
NOH 
FEC # 15-344 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 
In Re:   Richard J. Venerable 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 15-344 

 
TO:  Richard J. Venerable 
 255 Bry-Lynn Drive 
 West Melbourne, FL 32904 
  

 
Sue Frank, City Clerk 
2240 Minton Road 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, February 17, 2016 at 10:00 am, or as 

soon thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Florida State Conference Center, 555 West Pensacola 
Street, Room #108, Tallahassee, Florida 32306. 
 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as 

follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission 
requests that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case 
be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections 

Commission on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the 
hearings on other confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the 

official record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the 
hearing. 

 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Amy McKeever Toman 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
February 2, 2016 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine 
on you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, 
you have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there 
were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your 
case.  If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after 
considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not 
timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has 
been made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission 
accepts the consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent 
order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless 
confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts 
the consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a 
decision to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if 
the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that 
the Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain 
how the staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not 
testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  
The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the 
Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an 
opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable 
Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, 
he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial 
affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.



STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

STATE OF :"i.ORIDA 
ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Florida Elections Commission, 
Petitioner, 

Case No.: FEC 15-344 
v. 

Richard J. Venerable, 
Respondent. 

ORDER OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

THIS MATTER was herud by the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) at its 

regula!ly scheduled meeting on November 17, 2015, in Tallahassee, Florida 

Based on the Complaint, Report of Investigation, Staff's Recommendation, and oral 

statements made at the probable cause hearing, the Commission finds that there is probable 

cause to chruge Respondent with the following violation: 

Countl 

On or about April 10, 2015, Respondent violated Section 
106 07 (7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing 
officer on the prescribed reporting date that no report would be 
filed on that date because he had not received fonds, made 
contributions, or expended reportable funds during the 2015 M3 
Report 

DONE AND ORDERED by tlw Flmi<1'El;~z"=boc 17, 201; 

M .. Scott Thomas, Chaiiman 

P:/Order of Probable Cause docx (07/14) 
FEC Case# IS-344 

Florida Elections Commission 



Copies fUinished to: 
Jaakan A Williams, Assistant Genernl Counsel 
Richaid J. Venerable, Respondent 
Sue Frank, Complainant 

As the Respondent, you may elect to resolve this case in several ways. First, you may elect to 
resolve this case by consent order where you and Commission staff agree to resolve the 
violation(s)s and agree to the amount of the fine .. The consent order is then presented to the 
Commission for its apprnvaL To discuss a consent order, contact the FEC attorney identified in 
the Order of P10bable Cause .. 

Second, you may request an informal heaiing held before the Commission, if you do not dispute 
any material fact in the Staff Recommendation You have 30 days from the date the Order of 
Probable Cause is filed with the Commission to request such a heaiing. The date this order was 
filed appeais in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the 01der At the heaiing, you 
will have the right to make written or oral aiguments to the Commission concerning the legal 
issues related to the violation(s) and the potential fine.. At the request of Respondent, the 
Commission will consider and determine willfolness at an informal hearing.. Otherwise, live 
witness testimony is unnecessary. 

Third, you may request a formal hearing held before an administrntive law judge in the Division 
of Administrntive Hearings (DOAH), if you dispute any material fact in the Staff 
Recommendation You have 30 days from the date the Order of Probable Cause is filed with the 
Commission to request such a heaiing .. The date this 01der was filed appeais in the upper right
hand comer of the first page of the order.. At the hearing, you will have the right to present 
evidence relevant to the violation(s) listed in this order, to cross-examine opposing witnesses, to 
impeach any witness, and to rebut the evidence presented against you 

If you do not elect to resolve the case by consent order or request a formal hearing at the DOAH 
or an informal heaiing before the Commission within 30 days of the date this Order of Prnbable 
Cause is filed with the Commission, the case will be sent to the Commission for a formal or 
informal heaiing, depending on whether the facts aie in dispute.. The date this order was filed 
appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order .. 

Io request a hearing, please send a written request to the Commission Clerk, Donna Ann 
Malphurs The address of the Commission Clerk is 107 W Gaines Street, Collins Building, 
Suite 224, I allahassee, Fl01ida 32399-1050. The telephone number is (850) 922-4539.. The 
Clerk will provide you with a copy of Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code, and other 
applicable mies upon request No mediation is available .. 

P:/Order ofProbable Cause.docx (07/14) 
FEC Case# 15-344 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 
In Re:   Richard J. Venerable 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 15-344 

 
TO:  Richard J. Venerable 
 255 Bry-Lynn Drive 
 West Melbourne, FL 32904 
  

 
Sue Frank, City Clerk 
2240 Minton Road 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, November 17, 2015 at 10:30 AM, or 

as soon thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation, 1940 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399. 
 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as 

follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission 
requests that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case 
be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections 

Commission on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the 
hearings on other confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the 

official record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the 
hearing. 

