STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In Re: John Kevin Thorn Case No.: FEC 22-079
/
TO: John Kevin Thorn Tappie Vilane
5208 Admiral Halsey Road Santa Rosa County SOE
Milton, FL 32583 6495 Caroline Street, Suite F

Milton, FL 32570
NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING (I1H))

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on December 3, 2025, at 1:00 pm, or as
soon thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Webinar at: Registration URL
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/reqister/8443550463090426453. Webinar ID 144-463-043
Audio Only 1 877 309 2074 -- 786-784-735.

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your
case to the Commission. However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard.

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission. In
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered)
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard.

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission.

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission
on this date. As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other
confidential cases.

The Commission will electronically record the meeting. Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official
record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing.

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing.

See further instructions on the reverse side.

Tim Vaccaro

Executive Director

Florida Elections Commission
November 7, 2025
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing:

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely. You are required to prove your case. If
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part. The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes. If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order. If the Commission accepts the
consent order, the case will be closed and become public. If the Commission rejects the consent order or does
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality
has been waived.

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order. If the Commission accepts the
consent order, the case will be closed. If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws. Respondent should be prepared to explain how the
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case. Respondent may not testify, call
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing. The Commission
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another
hearing at which evidence may be introduced.

If this is an iInformal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes;
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code. At the hearing, the Commission will
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The
Respondent will be permitted to testify. However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.

Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations
charged in the Order of Probable Cause. At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful. The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the
recommended fine. If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing. A financial affidavit
form is available from the Commission Clerk.

NOH
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STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Florida Elections Commission,

Petitioner,
Case No.: FEC 22-079
V.
John Kevin Thorn,
Respondent.

ORDER OF PROBABLE CAUSE

THIS MATTER was heard by the Florida Elections Commission (“Commission™) a
meeting held on August 20, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom teleconferencing.

On September 11, 2024, Staff recommended to the Commission that there was prob:
cause to believe that the Florida Election Code was violated. The facts articulated in Ste
Recommendation are adopted by reference and incorporated herein. Based on the Compl:
Report of Investigation, Staff’s Recommendation, and oral statements (if any) made at the prob:
cause hearing, the Commission finds that there is probable cause to charge Respondent with
following violation(s):

Count 1:

On or about November 10, 2021, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer
in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 121 M10 Report.

Count ?-

On or about December 10, 2021, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer

in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 2021 M11 Report.

Order of Probable Cause
FEC #22-079






Second, you may request an informal hearing held before the Commission, if you do not dis] e
any material fact in the Staff Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Orde Hf
Probable Cause is filed with the Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order s
filed appears in the upper right-hand corner of the first page of the order. At the hearing, you |l
have the right to make written or oral arguments to the Commission concerning the legal is¢ s
related to the violation(s) and the potential fine. At the request of Respondent, the Commis: n
will consider and determine willfulness at an informal hearing. Otherwise, live witness testim y
is unnecessary.

Third, you may request a formal hearing held before an administrative law judge in the Divii n
of Administrative Hearings (DOAH), if you dispute any material fact in the & ff
Recommendation. You have 30 days from the date the Order of Probable Cause is filed with _..e
Commission to request such a hearing. The date this order was filed appears in the upper ri~"t-
hand corner of the first page of the order. At the hearing, you will have the right to present evide e
relevant to the violation(s) listed in this order, to cross :amine opposing witnesses, to impe h
any witness, and to rebut the evidence presented against you.

If you do not elect to resolve the case by consent order or request a formal hearing at the DO H
or an informal hearing before the Commission within 30 days of the date this Order of Prob: e
Cause is filed with the Commission, the case will be sent to the Commission for a forma Hr
informal hearing, depending on whether the facts are in dispute. The date this order was f d
appears in the upper right-hand corner of the first page of the order.

To request a hearing, please send a written request to the Commission Clerk, Donna Ann Malph...s.
The address of the Commission Clerk is 107 W. Gaines Street, Collins Building, Suite 2°4,
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050. The telephone number is (850) 922-4539. ..e Clerk
provide you with a copy of Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code, and other applic * le
rules upon request. No mediation is available.

Order of Probable Cause
FEC Y79



STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In Re: John Kevin Thorn Case No.: FEC 22-079
/
TO: John Kevin Thorn Tappie Villane, Supervisor of Elections
5208 Admiral Halsey Road Santa Rosa County SOE's Office
Milton, FL 32583 6495 Caroline Street, Suite F

Milton, FL 32570
NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION (PCD))

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 20, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Virtual Meeting Session One via Zoom link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87502116363?pwd=QPHprWtiAvKrom6HOYyViYFTRuxgMEL.1; Meeting ID 875 0211 6363,
Passcode: 183827.

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your
case to the Commission. However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard.

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission. In
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered)
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard.

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission.

