
STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECIIONS COMMISSION 

In Re: Adam A. Cedrati 

TO: Robe1t H. Fernandez, Esquire 
ROIG Lawyers 
500 S Dixie Highway, Suite 302 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 

Case No,: FEC 14-316 

Jose Carillo 
Add1ess Unknown 

NOIICE OF HEARING (CONSENT ORDER) 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on August 26, 2015, at 8:30 am, or as 
soon thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Senate Office Building, Room 110-S, 404 South 
Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399 .. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing 
Continuances wi!l be granted only upon a showing of good cause. 

This hearing wi!l be conducted pursuant to Section I 06 25, Flotida Statutes, which governs your participation as 
follows: 

If you ar·e the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 
case to the Commission. However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission 
requests that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission In 
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case 
be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections 
Commission on this date As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the 
hearings on other confidential cases. 

The Commission will electronically record the meeting. Although the Commission's recording is considered the 
official record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the 
hearing. 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-45 39 or by mail at I 07 
West Gaines Street, T'he Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing 

See further instructions on the reverse side., 

NOH 
FEC #14-316 

/l.trty :M.CKeever 'Toman 
Executive Director 
F !or ida Elections Commission 
August 11, 2015 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Florida Elections Commission, 
Petitionel', 

v. 
Agency Case No.: FEC 14-316 
F.O. No.: FOFEC <#> 

Adam A. Cedrati, 
Respondent. 

CONSENT ORDER 

Respondent, Adam A Cedrati, and the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) 

ag1ee that this Consent Order resolves all of the issues between the paities in this case. The 

paities jointly stipulate to the following facts, conclusions oflaw, and orde1 .. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1 On April 9, 2015, the staff of the Commission issued a Staff Recommendation, 

recommending to the Commission that there was probable cause to believe that Respondent 

violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes 

2 On May 20, 2015, the Commission entered an Order of P10bable Cause finding 

that there was probable cause to charge the Respondent with the following violation: 

Count 1: 

On or about January 16, 2013, Adam A Cedrati violated Section 
106.07(5), Floiida Statutes, when he ce1tified that the campaign's 
2013 TR-MS Repo1t was true, correct, and complete when it was 
not 

3.. Respondent expressed a desire to enter into negotiations directed towaid reaching 
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a consent agreement 

4 Respondent and staff stipulate to the following facts: 

A Respondent was the treasurer for Mayor Carlos A Gimenez, a 2012 
candidate for re-election to the office of Mayor of Miami-Dade County 

B Respondent ce1tified that the campaign's 2013 IR-MS Report was true, 
cmrect, and complete when it was not. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

5.. The Commission has jmisdiction over the parties to and subject matter of this 

cause, pursuant to Section 106.26, Florida Statutes .. 

6.. This consent order was executed prior to an informal hearing in this matter; 

therefore, a determination as to willfulness on the part of Respondent has not been made 

7 The Commission staff and the Respondent stipulate that although the violations 

charged in the Order of Probable Cause may not have been knowingly committed all elements of 

the violations can be proven by elem and convincing evidence 

ORDER 

8.. Respondent and the staff of the Commission have entered into this Consent Order 

voluntarily and upon advice of counsel. 

9.. Respondent shall bear his own attorney's foes and costs that are in anyway 

associated with this case .. 

10. The Commission will consider the Consent Orde1 at its next available meeting. 

11 Respondent voluntarily waives the right to any further proceedings under 

Chapters 104, 106, and 120, Florida Statutes, and the right to appeal the Consent Order. 

12 This Consent Order is enforceable under Sections 106..265 and 120 .. 69, Flmida 

Statutes. Respondent expressly waives any venue privileges and agrees that if enforcement of 

this Consent Order is necessary, venue shall be in Leon County, Fl01ida, and Respondent shall be 

Consent Order-Post PC 
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responsible for all fees and costs associated with enforcement 

13 If the Commission does not receive the signed Consent Order and the penalty by 

July 10, 2015, the staffwithdraws this offer of settlement and will proceed with the case .. 

14.. Payment of the civil penalty by cashier's check, or money order, good for at 

least 120 days, or attorney trust account check, is a condition precedent to the Commission's 

consideration of the Consent Order .. 

PENALTY 

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing facts and conclusions oflaw, the Commission 

finds that the Respondent has violated Section 106 07(5), Florida Statutes, and imposes a fine of 

$300 

Iheiefore it is 

ORDERED that the Respondent shall remit to the Commission a civil penalty in the 

amount of $300, inclusive of fees and costs. The civil penalty shall be paid cashier's check or 

money order, good for at least 120 days, or attorney trust account check. The civil penalty shall 

be payable to the Florida Elections Commission, 107 West Gaines S!ieet, Collins Building, Suite 

224, I allahassee, Florida, 32399-1050 

Respondent hereby agrees and consents to the terms of this Consent Order on 

-~~~Li~/ y'f---6"d~f>_·-i_J... ___ , 2015 .. 

Il)iJJeCe.z, Esquire 
Zumpano Castro, LLC 
500 S Dixie Highway, Suite 302 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 
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Commission staff hereby agrees and consents to the teims of this Consent Order on 

__ J_....;_\'-11--"'-2'_.;?-::"-----'' 2015 

~D...~~ ~c(;Jingha 
Assistant Geneial Counse 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street 
The Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 

Approved by the Florida Elections Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting held 

on August 18 & 19, 2015 in Tallahassee, Floiida. 

Chairman 
Florida Elections Commission 

Copies furnished to: 
Stephanie J Cunningham, Assistant General Counsel 
Robe1t H. Fernandez, Attorney for Respondent 
Jose Carillo, Complainant 

Consent Order -Post PC 
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,Sabadell United Bank 
P.O. BOX 5460 _,, 
_Hi<J:leah FL 33014 

. · oATE· .July 20.,. 201~. 
' .. "" - -- .'\' 

· Pay'to the or<ler ot 
,_,, •c - '" 

. **:J<FLORIDA ELECi rbri~ cor-it~ISSIPN*i:t 
' -

THE SUM.OF THREE 'HUNDRED DOLL.ARS AND ZERO , CENTS 
' 

·'MEMO ***ADAM A CEDR8TI*** 
%;l<AGENC'1' CASE NO. FEbi4·-316** 

• 

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS 
6_3-964/670 In tile event this cheek is lost, misplaced or stoletl 

the purdlase.of an IOOemMy bond for twice 11\e -- · -
.emovnt of tile (:beck. or a <lcdara~on Of Joss and 90 . ~:~~may be fC<lui.~ bef0<0 it Is replaced 

Serial No .. 13~.005 
lssuecl in us Dollars 

$ *********300 .. oo 

-----·----------~ 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Florida Elections Commission, 
Petitioner, 

S-T·~·, 

~LECT 

Case No.: FEC 14-.316 
v. 

Adam A. Cedrati, 
Respondent. 

ORDER OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

THIS MATTER was heard by the Florida Elections Commission (Commission) at its 

regularly scheduled meeting on May 20, 2015, in Tallahassee, Florida .. 

Based on the Complaint, Report of Investigation, Staffs Recommendation, and oral 

statements (if any) made at the probable cause hearing, the Commission finds that there is 

probable cause to charge Respondent with the following violation(s): 

Count 1: 

On or about January 16, 2013, Adam A Cedrati violated Section 
106.07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign's 
2013 TR-MS Report was trne, conect, and complete when it was 
not 

DONE AND ORDERED by the Florida Elections Commission on May 20, 2015. 

P:/Order of Probable Cause docx (07/14) 
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Copies furnished to: 
Stephanie J Cunningham, Assistant General Counsel 
Robert H. Fernandez, Attorney for Respondent 
Jose Carillo, Complainant 

As the Respondent, you may elect to resolve this case in several ways .. First, you may elect to 
resolve this case by consent order where you and Commission staff agree to resolve the 
violation(s)s and agree to the amount of the fine The consent order is then presented to the 
Commission for its app10val To discuss a consent order, contact the FEC attorney identified in 
the Order of Probable Cause 

Second, you may request an informal hearing held before the Commission, if you do not dispute 
any material fact in the Staff Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Order of 
Probable Cause is filed with the Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order was 
filed appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order At the hearing, you 
will have the right to make written or oral arguments to the Commission concerning the legal 
issues related to the violation(s) and the potential fine.. At the request of Respondent, the 
Commission will consider and determine willfulness at an informal hearing.. Otherwise, live 
witness testimony is unnecessary 

Third, you may request a formal hearing held before an administrative law judge in the Division 
of Administrative Hearings (DOAH), if you dispute any material fact in the Staff 
Recommendation. You have 30 days f10m the date the Order of Probable Cause is filed with the 
Commission to request such a hearing The date this order was filed appears in the upper right­
hand corner of the first page of the order At the hearing, you will have the right to present 
evidence relevant to the violation(s) listed in this 01der, to cross-examine opposing witnesses, to 
impeach any witness, and to rebut the evidence presented against you .. 

If you do not elect to resolve the case by consent order or request a formal hearing at the DOAH 
or an informal hearing before the Commission within 30 days of the date this Order of P10bable 
Cause is filed with the Commission, the case will be sent to the Commission for a formal or 
informal hearing, depending on whether the facts are in dispute The date this order was filed 
appears in the upper right-hand comer of the first page of the order. 

To request a hearing, please send a written request to the Commission Clerk, Donna Ann 
Malphurs.. The address of the Commission Clerk is 107 W Gaines Street, Collins Building, 
Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 .. The telephone number is (850) 922-4539 .. The 
Clerk will provide you with a copy of Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code, and other 
applicable rules upon request No mediation is available 

P:/Ordcr of Probable Cause docx (07 /l 4) 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

In Re: Adam A. Cedrati 

TO: Robert H. Fernandez, Esquire 
ROIG Lawyers 
500 S Dixie Highway, Suite 302 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 

I 
Case No.: FEC 14-316 

Jose Carillo 
9313 SW 130th Street 
Miami, FL 33176 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION) 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on May 20, 2015, at 11:00 am, m as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 1940 
North Monroe Street, Tallahassee FL 32399. 

Failure to apperu in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing 
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause .. 

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as 
follows: 

you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to p1ese11t you1 
case to the Commission However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission 
requests that your case be considered separately on the day ofthe hearing, your case will not be individually heard 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission In 
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case 
be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections 
Commission on this date As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the 
hear in gs on other confidential cases .. 

The Commission will electronically record the meeting. Although the Commission's recording is considered the 
official record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the 
hearing 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at I 07 
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing 

See further instructions on the reverse side. 

NOH 
FEC #r4-316 

Jl"!'l :MCKeever<Toman 
Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 
May 5, 2015 



Please 1efer to the info1mation below for fi.11ther instructions related to yom paiticulai heaiing: 

If this is a heaiing to conside1 an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine 
on you for your failure to file a campaign treasure1 's repo1t on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, 
you have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the repo1t was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there 
were unusual circumstances that excused the failme to file the repo1t timely You are required to prnve your 
case.. If the Commission finds that the repo1t was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in pait The Commission may reduce a fine afte1 
considering the facto1s in Section I 06 265, Florida Stat1,1tes. If the Commission finds that the repo1t was not 
timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld 

If this is a hea1ing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has 
been made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or 1~ject the consent order.. If the Commission 
accepts the consent order, the case will be closed and become public.. If the Commission rejects the consent 
orde1 or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent Oider, the case will remain confidential, unless 
confidentiality has been waived .. 

If this is a hearing to conside1 a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whethe1 to accept or r~ject the consent 0Ide1.. If the Commission accepts 
the consent 01de1, the case will be closed If the Commission r{'.jects the consent 01de1 or does not make a 
decision to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another heaiing to determine if . . . 

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is prnbable cause to believe that 
the Respondent committed a violation of Florida's election laws.. Respondent should be prepared to explain 
how the staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.. Respondent may not 
testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing 
The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the 
Commission determines whether a violation has occurred 01 a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an 
oppo1tunity for another heaiing at which evidence may be introduced. 

If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120..569 and 12057(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-L004, Florida Administrative Code At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whethe1 the Respondent committed the violation(s) chaiged in the 01de1 of P1obable 
Cause .. The Respondent will be pe1mitted to testify However the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify .. 

Respondent may a1gue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Prnbable Cause.. At Respondent's request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent's actions in the case were willfol The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, 
he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing A financial 
affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk. 
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In Re: Adam A. Cedrati 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Case No.: FEC 14-316 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 

Pursuant to Section I 06.25( 4 )( c ), Florida Statutes, undersigned staff counsel files this 
wiitten recommendation for disposition of the sworn complaint in this case recommending that 
there is probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Section 106.07(5), Florida 
Statutes, and that there is no probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Sections 
106.11(4), 106.19(1)(c), and 106.19(1)(d) Florida Statutes. Based upon a thorough review of 
the Report of Investigation submitted on March 11, 2015, the following facts and law support 
this staff recommendation: 

I. On September 26, 2014, the Florida Elections Commission (''Commission") 
received a sworn complaint from Jose Carillo ("Complainant"), alleging that Adam A Cedrati 
("Respondent") violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes 

2 Respondent was the treasurer for Mayor Carlos A Gimenez, a 2012 candidate for 
re-election to the office of Mayor of Miami-Dade County (Attachment A) 

J. By letter dated January 22, 2015, the Executive Director notified Respondent that 
Commission staff would investigate the following statutory provisions: 

Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, campaign 
treasurer for the 2012 re-election campaign of Mayor Carlos 
Giminez, certified that the campaign's ~pl 3 TR-MS report was 
true, correct, and complete when it was not, as alleged in the 
complaint. 

Section 106.11(4), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the complaint, 
Respondent, campaign treasurer for the 2012 re-election campaign 
of Mayor Carlos Giminez, incuned one or more expenses for the 
purchase of goods or services, without sufficient fonds on deposit 
in the primary depository account 

Section 106,.19(l)(c), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the 
complaint, Respondent, campaign treasurer for the 2012 re­
election campaign of Mayor Carlos Giminez, falsely reported or 
deliberately failed to include information required by Chapter I 06, 
Florida Statutes 

Staff Recommendation FEC 14~316 
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Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the 
complaint, Respondent, campaign treasurer for the 2012 re­
election campaign of Mayor Carlos Giminez, made or authorized 
one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Flmida 
Statutes. 

4.. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida's election laws by issuing 
campaign checks totaling $1,200 which were returned due to insufficient funds, by making or 
authorizing one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, by certifying 
that the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report was tlue, correct, and complete when it was not, and by 
falsely reporting or deliberately failing to include information required by Chapter 106, Florida 
Statutes, in the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report (ROI Exhibit 1)1 

Alleged Violation: Section 106.11( 4), Florida Statutes 

5. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida's election laws by issuing 
campaign checks totaling $1,200 which were returned due to insufficient fonds 

6.. The campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report reflects an expenditure to "Returned 
Checks" for the pmpose of "non-sufficient fonds/information requested" on October 1, 2012, in 
the amount of $1,200 00 .. (ROI Exhibit 1, page 1) 

7.. Respondent stated that this allegation is based upon Complainant's inco11ect 
interpretation of the returned checks expenditure on the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report. 
Respondent alleged that the campaign account had sufficient fonds on deposit to pay all 
expenditures incuned during the campaign. (ROI Exhibit 2, page 1) 

8 Respondent stated that the returned checks expenditure represents the total 
amount of contributions reported in prior campaign treasurer's reports that were never deposited 
into the campaign's bank account because either the checks bounced due to insufficient funds on 
the pait of the contributor or the credit card payments did not properly process through the online 
vendor. (ROI Exhibit 4, pages 2 & 5) 

9. Respondent also stated that the campaign received three checks that were reported 
as contributions but ultimately returned due to insufficient fonds. Respondent stated that he 
disclosed the returned checks expenditure so that the campaign's termination report reflected a 
zero balance at the close of the campaign (ROI Exhibit 5, page 1; ROI Exhibit 6, page 1) 

10 The campaign's bank records show several deposit items as being returned. The 
records do not appear to show any debit or check transactions as being returned due to 
insufficient fonds. It also does not appear that the bank assessed any insufficient funds or 
overdraft foes against the account. (ROI Exhibit 3) 

1 The Report of Investigation is referred to herein as "ROI " 

Staff Recommendation FEC 14-316 2 



/ 

1. 

11.. It appears that Respondent did not authorize expenses or sign checks drawn on the 
campaign depository without sufficient fonds on deposit to pay the full amount of the auth01ized 
expenses .. 

Alleged Violation: Section 106.19( d), Florida Statutes 

12 Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida's election laws by making 
or authorizing one or m01e expenditures p10hibited by Chapte1 106, Florida Statutes 
Complainant's allegation is based solely upon Complainant's contention that Respondent issued 
campaign checks totaling $1,200 which were returned due to insufficient funds .. Based upon the · 
above analysis, it does not appear that Respondent made or authoiized one or more expenditures 
p10hibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes .. 