 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Amy McKeever Toman 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
November 2, 2015 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine 
on you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, 
you have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there 
were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your 
case.  If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after 
considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not 
timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has 
been made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission 
accepts the consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent 
order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless 
confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts 
the consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a 
decision to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if 
the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that 
the Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain 
how the staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not 
testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  
The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the 
Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an 
opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable 
Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, 
he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial 
affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

In Re: Richard J. Venerable Case No.: FEC 15-344 
I 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 

Pursuant to section 10625( 4)( c ), Flo1ida Statutes, undersigned staff counsel files this 
wiitten recommendation for disposition of the refonal in this case recommending that there is 
probable cause to chatge Respondent with violating Section 106 .. 07(7), Florida Statutes 
Based upon a thorough review of the Report of Investigation submitted on August 3, 2015, the 
following facts and law support this staff recommendation: 

I On May 13, 2015, the Florida Elections Commission ("Commission") received a 
sworn complaint fiom Sue Frank ("Complainant"), alleging that Richatd J Venerable 
("Respondent") violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes .. 

2. Respondent is a candidate for the office of Mayor for the City of West 
Melbourne (ROI Exhibit 1)1 

3 Complainant alleged that Respondent failed to notify his filing officer in writing 
that no ieport would be filed on the applicable reporting date for the following report: 2015 M3 
Report. 

4. By letter dated July 21, 2015, the Executive Director notified Respondent that 
Commission staff would investigate the following statutory provision: 

Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the complaint, 
Respondent failed to notify the filing officer on the prescribed 
reporting date that no report would be filed on that date because he 
had not received fonds, made contributions, or expended repo1table 
funds dming the ieporting period: 

• 2015 M3 (Match 2-March 31) 

5 Respondent filed his State of Florida Appointment of Campaign Treasmer and 
Designation of Campaign Depository for Candidates form ("DS-DE 9"), on March 2, 2015, and 
appointed I racy Venerable as deputy treasmer (ROI Exhibit I) 

6 On March 2, 2015, Respondent signed and dated the "2016 Announced Candidate 
Information Checklist" indicating that he had received a copy of Chapter I 06, Florida Statutes, 

1 The Report of Investigation is referred to herein as "ROI" 

Staff Recommendation FEC 15-344 I 
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the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, and the Repo1ting Dates fot Campaign 
T reasure1 Repo1ts, etc (ROI Exhibit 2) 

7 The 2013 Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook explained the 
requirement of filing a waiver-of~1epo1t when the candidate has no financial activity to disclose .. 
(ROI Exhibit 3, pages 4 and 6) 

8 The Candidate EFS User's Guide explained the process for filing a waiver-of~ 
1epo1t using the elect1onic filing system (EFS}. Listed on page 13 are specific instrnctions about 
checking the box next to "waiver" when the1e is no financial activity to disclose .. (ROI Exhibit 
4, pages 4, 5, and 6) 

Alleged Violation: Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes 

9. In pe1tinent pmt, Section 106.07(7), Flo1ida Statutes, state: 

[A]ny candidate 01 political committee not repo1ting by virtue of 
this subsection on dates presc1ibed elsewhe1e in this chapte1 shall 
notify the filing officer in writing on the prescribed reporting 
date that no report is being filed on that date. (emphasis added) 

10.. The table below 1eflects Respondent's untimely written notifications to the 
Division: 

Report Report Cover Date Notification Due Date Notification No. of Days Late 
Period Filed 

2015 M3 3/1115-3/31/15 4/10/15 6125115 76 

11 Respondent failed to provide a wiitten 1esponse to the refe1ral. (See ROI, 
paragraph 9) However, duiing a July 27, 2015 phone interview with Commission staff; 
Respondent stated that he was a first-time candidate that "sc1ewed up by 1elying on someone else 
to do my 1epo1ting I should've been going behind him but I was w01king out of state and I was 
rmely home .. " (See Attachment "A," Phone log, entry# 5) 

12 Despite having access to 1ead and 1eview Chapte1 106, Florida Statutes, the 2013 
Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, and the EFS Guide Book, Respondent failed to 
timely notify the filing office1 on the p1esc1ibed rep01ting date that no repo1t would be filed f01 
the 2015 M3 Report (ROI Exhibit 5) 

13 "Probable Cause" is defined as 1easonable grounds of suspicion supported by 
circumstances sufficiently st1ong to wanant a cautious person in the belief that the person has 
committed the offense chaiged Schmitt v State, 590 So2d 404, 409 (Fla 1991) Probable 
cause exists whe1e the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator] has 1easonably 
trnstwo1thy information, aie sufficient in themselves fo1 a 1easonable man to reach the 

Staff Recommendation FEC 15-344 2 



conclusion that an offense has been committed Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles v. Favino, 667 So.2d 305, 309 (Fla.1'1DCA 1995) 

14.. The facts set fo1th above show that Respondent is a candidate fo1 the office of 
Mayor of the City of West Melboume Dming his campaign, Respondent failed to timely notify 
the filing officer on the prescribed repo1ting date that no repo1t would be filed for the 2015 M3 
Repo1t 

Based upon these facts and ci1cumstances, I recommend that the Commission find 
probable cause to chaige Respondent with violating the following statutory p10vision: 

Count 1: 

On 01 about Ap1il 10, 2015, Respondent violated Section 
106 .07(7), Floiida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing 
officer on the p1escribed 1eporting date that no repo1t would be 
filed on that date because he had not received funds, made 
cont1ibutions, or expended repo1table funds dming the 2015 M3 
Repott 

Respectfully submitted on Septembet (}~ , 2015 

J;an A Williams 
Assistant Gener al Counsel 

I reviewed this Staff Recommenda · 

Staff Recommendation FEC 15-344 3 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
PHONE LOG 

