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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Hillsborough Political Action Committee 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-374 

 
TO:  Christopher Pittman, Chair 
 3001 West Azeele Street 
 Tampa, FL 33609 
  

 
Division of Elections 
RA Gray Building, Room 316 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, June 23, 2025 at 1:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Zoom, at the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1 and entering the Meeting ID: 
865 0472 2298 and Passcode: 885875. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 30, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal of an intent to revoke a registration, of a Political Committee, 
Electioneering Communications Organization, or a Political Party, the Division of Elections has issued you a 
notice of intent, citing the reasons for which it intends to cancel your registration.  By filing the appeal, you have 
asked the Commission to recommend that the Division’s Notice of Intent be set aside.  You are required to explain 
why you believe your registration should not be cancelled.  Based upon the information you present, the 
Commission will issue a recommended order to the Division, in which it will either recommend that the Notice 
of Intent be set aside, or that the cancellation be upheld.



Aut048 (2/09) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC 24-374 
 
NAME: HILLSBOROUGH POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 10/17/2024 

DATE REPORT DUE: 09/27/2024 (2024 G3) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 09/30/2024 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 3 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $150.00 

FINE BASED ON: (X)  NUMBER OF DAYS (  )  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $0 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $2,500.00 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 10/01/2024 (Fine Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Hillsborough Political Action Committee is a political committee (PC) registered with the State 
of Florida. At the time the appeal was filed, the PC’s chair was Dr. Christopher Pittman, and its treasurer 
was Dr. Eva Crooke. The PC’s current chair is Dr. Michael Cromer, and its treasurer is Dr. Damian 
Caraballo. 

The PC is appealing the fine claiming unusual circumstances surrounding Hurricane Helene. According to 
Jean Repass, bookkeeper for the PC, the hurricane caused massive flooding and power outages. She states 
that she was unable to retrieve the files from her office to file the report on time. 
 

 The 2024 G3 Original Report covers the period from 09/14/24-09/20/24; it was due on 09/27/24. 
 The 2024 G3 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 09/30/24. 
 Hillsborough Political Action Committee reported receiving zero contributions while making 4 

expenditures to different candidates. 
 The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Hillsborough Political Action 

Committee’s 2024 G3 Report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: NONE. 
 

 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [ X ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO  [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
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Hillsborough Political Action Committee

Queued Items for 2024-G3

60509Account:

254Rpt Seq:

ProcessDescription SubmitterStatus Created LastUpdate

Create Pending Report 60509Processing Complete 9/30/2024 9:55:23 AM 9/30/2024 9:55:23 AM

Review Pending Report 60509Processing Complete 9/30/2024 10:10:34 AM 9/30/2024 10:10:34 AM

Review Pending Report 60509Processing Complete 9/30/2024 10:11:27 AM 9/30/2024 10:11:27 AM

File Pending Report 60509Processing Complete 9/30/2024 10:12:19 AM 9/30/2024 10:12:19 AM
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HISTORY NOTES

Unique ID Date Recorded Last Edited Date Orginally Recorded By

Hillsborough Political Action Committee  -  60509

80310

Spoke to Bookkeeper in regards to anonymous donation. She will be correcting this in our system.

12/19/2023 10:13:00 AM tdsetzer

80287

Received written explanation for anonymous donations. The event was recorded incorrectly in the EFS. Will contact them to let 
them know how this is to be handled.

12/12/2023 2:15:00 PM tdsetzer

63740

Re T PIN, called T 9:20 am at number provided to me by Jean, (727-744-1054), and left message on T's Vm for T to call me.  
(The PC (Jean) represented that they received the New T acceptance letter but it contained no page with the T's new PIN.)  
She called back at 11:40, I called her back at 12:20 and gave T her PIN then.

3/1/2019 9:26:00 AM mcchellman3/1/2019 12:24:09 PM

52896

RE: Audit 2015 M9

Received phone call from Jean asking if I could check through her work because her boss was freaking out that they got a 
final notice for this after they had been working on it since the first notice and still had not gotten it right. I looked at the 
contribution section vs the audit letter and it appeared that all the contributor types had been changed to individual and that all 
but one of the in-kind fields had been cleared. I pointed her to number 23's inkind field which still had physician in it. She said 
she would go back in and remove that one. I told her an auditor would be going back through this now that she had made the 
changes and would check it. She asked that if there was anything else needed, please call because she really wanted to get 
this completed and did not want to be fined as described in the letter. 

Slb

3/16/2017 1:18:00 PM slbagley

42165

Spoke to an assistant who does the work re: 3/23/15 audit.  She says they just received the letter today.  Discussed concepts 
of leaving title out of name fields, Reimbursment report, and amending reports.  Pointed her to the manual.

3/30/2015 1:33:00 PM mcchellman

Page 1 of 1 11/20/2024
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