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission
on this date. As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other
confidential cases.

The Commission will electronically record the meeting. Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official
record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing.

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing.

See further instructions on the reverse side.

Tim Vaccaro

Executive Director

Florida Elections Commission
July 28, 2025
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing:

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely. You are required to prove your case. If
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part. The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes. If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order. If the Commission accepts the
consent order, the case will be closed and become public. If the Commission rejects the consent order or does
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality
has been waived.

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order. If the Commission accepts the
consent order, the case will be closed. If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws. Respondent should be prepared to explain how the
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case. Respondent may not testify, call
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing. The Commission
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another
hearing at which evidence may be introduced.

If this is an iInformal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes;
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code. At the hearing, the Commission will
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The
Respondent will be permitted to testify. However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.

Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations
charged in the Order of Probable Cause. At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful. The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the
recommended fine. If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing. A financial affidavit
form is available from the Commission Clerk.

NOH
FEC # 22-079



STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In Re: John Kevin Thorn Case No.: FEC 22-079

TO: John Kevin Thorn
5208 Admiral Halsey Road
Milton, FL 32583

Tappie Villane
6495 Caroline Street, Suite F
Milton, FL 32570

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION (PCD))

You are hereby notified that the previously scheduled hearing for February 26 and 27, 2025, is cancelled. It is
anticipated that your case will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting, on a date to be determined. A Notice of
Hearing will be mailed approximately 14 days prior to the new hearing date.

Tim Vaccaro
Executive Director

Florida Elections Commission
February 24, 2025

NOH
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STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In Re: John Kevin Thorn Case No.: FEC 22-079
/
TO: John Kevin Thorn Tappie Villane
5208 Admiral Halsey Road 6495 Caroline Street, Suite F
Milton, FL 32583 Milton, FL 32570

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION (PCD))

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, February 27, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: 412 Knott Building, Pat Thomas Committee Room, 404 South
Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399. Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items
into the building and plan to arrive early to allow for delays coming through security.

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your
case to the Commission. However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard.

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission. In
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered)
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard.

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission.

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission
on this date. As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other
confidential cases.

The Commission will electronically record the meeting. Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official
record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing.

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing.

See further instructions on the reverse side.

Tim Vaccaro

Executive Director

Florida Elections Commission
February 5, 2025

NOH
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing:

If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely. You are required to prove your case. If
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part. The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes. If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order. If the Commission accepts the
consent order, the case will be closed and become public. If the Commission rejects the consent order or does
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality
has been waived.

If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been

made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order. If the Commission accepts the
consent order, the case will be closed. If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.

If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws. Respondent should be prepared to explain how the
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case. Respondent may not testify, call
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing. The Commission
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another
hearing at which evidence may be introduced.

If this is an iInformal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes;
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code. At the hearing, the Commission will
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The
Respondent will be permitted to testify. However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.

Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations
charged in the Order of Probable Cause. At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful. The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the
recommended fine. If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing. A financial affidavit
form is available from the Commission Clerk.

NOH
FEC # 22-079



STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In Re: John Kevin Thorn Case No.: FEC 22-079
/

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION

Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)(c), Florida Statutes, undersigned staff counsel files this
written recommendation for disposition of the sworn complaint in this case recommending that
there is probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes.
Based upon a thorough review of the Report of Investigation submitted on March 28, 2024, the
following facts and law support this staff recommendation:

1. On March 24, 2022, the Florida Elections Commission (“Commission”) received a
sworn complaint from Tappie Villane, Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections
(“Complainant™), alleging that John Kevin Thorn (“Respondent”) violated Chapter 106, Florida
Statutes.

2. Respondent was a 2022 candidate for Santa Rosa County School Board, District 1.
(ROI Exhibit 3)!
3 By letter dated June 16, 2023, the Executive Director notified Respondent that

Commission staff would investigate the following statutory provision:

Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the complaint,
Respondent, a 2022 candidate for Santa Rosa County School Board,
District 1, failed to notify the filing officer on the prescribed
reporting date that no report would be filed on that date because he
had not received funds, made contributions, or expended reportable
funds during the following reporting periods:

e 2021 M10
e 2021 M11
e 2021 M12
o 2022Ml
e 2022 M2

4. On June 16, 2021, Respondent acknowledged that he had been provided access to
read the requirements of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. (ROI Exhibit 3) Additionally, Respondent
acknowledged that he was notified how to obtain a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and the
Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook. (ROI Exhibit 6)

! The Report of Investigation is referred to herein as “ROL.”

Staff Recommendation FEC 22-079 1



5. Pursuant to Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes, in any reporting period during
which a candidate has not received funds, made any contributions, or expended any reportable
funds, the filing of the required report for that period is waived. However, the candidate is required
to notify the filing officer in writing on the prescribed reporting date that no report is being filed
on that date.