Case No.: FEC 15-344 

Respondent: Richard L Veneiable 

Complainant: Susan Frank 

1 Date and time: July 9, 2015 @ 10:42 am 
Name: Complainant 
Phone#: 321 8377774 
Summary: I telephoned Respondent's filing officer to dete1mine (!) whether candidate 
filings are posted somewhere on the city's website; (2) whether Respondent is serving as 
his own campaign treasme1; and (3) whethe1 anything-treasme1's iepo1t 01 waiver-has 
been filed fo1 the 2015 M3 reporting period 

Complainant, the municipal clerk for the City of West Melbomne, advised me that 
candidate filings are not posted on the city's website The filing officer advised me that a 
waiver for the M3 repo1ting period was filed on June 25, 2015; it was due on April 1 oth 

As fo1 my question pertaining to the campaign's treasurer, the filing officer was unsme 
After reviewing the candidate's file, she could only find a fo1m for the appointment of a 
deputy treasmer-Respondent' s wife, I racy Venerable .. 

I asked the filing office1 whether she would fax a copy of the waiver for the 2015 M3 
repo1ting period to me.. Complainant said that she would but she asked whether she could 
go ahead and fax copies of everything that was filed late, so I would not have to call he1 
again .. I told her that this would be okay 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: dbf 

2 Date and time: July 23, 2015@ 3:25 pm 
Name: Respondent 
Phone#: (321) 213-3558 
Summary: I attempted telephone contact to make initial contact I left a message to 
return my call 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CKO 

3 Date and time: July 24, 2015 @2:50 pm 
Name: Respondent 

4 

Phone#: (321) 213-3558 
Summary: I attempted telephone contact to inquire about allegations I left a message to 
retmn my ca.IL 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CKO 

Date and time: July 27, 2015@ 11:00 am 

ATTACHMENT 41A11 

lnvOOI (10/07) 
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Name: Sue Frank-Filing Officer 
Phone#: (321) 837-7774 

( 

Summary: I had telephone contact to request additional information from her: DS-DE 9 
form, filing history, acknowledgement letter, statement of candidate, 2015 M3 Repmt, and 
any other pertinent information for Respondent Ms Frank advised me that she would 
gather up all of this information and email it to my attention.. She did explain that no 
acknowledgement letter was given to any of the candidates. She told me that she has a 
checklist that she has the candidates sign acknowledging receipt of required documents I 
requested this checklist as well. 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CKO 

5 Date and time: July 27, 2015@ 12:00 pm 
Name: Respondent 
Phone#: (321) 213-3558 
Summary: I had telephone contact to make initial contact Respondent advised me that 
he was a first-time candidate that "screwed up by relying on someone else to do my reporting 
for me I should've been going behind him but I was working out of state and I was rarely home 
That's my own fault and I take full responsibility" I inquired if he had read/printed Chapter I 06, 
F !or ida Statutes, Calendar of Reporting Dates, and the Candidate and Campaign I reasurer 
Handbook Respondent admitted that he had read each of these I inquired about report activity 
Respondent told me that his campaign did not spend any monies during the election campaign. He 
told me that the "automatic bank fees" that are withdrawn on the account are the only activity 
going on with the depository He told me that he would call me back with account number 
information for me to complete subpoena 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CKO 

6 Date and time: July 27, 2015 @ 2:00 pm 
Name: Respondent 
Phone#: (321) 213-3558 
Summary: I had voice message on my answering machine from Respondent. Respondent 
advised me that his depository is at TD Bank and the account number is:  I 
also obtained his email address: rikv08@aol.com 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CKO 

7 Date and time: July 30, 2015 @2:15 pm 
Name: Sue Frank-Filing Officer 
Phone#: (321) 837-7774 
Summary: I attempted telephone contact to verify some information I left a message to 
have my call returned 
Memo to File? No 
Entered by: CKO 

• 

INVOOI (12/01) 2 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Report of Investigation for Failure to Notify Filing Officer 

Case Number FEC 15-344 Respondent: Richard J Venerable 

Section I 06 .. 07(7), Florida Statutes, failure of a Complainant: Sue Frank 

candidate who did not receive any contributions Respondent Type: 
or make any expenditures during a reporting 

~·Candidate period to notify timely the filing officer, in 
writing, that no report is being filed D Political Committee 

I. Preliminary Information: 

I An appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (OS-DE 9) 
was filed on March 2, 2015 (Ex. 1) 

2 .. An acknowledgement receipt was provided to Respondent on March 2, 2015 acknowledging that 
Respondent had received all of the Division's publications and reporting forms, including Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, and the Calendar of Reporting Dates 
(Ex .. 2) 

3. The Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, discusses filing a waiver when there is no 
activity to disclose on page 47 (Ex 3) 

4. Pages 12, 13, 44, and 45 of the Candidate EFS User's Guide discuss how to notify the Division 
on the prescribed reporting date that no report will be filed using the EFS Specifically, page 13 instructs the 
user to click the box next to "waiver" if there is no activity to disclose (Ex 4) 

5 In a telephone interview on April 2, 2015, Kristi Reid-Bronson clarified that once the waiver box 
is chosen and a new report is opened as shown on Page 12, the only available option on the report summary 
screen will be "Go To File Report" as shown on Page 13. Choosing "Go To File Report" will take the user 
directly to the screens where the candidate/treasurer PINS are entered as shown on Pages 44 and 45 