Alleged Violation: Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes 

13 Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida's election laws by 
certifying that the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report was true, correct, and complete when it was 
not 

14 The campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report reflects an expenditure to "Returned 
Checks" for the purpose of "non-sufficient funds/information requested" on October 1, 2012, in 
the amount of$1,200.00 (ROI Exhibit 1, page 1) 

15.. On January 24, 2013, the Miami-Dade County Supervis01 of Elections mailed 
Respondent a letter regarding the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report The letter requested that 
Respondent amend the report regarding the returned checks expenditure to add a complete 
address and a specific purpose (Attachment B) 

16 The Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections called Respondent regarding the 
incomplete repo1t and was advised that the returned checks expenditure was due to three checks 
that were rep01ted as contributions in prior repo1ts that were ultimately returned due to 
insufficient funds .. Respondent stated that he contacted the bank regarding the three checks but 
had not received a response .. Respondent stated that he disclosed the returned checks expenditure 
so that the campaign's termination report reflected a ze10 balance at the close of the campaign .. 
Based upon Respondent's statements the Miami-Dade County Supervis01 of Elections accepted 
the report as complete.. It should be noted that Respondent did not mention the possibility that 
the $1,200 returned checks expenditure was due to multiple credit card contributions that failed 
to process .. (ROI Exhibit 5, page I; ROI Exhibit 6, page I; and ROI Exhibit 7, page 2) 

17 Respondent stated that the campaign could not identify $1,200 in credit card 
contributions that did not p10perly process through the online vendor. (ROI Exhibit 2, page 2) 
Respondent also stated that the campaign received over 2,600 cont1ibutions, including 314 c1edit 
card contributions, and iaised over $ J ,000,000 .. Respondent stated that some of the c1edit card 
contributions were not processed due to insufficient funds or a glitch with the online vendor, and 
that some of the check contributions were returned due to insufficient funds Respondent stated 
that it was not practical or cost effective to identify the contributions that were never 1eceived 
Respondent stated that he reported the overstatement of contributions as the 1etumed checks 

Staff Recommendation FEC 14-316 3 
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expenditure because he was advised to do so by the Miami-Dade County Supervisor of 
Elections (ROI Exhibit 4, pages 2, 4-5) 

18.. When a treasmer determines that a contribution check was retmned or a credit 
card payment did not process due to insufficient funds the treasmer is required to report the 
retmned item as a negative contribution. (Attachment C) The item must be disclosed on the 
campaign treasurer's report which coincides with the retmn date of the item. When several items 
are returned within the same day or repo1ting period each item must be disclosed separately. 

19. It appears that Respondent ce1tified that the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report was 
trne, conect, and complete when it was not Respondent disclosed multiple bounced checks and 
failed credit card payments in differing amounts from different individuals and/01 entities as a 
single expenditure when no expenditme took place .. The checks and credit card payments should 
have been disclosed separately as negative contributions on the campaign treasurer's repo1t(s) 
that coincided with the date the items we1e returned 

Alleged Violation: Section 106.J9(l)(c), Florida Statutes 

20.. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida's election laws by falsely 
1eporting or deliberately failing to include information required by Chapter I 06, Florida Statutes, 
in the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report 

21 While it does appear that the returned items were inconectly disclosed on the 
campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report, it does not appear that Respondent deliberately failed to 
include info1mation or falsely reported information on the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report, 
when Respondent reported the returned checks expenditme Respondent communicated with the 
Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections' office regarding the returned checks expenditme 
and the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Rep01t was accepted As such, it does not appear that 
Respondent deliberately falsely reported contributions and expenditures 

22.. "Probable Cause" is defined as reasonable grounds of suspicion supported by 
circumstances sufficiently strong to warrant a cautious person in the belief that the person has 
committed the offense charged Schmitt v State, 590 So 2d 404, 409 (Fla 1991). Probable 
cause exists where the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator] has reasonably 
trustworthy information, are sufficient in themselves for a reasonable man to reach the 
conclusion that an offense has been committed Department of Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles v. Favino, 667 So 2d 305, 309 (Fla .. !st DCA 1995). 

23 The facts set forth above show that Respondent was the treasurer for Mayor 
Carlos A Gimenez, a 2012 candidate for re-election to the office of Mayor of Miami-Dade 
County. The campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report reflects an expenditme to ''Returned Checks" for 
the purpose of "non-sufficient fonds/information requested" on October I, 2012, in the amount 
of $1,200 00 The campaign's bank rec01ds do not appear to show any debit or check 
transactions as being returned due to insufficient fonds and Respondent denies that the account 
had insufficient funds at any point dming the campaign Therefore, it appears that Respondent 
did not authorize expenses or sign checks drawn on the campaign depository without sufficient 
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funds on deposit to pay the full amount of the auth01ized expenses .. Therewith, it does not appeai 
that Respondent made 01 authorized one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes 

24 It appeais that Respondent certified that the campaign's 2013 TR-MS Report was 
true, co11ect, and complete when it was not as Respondent disclosed multiple bounced checks 
and failed credit caid payments in differing ainounts from different individuals and/or entities as 
a single expenditure when no expenditure took place .. It does not appeai, however, that 
Respondent deliberately falsely reported contributions and expenditures 

Based upon these facts and circumstances, I recommend that the Commission find no 
probable cause to chaige Respondent with violating Sections 106.11(4), 106 19(l)(c), and 
106J 9(1 )( d), Florida Statutes, and find probable cause to chaige Respondent with violating the 
following: 

Count 1: 

On 01 about January 16, 2013, Adam A Cedrati violated Section 
106 .. 07(5), Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign's 
2013 TR-MS Report was true, conect, and complete when it was 
not 

Respectfolly submitted on April _1_, 2015 

Assistant General Counsel 

I reviewed this Staff Recommendation this qtvJday of April 2015 

Staff Recommendation FEC 14-316 5 
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Attachment 2 

APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER RECEIVED 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 

DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 2012 JAN· 9 AM 10: 02 (Section 106 .. 021(1), F S) 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
, •. i•.1.: Uf\i.it CUUN i Y 

ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT 

NOTE: This form must be on file with the qualifying 
officer before opening the campaign account. OFFICE USE ONLY 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 

D Initial Filing of Form Re-filing to Change: [2J Treasurer/Deputy O Depository D Office D Party 

2 Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 3 Address (include post office box or street, city, state, zip 

Carlos A Gimenez 
code) 

-·-- 4061 South Lejeune Road 
4. Telephone 5. E-mail address Miami, FL 33146 
(305 ) 814-8435 gimenez4mayor@gmail com 

-· --· 
6 Office sought (include district, circuit, group number) 7. If a candidate for a nonpartisan office, check if 

Mayor - Miami-Dade County applicable: 

D My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate 
--··-· -- ·----· ·-··--·-··-···-

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill in name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

D Write-In D No Party Affiliation D Party candidate 

9. I have appointed the following person to act as my [8J Campaign Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer 
-· . - ----·-··--· -· 1 O Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

Adam A Cedrati 
·-· --- - ---

11 Mailing Address 12 Telephone 

1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1400 ( 305 ) 371··6200 ·--- . ·-·-
13 City 14 County 15. State 16 Zip Code 17 E-mail address 

Miami Miami-Dade Florida 33131 acedrati@mallahfurman.com 

18 I have designated the following bank as my Q5) Primary Depository D Secondary Depository 
··-· --

19. Name of Bank 20. Address 

Sabadell United National Bank, N.A. 1111 Brickell Avenue, 29th Floor 
·--·--

21. City 22. County 23 State 24 Zip Code 

Miami Miami-Dade Florida 33131 
' 

UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE. 

-· -
25. Date ~an~idate /7 

/1 28- 2...c(t A'.,,.,, ·--:;-

27 Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in the blanks and chelcJ)the appropriate block) 

I, -- Adam A Cedrati , do hereby accept the appointment 
(Please Print or Type Name) 

designated above as: [8J Campaign Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer 

/I <:9- 'i ·.!)()I I x ~ Al' 
Date §i@f'a!ure of l;ampaign Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

