailing to FEC = $6.65 
February 27 & 28, 2017 - FEC Hearing in Tallahassee- Travel= $200.43 
(one night hotel stay= $122.98; Gas= $74.45; Parking= $3) 
April 13, 2017 Imperial Court Reporting 2-28-17 FEC Hearing= $112 
April 19, 2017 Supervisor of Elections - Copies = $5 .10 
May 18, 2017 - U.S. Mail Priority= $13.30 
May 20, 2017 - Expert Witness Fee = $500.00 
May 29 & 31, 2017 - Witness fees/notary fees/copies= $33.01 
Total Costs: $880.49 

16. The expenses, including costs and attorney fees incurred thus far from August 27, 2016 
through June 2, 2017 equals $4,970.49. 

Affiant Signature 
Linda M. Yates 
6475 Munsing Avenue 

North Port, FL 34291 

to and subscribed before me this 3rd day of_}~u~n~e~·------' 2017. 

~ 

(Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public 

Personally known ___ or Produced Identification x E c .l>L 

My Commission expires: 6d <--i 
1 

;i.aa CJ 
••• ~~~~. JENNIFER M. DEROCHE 
i~~·· \ MY COMMISSION# GG 005050 
i!i :!i EXPIRES: October 4, 2020 
~"'"·,-;~ot~~ Bonded i111u Notary Public Underwriters 

''"""''' 
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