6. The Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook references the statutory
requirement regarding written notification and directs candidates to notify their filing officer in
writing on or before the prescribed reporting date that no report is being filed on that date. (ROI
Exhibit 8, page 2)

T Respondent failed to notify the filing officer on the prescribed reporting dates that
no reports would be filed for the following reporting periods, as set forth in the table below. (ROI
Exhibit 10)

Report Report Cover Period Date Date No. of
Notification Notification Days Late
Due Filed

2021 M10 10/1/21-10/31/21 11/10/21 3/20/22 130

2021 M11 11/1/21-11/30/21 12/10/21 3/20/22 100

2021 M12 12/1/21-12/31/21 1/10/22 3/20/22 69

2022 M1 1/1/22- 1/31/22 2/10/22 3/20/22 38

2022 M2 2/1/22—2/28/22 3/10/22 3/20/22 10
8. Respondent stated that he believed his campaign was closed out. He stated that he

had a lot on his plate at the time. (ROI Exhibit 11) Respondent withdrew his candidacy on March
18, 2022, after the notices of no activity at issue were due. (ROI Exhibit 1)

g, “Probable Cause” is defined as reasonable grounds of suspicion supported by
circumstances sufficiently strong to warrant a cautious person in the belief that the person has
committed the offense charged. Schmitt v. State, 590 So. 2d 404, 409 (Fla. 1991). Probable cause
exists where the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator| has reasonably trustworthy
information, are sufficient in themselves for a reasonable man to reach the conclusion that an
offense has been committed. Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles v. Favino, 667
So. 2d 305, 309 (Fla. 1st DCA 1995).

10.  The facts set forth above show that Respondent was a 2022 candidate for Santa
Rosa County School Board, District 1. Respondent failed to notify the filing officer on the
prescribed reporting dates that no reports would be filed for the 2021 M10, 2021 M11, 2021 M12,
2022 M1, and 2022 M2 reporting periods.

Based upon these facts and circumstances, I recommend that the Commission find

Staff Recommendation FEC 22-079 2



probable cause to charge Respondent with violating the following:
Count 1:

On or about November 10, 2021, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer
in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 2021 M10 Report.

Count 2:

On or about December 10, 2021, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer
in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 2021 M11 Report.

Count 3:

On or about January 10, 2022, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer
in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 2021 M12 Report.

Count 4:

On or about February 10, 2022, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer
in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 2022 M1 Report.

Count 5:

On or about March 10, 2022, John Kevin Thorn violated Section
106.07(7), Florida Statutes, when he failed to notify the filing officer
in writing on the prescribed reporting date that he would not be filing
his 2022 M2 Report.

Respectfully submitted on September 11, 2024.

Sy Lo

Stephanie J. Cunningham ©
General Counsel

Staff Recommendation FEC 22-079 3
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I reviewed this Staff Recommendation this / / day of September 2024.

Ti accaro
Executive Director

Staff Recommendation FEC 22-079 4



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Report of Investigation for Failure to Notify Filing Officer

Case Number: FEC 22-079 Respondent: John Kevin Thorn

. . ) Respondent’s Atty: N/A
Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes, failure of a

candidate or political committee that did not receive Complainant: Tappie Villane, Santa Rosa
any contributions or make any expenditures during a County Supervisor of Elections
reporting period to timely notify the filing officer, in Complaint Filed: March 24, 2022
writing, that no report is being filed. Respondent Type: Candidate

I. Preliminary Information:

1. Respondent was a 2022 candidate for Santa Rosa County School Board, District 1; he withdrew on
March 18, 2022. Respondent was a first-time candidate. To review the withdrawal letter, refer to Exhibit 1.

2. An Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) was
filed with the Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections (SOE) on July 16, 2021. Respondent was appointed as
campaign treasurer. To review the DS-DE 9, refer to Exhibit 2.

3. A Statement of Candidate was filed with the SOE on July 16, 2021, in which Respondent certified he
had been provided access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter 106, F.S. To review the Statement
of Candidate, refer to Exhibit 3.

4. OnJuly 16, 2021, SOE staff sent Respondent a letter enclosing log-in credentials with instructions for
accessing the Candidate Finance System. SOE staff stated, “I will be happy to go over this process if you need
me to.” To review the letter, refer to Exhibit 4.

5. The SOE attested in an affidavit that Respondent was provided copies of or links to Chapter 106,
Florida Statutes, and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook on August 10, 2021. Respondent signed
a form acknowledging receipt of links to the Division of Elections’ website for Chapter 106, Florida Statutes,
and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook. The form also acknowledged that Respondent was
informed of campaign treasurer report due dates. To review the affidavit, refer to Exhibit 5. To review the
acknowledgment, refer to Exhibit 6. To review the Calendar of Reporting Dates, refer to Exhibit 7.

6. The Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook discusses filing a waiver when there is no activity
to disclose. To review the relevant page of the Handbook, refer to Exhibit 8.