DS-DE 9(Rev .. 10/10) 

~~~~-~~A~-~~ . .,~I\ 
Rule 18-2 .. 0001, F.AC .. 

~-~-·----·-.. -·-----'--



miamidade .. gov 

January 24, 2013 

Mr. Adam A. Cedrati 

( ( 

1001 Brickell Bay Driver, Suite 1400 
Miami, FL 33131 

Dear Mr Cedrati, 

INCOMPLETE NOTICE 
Carlos Gimenez 

TR-MS-12 Original Campaign Treasurer's Report 
Due Date: 1 /16/2013 

Period Covered: 10/1/2012--1/16/2013 

Attachment 7 

Elections 
2700 NW 87th Avenue 

Miami, Florida 33172 
T 305-499-8683 F 305-499··8547 

TTY: 305-499-8480 

The TR-MS-12 Original Campaign Treasurer's Report filed with our office was submitted on 1/1612013 and 
does not comply with the requirements of Florida Statute 106 07(2) for the following reason(s): 

• Expenditures: Sequence #7 needs a complete address and a specific purpose .. 

As such, you are required to provide the information necessary to complete the report within seven (7) 
days of your receipt of this notice Please submit an amended report addressing these matters on the 
Elections Department website at www.miamidade.gov/elections/campaignreports Failure to file a complete 
report constitutes a violation of Chapter 106, Election Laws of the State of Florida 

To assist you with submitting an amendment report correctly, please review section 5 1 of the Candidate 
Qualifying Handbook located on our website at http://www.miarnidade.gov/elections/qual-handbook.asp 
Instructions for amending reports begin on page 3'7 

If you have any questions, please contact Christina White, Deputy Supervisor of Elections, at 305-499-8403 

.. S.incerty, 

( __ ·.· -(;····p\7{ ____ .... ~ 
. / .··· ·~-- , ,, 

Renelope Townsley 
.Supervisor of Elections 

Enclosure 

C: Carlos Gimenez 

Certified No: 7008 1830 0003 9579 4912 



( Attachment 7 
--·-··------------

Miami· Dade County Elections Department 
Guidelines to Successful Campaign Treasurer's Reports 

(Per Chapter 106, Florida Statutes) 
·----·----------- - -------------·-----·--------------

Contributions 
- All Contributions must have complete itemized 

information including the date, name, complete address, 
occupation (If over $100 00) and dollar amount 

- Contributions entered must fall within the time period 
covered by the report. 

- Contributions to candidates are limited to $500 per 
election, per person There is no contribution limit for 
political committees supporting or opposing only Issues 
The maximum cash contribution per election is $50 .00 

-· For reporting purposes, a credit card, debit card, money 
order, or Paypal contribution is considered a check and it 
has a limit of $500 00 

- A cashier's check Is reported as cash and it has a limit of 
$50.00 
Contributions collected via Paypal or a third-party vendor 
to collect contributions must be reported in full 
(transaction fees are not deducted from the contribution 
amount, but rather reflected as an expenditure) 

- Occupation needs to be specific. Do not use 
Businessman/woman, Business Owner, Sales, 
Salesman/woman,'' etc Examples of acceptable 
occupations include Car Sales, Printing Shop Owner, Bank 
Manager, Attorney, etc 

- The person signing the check is the contributor, except 
for a company check that is a "Business" entity 

- In kind contributions are also limited to $500 per 
election, per person 

Expenditures 

···· Ail expenditures must have complete itemized 
information including the date, name, complete address, 
purpose of expenditure, and dollar amount 
Expenditures entered must fall within the time period 
covered by the report 

- A reimbursement from the campaign account is 
allowable directly to an individual/organization that has 
incurred approved expenses on behalf of the campaign 
The report must include the full name, full address, 
specific purpose, and amount of reimbursement 
Campaign accounts should not provide a direct payment 
to the credit card of an individual/organization as a form 
of reimbursement 

- Poll workers should be paid with a campaign check and 
itemized for each poll worker who is paid 

- Fees assessed by Paypal or a third-party vendor to collect 
contributions must be reported as expenditures (not 
deducted from the contribution amount) 

Petty Cash 
- The Petty Cash Withdrawn limit is $500 00 per calendar 

quarter prior to qualifying Thereafter, It Is $100.00 per 
week. 

·· It shall be spent only in amounts less than $100 and only 
for office supplies, transportation expenses and other 
necessities 

~---··--------------------
MA·COL 09/17/2012 

- The Petty Cash Withdrawn must be reported in the 
period that was withdrawn from the bank · 

- The Petty Cash Spent must also be reported In the period 
that it was spent When it is described as Petty Cash 
Spent, it will not impact the Total Expenditures for the 
period, only when it is withdrawn. 

- Petty Cash Withdrawn and Petty Cash Spent must equal 
at the end of the campaign 

Notices 
- You will be notified of any deficiencies or violations 
.. Typical violations include late filing, fine due, and 

incomplete information on a campaign report. 
- Following these guidelines will reduce notices sent to 

you and thus the number of amendment reports that 
will need to be filed. 

8.!!!gndlng.J! Repo(! 
- To make any changes to a submitted report, click on the 

"amend" button of Original Report to create an 
Amendment Report 

- In the Amendment Report, first click on the type of 
transaction to amend (i e .. "Enter Contributions", etc): 

l>To add new item, add a new sequence 

Fines 

);>To amend existing Item, click "Amend Item from Orig 
Report" to view list of all items previously submitted 
Click on desired sequence, enter edits, and click 
submit This will display two transactions (one to 
11delete11 original and one to "add" new item) 

);>To delete existing Item, dick "Amend Item from Orig 
Reporf', dick on desired sequence, and just click 
submit This will display two transactions (one to 
11delete" original and one to 1'add11 new item} Delete 
"add" sequence, leaving only "delete" sequence 

- Fines assessed to candidates must be paid from 
candidate's personal funds 

·- Fines to political action committees, committees of 
continuous existence, electioneering communication 
organizations, and "independent expenditures over 
$5,000" are to be paid from their campaign account. 
Fines must be paid to the filing officer within 20 days 
after receipt of the notice of payment due, unless an 
appeal is made to the Florida Elections Commission 
within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment 
due 

- Please reference Florida Statute 106 07(8)(b) for fine 
amounts 

Termination Report (Applicable only to candidates) 
-· At the end of the Campaign, the "Total Contributions to 

Date" and 11Total Expenditures to Date11 on the 
Termination Report must equal; and, the campaign 
account must be closed 
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1. 

Contribution #: this field will be automatically populated by the system in sequential 
numbers .. 

Date: enter date the contribution was received 

Last Name, Suffix: enter contributor's last name and suffix (if given) Do not use 
titles such as Dr, Colonel, Reverend, etc NOTE: if this is a business, the name 
must be placed in the "Last Name" field If you put it in the "First, Middle Name" 
field, you will get an error message 

First. Middle Name: enter contributor's first name and middle name or initial (if 
given). 

Address: enter contributor's complete street address or post office box number 

City: enter contributor's city 

State: click arrow and choose contributor's state. If the contributor resides outside 

the United states, choose state: I Not in Count;y __ i:I at the bottom of the drop down list 

Zip: enter contributor's zip code. 

Contributor Type: click arrow and choose one of the listed contributor types 

Important - you must report contributions from the candidate using the contributor 
type "Candidate to Themselves" to avoid getting an error message for excessive 
contributions. 

Contribution Type: click arrow and choose one of the listed contribution types 

Cash - used to report the receipt of cash and cashiers' check 

Check - includes traditional paper checks, wire transfers, Paypal, 
contributions by credit card, and other types of electronic funds transfers 

In-kind - item of value other than money or volunteer services 

Interest - money earned on campaign or interest bearing accounts .. 

Loan - money that is loaned to the campaign rather than given outright 

Money Order - used to report the receipt of contribution by money order 

Refund - used to report bad checks or contributions returned (in whole or in 
part) to the contributor Refunds must always be entered as a negative 
amount. 

Occupation: enter contributor's specific occupation (This field is required if the 
contribution is over $100.) Do not use generic occupations such as "businessman" 
or "sales" Use specifics such as pharmaceutical sales or insurance 

In-kind Description: if Contribution Type is In-kind, enter a specific description of 
the in-kind contribution Example: Food and beverage 

Amendment: defaults to Not Amended. 
Amount: enter exact amount of contribution (dollars and cents). 

Click I Save Changes I 
15 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

Case No.: FEC 14-316 

Respondent: Adam A Cedrati 
Counsel for Respondent: Robert H Fernandez 

Complainant: Jose Carillo 

On September 26, 2014, the Florida Elections Commission received a sworn complaint 
alleging that Respondent violated Chapter 106, Florida Statutes The Commission staff 
investigated whether Respondent violated the following statutes: 

Section 106 07(5), Florida Statutes, prohibiting a campaign 
treasurer from certifying to the correctness of a campaign 
treasurer's report that is incorrect, false, or incomplete; 

Section 106 11(4), Florida Statutes, prohibiting a campaign 
treasurer from authorizing any expenses from the campaign 
account without sufficient funds on deposit in the account; 

Section 10619(1 )( c ), Flmida Statutes, pwhibiting a person or 
organization from falsely reporting m deliberately failing to report 
information required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes; and 

Section 106 . .19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, prohibiting a person OI 

organization from making or authorizing any expenditure 
prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes 

I. Preliminary Information: 

L Respondent, Adam A Cedrati, served as the campaign treasurer for the 2012 re-
election campaign of Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez1 

2. Respondent is represented by Robert H Fernandez, Esquire 

3 Complainant, Jose Caiil!o, is a private investigator.. He obtained his private 
investigator license in 1988 

11. Alleged Violation of Section 106 .. 07(5), Florida Statutes: 

1 Initially, in an Appointment of Campaign Treasurer form (DS-DE 9), filed with the Miami-Dade County 
Supervisor of Elections' office on October 3, 2011, Respondent was appointed to serve as the campaign's deputy 
treasurer On January 9, 2012, another DS-DE 9 form was filed the Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections' 
office appointing Respondent as the campaign treasurer 

Inv002 (7/08) I 
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4. I investigated whethet Respondent violated this section of the election laws by 
ce1tifying to the conectness ofa campaign treasurer's report as tme, conect and complete, when, 
according to Complainant, it was not 

5 Complainant submitted with his complaint a copy of Respondent's termination 
repott identified as "IR-MS." Complainant questioned the last entry disclosed on the "Itemized­
Expenditures" page. 

6. I able 1 is reflective of how the expenditure was repo1ted.. The campaign repott 
was filed with the Miami-Dade County Superviso1 of Elections' office (MDCSOE) on Januaiy 
16, 2013.. The reporting period covered October 1, 2012 through January 16, 2013.. Respondent 
ce1tified that the campaign 1epo1t was true, conect and complete Io review the page from the 
repott depicting the expenditure and the page ce1tifying the 1epo1t, refer to Exhibit l. 

Date 

Sequence# 

Full Name, 
Street Address & 

City, State, Zip Code 

10/1/2012 Returned Checks, 

7 

Purpose 

Non-sufficient 
funds/information 
requested 

Expenditure Amend 
Type 

MO 

Amount 

$1,20000 

7. Respondent's counsel, Robert H. Fernandez, offered a written response to the 
complaint Counsel reported that the entry at issue was included in the campaign report to 
account for the fact that the campaign could not identify $1,200 in credit card contributions that 
were made online but that were never deposited into the campaign account Counsel added that 
the campaign sought advice from the MDCSOE on how to document this $1,200 discrepancy 
Counsel fu1ther added that the MDCSOE's office did not object to how the entry was recorded in 
the campaign report Io review counsel's response, refer to Exhibit 2 

8 I secured bank records from the campaign depository, Sabadell United Bank I 
reviewed the bank records and found no record of the campaign having been charged for 
insufficient funds or ove1draft fees at anytime during the campaign The only notation 
concerning a returned item appears with the description, "Dep Item Returned," indicating a 
deposit item was returned rather than a campaign check issued from the campaign deposito1y. In 
reviewing the bank statements, it appears that the account had sufficient funds throughout the 
course of the campaign Io review bank records, refer to Exhibit 3 

9. In an affidavit, Respondent stipulated that the campaign did not issue a single 
check, or multiple checks, from the campaign made payable to: "Returned Checks" Respondent 
added, "This amount represents the total amount of contributions reported to the Miami-Dade 
County Supervisor of Elections despite the fact that the fonds never physically cleared into the 
campaign account at our bank due to bounced check(s) or credit card processing issues due to 
insufficient fonds " 

lnv002 (7/08) 2 



( 

10 In his affidavit, Respondent acknowledged that as campaign treasmer, he entered 
all of the expenditure information on the campaign rep01ts .. Respondent added that he contacted 
the local supervisor of elections office for guidance on what to do as far as reporting "since we 
have never encountered this type of situation before .. " Respondent further added that he was 
advised to enter the overstatement of contributions as "Returned Checks" on the campaign report 
"so that is what we did " In addition, Respondent alluded to an e-mail exchange between him 
and representatives from the MDCSOE's office (which will be discussed in paragraph 12). Io 
review Respondent's response to the questionnaire-affidavit, refer to Exhibit 4 .. 

11. According to a document from the MDCSOE's office titled, ''Miscellaneous 
Information," on January 24, 2013, an employee, Vanessa Innocent, called Respondent relative 
to a letter that was mailed to him Ms Innocent had called Respondent concerning the 
termination rep01t at issue and the entry marked, "Returned checks" According to Ms Innocent, 
Respondent told her that he had previously spoken with Maria Acosta and he had explained to 
her (Ms .. Acosta) that three contributions given to the campaign as contributions had been 
deemed as not having sufficient funds Io review the document, "Miscellaneous Information," 
refer to Exhibit 5 

12 On January 30, 2013, Respondent e-mailed Christina White2
, a representative 

with the MDCSOE's office, relative to a telephone call she made to him earlier in the day In his 
e-mail, Respondent reiterated his explanation for reporting the expenditure the way he did. In a 
subsequent e-mail, Ms .. White advised Ms Innocent that she could close the report (IR-MS-12) 
as the explanation fiom Respondent satisfied the deficiencies stated in the incomplete letter3 Io 
review the e-mail exchange between Respondent and Ms White, refer to Exhibit 6 

1 J In a telephone interview, Maria Acosta said that she could not recall speaking 
with Respondent as to how to report the ently at issue .. However, she explained that sometimes 
during a busy election season, she may be working on something and she will take a call fiom 
someone with a question relative to reporting. She said that she does not always write down 01 
take notes from every telephone call and she is assuming that may have happened in this 
particular instance, since her name was referenced in e-mail exchanges between Respondent and 
the supervisor of elections' office 

14 No record was found to indicate that Respondent has previously violated this 
section of the election laws 

III. Alleged Violation of Section 106 .. 11(4), Florida Statutes: 

15 I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by 
auth01izing expenses without having sufficient fonds on deposit in the campaign account 

16. Complainant alleges that Respondent authorized campaign expenses and signed 
campaign checks when there were not sufficient fonds on deposit in the campaign depository 

2 At the time, Ms White was the Deputy Supervisor of Elections for the Election Coordination and Compliance 
Division. 
3 According to the "Miscellaneous Information" document, the "incomplete letter" was due to the entry at issue 

Inv002 (7 /08) 3 



17 As per paragraph five, Complainant offered a copy of Respondent's termination 
report identified as "TR-MS" and he questioned the last entry disclosed on the Itemized­
Expenditures page; an expenditure to "Returned Checks" for the reported purpose of "Non­
sufficient funds/information requested " 

18. As per paragraph seven, counsel reported that some online contributions were 
never deposited into the campaign account 

19 In his affidavit, Respondent acknowledged that the campaign utilized the services 
of "Piryx, Inc" as the credit card processor for campaign contributions Respondent explained 
that as campaign treasurer, he received over 2,600 separate contributions including 
approximately 314 credit card contributions Respondent fmther explained that some credit crud 
contributions were not processed due to insufficient funds and some wiitten contribution checks 
bounced as well. Respondent added, "Checks would then be re-deposited to the bank and at 
times these checks would bounce again" To review Respondent's response to the questionnaire­
affidavit, refer to Exhibit 4 

20.. As per paragraph eight, bank records indicate that the campaign was never 
assessed a foe for insufficient funds or an overdraft fee and it appeared that the campaign had 
sufficient fonds 

2L No record was found to indicate that Respondent has previously violated this 
section of the election laws 

IV. Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(l)(c), Florida Statutes: 

22 I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by 
falsely reporting information 

23. As per paragraph five, Complainant questioned the last entry in Respondent's 
report identified as "TR-MS " 

24 As to information relative to the reporting of the entry at issue, please refor to 
paragraph 6 through 13. 

25 No record was found to indicate that Respondent has previously violated this 
section of the election laws 

V. Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(l)(d), Florida Statutes: 

26 I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by 
authorizing an expenditure prohibited by this Chapter. 

27 As per paragraph 16, Complainant alleges that Respondent authorized campaign 
expenses and signed campaign checks when there were not sufficient funds on deposit in the 
campaign depository 

28 As to information relative to allegedly authorizing campaign expenses and signing 
campaign checks, refer to paragraphs 6 through 13 
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29 No reco1d was found to indicate that Respondent has previously violated this 
section of the election laws 

VI. FEC History: 

30 Respondent has no p1ior history with the F101ida Elections Commission 

Conclusion: 

31 On Ma1ch II, 2015, I inte1viewed Respondent's counsel for the puipose of 
providing him with a brief overview of the case.. With regards to Section 106 07(5), Florida 
Statutes, specifically the repo1ting of the entry at issue, counsel repo1ted that his client sought 
guidance on how to 1eco1d the entiy. Counsel explained that when his client did a complete 
reconciliation between the campaign r epo1ts and bank records is when he discoveied the $1,200 
discrepancy.. Counsel f\uther explained that when his client learned that ce1tain contributions, 
whether made electrnnically through the online vendor or via a written check, did not clear the 
account, he sought guidance from the local supervisor of elections' office since he had already 
recorded the contributions on the campaign reports .. 

3 2. Counsel added that he had nothing else to add to the case at this time other than to 
report that his client had nothing to hide as this was not a situation where the campaign issued 
campaign checks without having sufficient fonds on deposit Counsel f\.uther added that his 
client followed the guidance offered to him from the local supervisor of elections' office since he 
was unsure as to how repo1t the entry at issue .. 

33 In an affidavit, Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections Penelope Townsley, 
attested that her office has no reco1d of Respondent ever having sought elective office within her 
jurisdiction Ms.. I ownsley did attest that Respondent was also appointed to serve as the 
campaign treasurer for a candidate seeking election to the county commission In he1 affidavit, 
Ms I ownsley attested that Respondent was copied on certain correspondence sent to the 
candidate and each letter would have contained a link to their Candidate Qualifying Handbook, 
which she said, included the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook and other relevant 
materials Io 1eview the affidavit of Penelope I ownsley, refer to Exhibit 7 

34 In an affidavit, Respondent attested that he has not sought elective office but he 
previously se1ved as the campaign treasmer for Carlos Gimenez in the 2004 and 2008 elections 
He added that he also served as the campaign treasurer for a local political committee until it 
disbanded in 2013. 

35 Respondent farther attested that he does possess a copy of Chapte1 106, Florida 
Statutes, and has "reviewed applicable portions of Chapter I 06 as specific issues or questions 
arnse " Respondent had been asked what actions had he taken to determine his responsibilities 
under Florida's election laws He stated, "I read as needed the Candidate and Campaign 
I 1easurer Handbook and also attended a workshop hosted by the Florida Division of Elections 
and held at the Miami Beach Commission Chambers" Io review Respondent's response to the 
questionnaire-affidavit, refer to Exhibit 4 

lnv002 (7/08) 5 



Current addi;ess of Res1>0ndent 

Adam A Cedrati 
1001 Biickell Bay Drive- Suite 1400 
Miami, F Jorida 33131 

Respectfully submitted on March 11, 2015 

Keith Smith 7 
Investigation Specialist 

Current address of Complainant 

Jose Cai ill o 
9313 S .. W. 130'h Street 
Miami, Florida 33176 

Curi;ent Address ofRespondent's Atty.: 

Robert H. Fernandez, Esquire 
500 South Dixie Highway - Suite 302 
Coral Gables, Florida 3 3146 

Name and Address of Filing Officer: 

The Honornble Penelope I ownsley 
Miaini-Dade County Supervisor of 
Elections 
2700 N .. W 871h Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33172 

Copy famished to: David Flagg, Investigations Manager 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
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Adam A, Cedmti-- FEC 14-316 

Page from IR-MS report re: expenditure/cettification page 

Response from counsel 

Bank 1 ecords 

Respondent's Q/A 

"Miscellaneous Infotmation" document 

Copy of e-mail dated 01/30/13 

Affidavit of Penelope I ownsley 
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GAMPAIGN TREASUREWS REPQRT' -· ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES 
(1) Name Carlos Gimenez (2) l.D. Number 1049 

10/1/2012 1/16/2013 
(3) Cover Period. __ / __ / __ through __ / __ i __ (4) Page __ 1 ___ of. __ 1_ 

(5) (7) (8) (9) (1Q) (11') 

Oiite Full Name Purpose. 

(6) (Last, Suffix, First, Middle) (add office sougllt if 
Expenditure 

Sequence stree.t Md ress & contribution to a 

l>Jumber City, State, Zip Code candidate) Type Arne·ndm()nt AmQUJ1t 

-
11J5/2/12 Coffey Burlington, legalf ees MO $6,500 0 

2699 South Bayshore Drive 
Miami, FI 33133 

1 

---- ---
11/15/2012 Miami Dade Exploratory contribution MO $4,000 0( 

/ I 
Comml.tt, 
2520 SW 22 stx·eet 
Suite 2··169 

2 Miami, FL 33145 

11/15(2012 Robert H Fernandez, PA, legal. fees MO $5,000 0 
500 south Dixie Hwy, Suite 302 

/ I Miami, FL 33146 

3 
. 

'11715/2012 --BYG STRATEGIES, consul tl.ng MO $500 Q( 

I I 
950 Brickell Bay Drive 
Suite 400 
Miami, FL 33131 

4 

---·- - -
11/30/2012 Mall.ah Furman, accounting fees MO $1,775 3 

I / 
1001 Brickell Bay Dl: ive 
Suit.e 1400 

Miami Fl- 33131 
5 

-
10/1/2012 Piryx Inc ' credit MO $468 9 

I _L_ 144 2nd Street card 
First Floor 1rocessing 
San Francisco CA 94105 ees 

6 

10/1/2012 Returned Checks, n·on-sufficient MO $1 .. 200 ()( 

I I 
fUridS/i.nformati 
on 

-- ' requested 
7 

I I , 
EXHIBIT - !Oa l.e 'Z '\ 

DS-DE 14. Rev 08/03 . , V'-' 
SEE REVERSE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND CODE VALUES 
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#1051672 Report PINed( 'CAND' 'TRES') 

Repo1t (#1051672) submitted 

Success 

Return to Candidate List 
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LAWYERS 

Via Federal Express and E-mail 

Erin Riley 
Deputy Agency Clerk 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 W. Gaines Street 
Collins Building , Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4539 

