
NOH 
FEC # 24-228 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Citizen's Awake Now 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-228 

 
TO:  Francis A. Oakes, III, Chair 
 2205 Davis Boulevard 
 Naples, FL 34104 
  

 
Division of Elections 
RA Gray Building, Room 316 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, June 23, 2025 at 1:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Zoom, at the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1 and entering the Meeting ID: 
865 0472 2298 and Passcode: 885875. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 30, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1


NOH 
FEC # 24-228 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal of an intent to revoke a registration, of a Political Committee, 
Electioneering Communications Organization, or a Political Party, the Division of Elections has issued you a 
notice of intent, citing the reasons for which it intends to cancel your registration.  By filing the appeal, you have 
asked the Commission to recommend that the Division’s Notice of Intent be set aside.  You are required to explain 
why you believe your registration should not be cancelled.  Based upon the information you present, the 
Commission will issue a recommended order to the Division, in which it will either recommend that the Notice 
of Intent be set aside, or that the cancellation be upheld.



NOH 
FEC # 24-228 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Citizen's Awake Now 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-228 

 
TO:  Francis A. Oakes, III, Chair 
 2205 Davis Boulevard 
 Naples, FL 34104 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE  (AF)) 
 

 You are hereby notified that the previously scheduled hearing for February 26 and 27, 2025, is cancelled. It is 
anticipated that your case will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting, on a date to be determined.   A Notice of 
Hearing will be mailed approximately 14 days prior to the new hearing date. 
 
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
February 24, 2025 

 



NOH 
FEC # 24-228 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Citizen's Awake Now 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-228 

 
TO:  Francis A. Oakes, III, Chair 
 2205 Davis Boulevard 
 Naples, FL 34104 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE  (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, February 26, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: 412 Knott Building, Pat Thomas Committee Room, 404 South 
Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items 
into the building and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security. 

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
February 5, 2025 
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FEC # 24-228 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Aut048 (2/09) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-24-228 
 
NAME: CITIZENS AWAKE NOW, INC. 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 08/06/2024 

DATE REPORT DUE: 06/10/2024 (2024 Q2) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 06/21/2024 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 11 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $4,150.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (X) NUMBER OF DAYS (  )  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $23,856.86 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $2,324.00 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 06/17/2024 (Failure to File Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Citizens Awake Now, Inc. is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of Florida.  
The PC’s chair is Francis A. Oakes III and its treasurer is Courtney Howard.   

The PC is appealing the fine, claiming their “treasurer situation was in flux, and as of June 10, 2024, they 
did not have a PIN to file the report." According to Courtney Howard, the report was filed on June 21, 2024, 
after they received a temporary PIN. She also notes that she was not approved as the updated treasurer and 
issued a PIN until July 9, 2024. Ms. Howard has provided screenshots and emails to support the appeal.  
 

· The 2024 Q2 Original Report covers the period from 04/01/24-05/31/24; it was due on 06/10/24. 
· The 2024 Q2 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created on 06/04/24 and filed on 

06/21/24. 
· Citizens Awake Now, Inc. reported receiving 3 contributions, while making 7 expenditures. 
· The Division of Elections provided emails that pertain to Citizens Awake Now, Inc.’s 2024 Q2 

report. The history notes also reference attempts to change the treasurer and/or request credentials 
on 02/13/24, 03/04/24, and 07/12/24.  

 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  23-206 (AF-NUC) 

 
 

 
 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [ X ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 





From: Br"Axeton Wims on behalf of Florida Elections Commission
To: Br"Axeton Wims
Subject: Fw: Case No. FEC: 24-228
Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 12:47:34 PM
Attachments: 8.19.24 Ltr re FEC24228.pdf

----- Forwarded by Br'Axeton Wims/OAG on 08/27/2024 12:47 PM -----

From: "Courtney Howard" <courtney@chowardlaw.com>
To: "Florida Elections Commission" <FEC@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: "Alfie Oakes (alfie@oakesfarms.com)" <alfie@oakesfarms.com>
Date: 08/19/2024 12:29 PM
Subject: Case No. FEC: 24-228

To Whom It May Concern: Attached, please find a letter from Alfie Oakes, Chair of Citizens Awake Now, in response to your correspondence dated
August 14, 2024, regarding FEC 24-228 and the Campaign Treasurer’s Report due on June 10, 2024 (2024
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender 
You have not previously corresponded with this sender. 
 