7. SOE staff sent Respondent numerous emails reminding him about each of the reporting dates at issue
and notifying him of his obligation to file by those due dates. To review the emails, refer to Exhibit 9.

I1. Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes:

8. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by not timely notifying
the filing officer, in writing, that no report(s) would be filed due to not receiving any contributions or making
expenditures during the following reporting period(s). To review Respondent’s filing history and waivers
reflecting the untimely filed notifications summarized below, refer to Exhibit 10.

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
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Report Report Cover Date Notification Due | Date Notification No. of Days Late
Period Filed
2021 M10 10/1/21- 10/31/21 11/10/21 3/20/22 130
2021 M11 11/1/21-11/30/21 12/10/21 3/20/22 100
2021 M12 12/1/21-12/31/21 1/10/22 3/20/22 69
2022 M1 1/1/22-1/31/22 2/10/22 3/20/22 38
2022 M2 2/1/22— 2/28/22 3/10/22 3/20/22 10

9. Respondent did not respond to the complaint.

10. | called Respondent for the purpose of providing an opportunity to discuss the allegations made in
the complaint. Respondent stated that he thought he had closed out his campaign but obviously he forgot to do
some basic/minor things that resulted in him being involved with this complaint. He denied purposely doing
anything wrong. He stated that his wife forced him to withdraw from the campaign due to him having “a million
other things to do on my plate.” He verified that he was informed about the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer

Handbook and other election materials on the Division of Elections’ website. To review the phone log, refer to
Exhibit 11.

SIGNATURE OF INVESTIGATOR: ~~___ Date: March 28, 2024

ROI - Failure to Notify FO



FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
John Kevin Thorn -- FEC 22-079

LIST OF EXHIBITS

Exhibits #s Description of Exhibits
Exhibit 1 Candidate Withdrawal Letter
Exhibit 2 DS-DE 9 Form
Exhibit 3 Statement of Candidate
Exhibit 4 SOE Letter
Exhibit 5 SOE Affidavit
Exhibit 6 Acknowledgment Form
Exhibit 7 Calendar of Reporting Dates
Exhibit 8 Pages from Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook
Exhibit 9 SOE Reminder Emails
Exhibit 10 Filing History and Late Waivers
Exhibit 11 Phone Log

Inv004 (5/08)
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APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER
AND DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN

DEPOSITORY FOR CANDIDATES
(Section 106.021(1), F.S.)

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE)

NOTE: This form must be on file with the qualifying
officer before opening the campaign account.

OFFICE USE ONLY

1. CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES):
m Initial Filing of Form

Re-filing to Change: [[] Treasurer/Deputy [_J Depository [] Office

[J Party

2. Name of Candidate (in this order: First, Middle, Last)

32:\:\/\ eoin | hoR

4. Telephone 5. E-mail address

(&D) 522 -(979]

TTHOAN B686L0.0! o

3. Address (include post office box or street, city, state, zip

20) 5208 Aol 7e! Helseq
M tbon P 325K3

6. Office sought (include district, circuit, group number)

gc}loo‘ Bﬁfwo\ _Dfs'(‘r‘\c‘(' 1

7. If a candidate for a nonpartisan office, check if
applicable:
[] My intentis to run as a Write-In candidate.

8. If a candidate for a partisan office, check block and fill in name of party as applicable:

My intentis to run as a

Party

candidate.

D Write-In No Party Affiliation m _M

9. | have appointed the following person to act as my

[C] Campaign Treasurer [_?_f Deputy Treasurer

10. Name of Treasurer or Deputy Treasur:

TDEEASA € IS

11. Mailing Address

541 NoztHror ¥bo

12. Telephone

15. State

FC

13. City 14. County

NMiLton Saaa ?o}ﬂ

( )
16. Zip Code | 17. E-mail address
{525 70

18. I have designated the following bank as my

Primary Depository [] Secondary De‘p!o‘sitory

19. Name of Bank 20

ﬁ_cﬁﬂrms v ka’

. Address

6L S Corolpre St

21. City

A\ I

22. County
Sewipn fle5M

24, Zip Code
32572¢)

23. State
G-

UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY, | DECLARE THAT | HAVE READ THE FOREGOING FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND
DESIGNATION OF CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY AND THAT THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE.

25. Date

Jdoly (¢, 2072

26. Signatur of%ﬂ ‘

X

27.