October 8, 2014 

Re: Case No.: FEC 14-316-Respondent Adarn A. Cedrnti 

Dear Erin Riley: 

Please allow this correspondence to serve as a response to your letter of September 26, 
2014 and the attached Complaint I will file a written notice of appearance on behalf Adam A 
Cedrati under separate cover .. The allegations in the Complaint are false, legally insufficient and 
should be immediately dismissed by the Florida Elections Commission ("Commission") in 
accordance with Rule 2B· 1.0025(2) 

The Complaint claims that the mayoral campaign of Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez 
from 2012 violated Section 10611(4), Fla. Stat (2014) because (as it alleges) the mayoral 
campaign did not have sufficient funds in the campaign account to pay for all the campaign 
expenditures incurred. This false conclusion is not based on any personal knowledge but based 
solely on Mr Carillo's incorrect interpretation of a single entry from a Treasurer's Report that 
was filed that shows an itemized expenditures of $1,200 .. 00 with a description of "Returned 
Checks" 

This is a completely false and frivolous allegation. As reflected in all the campaign 
finance reports filed with Miami-Dade Supervisor of Elections Office, the Gimenez mayoral 
campaign at all times had sufficient funds in the campaign account to pay for any and all 
expenditures incurred during the campaign .. There is no basis for the Complaint This single 
entry in question was included in the Treasurer's Report to account for the fact that the campaign 

500 S Dixie Highway, Qit~02dCor?~ Gables, FL 331 46 
Tel: ~HIB1~Z9~F -~ 5'~~5908 
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could not identify $1,200.00 in credit card contributions that were made online that for one 
reason or another (possibly contributor changed mind or insufficientfunds in the contributor's 
account) were not eventually processed by the online vendor and those contributions never made 
it into the mayoral campaign account This online contribution mechanism takes several days to 
process and complete.. The 2012 mayoral campaign had a universe of 313 credit card 
authorizations processed for online contiibutions. Of this universe of contributions, $1,200.00 
was not processed for whatever reason and that is what is reflected in that line item The 
mayoral campaign was not able to identify which of these 313 online contributors were the ones 
that could not be processed, therefore, it was reflected in the Treasurer's Report as an itemized 
expenditure of $1,200.00 with a description of "Returned Checks" and "non-sufficient 
fitnds/information requested''. 

All campaign contributions (even the $1,200 that was eventually not proc;essed or 
deposited into the campaign account due to the contributor's fault) were properly disclosed and 
reported by the Gimenez mayoral campaign. Further, it is worth noting that the Gimenez 
mayoral campaign sought advice from the Miami-Dade Elections Department on how to 
document this $1,200 00 discrepancy and the Miami-Dade Elections Department had no 
objection to how it was eventually documented in the Campaign Treasurer's Report that was 
attached to this Complaint 

Lastly, it is worth noting that Mr .. Carillo leaked this Complaint to the Miami Herald and 
had no qualm in basically admitting that he filed this Complaint solely for political reasons. I 
have attached a copy of the Naked Politics Blog entry Wiitten by Miami Herald reporter Patricia 
Mazzei last Friday October 3, 2014 

For all the reasons stated herein, this Complaint does not meet the requirements of Rule 
2B-1 .. 0025(2) and respectfully should be dismissed as legally insufficient Thank you in advance 
for your anticipated cooperation 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Robe;:t?=. Esq. 

5 O O S .. Dix i e Hi g h way, S. <Ji}_ e 3 O 2, C or a~ G ab I es, F L 3 3 l 4 6 
Tel: 3~t1t~IT99~a@Ot~j 908 
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Statement of Account 

Last statement: October 31, 2011 
This statement: November 30, 2011 
Total days in statement period: 30 

 

Direct inquiries -co: 

Sabadell united Bank, N.A .. 
CARLOS GIMENEZ FOR MAYOR 
4061 S LEJEUNE RD 

1111 Brickell Avenue, 29TH Floor 
Miami Florida 33131 

MIAMI FL 33146 

Business checking 

Accoun-t number 
 

7 Enclosures 

summary of Account Balance 

Account 

Business Checking 

Number 

 

7 

Ending Balance 

$141,100 13 

Beginning balance 
Tot: a 1 addi ti ans 

$135' 78101 
$ 23,037.,00 Total subtractions $-17' 717 .88 

Number 
1001 
1003 * 
1005 * 
1006 
289112 * 
289114 * 
289115 

Date 
11-14 
11-21 
11-25 
11-25 
11-01 
11-03 
11-04 

* Skip in check sequence 

Date Description 
11-15 #Deposit 
11-18 #Deposit 
11-18 #Dep Item Returned 
11-21 #ACH credit 

PIRYX, INC" ACH 
111121 

Amoun"t 
3,600 .. 00 
1,366..45 
3, 750 .. 00 

210.83 
4, 792 .. 60 
3, 750 .. 00 

48.00 

control number 
000000013000065 
000000008001261 
000008888811111 
028000081504356 

Control 
000001000010899 
000001000001948 
000001000004758 
000001000007921 
000001000005545 
000001000006633 
000001000002855 

Additions 
16' 480 '' 00 

100 00 

478 .. 50 

sub"tractions 

-100.00 

Page 1 
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Date oescr·iption 
11-22 #ACH credit 

PIRYX, INC .. ACH 
111122 

11-23 #Dep Item Returned 
11-28 #Deposit 
11-29 #Deposit 

Daily balances 
Date Amount 
10-31 135,781.01 
11-01 130,988 .. 41 
11-03 127' 238 ..41 
11-04 127 ,190 .. 41 
11-14 123,590..41 

 

Control number 
028000084780737 

000008888811111 
000000008000340 
000000008000126 

Date Amount 
11-15 140,07041 
11-18 140,070 .. 41 
11-21 139,182.46 
11-22 139,660.96 
11-23 139, 560 .. 96 

November 30, 2011 
 

Additions 
478 so 

4,650 .. 00 
850.00 

Date 
11-25 
11-28 
11-29 

subtractions 

-100 .. 00 

Amount 
135,600 .. 13 
140' 250 .. 13 
141,100 .. 13 

Page 2 
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statement of Account 

Last statement: November 30, 2011 
This statement: December 30, 2011 
Total days in statement period: 30 

 

Di r-ect i nqui ri es to: 

Sabadell united sank, N.A 
CARLOS GIMENEZ FOR MAYOR 
4061 S LEJEUNE RD 

1111 Brickell Avenue, 29TH Floor 
Miami Florida 33131 

MIAMI FL 33146 

Business checking 

Account number 
 

8 Enclosures 

8 

summary of Account Balance 

Account Number Ending Balance 

Business Checking  $338' 956 39 

Beginning balance 
Total additions 

$141,100,,13 
$ 210,163 .. 85 Total subtractions $-12,307.59 

Number 
1004 
1007 • 
1009 • 
1010 
1011 
1012 
1013 
1014 
* Skip 

Da"te 
12-02 

12-05 
12-08 
12-08 

Date 
12-07 
12-09 
12-15 
12-20 
12-23 
12-30 
12-30 
12-30 

in check sequence 

oescr i pti on 
#ACH Credit 

PIRYX, INC ACH 
111202 

#oeposi t 
#Deposit 
#Dep Item Returned 

control 

Amount 
1,250.00 
1,000,,00 
1,390.00 
1,286,30 
4' 826 '' 04 

185 '' 50 
1,250.,00 

69,, 75 

number 
028000082631714 

000000008001377 
000000008001652 
000008888811111 

EXHIBIT 3 ~ 3 '*V 

Control 
000001000008804 
000001000001391 
000004444000226 
000001000006544 
000001000000526 
000001000005984 
000001000002238 
000001000007347 

Additions 
478,,50 

32' 900 ,, 00 
46' 150 '' 00 

subtractions 

-500 '' 00 

Page 1 
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Date Description control number 
12-09 #ACH credit 028000086357133 

PIRYX, INC,, ACH 
111209 

12-12 #ACH Credit 028000088491476 
PIRYX, INC ACH 
111212 

12-13 #Deposit 000000008000187 
12-14 #ACH Credit 028000084568016 

RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111214 

12-15 #Deposit 000000008000735 
12-15 #ACH Credit 028000086965720 

RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111215 

12-15 #Deposit correction 000000999000273 
000000008001004 12-16 #Deposit 

12-16 #ACH Credit 
RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111216 

12-16 #Dep Item Returned 
12-20 #ACH Credit 

RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111220 

12-21 #ACH Credit 
RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111221 

12-22 #ACH credit 
RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111222 

12-23 #ACH credit 
RALLY /PIRYX ACH 
111223 

12-28 #ACH Credit 
RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111228 

12-29 #ACH Credit 
RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111229 

12-30 #ACH Credit 

Daily 
Date 
11-30 
12-02 
12-05 
12-07 
12-08 
12-09 

RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
111230 

balances 
Amount 

141,100 .. 13 
141, 578 63 
174' 478 .. 63 
173,228.63 
218,878.63 
218,452 83 

028000089311524 

000008888811111 
028000084252831 

028000087020390 

028000089390625 

028000081292010 

028000087326489 

028000080047637 

028000081932438 

Date 
12-12 
12-13 
12-14 
12-15 
12-16 
12-20 

Amount 
221,658 .. 78 
305,508 .. 78 
306,465 .. 78 
334' 104 .. 28 
337,693 .. 03 
336,41151 

PAGE 

' 

December 30, 2011 
 

Additions subtractions 
574 .. 20 

3,205 .. 95 

83,850.00 
957.00 

28,600 .. 00 
478. 50 

-50.00 
500 .. 00 

3,588 .. 75 

-500 .. 00 
4.78 

2,918.85 

2,009 .. 70 

2,296 .. 80 

478 . 50 

478. 50 

693. 82 

Da'te 
12-21 
12-22 
12-23 
12-28 
12-29 
12-30 

Amount 
339' 330 .. 36 
341, 340 .. 06 
338,810 .. 82 
339' 289 .. 32 
339, 767 .. 82 
338' 956 .. 39 

Page 2 
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##XXH1768DPCSTM  
January 31, 2012 

 

Da1:e Description control number Additions subtractions 

01-04 #ACH credit 028000089163740 478 .. so 
RALLY /PIRYX ACH 
120104 

01-05 #Deposit 000000008000595 47,120 .. 00 
01-06 #ACH credit 028000084363509 669.90 

RALLY /PIRYX ACH 
120106 ~ 

01-10 #Dep Item Returned 000008888811111 -500 00 

01-11 #ACH credit 028000080035350 105. 27 
RALLY /PIRYX ACH 
120110 

01-11 #ACH credit 028000082464196 119 .. 62 
RALLY /PIRYX ACH 
120111 

01-12 #Deposit 000000008000425 4,600 00 
01-20 #Deposit 000000008000583 2,000 00 
01-30 #ACH credit 028000082851470 239 .. 25 

RALLY/PIRYX ACH 
120130 

Daily balances 
Date Amount Date Amount Da1:e Amount 

12-30 338,956. 39 01-06 383,515 39 01-18 385,840 .. 28 

01-03 339' 482 .. 74 01-10 383' 015 .. 39 01-20 387' 840 .. 28 

01-04 336,563.50 01-11 383 '240 28 01-23 383' 240 .. 28 

01-05 382 '845 .. 49 01-12 387,840 .. 28 01-30 379,694.53 

Page 2 
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AFFIDAVIT OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Case Number: FEC 14--316 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
County of Miami-Dade 

Adam A. Cedrati, being duly sworn, says: 

I.. This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge .. 

2.. I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. I am cunently 

employed by ________________ as _________ , ______ _ 

3.. Have you ever run for public office? If so, please name the office(s) you ran for and the 
date(s) of the election(s) you ran in 

-----···---------·----------

----···•-"'"'·-------
4.. Have you evet been appointed to act as a campaign treasurer for a candidate other than 
for the 2012 Carlos Gimenez campaign? If so, please name the candidate(s) you served as 
tteasurer, the office(s) the candidate rnn for, and the dates of the election(s).. 

----------------··------·---
---------- ''' --·-····----··-·-· 

5.. Have you ever held the office of chairperson or treasurer for a political committee? If so, 
please list the names and addresses of the committees and dates when you held the position 

-----··--·-~""''' ___ , 
-------·.' .. , _______ _ 

6 What action have you taken to determine your responsibilities under Florida's election 
laws? 

-----------

7. Do you possess a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes? D Yes D No 

8. If so, when did you first obtain it? ------------------

9 .. Have you read Chapter I 06, Florida Statutes? D Yes D No 

10.. Do you possess a copy of the Candidate and Campaign D Yes D No 
Treruurer Handbook? 

EXHIBIT 4. ~ {<PS) 
lnv040 (6/08) 
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11 If so, when did you first obtain it? ______ _ 

12 Have you read the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer D Yes D No 
Handbook? 

13 According to the campaign report identified as "IR·MS," entry #6 discloses an 
expenditure to "Pityx, Inc.," fo1 the puipose of "debit caid processing foes .. " Did the Gimenez 
campaign utilize the services of Pityx, Inc as the online vendor? () Yes ( ) No. If no, please list 
the name of the online vendor 

-------------------

------------·----·----· 
14.. It is my understanding that due to either credit caid and/or technical glitches, ce1tain 
online donations made through the vendor weie never debited from the donor's account. 
However, the campaign had already reported the donations but in some instances had never 
actually received the money in the campaign account Is this correct? ( ) Yes ( ) No.. If no, 
please explain otherwise 

-------·--------- ------
---------

15 When (on what date) and how (written notification, etc.) did the campaign realize that 
certain cont1ibutions were not debited from certain donor's accounts? 

--·-------------··---- ---·-------·--·-······----

16 According to the campaign report identified as "IR-MS," entry #7 discloses an 
expenditure to "Returned Checks" in the amount of $1,200 00 However, there was no single 
check (or multiple checks) issued from the campaign account and made payable to: "Returned 
Checks " Is this correct? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

17.. As campaign treasurer for the 2012 Gimenez campaign, were you responsible fo1 
entering all of the expenditure information onto the campaign report identified as "IR-MS"? ( ) 
Yes ( ) No If no, please list the name (and position) of the person(s) who entered the 
information 

EXHIBIT _4L.-.jU'-44F(J~2=ot-;:..;;?~) 
Inv040 (6108) 

-------2-------···~---·~--·-·· 
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18. In the space below, please describe your duties and responsibilities as campaign treasurer 
for the 2012 Gimenez campaign. 

19 Please provide the following information when returning this affidavit 

o A list of the contributors who conttibuted through the online vendor; and 

o Whether the campaign asked for and received from the online vendor a letter of 
explanation as to what exactly happened with the particular donations (previously 
requested in an e-mail dated February 6, 2015.) 

I HEREBY SWEAR OR AFFIRM THAI IHE FOREGOING INFORMAIION IS IRUE AND CORRECT IO 

THE BES I OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 

Cas·e lni·e~tigotor: KS 

lnv040 (6/08) 

__fl .4.----=----.. - Ada"" c:'.c;p.e ... -b 
~rfa'ture of Affiant 

Sworn to (or affinned) and subscnbcd before me this ~day of 

_ _;_H=-~-'-£_.:::._4_+1-------· 201_;_·· _ 

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public 

+o""~~.~~4<"" CAROLINA TES!llO 
* .W * MY COMMISSION I FF 097434 
,~,, EXPIRES: March 22, 2018 -J '.l;,,.floF f\.o<$-"> Bonded Thru Slid gel Nolary Services 

Personally Known~ or Produced Identification 

Type of Identification Produced: ____ _ 

---------3 -·----·-··--·--~---------···-----
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AFFIDAVIT OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

CASE NUMBER: FEC 14-316 

ADAM A. CEDRATI 

2 Boucher Brothers Management, Inc -·as Chief Financial Officer 
3.. No 

4 I have been appointed as campaign treasurer for the following campaigns: 

a Carlos Gimenez for Miami-Dade County Mayor (2011 & 2012) 

b Carlos Gimenez for Miami-Dade County Commissioner-· (2004 & 2008) 

c Lynda Bell for Miami-Dade County Commissioner (2014) 

d Michael Grieco for Miami Beach City Commissioner (2013) 

5 I was appointed as the campaign treasurer of a political committee named Citizens for Miami 

Beach's Future~. 1920 Meridian Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33139 I held this position from the 

time of inception of this political entity until it was closed in September 2013. 
6. I read as needed the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook and also attended a 

wor:kshop hosted by the Florida Division of Elections and held at the Miami Beach Commission 

Chambers 

7 Yes 

8 I received a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, when Carlos Gimenez first became a 
candidate for Miami·Dade County Commissioner 

9 As a campaign treasurer for various campaigns during several different campaign cycles, I have 

reviewed applicable portions of Chapter 106 as specific issues or questions arose 
10. Yes. I have maintained a copy of the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook as it has 

been updated by the Florida Division of Elections from time to time 

11 The first version of the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook I received was when 

Carlos Gimenez first filed as a candidate for Miami·Dade County Commissioner. 

12 Yes. 

13 Yes Piryx, Inc was our credit card processor for campaign contributions [including on line 

campaign contributions] for the Gimenez Mayoral Camp~ign 
14. Yes this is correct Throughout the campaign, I received over 2,600 separate contributions 

including approximately 314 credit card contributions Some credit card contributions were not 
processed due to insufficient funds as well as some written contribution checks bounced 

Checks would then be re-deposited to the bank and at times these checks would bounce again 

15. At the end of the Mayoral campaign, we did an overall campaign reconciliation and realized that 

we reported contributions on the campaign reports that never physically cleared in the 

campaign account at the bank Since the campaign received over 2,600 individual contributions, 

it was not practical or cost effective to go back through each and all the contributions to find 

and identify the handful of contributions that eventually never made it to the campaign account 

due to insufficient funds This Mayoral campaign raised over $1 million dollars during the 2011 .. 

2012 campaign cycle and this endeavor would have taken time and resources We contacted 
the Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections to get some guidance on what to do as far as 

reporting since we have never encountered this type of situation before Based on the 
attached email from the Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections Office, we were advised to 

EXHIBIT 4 ({(J f.cs) 
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enterthe overstatement of contributions as "Returned Checks" on the campaign termination 

report so that is what we did. Further, I want to reiterate that each and every single contribution 

that was received by the Mayoral campaign was properly and timely reported as required by the 

Florida Election Code even those that eventually were not properly deposited in the campaign 

account due to lack of sufficient funds by the disclosed contributor 

16. Yes this is correct. This amount represents the total amount of contributions reported to the 

Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections despite the fact that the funds never physically 

cleared into the campaign account at our bank due to bounced check(s) or credit card 

processing issues due to insufficient funds 

17 Yes I entered all expenditures on the campaign reports. 

18. As campaign treasurer, I would receive checks from the campaign, photocopy them and then 

prepare a bank deposit We would make sure that each batch presented to the bank had a 

corresponding deposit slip for the exact amount When it came to credit cards, there was 
usually a five day lag between a confirmation ofa contribution and the monies showing up as 

deposited our campaign account Because of reporting requirements, we would enter credit 

card contributions based on the earlier confirmation emails As for expenditures, I would get 

emails with invoices attached for payment I would review the invoices and if necessary discuss 

the expenditure with the campaign manager I would then copy the invoice and the check for 

our records and mail payment to the vendor We would also make sure that all campaign 

workers submitted a W-9 form so that if we paid them in excess of $600 for the year, we could 

issue 1099's 
19 I have attached hereto a list of all the contributors who donated through the online vendor 

The campaign did not request from Piryx, Inc an explanation letter due to the fact that it could 
not accurately pinpoint which online contributions and/or bounced checks made up the $1,200 

difference in the campaign account reconciliation 

·----~-~~---- -------------~------·-·-·------



( Attachment 8 

Miscellaneous Information 
1049 Carlos Gimenez 

ConvDate: EmpName: 

7746 1/30/2013 Christina White 

Conversation: 

CW spoke to Mr Cedrati who sent her an email to explanain the 
Expenditure · Sequence #7 on the Termination Report He wrote that 
"during the course of the campaign severa I checks that we entered as 
Contributions on the elections website were returned by the bank for Non­
Sufficient Funds This happened several times during the campaign and 
more often than not, the checks cleared when re-deposited There were 
three checks that ultimately never cleared the bank & remained on their 
report as contributions Since these contributions never cleared our bank, 
he listed them as an expenditure on the termination report so that the 
report would reflect a zero balance" 
Per CW's instructions, I'm making this note in the database & closing the 
termination report. (Vanessa) 

7737 1/24/2013 Vanessa Innocent I called Mr. Cedrati to let him know that we mailed him an incomplete letter 
for the 1R-MS·12. He asked what it was I told him he had "returned checks" 
in the name portion He said that he had spoken to Maria about this a While 
back He does not have the records for these returned checks He had 
contacted the bank but had not heard back from them regarding those 3 
returned checks He is going to call the bank again. He said he would prefer 
solving that issue with the bank so that he does not have to place a letter in 
the file. However, if the bank can't help he will write the letter He will 
comply within the deadline 

7730 1/16/2013 Vanessa Innocent I called Mr Cedrati to remind him that the Special Report is due today 1/16 
He said he was now reviewing it and that he would submit it by the end of 
the day & thanked me for the reminder 

7626 11/29/2012 Maria Acosta Left a message for Mr Cedrati and also sent him an email to let him know 
that the Termination Report is due 1/16/13 and it covers from 10/1/12 thru 
1/16/13 

7536 10/5/2012 Maria Acosta Mr Cedrati called me back and I explained to him that due to the lawsuit 
they will not have a termination report on 11/12/12 but instead the 
Termination Report will be 90 days after the lawsuit is settled and in the 
interim they will have special quarterly reports, the next one is due on 
10/10/12 

7534 10/5/2012 Maria Acosta Left a message for Mr Cedrati (treasurer) to call me in reference to a new 
additional report created and which will be due on 10/10/12 We are going 
to set up a special report for the 3rd Quarter in 2012 and he will need to file 
quarterly until the lawsuit is settled and then the 1ermination Report will be 
due 90 days after 

Page 1of2 



1049 Carlos Gimenez 

ConvDate: EmpName: 

7522 10/1/2012 Maria Acosta 

7521 9/25/2012 Maria Acosta 

7520 9/25/2012 Maria Acosta 

Attachment 8 

Miscellaneous Information 

Conversation: 

Mr .. Cedrati sent me an email on 9/28/12 (I was out of the office) saying that 
he will get in contact with me Monday. He called and told me that he should 
have all of the information to fix the items by tonight and he will do the 
amendments He thinks that the cash contributions were really checks but 
he is double cheking the information and will call me tomorrow. 

Spoke with Mr .. Cedrati (treasurer) in reference to the Fl-12 and F3-12 
incomplete items 

An email was sent to Mr .. Cedrati in reference to the Fl-12 and F3-12 
incomplete items. 

EXHIBIT .. 5 W 2 :ie%> 
Page 2 of2 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Vanessa, 

White, Christina (Elections) 
Wednesday, January 30, 2013 4:42 PM 
Innocent, Vanessa (Elections) 
FW: Gimenez TRMS·12 

Page I of2 

Attachment 9 

Please place this in his file/make a note in the database This explanation satisfies the deficiencies stated in the 
incomplete letter You can close the report Thank you 

Best Regards, 
Christina White 
Deputy Supervisor of Elections 
Election Coordination, Campaigns and Compliance 
Miami-Dade Elections Department 
305 499 .8403 

305 499 8501 

From: Adam A. Cedratl [mailto:acedrati@mallahfurn1an.(;Q!!!] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2013 4:25 PM 
To: White, Christina (Elections) 
Subject: Gimenez TR-MS-12 

Dear Cluistina, 
Thank you foi taking the time to speak with me this aflemoon. 
Per ou1 conversation, I wanted to give you an explanation fm Expenditure ·· Sequence #7 on om 
I ermination Report. 
During the course of the campaign seveial checks that we entered as Contributions on the elections 
website were returned by the bank for Non-Sufficient Funds I his happened several times during the 
campaign andmme often than not, the checks cleaied when re-deposited Theie were three checks that 
ultimately never cleared the bank and remained on our report as contributi011s. 
Sil1ce these contributions never clemed om bank, I listed them as an expenditure on the termination 
repoit so that our elections repolt would reflect a ze10 balance .. 
Please let me know if you requite anything nu ther on the above so that our 1epo1ts are in good standing 
with elections 
Regards, 

Adam 

Adam A. Cedrati 

iVf 
MaJlah Furman 
1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1400 
Miami, Florida 33131 
lei 305··371·6200 ext 1301 
Fax 305- 371-8726 

1 



E-mail us at§cedrati@mallahfurman.com 
Visit us at www.mallahfurman.com 
Securely Send us a File 
~~~: lnternat!onal Accounting Alliance 
··~511fj$:r www.Jh!.com 

