
NOH 
FEC # 22-319 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   FHAA PC 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 22-319 

TO:  FHAA PC 
 Joseph McCormick, Chair 
 120 South Monroe Street 
 Tallahassee, FL 32301-2301 
  

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6596 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, January 24, 2023 at 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: VIA WEBINAR 
 
AUDIO PARTICIPATION: UNITED STATES Toll Free 1-877-309-2074; AUDIO PIN Shown after joining the webinar 
ATTENDEE--549-813-809; WEB PARTICIPATION: Registration URL 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3673174107580012888; Webinar ID: 373-226-835 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
January 9, 2023 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3673174107580012888


NOH 
FEC # 22-319 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



NOH 
FEC # 22-319 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   FHAA PC 
___________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 22-319 

 
TO:  FHAA PC 
 Joseph McCormick, Chair 
 120 South Monroe Street 
 Tallahassee, FL 32301-2301 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6596 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

 You are hereby notified that the previously scheduled hearing for December 14, 2022, 
is cancelled. It is anticipated that your case will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting, 
which will be scheduled for a date to be determined in either January 2023 or February 2023.   
 

A Notice of Hearing will be mailed to you approximately 14 days prior to the new 
hearing date. 
 
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
December 13, 2022 

 



NOH 
FEC # 22-319 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   FHAA PC 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 22-319 

 
TO:  Joseph McCormick, Chair 
 120 South Monroe Street 
 Tallahassee, FL 32301-2301 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6596 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, December 14, 2022 at 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, 306 HOB, 
Mashburn Hall, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
November 30, 2022 



NOH 
FEC # 22-319 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Aut048 (2/09) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-22-319 
 
NAME: FHAA PC 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  09/08/2022 

DATE REPORT DUE: 06/24/2022 (2022 P1) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 08/01/2022 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 38 

AMOUNT OF FINE:  $875.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (  ) NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $3,500.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $0 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  08/18/2022 (Fine Ltr) 

SUMMARY: FHAA PC is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of Florida. The PC’s chair 
and its treasurer is Joseph McCormick.  

The PC is appealing the fine claiming that “the paid preparer” was unaware that the filing frequency changed 
from monthly to weekly. According to Mr. McCormick, this is the PC’s “first full calendar year of being 
required to file the M and/or P report to the Division of Elections.” He notes that since the error, all other 
reports have been filed timely.   
 

· The 2022 P1 Original Report covers the period from 06/01/22-06/17/22; it was due on 06/24/22. 
· The 2022 P1 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 07/08/22.1 
· FHAA PC reported receiving 1 contribution, while making zero expenditures. 
· FEC staff was advised, “The committee filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 07/08/22. A waiver 

is not a report.  On 08/01/22, the committee filed a report showing $3,500.00 of activity. The fine 
is based on 25% of the activity. 

· The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to FHAA PC’s 2022 P1 report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  None.  

 
 

 
 

 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [X  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 











FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Cord Byrd 

June 28. 2022 

Joseph McConnick. Chairpersoo 
FHAA PC 
120 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee. FL 32301-2301 

Dear Mr. McCormick: 

Secretary of State 
DNISION OF ELECTIONS 

PAC 79847 

O\lr records indicate that you have not filed either your campaign treasurer's report or notification that no 
reportable activity occurred, whichever is applicable. The filing date was June 24, 2022. 

The law (s. I 06.07(8)(b), Fla. Stat.) requires the filing officer lo immediately notify you about the missed 
filing date and the automatic fines that will be assessed for late filing of a report, if a report was due. 

• If reponablc activity occurred and you have not filed a report, statutory fines are automatically
assessed as follows until you file your report:

$50 per day for the first 3 days late 
$500 per day for each day after the 3rd day late 
If the required report immediately precedes a primary and general election, the automatic 
fine is $500 for each late day. 

The total fine for the untirnely report cannot exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, 
whichever is greater, for the cover period. Even if you end up filing your report late, we cannot 
waive the statutory fines. We will notify you of the specific amount of fines owed once you file 
your report. You have 20 days frorn the day you receive the omice to pay the fine or 10 appeal the 
fine to the Florida Elections Commission. 

• If no reportable activity occurred for the report dale(s). you are still required lo notify us in
writing, via the Division's Electronic filing System, that no reportable activity occurred. No
automatic fines are stalutorily assessed.