" ; Nl

A Keua  (hefN

a—
AT
JON

N,

'I'reasurer’s Acceptance of Appointment (fill in @e blanks and check the appropriate block)

, do hereby accept the appointment

(Please Print or Type Name)

designated above as:

@ Campaign Treas/xy '%t.y'r/reasurer.
207\ X /Z

Q| ,
# ‘&bate a

Signature of Campaign Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer

DS-DE 9 (Rev. 10/10)

Rule 15-2.0001, F.A.C.
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OFFICE USE ONLY

STATEMENT OF o
CANDIDATE | %I’

(Section 106.023, F.S.) J(/(

. - . . 7 % - .
(Please print or type) ‘@ 4 i
Y TRy h

o Toha Lewin Therw |
candidate for the office of Sbk«oo\ Rm\rcl ‘\)‘S’f‘fz'c:l‘ 4 ;

have been provided access to read and understand the requirements of

Chapter 106, Florida Statutes.

Signature of Candidate Date

Each candidate must file a statement with the qualifying officer within 10 days after the
Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation cf Campaign Depository is filed. Willful
failure to file this form is a first degree misdemeanor and a civil violation of the Campaign
Financing Act which may result in a fine of up to $1,000, (ss. 106.19(1)(c), 106.265(1), Florida
Statutes).

DS-DE 84 (05/11)
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1appie A. Villan.

Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

Phone: (850) 983-1900
6495 Caroline Street Ste F Fax: (850) 983-1829
Milton FL 32570-4592
www. VoteSantaRosa.com

July 16, 2021

John Kevin Thorn

2022 School Board Campaign
5208 Admiral Halsey Road
Milton FL 32570

Dear Mr. Thorn:

Enclosed are copies of your campaign documents that were turned in today by Greg Fink. | would like to
meet with you to go over the campaign packet and petition procedures here in Santa Rosa County and for
you to sign the Pre-File form. Just call me prior to coming in to make sure | am available. | take lunch each

day from 11to 12.

I so require an email address for Deleasa to send your campaign report reminder notices. Your first
campaign rep tis due on or before August 10, 2021. Enclosed is the password letter with your ID number
and PIN along with instructions for getting on the Candidate Finance System. | will be happy to go over
this process if you need me to.

The Appointment form that names Deleasa as Campaign Treasurer is not filled out properly. She was
supposed to sign at the bottom accepting the appointment of Campaign Treasurer. | am enclosing a blank

form for her to fill out.

If you have any questions, please call me at {850) 983-1903. Looking forward to meeting you both soon.

Sincerely,

i

" ni McGowin
Candidate Qualifying

Enclosures

Copy to: Deleasa Dee Bettis, 5641 Northrop Rd, Milton FL 32570
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AFFIDAVIT OF FILING OFFICER
Case Number: FEC 22-079

STATE OF FLORIDA
County of Santa Rosa

Tappie A, Villane, being duly sworn, says:

I. This affidavit is made upon my personal knowledge.

2. I am of legal age and competent to testify to the matters stated herein. I am currently
employed by Santa Rosa Co. Supervisor of Elections  as Supervisor of Elections

3. Please provide copies of the listed items from the following candidate’s campaign file:

John Kevin Thorn.

The Statement of Candidate form for the 2022 campaign.

Appointments of Treasurers and Designation of Campaign Depository form (Form DS-
DE 9) for the 2022 campaign.

Campaign treasurer's reports, waivers, and amendments for the 2022 campaign.

SN S

Addendum requests and proof of compliance for the 2022 campaign,

The candidate’s and campaign treasurers’ acknowledgment whereby candidates
and treasurers declare, under penalties of perjury, electronically filing a CTR is
same as signing the report under oath, and to have certified the correctness of
the report in accordance with sections 106.07(5) or 106.29(2), Florida Statutes,
as applicable; such as an Application and Acknowledgement of Electronic
Filing Information form (if applicable).

N/A

\/ Form(s) for all campaigns whereby candidate acknowledges receipt of
instructions and/or campaign materials. 8/10/21

All checks issued by the candidate’s campaign to your office (qualifying fee, maps,

N/A etc.). Please do not redact the bank routing and account numbers.

4, Please check each item provided to the candidate, and list the date that the candidate was
provided the item.

A Compilation of The Election Laws of the State of Florida 8/10/21
' | Chapter 104, Florida Statutes 8/10/21
\/ Chapter 106, Florida Statutes 8/10/21

AfT of FO Candidate (03/20)
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Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook. Please provide
\/ revision date of publication. 2020 8/10/21
v Other:’ Reporting Dates 8/10/21
5. Relative to Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and the Candidate & Campaign Treasurer

Handbook, please indicate how these publications are provided to the candidate.

‘G/A candidate packet, or similar material, is given to the candidate. The candidate
packet includes links to the Division of Elections’ website, or our website, where
these documents are available for review.

o Publications are provided on a CD or thumb/flash drive that is given to the
candidate,

o Other, please explain,

6. Did your office offér any candidate workshops, campaign skills or training seminars prior
to the 2022 election? @}ges or [ No. If yes, please list all workshops/training seminars that
were attended by the candidate, along with the date of attendance. If a staff member attended for
the candidate, list his’her name and position. If available, please attach a copy of any attendance
sheets from the workshops/training seminars and if available, please provide a copy of the syllabus
and outline or PowerPoint presentation for the workshops/seminars.