Page 2 of2 

Attachment 9 

Pursuant to Internal Revenue Service Circular 230, we are required to advise you that If there Is any tax advlce contained herein, It Is not !mended to be 
used, and cannot be used, by the addressee or a11y taxpayer, for the purpose of avoldh1g penalties th<it may be imposed under the lnterni-il Revenue Code 
This e .. mall communication \s confldentlal and ls intended only for the lndlvlcfua!(s) or entity named <ibove and others who have been specifically 
authorized to recelve 11. Jf you are not the Intended redplent, please do not read, copy, use or dlsc!ose the contents of this communlcatlon to others 
Please notify the sender that you have received th ls email ln error by replying to the email Please then delete the email and any copies of It 



STATE OF FLORIDA 
County ofM1ami-Dade 

( ' l, 
AFFIDAVIT OF FILING O}F!CER 

Case Number: FEC 14-316 

Penelope Townsley, being duly sworn, says: WIS FEB I b A .i: !! Li 

L This affidavit is made up<Yll my personal knowledge. 
3'" 

f.t.E,c; 
. :'71 

'2 I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matteis stated herein T mn cunently 

employed by, __ , __ Miami-Dade Counw.. as ......... Supervisor ofJa~ctiop_J!.._ _________ ... _. 

3 Does your office have ruiy 1ec0Id of Adam 1\ Cedrati having ever been a candidate for 
elective office within you1 jurisdiction? (X)No ()Yes. Tf yes, please list the office(s) ·he ran 
fo1, the date(s) of the election(s) and the results(s) of the election(s) 

----···--·-·-~·-·····---·-----···----""''"•"-··--·-·-----······-.--·-·---· 

4 Other than serving as the campaign treasurer foi the 2012 Catl.os Gimenez campaign .. 
does yom of'fice have any record of Adam A Cedrati having previously been appointed to serve 
as a campaign treasure1/deputy treasme1 fo1 a candidate within yom jurisdiction? O No (X) Yes 
If yes, please list the name(s) of the candidate(s) and the clate(s) of the election(s) 

On 4/12/11,_Mr. Cedrati was appointed as the. Deputy Campaign Treasurer for Carlos Gime.rez. a 2012 

fJ.!ndidate for_ the office of County Mayor (see Appointment of Campaign TreasLl.rer and Designation of 

Campaign Depository for Candidates included as Attachment 1). On 01/09/12, our. office became aware 

tha.Lhe was appointed __ Campaign Treasurec .. (see appointment letter from the candidate and the 

acco[npanying __ Appointment of Campaign .. Treasurer and __ Designation of Campaign _Depositorv .. Jor 

Candidates included as Attac~ment 21 .. 0n 3/25/13.Mr. Cedrati was appointed as the Campaign Treasurer 

for Lyn.Q~ G. Bell,!.! 2014 candidate for the office. of County Commissioner. District 8 (see_ Appointment of 

CamQaign Treasurer and Designa.tion of Canipaign Depository for Candidates Jricluded as Attach[nent 3}. 

5 Does yom office have any reco1cl of Adam A C'edrati having previously been appointed 
to serve as a treasu1er or chairperson fo1 a political conm1i1tee within yorn jurisdiction? (X)No 
() Yes If yes, please list the name of the political committee 

6 As campaign t1easme1 for the '2012 Cmlos Oimenez cmnpaign, would your office have 
provided Aclam A Cedrati with a copy of Chapter I 06 .. Florida Statutes ancl/m the Canduiate 
and Campaign !fecm11e1 Handbook 01 a similar publication produced by 1our office? ()No 
(X) Yes .. 

Mr. Cedrati was included on correspondence sent to the campaign effective 01/09/12, once he became 

the Campaign Treasurer. He was copied on the post-qualifying lett~r sent to the candidate and received 

the incomplete letters for the 04-11, 01·12 and TR-MS-12 reports (Attachments 4, 5, 6, and 7). Each of 

these letters contained the link to our Candidate Qualifying Handbook, which includes the Candidate and 

Campaign Treasurer Handbook and other relevant materials. 

1.,044 rs10&, EXHIBIT J 48 1¢2) 
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7. :t)rcl yoi.i or Ydl.!l staff hav.e ru1y conversations with Adam A Ced1ati concerning a 
p1:ovision of Chapter 106, Florida St<itut~? () N o (X ) Yes If yes, pleas!;) in(liol'tte whethe1 
t\ie ebiive.tsatibli was in petson, in w1itir1g, or by telephone and the suqject matter of 
the conversation. If applicable, please provide copies documenting the discussion 

Please see.details provided in Item 8 below. 

8. Io yom knowledge, did you 01 your staff have any conversation with Adam A Cedrati, 
01 artyone affiliated with the 2012 Carlos Gimenez campaign, telative to the 1epo1ting of entry In 
under the heading "Itemized-Expenclitmes" as denote<l in the campaign report type: TR-MS and 
cove1ing the ieporting period of 10/01 ll2 to 01116/13? ( ) No (X) Yes. If so, please provide a 
brief summa1y of the discussion as it relates to the 1ep01ting of this pa1ticula1 ent1y If 
Cdnespondence, such as e·mails, exists between a rep1esentative of yom office and M1 Cedrnti 
and/CYr <inyone affiliated with the 2012 Carlos Gimenez campaign 1elative to a conversation 
conce1ningthe reporting of this particular entry, please provide copies 

As reforenced in the Miscellaneous Information Report {Attachment 8). staff member Vanessa Innocent 

gave a courtesy cell to Mr. Cedrati on 01/24/13 to inform him that an incomplete letter for the rR-l\ilS-12 

Report.had been mailed {referericed above as Attachment 7l. CJ:iristina White. which at.Jlill ... time was the 

Deputy Supervisor of Elections for the Election Coordination. Campaigns and Compliance Division. also 

spoke to Mr. Cedrati on.1/30/13 regarsjing thls topic. Mr. Cedrati followed !ill with an email to summarize . 

. the conversation {1\ttaci]~m~e~n~t 9~)~. ----

ISWEARORAF'f'IRM THAT THEINfORMAI!ON CONIAINED INTHIS CUMENT IS COMPLEIE 

AND ACCURATE TO THEBES I or MY KNOWLEDGE 

_ _,, _ __, _________ . ____ _ 
Signatllle of Affian 

'//.._ 
Swmn to(oraffoined) a11dsubsc1ibcd before me this JL ___ dayof 

,,, ~11111111~~:~11!!~~!11111111111111111111m1nu11111111111111111111111~ •.. 
r" ~ ··1 ' ' a '1 ·-1 2 ,,,~,,,~ ",,, ANNE mfils . . . ' .. -·············· ·•···-··· ·" · ..... --.. ·=·oo ,<-- · ~ SA INNOCENT 

<:::_. = I:~* {!. "~ E , f § i • : : . ~ Notary Public .. State ol Florida § 
. IJ p· § i, • •"l My o:,m Expires Jun 2, 2018 ii§ 

~:...lL?J_: 11f:._if.!.!..!!..?.-:..2~s.:~=c_?11H ... 11~~i> ((" ....-C_!.!1ID..!filifo.n...#--ELI.t6919 E 
Si natun.\' orN tar Public- . : ,. · - § 

g 9. Y " lllfl1.ffil11\d1~1111lrl1111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111iii 
Pr ml I ype.01 S\flmp Cl)!l1\lllss1011ed Namcot Notary Pt1b 1c 

Personally Kno1\n-1L'.·.·---.. ·--·-o' Produced ldcntifica!!on - .. --.. 

T) pc of ldentificntion P1odm:ed: _ 

(a1·e· i11ve1tigalo1 KS 

lnv044 (5/08) 
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
107 W .. Gaines Street, 

Suite 224 Collins Bnilding 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 
Fax: (850) 921-0783 

Januaiy 22, 2015 

Robert H Fernandez, Esquire 
ROIG Lawyers 
500 S. Dixie Highway 
Suite 302 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 

RE: Case No.: FEC 14-.316; Respondent: Adam A. Cedrati 

Deai Mr.. Fernandez: 

On September 26, 2014, the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging that 
yom client violated Florida's election laws. I have reviewed the complaint and find that it 
contains one or more legally sufficient allegations The Commission staff will investigate the 
following alleged violations: 

Como 11 (I 0/07) 

Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, cainpaign 
treasurer for the 2012 re-election cainpaign of Mayor Cailos 
Giminez, celtified that the campaign's 2013 IR-MS report was 
true, correct, and complete when it was not, as alleged in the 
complaint 

Section 106.11( 4), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the complaint, 
Respondent, campaign treasurer for the 2012 re-election cainpaign 
of Mayor Carlos Giminez, incuned one or more expenses for the 
pmchase of goods or services, without sufficient funds on deposit 
in the primaiy depository account 

Section 106.19(l)(c), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the 
complaint, Respondent, campaign treasmer for the 2012 re­
election cainpaign of Mayor Carlos Giminez, falsely reported or 
deliberately failed to include information required by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes 



Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the 
complaint, Respondent, campaign treasurer for the 2012 re­
election campaign of Mayor Carlos Giminez, made or authorized 
one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida 
Statutes 

You may respond to the allegations above by filing a notarized statement providing any 
information regarding the facts and circumstances surrounding the allegations. Your response 
will be included as an attachment to the investigator's report 

When we conclude the investigation, a copy of the Report of Investigation will be mailed to you 
at the above address.. You may file a response to the report within 14 days fi om the date the 
report is mailed to you Based on the results of the investigation, legal staff will make a written 
recommendation to the Commission on whether there is probable cause to believe you have 
violated Chapter 104 01 106, Florida Statutes A copy of the Staff Recommendation will be 
mailed to you and you may file a response within 14 days from the date the recommendation is 
mailed to you Your timely filed response(s) will be considered by the Commission when 
determining probable cause 

The Commission will then hold a hearing to determine whether there is probable cause to believe 
you have violated Chapters 104 or 106, Florida Statutes .. You and the complainant will receive a 
notice of hearing at least 14 days before the hearing The notice of hearing will indicate the 
location, date, and time of your hearing You will have the opportlinity to make a brief oral 
statement to the Commission, but you will not be permitted to testify or call others to testify, or 
introduce any documentary or other evidence 

At any time before a probable cause finding, you may notify us in writing that you want to enter 
into negotiations directed towards reaching a settlement via consent agreement 

The Report of Investigation, Staff Recommendation, and Notice of Hearing will be mailed 
to the above address as this letter. Therefore, if your address changes, you must notify this 
office of your new address. Otherwise, you may not receive these important documents, 
Failure to receive the documents will not delay the probable cause hearing .. 

Under section I 06 . .25, Florida Statutes, complaints, Commission investigations, investigative 
reports, and other documents relating to an alleged violation of Chapters 104 and 106, Florida 
Statutes, ate confidential until the Commission finds probable cause or no probable cause The 
confidentiality provision does not apply to the person filing the complaint However, it does 
apply to you unless you waive confidentiality in writing The confidentiality provision does not 
preclude you from seeking legal counsel.. However, if you retain counsel, your attorney must file 
a notice of appearance with the Commission before any member of the Commission staff can 
discuss this case with him 01 her 

Como 11 (8/08) 



If you have any questions or need additional info1mation, please contact Keith Smith, the 
investigat01 assigned to this case .. 

AMT/em 

Como 11 (8/08) 

Since1ely, 

' 

Amy o ~·,,,_r -
Executive ~~t~1' 
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RCJIG 
LAWYERS 

Via Federal Express and E-mail 

Erin Riley 
Deputy Agency Cle1k 
Florida Elections Commission 
I 07 W .. Gaines Street 
Collins Building , Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4539 

October 8, 2014 

c 
I 

Re: Case No.: FEC 14-316-Respondent Adam A .. Cedrati 

Dear Erin Riley: 

Please allow this correspondence to se1ve as a formal Notice of Appearance on behalf of 
Respondent Adam A Cedrati in the above captioned matter, Case No: FEC 14-316. Please serve 
any pleadings or correspondence in this matter to unde1signed counsel. 