However, in all cases, failure to tile and/or untimely filing of a report of reportable activity. or if applicable. a 
notice that no repor1able activity occurred, may conslitute an apparenl violation of chapter I 06, Fla. Stal. If we 
refer such matter 10 the Florida Elections Commission, the Commission may subsequently impose a civil 
penalty for each violation under chapter I 06.265( I), Fla. Stal. 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (8S0) 245-6280. 

Sincerely. 

"·· 0 � �--
Don�rown, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

The R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 • 500 Sou1h Bronough Streel • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6240

(850) 245-6260 (fax) • DOS.Myflorida.com/Ele<tions • ElecRecords(µjdos.mvf/01ida.com



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY

(1) (2)

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number

(3) 120 South Monroe Street           

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code

32301

(4)

Check box if address has changed since last report

Check appropriate box(es):

Candidate (office sought):

Political Committee Check If PC has DISBANDED

Committee of Continuous Existance Check If CCE has DISBANDED

Party Executive Committee

X

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS

Cover Period:    From To Report Type:

Original Amendment Special Election Report

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT

Cash & Checks

Loans

Total Monetary

In-Kind

Monetary Expenditures

Transfers to Office Account

Total Monetary

(8) Other Distributions

Certification

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.)

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Treasurer Deputy Treasurer

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Candidate Chaiman (PC/PTY Only

X
Signature Signature

X

X

X

FHAA PC 79847

Tallahassee FL

$3,500.00 

$0.00

$3,500.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

06/01/2022 06/17/2022 P1

Prepared on: 8/1/22  4:50:03PM Reviewed On: 8/1/22   4:48 pm



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

FHAA PC 06/01/2022 06/17/2022

79847 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

to2022 P1

Amount

AmendIn-Kind Description

Contributor Occupation

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

06/17/2022

1 LIFTED LIQUIDS, INC 

5511 95TH AVE

KENOSHA, WI 53144 CHE

MANUFACTURERB
$3,500.00  

ADD

Prepared on: 8/1/22  4:50:03PM* Incomplete Record 8/1/22   4:48 pmReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

FHAA PC 06/01/2022 06/17/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES

to2022 P1

Amount

Amend
PurposeType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 8/1/22  4:50:03PM* Incomplete Record 8/1/22   4:48 pmReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

FHAA PC 06/01/2022 06/17/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS

to2022 P1

Amount

Amend
Nature of AccountType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 8/1/22  4:50:03PM* Incomplete Record 8/1/22   4:48 pmReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

FHAA PC 06/01/2022 06/17/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS

to2022 P1

Amount

AmendRelated Expenditure

Recipient Purpose

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 8/1/22  4:50:03PM* Incomplete Record 8/1/22   4:48 pmReviewed On:





9/8/22, 4:12 PM FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report

https://doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp?AcctNum=79847&cboElection=&cboType=COM&txtName=FHAA PC 1/1

search | directory | contact us | 411 | subscribe | tour | help 

Florida Department of State - Division of Elections
Florida Election System Reports

Candidate/Committee Lookup

Name: FHAA PC

Election:  

Acct: 79847

Type: Committee

Search  Reset

Committee Name: FHAA PC
Account: 79847

Date Due Type Date
Filed Status Days

Late
Fine

Assessed Appealed Amount
Fined

Amount
Paid

9/2/2022 G1 8/31/2022
8/26/2022 P7A 8/19/2022
8/19/2022 P7 8/19/2022
8/12/2022 P6 8/11/2022
8/5/2022 P5 8/5/2022
7/29/2022 P4 7/26/2022
7/22/2022 P3 7/26/2022 CLO 4 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
7/15/2022 P2A 7/26/2022 CLO 11 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
7/8/2022 P2 7/8/2022
7/1/2022 P1A 7/8/2022 CLO 7 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
6/24/2022 P1 7/8/2022 APP 0 $875.00 $875.00 $0.00
6/10/2022 M5 6/9/2022
5/10/2022 M4 5/9/2022
4/11/2022 M3 4/11/2022
3/10/2022 M2 3/9/2022
2/10/2022 M1 2/9/2022
1/10/2022 M12 1/10/2022

http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/search/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/directory.html
http://fcn.state.fl.us/b_eog/owa/b_eog_www.feedback.information
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/contact/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/subscribe/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/tour/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/about/help.html
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