Candidate/Representative did not attend.

7. Does your office have any record of John Kevin Thorn having sought elective office within
your jurisdiction prior to the 2022 election? [ ] Yes or E/f)ﬁ). If yes, please list the previous
office(s) he/she ran for, the date(s) of the election(s), and the resuli(s) of the election(s). If the
candidate withdrew her/his candidacy for election, please indicate if the withdrawal was before or
after qualifying.

N/A

! Any local publications relative to the Election laws that may have been provided by your office in lieu of the
Condidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbaok published by the Division of Elections, If your office published the
item(s), please send a copy of the item(s) with the affidavit.

? If your County elections or ethics office offered candidate workshops/campaign skills or training seminars, please
identify the office providing the workshops/seminars and provide copies of any notices that were sent to candidates
within your jurisdiction.

Aff of FO Candidate (03/20)
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8. Does your office have any record of John Kevin Thorm having been named as a chairperson
or campaign treasurer of a political committee (PC or PAC) or electioneering communications
organization (ECO) within your jurisdiction? [_] Yes or [¥] No. If yes, please list the name(s) of
the committees.

N/A

9. Did you or any member of your staff have any conversations with John Kevin Thomn
concerning a provision of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, relative to 106.07(7), at any time during
the 2022 campaign? Yes or [_] No. If yes, please indicate whether the conversation was in
person, in writing, or by telephone and the subject matter of the conversation. If applicable, please
provide copies of records documenting the discussion.

¢ Mail-Sent letter for him to meet with Tami McGowin, Qualifying Officer to go over info in person. Dated 7/16/21

¢ Emailed: 2022 Reporting Schedule on 12/2/21. Letter Mailed Certified: Late Campaign Reports on 3/2/22.

¢ Email Received on 3/18/22 - Letter of Withdrawal. Rec'd Mail 3/22/22: Original Letter of Withdrawal.

1 SWEAR OR AFFIRM THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS COMPLETE AND
ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

¢ Sent Emails Reminding Candidate to File Reports: Y R
10/20/21; 11/10/21; 11/12/21; 11/18/21; 12/8/21: R A UL
12/10/21; 12/2121; 1/4/22: 2/3/22; 311/22; 3/9/22: Signatire of Affiant

3/11/22; 3/18/22; 5/10/22 -ﬁwwb A Villone

Print or type name of Affiant on line above.
‘ o =yt
Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me this day of

Dedploe™ , 2023,

a8 .
W&. £ ﬂ ﬂw:}\
Signature of Notary Public - State of Fidrida

Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public
\\umm_m,,, ”

-----

-

H Y %

=h: . ik E

%%.‘%.. :—H%?‘QQ -5":&'.%.:

2k s B 6y I g
Personally Known ot Produced Idennﬁcz@cﬁe o o 0d9d e é\;@ét
* ™

Type of Identification Produced: ’4{; 400". cuntte -
Produced: Ttevaase

“ptic, STATE S

it

Case investigator: CKO

AfT of FO Candidate (03/20)
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Tappie A. Villane

Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

CCPY g
aﬁh\(\ ¥ {hoin Sohoo) Posed Dt 1

Candidate Name and Office Seeking

2021 AUG 10 pPM12:1

Candidate Received Instructions and/or materials on the following: Jﬂ\wn al.l db ﬁ) ﬁj om

Please list email address to be used

® Received web address (below) for Candidate Handbook online. for campaign report reminders.
At the Division of Elections website: d Q
https:j/dos.mvﬂorida.com[media/702477jcandidate—camgaégn-‘crea)urer handbook 2020.pdf

e Provided access to Florida Statutes Chapter 106 — Campaign Financing and Chap_ter 104 which refers
to Violations and Penalties.

https://dos.myflorida.com/madia/703582/2020-2laction-code-complete.pdf

U Informed of Online Campaign Reports and due dates. (Frequency of Campaign Reports will change -
will send updated Schedule) ID, Password and Pin Numbers will be sent through US Mail.

® Contributions: Limit is $1,000 aggregate to include check, cash and in-kind per election cycle; $50
Cash Limit (also includes candidate); Contributions from joint checking account is from the person
who signed the check. Each contribution, no matter how small shall include address and if over $100
must include specific occupation (cannot list business owner or sales, etc. — must list specific type of
business. Interest from campaign account is considered a contribution from the bank. Also,
contributions/loans from candidates must be listed. If over $100, must list occupation. Cannot list
occupation as “candidate”). V

® Expenditures: All transactions should go through campaign account. Must list address and purpose
for each expenditure.