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

To Whom It May Concern:

Attached, please find a letter from Alfie Oakes, Chair of Citizens Awake Now, in
response to your correspondence dated August 14, 2024, regarding FEC 24-228 and
the Campaign Treasurer’s Report due on June 10, 2024 (2024 Q2).

If you require any additional information or have further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,

Courtney Howard
Treasurer, Citizens Awake Now

Courtney Goldsworthy Howard, Esq. 
5200 Gulf Dr. Suite 104
Holmes Beach, FL 34217
Phone: 303-618-5300

Licensed in Michigan, Illinois, Colorado, and Nebraska  

E-MAIL / FAX NOTICE: The transmitted material is intended only for the use of the addressee. It may contain confidential,
proprietary and / or legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please be aware that any review, use,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication, in whole or in part, is prohibited. If you received this communication
in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail reply or by phone (303-618-5300), delete the communication and destroy any
copies. Any reliance on the information contained in this correspondence by someone who has not entered into a fee agreement

mailto:Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:fec@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com







with Goldsworthy & Associates, PLLC is taken at the reader’s own risk. 
  
E-MAIL WARNING: This e-mail was swept for computer viruses. However, we cannot guarantee that the integrity of this e-mail
has been maintained in transmission and do not accept responsibility for the consequences of any virus contamination. 
  

(See attached file: 8.19.24 Ltr re FEC24228.pdf)





Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

Florida Division of Elections 
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 
500 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 

July 29, 2024 

RE: Fine Letter June 28, 2024- Appeal per Rules 2B-1.005 and 2B-1.0055 , Florida 
Administrative Code 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in response to the notice regarding the late filing of the campaign treasurer's report 
for PAC 79536. 

Our treasurer situation was in flux, and as of June 10, 2024, we did not have a PIN to file the 
report. We submitted screenshots of our report to the DOE as soon as possible, which is enclosed 
for your review and consideration. When we were able to obtain a temporary PIN, the report was 
filed on June 21 , 2024. I was not approved as the updated treasurer and issued a PIN until July 9, 
2024. 

Thank you for your understanding and consideration in this matter. 

Best regards, 

Courtn _ 
Treasurer, CAN 
941-500-2370 

Enclosures: 

• Screenshots of report submission to DOE 

CC: 

• Florida Division of Elections 
• Florida Elections Commission 
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RE: Unable to File Report Due to Missing Treasurer's PIN 79536 CAN 

ElecRecords < ElecRecords@Dos.myflorida.com > 
Tue 6/11/2024 9:07 AM 

To:Courtney Howard <courtney@chowardlaw.com> 

Good morning -

Save these screenshots and submit them with any appeals you make in the future if a fine or fines are levied. 

From: Courtney Howard <courtney@chowardlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 8:51 AM 
To: ElecRecords <ElecRecords@Dos.myflorida.com> 
Subject: Unable to File Report Due to Missing Treasurer's PIN 79536 CAN 

L 

The attachments/links in this message have been scanned by Proofpoint. 

Dear Division of Elections, 

I hope this message finds you well. 

We are experiencing an issue with filing our report through the system due to the lack of a Treasurer's 
Pl N. We have been in contact with your office over the last few days in an attempt to address it. To 
resolve this, we will overnight the DE-OS 6 form that was FedExed back in March, aiming to address 
this before the 2024 P1 deadline and ensure a permanent solution. 

Meantime, you will be receiving 16 pages of documents over the course of 8 emails (including this 
one). These documents are screenshots of our report data from the system. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Best regards, 

Courtney Howard 
Treasurer, CAN 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Courtney Howard <m:igoldsworthy.@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 8:16:37 AM 
To: Courtney Howard <courtney.@chowardlaw.com> 
Subject: Report pp 1-2 

Sent from my iPhone 

---·····----·----·· ······----··"·"··•--=-----~· 
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Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

Florida Division of Elections 
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 
500 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 

July 29, 2024 

RE: Fine Letter June 28, 2024- Appeal per Rules 2B-1.005 and 2B-1.0055, Florida 
Administrative Code 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in response to the notice regarding the late filing of the campaign treasurer's report 
for PAC 79536. 