Sincerely, 

5 0 0 S. D ix i e H i g h w a y, S u i I e 3 0 2, C o r a I G a b I e s, F L 3 3 l 4 6 
T e I: 3 0 5 5 0 3 2 9 9 0 I F a x: 3 0 5 7 7 4 5 9 0 8 



ROIG 
LAWYERS 

Via Fedeml Express and E~mail 

Erin Riley 
Deputy Agency Cle1k 
Flo1ida Elections Commission 
107 W .. Gaines Street 
Collins Building , Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4539 

October 8, 2014 

ZDlq OCT I 0 P j: 3L: 

Re: Case No.: FEC 14-316-Respondent Adam A. Cedrati 

Dear Erin Riley: 

Please allow this correspondence to se1ve as a response to yow letter of September 26, 
2014 and the attached Complaint I will file a written notice of appearance on behalf Adam A 
Cediati under sepaiate cove1. The allegations in the Complaint aie false, legally insufficient and 
should be immediately dismissed by the Florida Elections Commission ("Commission") in 
accordance with Rule 2B-L0025(2}. 

The Complaint claims that the mayoral campaign of Miami-Dade Mayor Cailos Gimenez 
from 2012 violated Section 106.11(4), Fla .. Stat (2014) because (as it alleges) the mayornl 
campaign did not have sufficient fonds in the campaign account to pay for all the campaign 
expenditures incurred. This false conclusion is not based on any personal knowledge but based 
solely on Mr .. Caiillo's inco1rect interpretation of a single entry from a Treasure1's Report that 
was filed that shows an itemized expenditures of $1,200.00 with a description of "Returned 
Check:;". 

This is a completely false and frivolous allegation.. As reflected in all the campaign 
finance reports filed with Miami-Dade Supe1visor of Elections Office, the Gimenez mayoral 
campaign at all times had sufficient fonds in the campaign account to pay for any and all 
expenditures incurred during the campaign. There is no basis for the Complaint This single 
entry in question was included in the I reasurer's Report to account for the fact that the campaign 

5 0 0 S. D i x i e H i g h w a y, S u i t e 3 0 2, C o r a I G a b I e s, F L 3 3 l 4 6 
T e I: 3 0 5 5 0 3 2 9 9 0 I F a x: 3 0 5 7 7 4 5 9 0 8 



Ltr to Erin Riley 
10/08/14 
Pg .. 2 

----~/ 

( 

could not identify $1,200.00 in credit card contributions that were made online that for one 
reason or another (possibly contributor changed mind or insufficientfunds in the contributor's 
account) were not eventually processed by the online vendor and those contributions never made 
it into the mayoral campaign account. This online contribution mechanism takes several days to 
process and complete.. The 2012 mayoral campaign had a universe of 313 credit card 
authorizations processed for online contributions.. Of this universe of contributions, $1,200 00 
was not processed for whatever reason and that is what is reflected in that line item. The 
mayoral campaign was not able to identify which of these 313 online contributors were the ones 
that could not be processed, therefore, it was reflected in the T reasmer's Report as an itemized 
expenditure of $1,200 .. 00 with a description of "Returned Checks" and "non-sufficient 
fands!iriformation requested''. 

All campaign contributions (even the $1,200 that was eventually not processed or 
deposited into the campaign account due to the contributor's fault) were properly disclosed and 
reported by the Gimenez mayoral campaign. Further, it is worth noting that the Gimenez 
mayoral campaign sought advice from the Miami-Dade Elections Department on how to 
document this $1,200.00 discrepancy and the Miami-Dade Elections Department had no 
o~jection to how it was eventually documented in the Campaign Treasurer's Report that was 
attached to this Complaint 

Lastly, it is worth noting that Mr Carillo leaked this Complaint to the Miami Herald and 
had no qualm in basically admitting that he filed this Complaint solely for political reasons.. I 
have attached a copy of the Naked Politics Blog entry written by Miami Herald reporter Patricia 
Mazzei last Friday October 3, 2014 .. 

For all the reasons stated herein, this Complaint does not meet the requirements of Rule 
2B- l 0025(2) and respectfolly should be dismissed as legally insufficient Thank you in advance 
for your anticipated cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

5 0 0 S Dix i e H i g h way, S u it e 3 0 2, C o r a I G a b I es, F L 3 3 l 4 6 
Te I: 3 0 5 5 0 3 2 9 9 0 I Fax: 3 0 5 7 7 4 5 9 0 8 
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Sheldon files suit to force 
Gov. Scott to disclose all of 
his financial assets 
EPA head McCarthy to talk 
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Miami speech Thursday 
The 'Corrupt' ad that gets 
under Charlie Grist's skin 
Two new FL polls show 
Charlie Crist over Rick Scott 
by 2o/(I but race likely dead 
even 
FIU campaigns for Miami­
Oade expansion question 
'Time for Joe to go. say 
conservative group"s new TV 
ads against Miami Rep Joe 
Garcia 
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mean I'm running away from 
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PolitiFact Florida 
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« In Miami-Dade a dispute on how far to look for a library director ! Main I 
Despite disclosures, Rick Scott's finances still shrouded in mystery 

documents show» 

Absentee-ballot broker tipster files complaint to 
remain thorn in Miami-Dade mayor's side 

@PatriciaMazzei 

Still sore about losing out on a police award for his work to find missing 

children a private investigator filed a complaint last week against the man 

he blames for standing in his way: Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos 

Gimenez 

,Joe Carrillo admits he took the step more to remain a thorn in the 

mayor's side than because of concern over Gimenez"s last 2012 
campaign-finance report filed in January 2013 

I wanted to make sure that he remembers I exist ' Carrillo said 

The question Carrillo raised -- that Gimenez listed $1 200 in returned 

checks' -- appears to be a non-issue Carrillo argues that Gimenez 

violated Florida law that requires campaigns to have 'sufficient funds' for 

any expenses incurred That assumes the item on the mayors report lists 

bounced checks 

But that's not case according to Gimenez selections attorney Robert 

Fernandez 

The item refers to $1 200 donated online to Gimenezs campaign that for 

various credit-card and technical glitches were never debited from 

donors' accounts Having already reported the donations but never 

received the money Gimenez's campaign asked the Miami-Dade 

elections department how they could reconcile the funds in their reporting 

They settled on calling it 'returned checks Fernandez said 

I have no doubt it will be dismissed rather quickly Fernandez said of the 

state elections complaint which he called 'frivolous and filed solely for 

political reasons 

Carrillo makes no effort to argue otherNise 

The two men have a history: Carrillo tipped off county anti-corruption 

police to illegal absentee-ballot brokers working the local 2012 campaign 

circuit One of the brokers, Deisy Cabrera was spotted in GimeneZ's 

Hialeah campaign office Gimenez denied any involvement with her 

Cabrera ended up serving probation Neither Gimenez nor any other 

candidates linked to her or to broker Sergio Tio'· Robaina were ever 

accused of wrongdoing Carrillo and an officer who worked the case and 

says he was then forced out of the police department Luis Rodriguez 

accused Gimenez of meddling with the case and downsizing the anti­

corruption unit in retaliation 

Yet Carrino said his reason for filing the complaint last week was more 

personal 

Last year before leaving the department Rodriguez had nominated 

Carrillo for an annual Florida Department of Law Enforcement award for 
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Carrillo s pro-bono efforts to find missing children V\lhen police brass 
found out about the nomination they contacted FDLE in opposition 

Carrillo says and he didn't get the award 

Police Director .J .D .. Patterson told El Nuevo Herald at the time that he 
was upset to learn about Rodriguez's nomination which Patterson said 
should have been cleared through his office My office can't be ignored 

for favors or personal preferences he said Thats not acceptable 

Carrillo said he timed last month"s elections complaint with the annual 

FDLE award 

I just want to let the mayor know that I remember what he did to me he 

said 

Posted by Patricia Mazzei at6:30 PM on Friday Oct 3 2014 in Miami-Dade Politics I 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 
I elephone Number: (850) 922-4539 

www. fee.state. fl. us 

CONFIDENTIAL COMPLAINT FORM 

The Commission's records and proceedings in a case are confidential until the Commission rules on probable 
cause .. A copy of the complaint will be provided to the person against whom the complaint is brought. 

L PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT: 

Name: Jose Carillo work Phone: ( 305) 926-3110 

Address: 9313 SW 130th Street Home Phone: L_) ___ _ 

City: Miami County: Miami-Dade State: FL Zip Code: _3_3_17_6 __ _ 

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT: 

A person can be an individual, political committee, committee of continuous existence, political pruty, 
electioneering communication organization, club, corporation, prutnership, company, association, 01 any 
other type of organization (If you intend to nrune more than one individual or entity, please file multiple 
complaints ) 

Name ofindividual or entity: _A_d_a_m_A_ .. _C_e_d_ra_t_i _______________ _ 

Address: 1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1400 Phone: (305)371-6200 

City: Miami County: Miami-Dade State: _F_L __ Zip Code: _3_3_1_3_1 __ _ 

If individual is a candidate, list the office or position sought: -------------­

Have you filed this complaint with the State Attorney's Office? (check one) D Yes Ill No 

3. ALLEGED VIOLATION(S): 

Please list the provisions of The Florida Election Code that you believe the person nruned above may have 
violated.. The Commission has jurisdiction only to investigation the following provisions: Chapter 104, 
Chapter 106, and Section 105.071, Florida Statutes. Also, please include: 

./ The facts and actions that you believe support the violations you allege, 

./ The names and telephone numbers of persons you believe may be witnesses to the facts, 

./ A copy or picture of the political advertisements you mention in your statement, 

./ A copy of the documents you mention in your statement, and 

./ Other evidence that supports your allegations. 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT "A" 

FEC 002 (Rev 05-05-14) 0000.<i 



/ 
I ' 1. 

Additional materials attached (check one)? ll]Yes 0No 

4. OATH 

STATEOFFLO~D~ . 
COUNTY OF IY\\Uffi\ --Docle. 
I swear or affirm, that the above information is true ·my knowledge, 

~"' •ue Raycer GonzaleZ 
~o~ "~ State of F\ortda 
* '-J! MY COMMISSION# EE. 865061 'o ... ~ Expires: January 14, 2017 

ignature of Person Bringing Complaint 

(Print. T e., or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public) 

Personally known Or Produced Identi 1cation V 
TypeofldentificationProduced ,5~ ', Q(-b · 

Any person who files a complaint while knowing that the allegations are false or without merit commits a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in Sections 775 082 and 775 083, Florida Statutes 

fEC 002 (Rev 05-05-14) 

---·---------------~-·-----~------· 
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ATTACHMENT "A" 

Florida Statutes Section 106.11 (4) states in pertinent parts: 

l. 

No candidate, campaign manager, treasurer, deputy treasurer, or political committee or any 

officer or agent thereof, or any person acting on behalf of any of the foregoing, shall authorize 

anv expenses, nor shall anv campaign treasurer or deputv treasurer sign a check drawn on the 

primarv campaign account for any puroose, unless there are sufficient funds on deposit in the 

primary depositorv account of the candidate or political committee to pay the full amount of the 

Oauthorized expense, to honor all other checks drawn on such account. which checks are 

outstanding, and to meet all expenses previouslv outhorized but not vet paid ... Anv expense 

incurred or authorized in excess of such funds on deposit shall. in addition to other penalties 

provided by law. constitute a violation of this chapter [emphasis added] 

(See copy of The 2012 Florida Statutes Section 106 11, attached as Exhibit "B") 

Carlos A. Gimenez was a candidate for mayor of Miami-Dade County in a 2012 election cycle, and 

appointed Howard L Goldstein and Adam A. Cedrati as campaign treasurer and campaign deputy 

treasurer, respectively. (See Exhibit "C") Carlos A Gimenez shall hereafter be referred to as 

"Candidate"; Howard L. Goldstein shall hereafter be referred to as "Treasurer''; and Adam A Cedrati 

shall hereafter be referred to as "Deputy Treasurer''. The respective addresses and phone numbers for 

Candidate, Treasurer, and Deputy Treasurer can be found in attached Exhibit "C". 

Pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 106 .07, Treasurer's Report TR-MS, covering the reporting period of 

between 10/01/2012 and 01/16/2013, was filed and certified as "true, correct, and complete" by 

Candidate and Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer (See Exhibit "D") 

Said Treasurer's Report TR-MS, under Itemized Expenditures, item #7, item dated 10/1/2012, lists 

"Returned Checks,'' under column (7) and "non-sufficient funds/information requested" as the 

purpose in column (8), is coded "MO" as expenditure type in column (9), and states an amount of 

"$1,200 .. 00" in column (11) .. Therefore, it appears that this Expenditure entry is disclosing an 

expenditure of $1,200.00 for purposes of covering "Returned Checks" due to "non-sufficient funds" in 

violation of Florida Statutes Section 106 .. 11(4). 

(See copy of Campaign Treasurer's Report TR-MS, attached as Exhibit "E") 
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The 2012 Florida Statutes 

Title IX 
ELECTORS AND ELECTIONS 

ATTACHMENT "B" 

Select Year: 12012 :S2J ["G;;] 

Chapter 106 
CAMPAIGN FINANCING 

I 
I 
' 

View Entire Chapter 

106.11 Expenses of and expenditures by candidates and political committees. -Each candidate 

and each political committee which designates a primary campaign depository pursuant to s 106.021 (1) 

shall make expenditures from funds on deposit in such primary campaign depository only in the following 

manner, with the exception of expenditures made from petty cash funds provided bys 106.12: 

(1 )(a) The campaign treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer of a candidate or political committee 

shall make expenditures from funds on deposit in the primary campaign depository only by means of a 

bank check drawn upon the campaign account of the candidate or political committee The campaign 

account shall. be separate from any personal or other account and shall be used only for the purpose of 

depositing contributions and making expenditures for the candidate or political committee. 

(b) The checks for such account shall contain, as a minimum, the following information: 

1 . The statement " (name of candidate or political committeel Campaign Account .. " 

2 The account number and the name of the bank .. 

3. The exact amount of the expenditure. 

4., The signature of the campaign treasurer or deputy treasurer, 

5. The exact purpose for which the expenditure is authorized 

6., The name of the payee .. 

(2)(a) For purposes of this section, debit cards are considered bank checks, if: 

1 . Debit cards are obtained from the same bank that has been designated as the candidate's or 

political committee's primary campaign depository 

2, Debit cards are issued in the name of the treasurer, deputy treasurer, or authorized user and 

state " tname of candidate or political committee) Campaign Account " 

3.. No more than three debit cards are requested and issued 

4.. The person using the debit card does not receive cash as part of, or independent of, any 

transaction for goods or services 

5. All receipts for debit card transactions contain: 

a, The last four digits of the debit card number 

b.. The exact amount of the expenditure .. 

c The name of the payee, 

d.. The signature of the campaign treasurer, deputy treasurer, or· authorized user 

e The exact purpose for which the expenditure is authorized 

Any information required by this subparagraph but not included on the debit card transaction receipt 

may be handwritten on, or attached to, the receipt by the authorized user before submission to the 

treasurer. 

(b) Debit cards are not subject to the requirements of paragraph (1 )(b)., 



( 

(3) The campaign treasurer, deputy treasurer, or authorized user who signs the check shall be 

responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the information on such check and for insuring that 

such expenditure is an authorized expenditure .. 

(4) No candidate, campaign manager, treasurer, deputy treasurer, or political committee or any 

officer or agent thereof, or any person acting on behalf of any of the foregoing, shall authorize any 

expenses, nor shall any campaign treasurer or deputy treasurer sign a check drawn on the primary 

campaign account for any purpose, unless there are sufficient funds on deposit in the primary depository 

account of the candidate or political committee to pay the full amount of the authorized expense, to 

honor all other checks drawn on such account, which checks are outstanding, and to meet all expenses 

previously authorized but not yet paid However, an expense may be incurred for the purchase of goods 

or services if there are sufficient funds on deposit in the primary depository account to pay the full 

amount of the incurred expense, to honor all checks drawn on such account, which checks are 

outstanding, and to meet all other expenses previously authorized but not yet paid, provided that 

payment for such goods or services is made upon final delivery and acceptance of the goods or services; 

and an expenditure from petty cash pursuant to the provisions of s ... 106.12 may be authorized, if there 

is a sufficient amount of money in the petty cash fund to pay for such expenditure .. Payment for credit 

card purchases shall be made pursuant to s 106.125. Any expense incurred or authorized in excess of 

such funds on deposit shall, in addition to other penalties provided by law, constitute a violation of this 

chapter. As used in this subsection, the term "sufficient funds on deposit in the primary depository 

account of the candidate or political committee" means that the funds at issue have been delivered for 

deposit to the financial institution at which such account is maintained The term shall not be construed 

to mean that such funds are available for withdrawal in accordance with the deposit rules or the funds 

availability policies of such financial institution .. 