® Informed Candidate of the requirement that all printed materials should contain Political Disclaimers,
samples are included in handbooks.

o Si?}/)rdinan%e oneUr Absite. Fﬂ—&% | [l(//ﬂ/

% % //Z\/—- Due Date of Fir# Campaign Report
Rl | -1

/fandidate (or Representative) Signature and Date Due Date of Statement of Candidate
Form (if not turning in at pre-filing)

For use in Santa Rosa County (Updated 11/19/20)
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Tappie A. Villane
Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

Phone: {850} 983-1900

6495 Caroline Street Ste F Fax: (R50) 983-1829

Milton FL 32570-4592
www. VoteSantaRosa.com

2021-2022

Calendar of Reporting Dates
Campaign Reporting Requirements for Local Candidates

Reports shall be filed on the 10t day following the end of each calendar month from the time the campaign
treasurer is appointed per Florida Statutes 106.07 {1}.

©11/1/20-11/30/20 2020 M11 12/10/20
12/1/20 - 12/31/20 2020 M12 1/11/21
1/1/21 -1/31/21 2021 M1 2/10/21
2/1/21-2/28/21 2021 M2 3/10/21
3/1/21-3/31/21 2021 M3 4/12/21
4/1/21 - 4/30/21 2021 M4 5/10/21
5/1/21-5/31/21 2021 M5 6/10/21
6/1/21 - 6/30/21 2021 M6 7/12/21
7/1/21 -7/31/21 2021 M7 8/10/21 ¥
8/1/21-8/31/21 2021 M8 9/10/21
9/1/21~9/30/21 2021 M9 10/12/21 v
10/1/21 - 10/31/21 2021 M10 11/10/21 v
11/1/21 - 11/30/21 2021 M11 12/10/21 ¥,
12/1/21-12/31/21 2021 M12 1/10/22 7

Penalty for Late Filing

Any candidate or committee failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 per day for the first 3 days
late and, thereafter, 5500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the tatal contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater,
for the period covered by the late report. However, for pre-election reporis, the fine shall be $500 per day for each late day, not to
exceed 25% of the total contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. For Termination
Reports the fine is $50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater, for
the period covered by the late report.

Note: Candidates must dispose of all funds in the campaign occount and file a Termination Report within 90 days after having
withdrawn, become unopposed, eliminated or efected to office.
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Candidate
& Campaign
Treasurer
Handbook

Florida Department of State
Division of Elections
R. A. Gray Building, Room 316
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250
850.245.6280

(Rev. 10/03/2019)




Candidate & Campaign Treasurer Handbook

Notice of No Activity

In any reporting period during which a candidate has not received funds or made any
expenditures, the filing of the required report for that period is waived. However, the
candidate must notify the filing officer in writing on or before the prescribed reporting
date that no report is being filed on that date. (A notice of no activity filed with the Division
must be filed electronically using the EFS.) The next report filed must specify that the report
covers the entire period between the last submitted report and the report being filed.

(Section 106.07, Fla. Stat.)

Special Election Reports

When a special election is called to fill a vacancy in office, campaign treasurer reports shall
be filed with the filing officer on the dates set by the Florida Department of State pursuant
to Section 100.111, Florida Statutes. The reports are only to include contributions and
expenditures related to the special election.

The candidate must notify the filing officer in writing on or before the prescribed reporting date
if no funds were received or no expenditures made during the special election reporting period.
Incomplete Reports

Although the Division’s Electronic Filing System will allow a candidate to file an incomplete
report, an incomplete report is not in compliance with the Florida Statutes.

If a candidate or campaign treasurer files a report that is deemed incomplete, they will be
notified by the filing officer by certified mail, or by another method using a common carrier
that provides a proof of delivery as to why the report is incomplete. The candidate or
campaign treasurer must file an addendum to the incomplete report within seven days of
notification. The addendum must include all necessary information to complete the report.
Failure to file a complete report after notice constitutes a violation of Chapter 106, Florida
Statutes.

(Section 106.07(2), Fla. Stat.)

Reporting Total Sums

Each campaign treasurer’s report required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, shall contain
the total sums of all loans, in-kind contributions, and other receipts by or for such candidate,
and total sums of all expenditures made by such candidate during the reporting period. The
reporting forms shall be designed to elicit separate totals for in-kind contributions, loans,
and other receipts.

(Section 106.07, Fla. Stat.)