Il, Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes: 

6 Respondent's filing history reflects the 2015 M3 Waiver-of~Report was filed on June 25, 2015. 
The information regarding the 2015 M3 waiver-of~report is summarized below (Ex. 5) 

Report Report Cover Date Notification Due Date Notification No of Days Late 
Period Filed 

2015 M3 311/15 - 3131115 4110/15 6/25115 76 

7 Respondent did not provide a written response to the referral 

8 Respondent was interviewed by telephone on July 27, 2015 in which he stated that he was a first-
time candidate that "screwed up by relying on someone else to do my reporting for me I should've been 
going behind him but I was working out of state and I was rarely home" Respondent advised me that his 
campaign did not spend any monies during the campaign, with the exception of bank foes that were 
automatically deducted 

III. FEC History: 

9 Respondent has not had any prior cases before the Commission. 

Conclusion: 

1 
ROI Failure to Notify FO (03/15) 



I 0 Respondent stated during the telephone interview that he did read Chapter I 06, Florida Statutes 
and/or the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook Respondent signed his Statement of Candidate 
form on March 2, 2015 (Ex. 6) 

2 
ROI Failure to Notify FO (03/15) 



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
Richard J. Venerable -- FEC 15-344 

Exhibits #s Description of Exhibits 

Exhibit 1 

Exhibit 2 

Exhibit 3 

Exhibit 4 

Exhibit 5 

Exhibit 6 

lnv004 (S/08) 

Respondent's DS-DE 9 form 

Acknowledgement Receipt 

Relevant pages from the Candidate and Campaign Ireasmer 
Handbook 

Relevant pages from the Candidate EFS User's Guide 

2015 M3 Waiver-of~Report 

Statement of Candidate 



( 

APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

(Section 106 .021(1 ), F S.) ' .. - . 1' l • 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

NOTE: This form must be on file with the qualifying 
officer before openin!! the campaiQn account. OFFICE USE ONLY 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX{ES): 

~ Initial Filing of Form Re·-filing to Change: 0 Treasurer/Deputy 0 Depository D Office 0 Party 

2 Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 3. Address {include post office box or street, city, state, zip 

h1t-'\"'ll.v-ci 3 \Je..r-t:x ()._ 'r--. 1-t.. 
code) 

~) 'bL\- ~Y\0'br\vc 
4 Telephone 5. E-mail address 

LU:'e,.1 IY\e\\:::1::11.AX f\L ti=\_ '2»AC4 
(.,3.Q_\ ) o(,) 3 ·.35e8 K1 k.. v rjlo@ool.wf"(} 

- - -
6 .. Office sought {include district, circuit, group number) 7. If a candidate for a nonpartisan office, check if 

f¥\'.).J..\ 0 y-
applicable: 

D My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate .. 
------·---· - ------- --

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill in name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

D Write-In D No Party Affiliation 0 Party candidate 

9 .. I have appointed the following person to act as my 0 Campaign Treasurer ~ Deputy Treasurer 
-· --·- - ·----·· ------
10. Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

1fM..1...1 \le.rexon\e.- ----.. -·--·-·· ----
11 Mailing Address 12. Telephone 

dm '&L\ - L1:)\'\<., ~1ve... ( .'3bl \ ) Lie:P ·-5 J c:::o 
13, City 14 County 15. State 16 Zip Code 17 E-mail address 

~ \'Y'e..\'cx:uxne.... '.:bvt:.\/as-d FL 3:PID4 ·1:e:ir1"'-1'1\610l.@().Z) \. t_.CIY\ 

18 I have designated the following bank as my liSI Primary Depository 0 Secondary Depository 
-· 

1:0 Ad~:ess 19 Name of Bank 

~Tb ~\L -------· f---
21 City 22 County 23 State 24. Zip Code 

UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY, I DECLARE TH.A:T I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF C.A:MPAIGN TREASURER AND 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT THE FACTS STATED JN IT ARE TRUE .. 

25. Date 26Sign~e 

~Qy-U\ d. 1 c'.2D \5 x ~.::---- /' 
27 Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in the blanks and check the appropriate block) 

.......,,.-- Very: __ )( a_ t):: I, -- )@C..l/ ·- , do hereby accept the appointment 
(Please Print or Type Name) -

designated above as: D Campaign Treasurer ~ o'Gi uty 1 easurer 

~ch 6{, dD\~ x \,. (\/ £11 ~ J '\hi. u.&H_p 
Date Signature of ~mpaign Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

OS-DE 9 (Rev,, 10/10) 

EXHIBIT__,_\ ___ _ 
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West Melbourne 
FLORIDA ______ , __ . 