(5) A candidate who withdraws his or her candidacy, becomes an unopposed candidate, or is 

eliminated as a candidate or elected to office may expend funds from the campaign account to: 

(a) Purchase "thank you" advertising for up to 75 days after he or she withdraws, becomes 

unopposed, or is eliminated or elected. 

(b) Pay for items which were obligated before he or she withdrew, became unopposed, or was 

eliminated or elected 

(c) Pay for expenditures necessary to close down the campaign office and to prepare final campaign 

reports 

(d) Dispose of surplus funds as provided ins 106.141 

(6) A candidate who makes a loan to his or her campaign and reports the loan as required bys. 

106.07 may be reimbursed for the loan at any time the campaign account has sufficient funds to repay 

the loan and satisfy its other obligations 
History .. -s .. 11, ch ?J..128; s. 8, ch .. 74·200; s 48, ch ?r·175; s. 2, ch 78-403; s 10, ch 79·365; s. 8, ch 85·226; s 13, 

ch 89-256; s 14, ch. 91-107; s 643, ch 95-147; s 25, ch 2002·17; s 4, ch 2002-197; s. 64, ch 2011-40 

Copyright© 1995-2014 The Florida Legislature• Privacy Statement• Contact Us 
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ATIACHMENT "C" 1

, 

APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

(Section 106 021 (1), F S) 

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

RECEIVED 

WllOCT-3 PH 3: 15 

HIAMl··DAOE 
ELECTIONS 

NOTE: This fQrm must be on file with the qualifying 
!>fficer before ooenina the camoaian account. OFFICE USE ONLY 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 
IZJ Initial Filing of Form Re-filing to Change: O Treasurer/Deputy 0 Depository 0 Office D Party 

2. Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 

Carlos A Gimenez 

3 .. Address (include post office box or street, city, state, zip 
code) 

4 Telephone 

(305 ) 814-8435 

__ 4061 South Lejeune Road 
Miami, FL 33146 5 E-mail address 

gimenez4mayor@gmail.com 
~·----~- -·-----'----,-----,.,.---,--------..,-----.,--
6 Office sought (include district, circuit, group number) 7 If a candidate for a nonpartisan office, check if 

Mayor - Miami·Dade County applicable: D My intent is to run as a Write-In candidate 
1-------------------·----.,------~----·-----.. ·---·---------·-·-

8 .. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block arid fill in name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

D Write-In D No Party Affiliation 0 Party candidate. 

9. I have appointed the foll!>wing person to act as my I&] Campaign Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer 
_, ___ ..... - .. ---·· ----------
10 Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

Howard L. Goldstein 
1-.,....,.,..-,,,-----------------~·-···--------""----·---------------

11. Mailing Address 12 Telephone 

1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1400 ( 305 ) 371-6200 
13. City 

Miami 

----.,.-,--,,.---.,-..,-,,.-,..-,,..-~,,,---'---

14 County 15 State 16. Zip Code 17 E-mail address 

Miami-Dade Florida 33131 hgoldstein@mallahfurman.com 

18 I have designated the following bank as my IZJ Primary Depository 0 Secondary Depository 

19· Name of Bank -· 20 Address 
·----·---------! 

Sabadell United Bank, N.A. 1111 Brickell Avenue, 29th Floor 
--...--------'-·--....-------·--·-r--~--------

21 City 

Miami 
22 County 23. State 24 Zip Code 

Miami-Dade Florida 33131 

UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY, I DECLARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE 

1-------------------.. -----·-;::--:---..,,~-.:c;-:-;-:----------·--·------·-
25 Date /'_ / 26 Signa'"' "' LZ>ndidate 

<l> Io I JI 11 . ff) ~ ~,;//~---:7SZ. , 
27 

I , 
Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in the blanks and ch~k the appropriate block) 

1, ---------.. --=H,...o_w_a-:r::-d:-l,... •. _G-=~o,...l_ds..,t..,.e_in~-------·--·-- , do hereby accept the appointment 
(Please Print or Type Name) 

designated above as: lRf 

\o · 3 • -v'o11 

Campaign Treas':!!!!!: O Deputy Treasurer __... ••• -

X \.:)\ ~-- -- :".,. 
01gnature of Campaign Treasurer or Dep~ Treasurer Date 

DS·DE 9 (Rev. 10/10) 
00001.'P 

Rule 18·2.0001, F.A.C. 
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APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER 
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN 
DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES 

(Section 106.021(1), F S) 

(Pl.EASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

( 

RECEIVED 

2011 OCT -3 PM 3: 15 

MIAMl·-OAOE 
ELECTIONS 

NOTE: 'This form must be on file with the qualifying 
officer before opening the campaign account. OFFICE USE ONLY 

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 
18) Initial Filing of Form Re··filing to Change: O Treasurer/Deputy O Depository 0 Office O Party 

2 Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last) 3 Address (include post office box or street, city, state, zip 

Carlos A Gimenez code) 
1--------·-...,.-,,.-::--.,,--.,-.,.---·----·- 4061 South Lejeune Road 

4. Telephone 5 E-mail address Miami, FL 33146 

(305 ) 814-8435 gimenez4mayor@gmaiLcom 

6 Office sought (include district, circuit, group number) 

Mayor - Miami-Dade County 

7 If a candidate for a nonpartisan office, check if 
applicable: 

D My intent is to run as a Write .. ln candidate 
1-----------···----------------··---'------··--------------·--

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill in name of party as applicable: My intent is to run as a 

0 Write-In 0 No Party Affiliation 0 Party candidate 

9. I have appointed the following person to act as my D Campaign Treasurer IZl Deputy Treasurer 
·-----1 --------· 

10 Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 
Adam A. Cedrati 
o-----·---··---------·----------··-~----,----,--,----·------·-

11 Mailing Address 12 Telephone 

1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1400 ( 305 ) 371-6200 

13 City 

Miami 

14 County 

Miami-Dade 

15 State 

Florida 

16. Zip Code 

33131 

17 E-mail address 

acedrati@mallahfurman.com 

18 I have designated the following bank as my ~ Primary Depository O Secondary Depository 
o------···--·----·-···----·--·--------------·-------------

19 Name of Bank 20 Address 
Sabadell United Bank, N.A. 1111 Brickell Avenue, 29th Floor +----·-·-----'---·.,-------C----·--.. -~·-----·-···--
21 City 22 County 23 State 24 Zip Code 

Miami Miami-Dade Florida 33131 

UNDER PENAL TIES OF PERJURY, I DECL.ARE THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND 
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN ITARE TRUE. 

@Da~-~~-~-;t-i~V-· .. -----------,~""s,.... .. s=,~-n-at,....ur-e--:-'._=-a-nd-::id7a7/te_// ______ . __ -----· 

27 

I, 

1 I Treasurer's Acceptance of Appointment (fill in the blanKs a, •u "'Seek the appropriate block) 

--··--------==-A_d_a-=m,.,....,A_ .. _C=e_d_ra..,.t,...i -,..---------- , do hereby accept the appointment 
(Please Print or Type Name) 

designated above as: 

/o•$•2o II 

Date 

OS-DE 9 (Rev .. 10110) 

D Campaign Treasurer [gJ Deputy Treasurer 

x /4...~ 
Sijll'lature of Campaign Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer 

- Rule 1 S-2,.0001, F,.A .C,. 

0000 .. '7 
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STATEMENT OF 
CANDIDATE 

(Section 106 .. 023, F.S .. ) 

(Please print or type) 

2011 OCT -3 PM 3: 15 

MIAMl·-OAOE 
ELECTIONS 

I, .Carlos A. Gimenez ____ _ , ____ , _____ , _________ _ 

candidate for the office of .Mayor - Miami-Dade County 

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of 

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes,, 

of Candidate 
«Z? 1q4:i ... , ____ ,, __ _ 

Each candidate must file a statement with the qualifying officer within 1 O days after the 
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository is filed Willful 
failure to file this form is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign 
Financing Act which may result in a fine of up to $1,000, (ss, 106.19(1)(c), 106.265(1), Florida 
Statutes), 

DS-DE 84 (05/11) 

0000''8 



Campaign Treasurer's Report 
Electronic Filing Requirements 

for Miami-Dade County 

~ Candidate (office sought): Mayor - Miami-Dade County 
·---

D Political Committee: 

r-·:i> ~ 
0 Party Executive Committee: F13 1 

----------- ---~o~--ev--; I -o 
~)> ~ 
c;;O D Other: 

I, ------·-------~-~=C=ar_l~o~s~A=G=im=e-n~e-z===--­
(Please prmt name of Candidate or Cha1rperson) 

CJ1 

understand that Campaign Treasurer's Reports must be filed electronically in order to 

comply with Miami-Dade County requirements .. 

Additionally, a hard copy of the Campaign Treasurer's Reports must be printed from the 

Miami-Dade County Elections Department website and submitted by the reporting 

deadline with original signatures 

Candidate or Chairperson 

@ 1rf.J/; 
Date 

Day Time Telephone No: ~~~_-814-843~------

Email Address: gimenez4mayor@gmall.com ·--------------

This form must be filed with the qualifying officer within 1 O days after the Appointment of 
Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository form is filed .. 

MD-ED 10 (Rev 1/11) 

oooo·s 

;o 
m 
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m -< m 
0 
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I. 

Receipt of Handbook and the MIAH. 
Election Laws of the State of Florida [i(IJl\ii · 

Candidate/Chairperson: 

Carlos Gimenez 

First Name Middle Name ·~~~--····--· Last Name 

Mayor .. Miami-Dade County 
------_,,....,,,,---. 

Office Sought I Organization 

This is to acknowledge my receipt of the following documents: 

Handbooks Available 
Downloaded 

Edition from Internet CD-Rom Other 
-->----+ -----+-----··- -----····----

The Election L.aws of the State of Florida IZ1 D 
·-·----·----·· ···-·--·-·----··------·-···· ,, _____ ,, ...... _ .. ___ ·-!-··-·-··--··--·-· - ·------·-·-··-·-· 
Miami-Dade County Qualifying Handbook 1ZJ D 

Committee Handbook D D 
_ ........ -·--··-·-···------···-·---.. -·---·------··-··-····· .. I-··--·------·- --·-------······-·-r---·-···----
Electioneering Committee Handbook O D 

...,,;.,. "' ""~ ,("._ " ----~andidate/Chairperson Signature 

Date: !i12_ f#t.. . 
Phone No.: 305-814·843~·---· Fax No.: 

SNOll::Jll3 
E-mail address: glmenez4mayor@gmail.com 30\fO-IWV!W ---------· 

SI :t: Wd t:- !30 UOZ 

031\1303~ 
MD-ED 2 (Rev 12109) 
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ATTACHMENT "D" 

Select Year: I 201.~.-~J [ G;;-] 

Chapter 106 
CAMPAIGN FINANCING 

\. 

106.07 Reports; certification and filing.-

View Entire Chapter 

(1) Each campaign treasurer designated by a candidate or political committee pursuant to s .. 106.021 

shall file regular reports of all contributions received, and all expenditures made, by or on behalf of 

such candidate or political committee. Except for the third calendar quarter immediately preceding a 

general election, reports shall be filed on the 10th day following the end of each calendar quarter from 

the time the campaign treasurer is appointed, except that, if the 10th day following the end of a 

calendar quarter occurs on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the report shall be filed on the next 

following day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday Quarterly reports shall include all 

contributions received and expenditures made during the calendar quarter which have not otherwise 

been reported pursuant to this section 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the reports shall also be filed on the 32nd, 18th, and 4th 

days immediately preceding the primary and on the 46th, 32nd, 18th, and 4th days immediately 

preceding the election, for a candidate who is opposed in seeking nomination or election to any office, 

for a political committee, or for a committee of continuous existence 

(b) Any statewide candidate who has requested to receive contributions pursuant to the Florida 

Election Campaign Financing Act or any statewide candidate in a race with a candidate who has 

requested to receive contributions pursuant to the act shall also file reports on the 4th, 11th, 18th, 

25th, and 32nd days prior to the primary election, and on the 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, 32nd, 39th, 46th, 

and 53rd days prior to the general election 

(c) Following the last day of qualifying for office, any unopposed candidate need only file a report 

within 90 days after the date such candidate became unopposed Such report shall contain all previously 

unreported contributions and expenditures as required by this section and shall reflect disposition of 

funds as required bys 106. 141 

(d)1.. When a special election is called to fill a vacancy in office, all political committees making 

contributions or expenditures to influence the results of such special election or the preceding special 

primary election shall file campaign treasurers' reports with the filing officer on the dates set by the 

Department of State pursuant to s .. 100. 111 .. 

2 When an election is called for an issue to appear on the ballot at a time when no candidates are 

scheduled to appear on the ballot, all political committees making contributions or expenditures in 

support of or in opposition to such issue shall file reports on the 18th and 4th days prior to such 

election 

(e) The filing officer shall provide each candidate with a schedule designating the beginning and end 

of reporting periods as well as the corresponding designated due dates. 

(2)(a)1.. All reports required of a candidate by this section shall be filed with the officer before 

whom the candidate is required by law to qualify .. All candidates who file with the Department of State 

0000:11 
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shall file their reports pursuant to s 106.0705 .. Except as provided ins 106.0705, reports shall be filed 

not later than 5 p .. m .. of the day designated; however, any report postmarked by the United States 

Postal Service no later than midnight of the day designated shall be deemed to have been filed in a 

timely manner .. Any report received by the filing officer within 5 days after the designated due date that 

was delivered by the United States Postal Service shall be deemed timely filed unless it has a postmark 

that indicates that the report was mailed after the designated due date .. A certificate of mailing 

obtained from and dated by the United States Postal Service at the time of mailing, or a receipt from an 

established courier company, which bears a date on or before the date on which the report is due, shall 

be proof of mailing in a timely manner Reports shall contain information of all previously unreported 

contributions received and expenditures made as of the preceding Friday, except that the report filed 

on the Friday immediately preceding the election shall contain information of all previously unreported 

contributions received and expenditures made as of the day preceding that designated due date .. All 

such reports shall be open to public inspection .. 

2.. This subsection does not prohibit the governing body of a political subdivision, by ordinance or 

resolution, from imposing upon its own officers and candidates electronic filing requirements not in 

conflict withs .. 106.0705 Expenditure of public funds for such purpose is deemed to be for a valid public 

purpose 

(b )1.. Any report that is deemed to be incomplete by the officer with whom the candidate qualifies 

shall be accepted on a conditional basis The campaign treasurer shall be notified by certified mail or by 

another method using a common carrier that provides a proof of delivery of the notice as to why the 

report is incomplete and within 7 days after receipt of such notice must file an addendum to the report 

providing all information necessary to complete the report in compliance with this section Failure to 

file a complete report after such notice constitutes a violation of this chapter 

2.. Notice is deemed complete upon proof of delivery of a written notice to the mailing or street 

address of the campaign treasurer or registered agent of record with the filing officer 

(3) Reports required of a political committee shall be filed with the agency or officer before whom 

such committee registers pursuant to s 106.03(3) and shall be subject to the same filing conditions as 

established for candidates' reports .. Incomplete reports by political committees shall be treated in the 

manner provided for incomplete reports by candidates in subsection (2) 

(4)(a) Each report required by this section must contain: 

1. The full name, address, and occupation, if any of each person who has made one or more 

contributions to or for such committee or candidate within the reporting period, together with the 

amount and date of such contributions. For corporations, the report must provide as clear a description 

as practicable of the principal type of business conducted by the corporation However, if the 

contribution is $100 or less or is from a relative, as defined ins 112.312, provided that the relationship 

is reported, the occupation of the contributor or the principal type of business need not be listed. 

2. The name and address of each political committee from which the reporting committee or the 

candidate received, or to which the reporting committee or candidate made, any transfer of funds, 

together with the amounts and dates of all transfers. 

3.. Each loan for campaign purposes to or from any person or political committee within the 

reporting period, together with the full names, addresses, and occupations, and principal places of 

business, if any, of the lender and endorsers, if any, and the date and amount of such loans 

4.. A statement of each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt not otherwise listed under 

subparagraphs 1 through 3 

0000t2 



5. The total sums of all loans, in-kind contributions, and other receipts by or for such committee or 

candidate during the reporting period .. The reporting forms shall be designed to elicit separate totals for 

in-kind contributions, loans, and other receipts .. 

6.. The full name and address of each person to whom expenditures have been made by or on behalf 

of the committee or candidate within the reporting period; the amount, date, and purpose of each such 

expenditure; and the name and address of, and office sought by, each candidate on whose behalf such 

expenditure was made. However, expenditures made from the petty cash fund provided by s .. 106.12 

need not be reported individually .. 

