
NOH 
FEC # 16-281 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 
In Re:   Jerry Lawrence Blvd. 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 16-281 

 
TO:  Jerry Lawrence Blvd. 
 1472 US 90 West 
 Lake City, FL 32025 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, November 16, 2016 at 8:30 am, or as 

soon thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, 
Room 110-S, Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as 

follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission 
requests that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case 
be considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections 

Commission on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the 
hearings on other confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the 

official record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the 
hearing. 

 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Amy McKeever Toman 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
November 1, 2016 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine 
on you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, 
you have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there 
were unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your 
case.  If the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after 
considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not 
timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has 
been made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission 
accepts the consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent 
order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless 
confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts 
the consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a 
decision to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if 
the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that 
the Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain 
how the staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not 
testify, call others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  
The Commission will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the 
Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an 
opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable 
Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, 
he must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial 
affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.





July 25, 2016 

To whom it may concern: 

We received a letter from the Division of Elections regarding automatic fines for late filing of the report 

period ending June 24, 2016. Copy enclosed. 

We are respectfully requesting abatement of the penalties under Florida Administrative Code Section 

2B-1.005. I would like the opportunity to plead this case in front of the committee. 

Mrs. Athena Smith, the campaign treasurer had a series of unfortunate events that caused her to not be 

able to access her home office and computer. All campaign financial information necessary for filing 

timely reports were held in her office and maintained on her personal computer. 

A project that began on Mrs. Smith's home as a cosmetic improvement ended up being a major repair. 

The home had interior framing issues that had to be addressed and forced Mrs. Smith and her family to 

vacate their home for over 3 weeks. Extreme heat kept the contractors from working full days and by 

the time she was able to access her office and computer, the report was late. 

Mrs. Smith filed the reports as soon as she was able to get back into her home office where all the 

financial information is maintained. 

We have attached a copy of the estimate from the contractor and a letter from him stating that Mrs. 

Smith and her family were indeed not able to get into their home while some of these major repairs 

yv~re being made. The work began on June 22nd and was completed on July 22nd. 
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July 11, 2016 

Jerry Lawrence Bullard 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ken Detzner 
Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

Candidate for State Representative, District 10 

404 5th Street Southeast 
Jasper, FL 32052-2052 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

CAN 65225 

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on July I, 2016, was filed on July 8, 2016. By law, you are 
automatically assessed a late fine of $2, 150.00. 

You have 20 days from the receipt of this notice to either: 

I. Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an 
allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at: 

Florida Division of Elections 
R.A. Gray Building, Room. 316 
5 00 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011 

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 2B-l.005 and 2B-l.0055, 
Florida Administrative Code) at: 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150-

If you appeal, please send a copy also to the Florida Division of Elections so that you will not 
receive further notices from the Division about this matter. 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 245-6280. 

:;;;~~~ 
Kristi Reid Bronson, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

cc: Athena Smith, Treasurer 

The RA Gray Building-Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6240 
FAX: (850) 245-6260 • WWW Address: http://www.dos.state.fl.us • E-Mail: DivE!ections@,dos.state..fl.us 
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MORNINGWOOD CONSTRUCTION SER. VICES, LLC 
3330 NW 53Ro TERRACE 

July 22, 2016 

Jerry Lawrence Bullard 
404 5th Street southeast 
Jasper, Florida 32052 

Dear Mr. Bullard, 

GAINESVILLE, FL 32606 

On June 20, 2016, I contracted with Mr. and Mrs. Smith to make some repairs to their 
home. 

Due to unforeseen damage to the home's interior framing, the family had to vacate the 
home for approximately three weeks, two of which Mrs. Smith had no access to her 
upstairs home office. The extent of the damage and the extreme heat prolonged the 
completion of the repairs and the time the family had to be out of their home. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

ft7~~ 
Michael Thornton 
352-339-4792 



MORNINGWOOD CONSTRUCTION 

3330 NW 53RD TERR 
FL 32606 

Name I Address 

11206 NW 61 st Terrace 
Alauchua FL 

Description 

labor 
materials- Hardie lap siding 
materials- Hardie trim 
materials- house wrap (moisture barrier) 

Estimate for repairing wood decay and replacing original cedar with 
Hardie board siding and trim 

Qty 

1,768 
350 
100 

2 

,.-) 
( 

Rate 

Total 

Estimate 
Date Estimate# 

612012016 32 

Project 

Total 

2.00 3,536.00 
7.00 2,450.00 

12.00 1,200.00 
100.00 200.00 

$7,386.00 
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