2016 Announced Candidate Information Checklist 

·-' candidate for the Office of 

(Circle one of the following) 

City Council Member 

acknowledge receipt of the following: 

1 City of West Melbourne Election Information Handout 

2 Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, on Campaign Financing 

3. Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook 

4. Reporting Dates for Campaign Treasurer Reports and copies of forms 

5 City of West Melbourne Charter and Code of Ordinances relating to elections 

6, Nominating Petition forms 

'7 City of West Melbourne Political Sign Regulations 

8 Polling Place Activities on Election Day 

9 Guide to the Sunshine Amendment and Code of Ethics for Public Officers and 
Employees 

1 O Voter Registration List for West Melbourne will be available from the City Clerk at 
the end of July 2016 .. Prior to July 2016, a copy may be obtained from the Brevard 
County Supervisor of Elections 

2/5/2015 EXHIBIT__:Q~· ---
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_______ , _ __, 

day designated is deemed timely filed A report 
received by the filing officer within 5 days after 
the designated due date that was delivered by 
the US, Postal Service is deemed timely filed 
unless it has a postmark indicating the report 
was mailed after the designated due date, A 
certificate of mailing obtained from and dated 
by the US Postal Service at th.e time of mailing 
or a receipt from an established courier 
company, which bears a date on or before the 
date on which the report is due, is proof of 
mailing in a timely manner Reports filed with 
the Division through the Electronic Filing 
System (EFS) are due no later than midnight, 
Eastern Time, of the due date, 

(Sections 10607, 1060705 
and 106,141, F5) 

i>e11aity for Late Filing 

Any candidate failing to file a report on the 
designated due date shall be subject to a fine of 
$50 per day for the first three days late and, 
thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not 
to exceed 25 percent of the total receipts or 
expenditures, whichever is greater, for the 
period covered by the late report However, for 
the reports immediately preceding the primary 
and general election, the fine shall be $500 per 
day for each late day, not to exceed 25 percent 
of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever 
is greater, for the period covered by the late 
report. For a candidate's termination report, 
the fine shall be $50 per day for each late day, 
not to exceed 25 per,cent of the total receipts 
or expenditures, whichever is greater for the 
period covered by the late report. All fines must 
be paid from the candidate's personal fonds -
not campaign funds 

(Section 106.07(2) and (8), FS) 

EXHIBIT o( (00£ bJ 47 

Waiver of Report 

In any reporting period during which a 
candidate has not received funds or made any 
expenditures, the filing of the required report 
for that period is waived; however, the 
candidate must indicate there is no activity by 
filing a waiver of report on the prescribed due 
date (Waivers filed with the Division must be 
filed using the EFS,) The next report filed must 
specify that the report covers the entire period 
between the last submitted report and the 
report being filed, 

(Section 10607, FS) 

incomplete Reports 

If a campaign treasurer files a report that is 
deemed incomplete, it shall be accepted on a 
conditional basis,, The campaign treasurer will 
be notified by the filing officer as to why the 
report is incomplete, The campaign treasurer 
must file an addendum to the incomplete 
report within seven days of notification The 
addendum must include all necessary 
information to complete the report 

(Section 106,07(2), FS) 

Reporting Total Sums 

Each campaign treasurer's report required by 
Chapter 106, F.S,, shall contain the total sums 
of all loans, in-kind contributions, and other 
receipts by or for such candidate, and total 
sums of all expenditures made by such 
candidate during the reporting period,, The 

reporting forms shall be designed to elicit 
separate totals for in-kind contributions, loans, 
and other receipts 

(Section 106,07, F5) 
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Create a New Report by Data Entry 

From the Welcome Screen, click • ~~§~~} and then 
Open New Report 

~ Electronic Filing System - Welcome 

<l\llsignOut 

•: !'-~.$> 

Click ~ii arrow next to Election Cycle Scroll to the cycle associated with the report you are 
entering 

Click ~I arrow next to Report Type and select the report type that corresponds to the 
appropriate cover period and due date 

The Cover Period dates will automatically fill in based on the Calendar of Election and 

Reporting Dates The end date can be changed for candidate termination reports .. 

EXHIBIT 4, (Sot.£L 12 



( 
' 

The Due Date will automatically fill in based on the Calendar of Election and Reporting 

Dates 

****NOTE**** 

If this report is a waiver of report (no activity), click the[] box next to Waiver .. 

Click ~J~-;;~~fi] at the bottom of the screen. A Report Detail screen (view only) will 

appear This screen will not indicate any activity until individual detail datCJ is entered, saved 

and a review is performed. 

#~~Jew ~~tus! §?t~;1;;ed-·-···---~--.i___~-~ 
:.'LaStRevie•N: :-------·-·---------·--- - .. ] 

. L.-·--------,c-

' -- _. __ .... _ .. L .... -- ·-· 
\:':· tffe~. 

- ·,:., ,\:'·•'" ,.,-, •' \.· .. ··'~' 

lw725/2ow-rt~~:~j~~~§~J1; 
. ·r Rli!Wew. 

·11essages-

,---··--·--·----·---· ... -, r······-·. --1 
Create~'. 110/26/2010 11:41:25 AM _J By:1soss2 _ Revised: 

13 



File the Report 

If the Review Status is Updated Detail - Needs Review the report has not been reviewed 
since the last update. (See page 38 for instructions on how to submit the report to the 
system for review.) 

If the status of the 

report is Complete 

Detail Records, you 

are ready to file the 

report. 

r--.,..----.-·--··-1 Click on : Go fo fi!eReport . 