7. The full name and address of each person to whom an expenditure for personal services, salary, 

or reimbursement for authorized expenses as provided ins .. 106.021 (3) has been made and which is not 

otherwise reported, including the amount, date, and purpose of such expenditure. However, 

expenditures made from the petty cash fund provided for ins. 106.12 need not be reported individually 

Receipts for reimbursement for authorized expenditures shall be retained by the treasurer along with 

the records for the campaign account 

8 The total amount withdrawn and the total amount spent for petty cash purposes pursuant to this 

chapter during the reporting period . 

9 The total sum of expenditures made by such committee or candidate during the reporting period 

10.. The amount and nature of debts and obligations owed by or to the committee or candidate, 

which relate to the conduct of any political campaign .. 

11 . Transaction information for each credit card purchase .. Receipts for each credit card purchase 

shall be retained by the treasurer with the records for the campaign account. 

12. The amount and nature of any separate interest-bearing accounts or certificates of deposit and 

identification of the financial institution in which such accounts or certificates of deposit are located 

13 The primary purposes of an expenditure made indirectly through a campaign treasurer pursuant 

to s. 106.021 (3) for goods and services such as communications media placement or procurement 

services, campaign signs, insurance, and other expenditures that include multiple components as part of 

the expenditure. The primary purpose of an expenditure shall be that purpose, including integral and 

directly related components, that comprises 80 percent of such expenditure .. 

(b) The filing officer shall make available to any candidate or committee a reporting form which the 

candidate or committee may use to indicate contributions received by the candidate or committee but 

returned to the contributor before deposit 

(5) The candidate and his or her campaign treasurer, in the case of a candidate, or the political 

committee chair and campaign treasurer of the committee, in the case of a political committee, shall 

certify as to the correctness of each report; and each person so certifying shall bear the responsibility 

for the accuracy and veracity of each report Any campaign treasurer, candidate, or political committee 

chair who willfully certifies the correctness of any report while knowing that such report is incorrect, 

false, or incomplete commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s 775.082 or 

s. 775.083 

(6) The records maintained by the campaign depository with respect to any campaign account 

regulated by this chapter are subject to inspection by an agent of the Division of Elections or the Florida 

Elections Commission at any time during normal banking hours, and such depository shall furnish 

certified copies of any of such records to the Division of Elections or Florida Elections Commission upon 

request. 

(7) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, in any reporting period during which a 

candidate, political committee, or committee of continuous existence has not received funds, made any 



contributions, or expended any reportable funds, the filing of the required report for that period is 

waived.. However, the next report filed must specify that the report covers the entire period between 

the last submitted report and the report being filed, and any candidate, political committee, or 

committee of continuous existence not reporting by virtue of this subsection on dates prescribed 

elsewhere in this chapter shall notify the filing officer in writing on the prescribed reporting date that 

no report is being filed on that date .. 

(8)(a) Any candidate or political committee failing to file a report on the designated due date is 

subject to a fine as provided in paragraph (b) for each late day, and, in the case of a candidate, such 

fine shall be paid only from personal funds of the candidate The fine shall be assessed by the filing 

officer and the moneys collected shall be deposited: 

1 . In the General Revenue Fund, in the case of a candidate for state office or a political committee 

that registers with the Division of Elections; or 

2.. In the general revenue fund of the political subdivision, in the case of a candidate for an office of 

a political subdivision or a political committee that registers with an officer of a political subdivision 

No separate fine shall be assessed for failure to file a copy of any report required by this section 

(b) Upon determining that a report is late, the filing officer shall immediately notify the candidate 

or chair of the political committee as to the failure to file a report by the designated due date and that 

a fine is being assessed for each late day. The fine shall be $50 per day for the first 3 days late and, 

thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25 percent of the total receipts or 

expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. However, for the reports 

immediately preceding each special primary election, special election, primary election, and general 

election, the fine shall be $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25 percent of the total receipts 

or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. For reports required 

under s 106.141 (7), the fine is $50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25 percent of the total 

receipts or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. Upon receipt 

of the report, the filing officer shall determine the amount of the fine which is due and shall notify the 

candidate or chair or registered agent of the political committee The filing officer shall determine the 

amount of the fine due based upon the earliest of the following: 

1 . When the report is actually received by such officer. 

2 When the report is postmarked 

3.. When the certificate of mailing is dated. 

4.. When the receipt from an established courier company is dated 

5.. When the electronic receipt issued pursuant to s 106.0705 or other electronic filing system 

authorized in this section is dated 

Such fine shall be paid to the filing officer within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment due, 

unless appeal is made to the Florida Elections Commission pursuant to paragraph (c) Notice is deemed 

complete upon proof of delivery of written notice to the mailing or street address on record with the 

filing officer In the case of a candidate, such fine shall not be an allowable campaign expenditure and 

shall be paid only from personal funds of the candidate An officer or member of a political committee 

shall not be personally liable for such fine 

(c) Any candidate or chair of a political committee may appeal or dispute the fine, based upon, but 

not limited to, unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file on the designated due date, and 

may request and shall be entitled to a hearing before the Florida Elections Commission, which shall have 

the authority to waive the fine in whole or in part. The Florida Elections Commission must consider the 

OOOO.c4 



mitigating and aggravating circumstances contained ins 106.265(2) when determining the amount of a 

fine, if any, to be waived.. Any such request shall be made within 20 days after receipt of the notice of 

payment due. In such case, the candidate or chair of the political committee shall, within the 20-day 

period, notify the filing officer in writing of his or her intention to bring the matter before the 
commission. 

(d) The appropriate filing officer shall notify the Florida Elections Commission of the repeated late 

filing by a candidate or political committee, the failure of a candidate or political committee to file a 
report after notice, or the failure to pay the fine imposed .. The commission shall investigate only those 
alleged late filing violations specifically identified by the filing officer and as set forth in the 

notification. Any other alleged violations must be separately stated and reported by the division to the 
commission under s .. 106.25(2) .. 

(9) The Department of State may prescribe by rule the requirements for filing campaign treasurers' 

reports as set forth in this chapter. 
History .. -s .. 7, ch. 73-128; ss 5, 15, 17, ch. 74·200; ss .. 1, 2, ch .. 75·8; s. 2, ch 75-139; s 1, ch 77-174; s 46, ch 77·175; 

s. 23, ch. 79-164; ss. 7, 8, ch .. 79··365; s. 4, ch 79-378; s. 58, ch 79-400; s 52, ch .. 81-259; s 27, ch 81-304; s .. 2, ch 82··143; 

s .. 11, ch. 83-251; s 37, ch. 84-302; s. 6, ch 85··226; s. 1, ch .. 86··134; s .. 13, ch. 87-224; s 9, ch 89·256; s 31, ch 90·315; s. 
2, ch .. 90··338; s 18, ch. 90-502; s .. 7, ch 91-107; s. 2, ch 95-140; s. 640, ch 95-147; s .. 15, ch 95-280; s 7, ch .. 97-13; s 6, 

ch 200H5; s. 29, ch. 2002··17; s 2, ch 2002-197; s 8, ch 2003-1; ss 17, 18, ch 2004-252; s 24, ch 2005··286; ss 5, 10, 

ch. 2006-300; s .. 29, ch .. 2008··95; s 59, ch 2011-40; s 6, ch 2on.5 
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ATIACHMENT "E" l 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Carlos Gimenez OFFICE U.SE ONLY 

Name L \t~1,r~~1Jr ·~r ,,, s ·r 01'1 
:i .. • ",,,, .;i"';jl "', ""' .•0• ;J :,;. . .t. \. 

(2) 4061 South Le Jeune Road (10516 72] 

Address (number and street) Submitted on: 

..Miami ' FT. 33146 1/16/2013 17:39:02 (eastern) 
City, State, Zip Code 

0 CHECK IF ADDRESS HAS CHANGED (3) ID Number: 1049 

(4) Check appropriate box( es): 

IB] Candidate (office sought): Mayor 2012 

D Political Comm~tee 0 CHECK IF PC HAS DISBANDED 

D Committee of Continuous Existence 0 CHECK IF CCE HAS DISBANDED 

.D Party Executive Committee 

O.E'lectioneE1ring c·ommunicatlon 0 CHECK IF NO OTHER ELEC110NEERING 
colVilVllJNICATION REPOl'U'.S'WILL ,BE FILED 

(o) RcPORT IDENTIFIERS 

C.over Period: From 
10/1/2012 1/16/2013 

Report Type .TR-MS I I To I -- -- --- -- -- -- _____ .. 
~Original D Amendment D Spe.cial Ele.ction Report D Independent Expenditure Rer;-ort 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Monetary 

Cash & Checks $ 9,589 87 Expenditures $ 19,444 . 35 
-

Lo;ins $ 0 00 Transfers to Office --
Account $ 0.00 

Tota I Mo·netary $ 9,589 87 Total ----
Monetary $ 19,444.35 

In-Kind $ 0 00 

(8) Other Distributions 
$ 0.00 

---

(9) TOTAL Monetary Contributions To Date (10) T'OTAL Monetary Expenditures To Date 

$ 1 11C:: r..A.R JJ2_ $ J ' J J 6 ..QA.B. • ..$..2._ 

(11) CERTIFICATION 

It Is a first.degree misdemeanor for any pars.on to falsify a public record {ss. 839.13, F.S.) 

I certify that I have examined this report and it is true, I certify that I have examined this report and it is true, 
correct, and complete. correct, and complete 

(T'ype name) (Type name) 

D Individual ( ooly for 0Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer Ocandidate D Chairperson (only for PC. PTY & 
electlon'eerfng commun ) electtoneerlng commun organization) 

x x 
Signature Signature 

OS-DE 12 (~~y. QS/04) 
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CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT .... ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTl.ON.S 

(1) Name _ _,_c,.a.i.r~J . .,o,.s_Gcw.i lllm..,e.un,,e4z _______ _ (2) l..D. Number --~1~o4~9~-. 
10/1/2012 1/16/2013 

(3) Cover Period __ I __ l __ through I I (4) Page 1 of 3 

(9) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 
Date Full Name 
($) (Last, Suffix, First Middle) 

Sequ~nce Street Address & Contrib.utor Contribution In-kind 
Number Citv,. State, Zio Code T"ne Occuoation · T"~ Descriotion Amendment Amount 

Miyares, Andres I r.-.eal CH $500 01 
10/1/2012 1421 Ancona Avenue estate 

./ I Coral Gables, Fl 33146 

1 

- -
10/1/2012 

Lastra, Alex p I real CH $500 0 
4041 Collins Avenue estate 

I . I Apt 421 
Miami Beach Fl 33140 

2 

10/1/2012 
Italkraft B f:onstruct CH $500 0 

International LLC, bn 
I I 2900 NW 77th court 

Miami FI. 33l22Rlll3 

3 

10/1/2012 
Rojas, Rodolfo I construct CH $500 0( 
160 Bonaventure Blvd on 

I I Apt 202 
Weston FL 33326 

4 

10/1/2012 
Ryan, William H I ~ite CH $500 .0 
6030 NW Slat I'erx·ace ~ontxacto 

I I Parkland Fl 33067 

5 

10/1/2012 
Vadia, Alejandra 
1412 Garcia Avenue 

I homemaker CH $500 oc 

I I coral Gables Fl- 33146 

6 

-
10/1/2012 

Corona, Nicole c 
6834 sunrise Drive 

I awyer CH $500 0 

I I Coral Gables FL 33133 

) 

10/1/2012 
Corona, Ramon E I healthcar• CH $500 0( 
6834 Sun:i:·ise Drive 

I I Coral Gables Fl 33133 

s 

OS-DE f 3 (Rev . 08/03) SEE REVERSE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND COOEVALUES 
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CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMl·ZED CONTRIBUTIONS 

(1) Name earl as Gimenez (2) LO .. Number 1 049 

10/1/2012 1/16/2013 
(3) Cover Period --· I ___ I __ through I I (4) Page 2 of 3 

(15) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 
Date Full Name 
($) (Last, Suffix, First Middle) 

S<:gu9noe Street Address & ContributQr Contribution In-kind 
N.umber Citv, State, Zio Code Tvne Oeouoation Tv>= Desoriotion .AJnendme·nt Amo.unt -

Delgado, Juan M I pontructi CH $500 0 
10/1/2012 7380 NW 7 7th Court h I I Miami FL 33166 

9 

- --
10/1/2012 Frances Anillo B architect' CH $500 0( 

Toledo LLC, 
I I 1385 Coral Way 

Suit.e 204 

10 Miami, Fl 33145 

--· 
10/1/2012 South Miami Ave, B "'eal CH $500 0( 

LLC, estate 
l I 1300 S Miami Ave 

Miami , Fl 33130 

11 

-
10/1/2012 Vadia Development B ~eal CH $500 0 

Inc ' sstate 
I I 3211 Ponce De Leon Blvd 

Suite 202 

12 Coral Gables Fl 33134 

--··-·--· 
10/1/2012 

RRAC University B real CH $500 0 

Apts, LLC, estate 
I I -- 3211 Ponce De Ieon Blvd 

Suite 202 

13 Coral Gables, Fl 33134 

10/1/2012 
Vistalmar, LLC, B p:-eal CH $500 0 
3211 Ponce De Leon Blvd sstate 

I I suite 202 
coral Gables Fl 33134 

14 

10/1/2012 Newport Property B ¢onstruct CH $500 0 
Construction, bn 

I I 3211 Ponce De Leon Blvd 
Suite 202 

15 Co:i:·al Gables Fl 33134 

10/1/2012 Newport Property B real CH $500 0 
Ventures LTD, •state 

I I 3211 Ponce De Leon Blvd 
Suite 202 

16 Coral Gables FL 33134 

DS-DE13 (Rev. 08/03) SEE REVERSE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND CODEVALUES 
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CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT- ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS 

(1) Name earl as Gimenez . (2) LD .. Number 1049 

10/1/2012 1/16/2013 
t3J Cover Period __ I __ l __ through I I (4) Page 3 Of 3 

--
(f5) (7) (3) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

Da1e Full Name 
(!3) (Last. Suffix, First, Middle) 

Sequence Street Address & Contributor Contribution In-kind 
Number Citv, State, Zip Code Tvne Occuoation Tv"" Des.criPtion Amendment Amo.unt 

Palm Beach Polo, B polo club CH $500 01 
10/1/2012 Inc .. , 

./ I 11198 Polo Club Road 
Wellington, Fl 33414 

17 

f--· -
ll/20/2012 

AT&T, 0 ,...efund RE $Saa a. 
175 E Houston _ele SVCS 

I I San Antonio, IX 78205 

18 

- -
11/20/2012 

Florida Power & B ~efund RE $251.0 

Light, electric 
I I General Mail Facility SVCS 

Miami, Fl 33188 

19 

-
1/14/2013 

City of North B ~ever RE $250 O< 
Miami, :ashed -

I I 776 NE 125 Street voided 
North Miami Fl 33161 

20 

-
I I 

- ------------ -·------·--- --···-···--- -·----

I I 

--
I I 

I I 

DS-DE1.3(Rev. 08103) SEE REVERSE FOR INSTRUCTIONS ANDCODEVALUES 
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CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT' - ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES 
(1) Name Carlos Gimenez (2) 1.0. Number ____ 1_04_9 __ 

10/1/2012 1/16/2013 
(3).C<.werPeriod __ ( ___ I ___ through __ / __ _/ __ (4) Page_~1 __ of __ 1_ 

(5) (7) (8) (9) (1QJ (11} 

Date Full Name Purpose 

(6) (Last, Suffix, First, Middle} (add office sought if 
Expenditure 

Sequence StreetAildress & contribution to a 

Number City, state, Zip Code candidate) Type Amendm~nt Am·Qunt 

1115//012 Coffey Burlington, legalfees MO $6, 500 oc 
2699 South Bayshore Drive 
Miami, FL 33133 

1 

-· 
11/15/2012 Miami Dade Exploratory contribution MO $4,000 0 

I I 
Committ, 
2520 SW 22 Street 
Suite 2-169 

2 Miami, FL 33145 

11/15/2012 Robert H Fernandez, PA, legal fees MO $5,000 0 
500 South Dixie Hwy, Suite 302 

I I Miami, FL 33146 

3 

11/15;2012 BYG STRATEGIES, consulting 
.. 

MO $500 oc 

I I 
950 Brickell Bay Drive 
Suite 400 
Miami, FL 33131 

4 

11/30/2012 Mallah Furman, accounting fees MO $1,775 3 
1001 Brickell Bay Drive 

I / Suite 1400 
Miami, FL 33131 

5 

-
10/1/2012 Piryx Inc .. , credit MO $468 9< 

I I 
144 2nd Street card 
First Floor !recessing 
San Francisco, CA 94105 ees 

6 

10/1/2012 Returned Checks, n·On-sufficient MO $1 200.0 

I I 
funds/informati 
on 

' requested 
7 

-- -·-----

I I 

OS·DE 14'(Rev. 08/03) 
SEE REVERSE FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND CODE VALUES 
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