Our treasurer situation was in flux, and as of June 10, 2024, we did not have a PIN to file the 
report. We submitted screenshots of our report to the DOE as soon as possible, which is enclosed 
for your review and consideration. When we were able to obtain a temporary PIN, the report was 
filed on June 21, 2024. I was not approved as the updated treasurer and issued a PIN until July 9, 
2024. 

Thank you for your understanding and consideration in this matter. 

CourtneyHowardl 
Treasurer, CAN 
941-500-2370 

Enclosures: 

• Screenshots of report submission to DOE 

CC: 

• Florida Division of Elections 
• Florida Elections Commission 
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search | directory | contact us | 411 | subscribe | tour | help

Florida Department of State - Division of Elections
Florida Election System Reports

Candidate/Committee Lookup

Name:

Election:  

Acct: 79536

Type: Committee

Search  Reset

Committee Name: Citizens Awake Now, Inc.
Account: 79536

Date Due Type Date Filed Status Days
Late

Fine
Assessed Appealed Amount

Fined
Amount

Paid
8/2/2024 P5 7/31/2024
7/26/2024 P4 7/26/2024
7/19/2024 P3 7/16/2024
7/12/2024 P2A 7/10/2024
7/5/2024 P2 7/1/2024
6/28/2024 P1A 6/26/2024
6/21/2024 P1 6/21/2024
6/10/2024 Q2 6/21/2024 APP 11 $4,150.00 $4,150.00 $0.00
4/10/2024 Q1 4/8/2024
1/10/2024 Q4 1/19/2024 CLO 9 $414.00 $414.00 $414.00
10/10/2023 Q3 10/10/2023
7/10/2023 M6 7/9/2023
6/12/2023 M5 6/12/2023
5/10/2023 M4 5/10/2023
4/10/2023 M3 4/10/2023
3/10/2023 M2 3/9/2023
2/10/2023 M1 2/10/2023
1/10/2023 M12 1/10/2023
12/12/2022 M11 12/3/2022
11/4/2022 G6 11/8/2022 SNT 4 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $0.00
11/3/2022 D6 11/8/2022 PEN 5 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
11/2/2022 D5 11/2/2022
11/1/2022 D4 10/31/2022
10/31/2022 D3 10/31/2022
10/30/2022 D2 10/31/2022 PEN 1 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
10/29/2022 D1 10/31/2022 CLO 2 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
10/28/2022 G5 10/21/2022
10/21/2022 G4A 10/14/2022
10/14/2022 G4 10/7/2022
10/7/2022 G3 9/29/2022
10/7/2022 G3A 9/30/2022
9/23/2022 G2A 9/16/2022
9/16/2022 G2 9/9/2022
9/9/2022 G1A 9/9/2022
9/2/2022 G1 8/28/2022
8/26/2022 P7A 8/23/2022
8/19/2022 P7 8/18/2022
8/12/2022 P6 8/18/2022 CLO 6 $257.25 $257.25 $257.25
8/5/2022 P5 8/4/2022
7/29/2022 P4 7/28/2022
7/22/2022 P3 7/19/2022
7/15/2022 P2A 7/8/2022
7/8/2022 P2 7/8/2022
7/1/2022 P1A 7/8/2022 CLO 7 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

8/7/24, 11:36 AM FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report

https://doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp?AcctNum=79536&cboElection=&cboType=COM&txtName= 1/2

http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/search/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/directory.html
http://fcn.state.fl.us/b_eog/owa/b_eog_www.feedback.information
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/contact/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/subscribe/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/tour/index.html
http://www.myflorida.com/myflorida/about/help.html


6/24/2022 P1 7/8/2022 APP 14 $5,650.00 $5,650.00 $0.00
6/10/2022 M5 6/10/2022
5/10/2022 M4 5/10/2022
4/11/2022 M3 4/11/2022
3/10/2022 M2 3/10/2022
2/10/2022 M1 2/10/2022
1/10/2022 M12 1/4/2022
12/10/2021 M11 12/8/2021
11/10/2021 M10 11/10/2021
10/12/2021 M9 10/8/2021
9/10/2021 M8 9/10/2021
8/10/2021 M7 8/10/2021
7/12/2021 M6 7/12/2021

8/7/24, 11:36 AM FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report

https://doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp?AcctNum=79536&cboElection=&cboType=COM&txtName= 2/2
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