The candidate enters his or her PIN, and then selects 

EXHIBIT 4 (6-ot-0) 44 
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If there is more than one treasurer, click on the drop down and select the treasurer that is 
filing the report 

The treasurer enters his or her PIN and then clicks Q~il'~~"ct'fl 

·h~,:fj,}~~;fi7::t·,Wjir.~~~-:7:7~.'f,~(·i < ; .. :~_ii.t:Z.:'.~~:: :::::.~[::..;; ;~.::;.': ·,~.:~::~'.{:f ¢"i~:~~~~~~:·::'..~'.3:~:~0t~-;·:~~;;;;;~:::l?t7, :: : -· 

••·· .. ' ;0r:t•.2@;IO;EI:~ >< ········.· •.. ~\>ve;~g~)"J'Tfdp: aqm>~Q~f~/2Q~O·/················ •.. ·.·•·· i• 

I fo Edit Report AgainSelect~<m@'li J ca~~~ [_ 1fUeReP;t--'j 
i 

!MPORTANT._NOTE.: If changes need to be made after a candidate enters his PIN, the 
treasurer must undo the candidate's PIN validation before the system will allow 
changes .. See page 48 for instructions .. 

45 



From: 07 /09j?015 11~09 #457 p 002/005 

·--·-·-----1 · ' . 

I WAIVER OF REPORT 

L OFFICE use ONL y 
..... ----··--"'~-·~"----

(Section 105.07(7), F.S .. ) 

(PLEASE TYPE) 

Richard Venerable West Melbourne Mayor ---·---.. --·----·----· .. -·--·-···---·- ··-----·--·-
Name Office Sought 

255 Bry Lynn Drive West Melbourne FL 32904 -----------·--·---· ·-----·····---·--
J\ddress City State Zip Code 

i?'J Candi<1ate [~~] Po!itica: Cornmit!ee [J Party Executive Corr1mittee 

NOTE: This form does not apply to ::.i:1 elE:ctionee:-ing co1nrnun:cation~ o~gar.iz~tion {EGO) /..,n ECO must file a report (not a 
waivct'i that no reporlab!e ;:.on~r.ibutons or exper:di?ures wf!?re made during ttie repoiiing period (s 106 0703(6), F S} 

.... --.. -·-·"··-·-"··-·~-··-·-················"-·~ ........ ¥ ....... ,_,.,,& ...... .,_ ............ -._ •••. - .. ··-··-¥"'-'''-"""'"""""'""''"'"''"''""'"'~-·.,··-··"""'"'-----· .. -·---·-··"''''"' 

0 Check here if address has changed since last report [J Check here if PC has DISBANDED and will no longer file 
ff~ports 

-----·----·""'-···-·············· .. -.-......................... ___ ............... ,_ ... _____ ,,,. .......... - ... -·-----·-··-----··------
TYPE. OF REPOR r (Check Appropriate Sox and Complete Applicable Lina beneath Box) 

Indicate r~poit # !ndicati;: 1"cpo11 # Indicate report ti Indicate report type and# 
as applicable: 

M.~- p 

i__I ifiRl~INA.T!ON REPORT [_l SPECtAL E•ECTJON 

NOTIFICA110N 01' MO ACTIV!fY lN CAMPAIGN ACCOUNT FOR THE RE?ORTING PERIOD OF 

03!01/201t:i THROUGH 03/31/2015 
---·-·· --·-·---··---- ·----~ .. ·• - . ·--·-.. -- -·-----···------···-----

x ~ /,/.'/ ,. ,·,, /\ ···---··-- --·----~y------.1-_. __ .-... ~ 

S1gnat~1r·~ Date 

x 
Date 

REQUIRED S!<~NATURES FC>f.:: Ca;·1dit.l;;te~: 
C:-;:r1cfr:i~.1!<~ :..i.n.:i Carni;aign r~·easui,;r :)! Sieputy 1 reasurer (s 106 07(5), F S) 

P:)~i!ical Cornrnittees 
:"' 1·::.;:ir•-n·?n ::ind r:~>rnpa:gn Trt"-a3::.er or 01~p~,1ty Tre~'lSL:rer (s 106 07(5) F S) 

Excclpt as notec above for 2;·· ECO in <lnJ ·ep~'.n_j~;~ p€\;:r;d ,.vt·:~n there Las be<.:"ri no (j':Li1.:1ty in the account (no funds expended or 
received) the fllin3 of the re~vi<ed re~ ::rt is 1_\ a:vcd. However tht~ fVng o!fk:er m::~.t be no!ifiea in writing on the prescribed 

repo'.'fing d.ate thst r"!O report is being fHec' -
._ _________ ._..._._ ____ ,,_,.. _______ _ 

os .. oe 87 (Rev os115) 
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---··----· 

STATEMENT OF 
CANDIDATE 

(Section 106 .. 023, F .S .. ) 

(Please print or type) 

I 
' 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

~------·--·· 

candidate for the office of _.rrll.1.. ...... \D_(~"--- ··-------

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes .. 

x &~---~----
Signature of CandidTe--

_(fDxc.bJ , d-o\f) 
Date 

Each candidate must file a statement with the qualifying officer within 1 O days after the 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository is filed. Willful 
failure to file this form is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign 
Financing Act which may result in a fine of up to $1,000, (ss 106.19(1)(c), 106..265(1), Florida 
Statutes) 

OS-DE 84 (05/11) 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
107 W. Gaines Street, 

Suite 224 Collins Building 
I allahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 
Fax: (850) 921-0783 

July 21, 2015 

Richard l Venerable 
255 Bry-Lynn Drive 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

RE: Case No.: FEC 15-344; Respondent: Richard J. Venerable 

Dear Mr Venerable: 

On May 13, 2015, the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging that you 
violated Florida's election laws I have reviewed the complaint and find that it contains one or 
more legally sufficient allegations The Commission staff will investigate the following alleged 
violation: 

Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the complaint, 
Respondent failed to notify the filing officer on the prescribed 
reporting date that no report would be filed on that date because it 
had not received fonds, made contributions, or expended reportable 
funds during the following reporting period: 

• 2015 M3 (March 2-March 31) 

You may respond to the allegation above by filing a notarized statement providing any 
information regarding the facts and circumstances surrounding the allegation Yom response 
will be included as an attachment to the investigator's 1eport 

When we conclude the investigation, a copy of the Report of Investigation will be mailed to you 
at the above address You may file a 1esponse to the report within 14 days fiom the date the 
report is mailed to you Based on the results of the investigation, legal staff will make a written 
recommendation to the Commission on whether there is probable cause to believe you have 
violated Chapter 104 or 106, Florida Statutes A copy of the Staff Recommendation will be 
mailed to you and you may file a response within 14 days from the date the recommendation is 
mailed to you Your timely filed response(s) will be considered by the Commission when 
determining probable cause 

The Commission will then hold a hearing to determine whether there is probable cause to believe 
you have violated Chapters 104 or 106, Florida Statutes You and the complainant will receive a 

ComOI I (10/07) 



notice of hearing at least 14 days before the hearing The notice of hearing will indicate the 
location, date, and time of your hearing.. You will have the opportunity to make a brief oral 
statement to the Commission, but you will not be permitted to testify or call others to testify, or 
introduce any documentary 01 other evidence. · 

At any time befo1e a probable cause finding, you may notify us in writing that you want to enter 
into negotiations directed towards reaching a settlement via consent agreement 

The Report of Investigation, Staff Recommendation, and Notice of Hearing will be mailed 
to the above address as this letter. Therefore, if your address changes, you must notify this 
office of your new address, Otherwise, you may not receive these important documents. 
Failure to receive the documents will not delay the probable cause hearing. 

Under section 106 25, Florida Statutes, complaints, Commission investigations, investigative 
reports, and other documents relating to an alleged violation of Chapters 104 and 106, Florida 
Statutes, are confidential until the Commission finds probable cause 01 no probable cause The 
confidentiality provision does not apply to the person filing the complaint However, it does 
apply to you unless you waive confidentiality in writing The confidentiality provision does not 
preclude you from seeking legal counsel. However, if you retain counsel, your attorney must file 
a notice of appearance with the Commission before any member of the Commission staff can 
discuss this case with him or her 

If you have any questions or need additional info1mation, please contact Cedric Oliver, the 
investigator assigned to this case 

AMI/em 

Como 11 (8/08) 

Sincerely, 

Amy McKeever I oman 
Executive Di1ecto1 



STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
Telephone Number: (850) 922-4539 
· www.fec.state.fl.us 

CONFIDENTIAL COMPLAINT FORM 

1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

i?EC2fVED 

te/5 liAY 1.3 p 12: SI 
~--··,·- . .,·.~-~···""-, 

Name: Sue Frank, City Clerk 

Address: 2240 Minton Road 

Work Phone: ~837-7774 

Home Phone: L_) ___ _ 

City: West Melbourne County: Brevard State: FL Zip Code: _3_2_9_0_4 __ _ 

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT: 

A person can be an individual, political committee, committee of continuous existence, political pa1ty, 
electioneering communication organization, club, co1poration, paitnership, company, association, or any 
other type of organization.. (If you intend to name more than one individual 01 entity, please file multiple 
complaints.) 

Name of individual or entity: _R_i_c_h_a_rd_J_ .. V_e_n_e_ra_b_l_e _____________ _ 

Address: 255 Bry-Lynn Drive Phone: ~213-3558 

City: West Melbourne County: Brevard State: FL Zip Code: 32904 ------
Ifindividual is a candidate, list the office 01 position sought: Mayor of West Melbourne 

Have you filed this complaint with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) D Yes Ill No 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATION(S): . 

Please list the provisi6ns of Th~ Florida Election Code that you believe the person named above may have 
violated The Commissi9n h11s ill!isdiction only to investigation the following provisions: Chapte1 104, 
Chapter 106, and Section 105 .. 071, Florida Statutes Also, please include: 

./ The facts and actions that you believe suppo1t the violations you allege, 

./ The names and telephone numbers of persons you believe may be witnesses to the facts, 
,( A copy 01 picture of the political adve1tisements you mention in your statement, 
./ A copy of the documents you mention in you1 statement, and 
./ Other evidence that suppo1ts your allegations. 

Pursuant to Florida Statutes 106 .. 07(8)(d) Mr .. Venerable has not submitted a Campaign Finance 

contribution/expenditure report, or a Waiver of Report for the period covering March 2, 2015 

(date of DS-DE 9 form) through March 31, 2015. On April 15, 2015 (after the five day waiting 

period to see if the report was sent by U.S. P S and postmarked by April 10, 2015) I mailed a 

letter to Mr .. Venerable informing him that I had not received the necessary report On 

April 24, 2015 I mailed a certified/return receipt letter to Mr .. Venerable informing him 

that I still had not received the report and informing him that I must receive the report 
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within three days from receipt of the certified letter. The certified letter notification was received in my office 

on April 29, 2015 showing the letter was signed for on April 27, 2015. On May 4, 2015 at 12:14 p.m. I spoke to 

Mr. Venerable on the phone explaining I had not received his report. He stated he had been out of town but 

thought the report had been submitted .. He would check and get back in touch with me. 

Today is May 7, 2015 at 2:51 p.m. and Mr. Venerable has not spoken to me or submitted his report that was 

due on April 10, 2015. 

Additional materials attached (check one)? llJY es ON o 

4. OATH 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF Brevard -----------
I swear or affirm, that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

~~cu; ·t,~-------
Origina1 Signature of Person Bringing Complaint 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this __ 7_th __ day of 

May 20 15 

(Print. Type, or Stamp Comtnissioned Name of Notary Public) 

Personally known .X Or Produced Identification --- ---
Type of Identification Produced. ________ _ 

Any person who files a complaint while knowing that the allegations are false or without merit commits a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in Sections 775.082 and 775 .083, Florida Statutes. 
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MAYOR 
Ha1 J. Rose 

DEPUIYMAYOR 
Bill Mettrick 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Pat Bentley 

Stephany Eley 
Barbara A Smith 

John "Coach" Tice 
Andrea Young 

West Melbourne 

April 15, 2015 

Mr. Richard J Venerable 
255 Bry-Lynn Drive 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

Dear Mr. Venerable: 

FLORIDA ------------· 

City Council/Clerk Department 
Sue Frank, City Clerk 

CITY HALL 
2240 Minton Road 

West Melbourne, FL 32904 
Phone: (321) 837-7774 
Fax: (321) 768-2390 

www.westmelboume.org 

Your campaign treasurer's report, which was due on April 10, 2015, covering the period running from 
March 2, 2015 through March 31, 2015 has not been received This report needs to be submitted 
immediately .. 

Section 106 .07(8)(b ), Florida Statutes, provides for a fine of $50 per day for the first three days a 
report is late and, thereafter $500 per day, although a fine cannot exceed 25% of the total receipts or 
expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. Please note that for the 
report immediately preceding the general election, the fine shall be $500 per day for each late day, 
not to exceed 25 % of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered 
by the late report. For 90 day termination reports, the fine is $50 per day for each late day, not to 
exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the 
late report. 

The statute also allows for appeal of the fine.. The statute states: 

"Any candidate or chair of a political committee may appeal or dispute the fine, based upon, 
but not limited to, unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file on the designated 
due date, and may request and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Florida Elections 
Commission, which shall have the authority to waive the fine in whole or in part. The Florida 
Elections Commission must consider the mitigating and aggravating circumstances 
contained in s .. 106..265(1) when determining the amount of a fine, if any, to be waived .. Any 
such request shall be made within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment due .. In 
such case, the candidate or chair of the political committee shall, within the 20-day period, 
notify the filing officer in writing of his or her intention to bring the matter before the 
commission " 

Once your report has been received, fees may be assessed as per Section 106 .07(8)(b ), Florida 
Statutes .. All fines must be paid from the candidate's personal funds. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 321-837-7774. 

Sincerely, 

~~On}_ 
Sue Frank, CMG 
City Clerk 



MAYOR 
Hal.J Rose 

DEPUTY MAYOR 
Bill Mettrick 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Pat Bentley 

Stephany Eley 
Barbara A Smith 

John "Coach"' Tice 
Andrea Young 

April 24, 2015 

West Melbourne 
FLORIDA 

City Council/Clerk Department 
Sue Frank, City Clerk 

CITY HALL 
2240 Minton Road 

West Melbourne, FL 32904 
Phone: (321) 837··7774 

Fax: (321) 768 .. 2390 
www.westmelboumeorg 

Mr. Richard J Venerable 
255 Bry-Lynn Drive CERTIFIED/RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
West Melbourne, FL 32904 

Dear Mr .. Venerable: 

On April 15, 2015 I had sent you notice that the campaign treasurer's report, which was due on April 
10, 2015, covering the period running from March 2, 2015 through March 31, 2015 had not been 
received .. As of today, this report still has not been received. Your report is required to be filed within 
three (3) days from receipt of this letter. 

Section 106 .. 07(8)(b ), Florida Statutes, provides for a fine of $50 per day for the first three days a 
report is late and, thereafter $500 per day, although a fine cannot exceed 25% of the total receipts or 
expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. Please note that for the 
report immediately preceding the general election, the fine shall be $500 per day for each late day, 
not to exceed 25 % of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered 
by the late report.. For 90 day termination reports, the fine is $50 per day for each late day, not to 
exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the 
late report .. 

The statute also allows for appeal of the fine. The statute states: 

"Any candidate or chair of a political committee may appeal or dispute the fine, based upon, 
but not limited to, unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file on the designated 
due date, and may request and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Florida Elections 
Commission, which shall have the authority to waive the fine in whole or in part .. The Florida 
Elections Commission must consider the mitigating and aggravating circumstances 
contained ins .. 106..265(1) when determining the amount of a fine, if any, to be waived. Any 
such request shall be made within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment due .. In 
such case, the candidate or chair of the political committee shall, within the 20-day period, 
notify the filing officer in writing of his or her intention to bring the matter before the 
commission" 

Once your report has been received, this office will notify you of the specific amount of your fine. All 
fines must be paid from the candidate's personal funds 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 321-837-7774. 

sS~~y, '-iA_ryJf:_ 
Sue Frank, CMC 
City Clerk 
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