54
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M10 Finance Report Due on or before 11/10/21

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Wed 10/20/2021 1:25 PM

Bee: srpe.office@srpeducatars.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>; Jonathan Cole <Gatorbaiter10@yahoo.coms>; Dekom.
<martin.dekom@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; Rickie Cotton <rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>;
Courtney.allyse@gmailcom <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.com>;
John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; LtCol rock USMC ret <ppeters005@gmail.com>;
mitzipeters@mchsi.com <mitzipeters@mchsi.com>; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>; amy@jeffates.com
<amy@jeffates.com>; IThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn060E@aol.com>; Debra Eddington <eddington828@att.net>;

Debraeddington828@gmail.com < DebraedaingtanZS@gmaii.com >; hsteele@hotmail.com <hsteele@hotmail.com>;

laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 11/10/21]

Candidates and Political Commitiees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M10) is due on or before midnight 11/10/21. The covered period is
10/1/21 through 10/31/21.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater,

Thank you,

Toami McGowivv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff
6495 Caroline Street 5te F
Milton FL 32570-4592
{850} 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Floricie has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually oll written communieations to or from Sante Rosa County Personnel are public records ovailable to the

publle and media upon request, E-mail sent or recelved on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure If deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.
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Campaign Report Due before midnight tonight

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Wed 11/10/2021 8:44 AM
Bce: Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; JThorn0606 @acl.com <)Tharn0606@aol.cams; hsteele@hotmail.com

<hsteele@hotmail com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>

Wanted to send a reminder that your campaign report (M10) is due before
midnight tonight.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tomi McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milten FL32570-4592
{850) 583-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records avaflable to the

pubfic and media upon request, E-mail sent or recelved on the county systern will be considered public and will enly be withheld from disclosure if deemed

conficentiol pursuant to State Low.
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Campaign Report Late

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Fri 11/12/2021 8:06 AM
To: JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

Mr. Thorne:

Please submit your M10 campaign report as soon as possible, as it was due on
November 10th. Your fine will be determined upon receipt.

Thank you,

Tawmi McGowiry
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
{850} 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.goy

Floridy has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually aff written communicaiions to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records avaifable to the

public and medla upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and wiil only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Low.
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Fw: Campaign Report Late

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Thu 11/18/2021 3:09 PM
To: JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

Mr. Thorne:

Your M10 Campaign Report is now 8 days late. Please submit your report as soon
as possible.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tami McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

65495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
{850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law, Virtually all written commumnications (o or from Santa Rosa County Personne! are public records available to the

public end media upon request. E-maill sent or recelved on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

From: Tami McGowin

Sent: Friday, November 12, 2021 8:06 AM

To: IThorn0606@aoi.com <IThorn0606@aol.com>
Subject: Campaign Report Late

Mr, Thorne:

Please submit your M10 campaign report as soon as possible, as it was due on
November 10th. Your fine will be determined upon receipt.

Thank you,

Tami McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street $te F
Milton FL 32570-4552
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Campaign Report due before midnight on 12/10/21 & Past Due M10 Report

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Wed 12/8/2021 10:50 AM

To: JThorn0606@acl.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

Cc. Tappie Villane <villane@santarosa.flgov>

Mr. Thorne:

| wanted to send a reminder that your M11 campaign report is due before
midnight on December 10, 2021.

Also, after repeated emails and our telephone conversation on November 30th,
we have yet to receive your M10 Campaign Report that was due on November
10, 2021. In addition to fines that are possibly accruing, we are required fo notify
the Florida Elections Commission for repeat late report violations. So please
submit your M10 report today!

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.8. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tawmi McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6485 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
{850} 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law., Virtually oll written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are publfic records availuble to the

public and media upon request. E-mail sent or recelved on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure If deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.
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Campaign Report due before midnight

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Fri 12/10/2021 3:19 PM

Bee: hsteele@hotmail.com <hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendgarrett@gmail.com <laurendgarrett@gmail.coms;
{Thorn0606@aol.com </Thorn0606@aol.com>

Campaign Report due before midnight tonight!

Thank you,

Towni McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 883-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually alf written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records avallable to the

public and media upon request. E-taadl sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidentiol pursuant to State Law,

From: Tami McGowin
Sent: Wednesday, December 8, 2021 10:41 AM
Subject: Campaign Report due before midnight on 12/10/21

Wanted to send a reminder that your campaign report is due before midnight on
December 10, 2021.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Toawmil McGowin
5anta Rosa County
Election’s Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 22570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtuolly all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the

public and media upon request. E-mall sent or recelved on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure If a‘eemei

Exhibit 9 Page 6 of 1



New Reporting Schedules Attached %

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Thu 12/2/2021 4:27 PM

A ——————
Bee: Rickie Cotton <rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>; Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn
<lindasanborn138@gmail.com>; John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmaif.com>; LtCal rock USMC ret
<ppeters008@gmail.com>; mitzipeters@mchsi.com <mitzipeters@mchsi.coms; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>;
amy@jeffates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThorn0606 @aol.com <IThorn(606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington828@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; epohimann@bellsouth.net
<cpohimann@bellscuth.net>; srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>; Jonathan Cole
<Gatorbaiter10@yahoo.com>; Dekom. <martin.dekom@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>

U 2 attachments {1 MB}
2022 Primary Reporting Schedule.pdf, 2022 General Reporting Schedule.pdf;

Please find the new reporting schedules attached.

Thank you,

Toumi McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4552
{850) 983-1903
tamim@®santarosa.fl.gov

Florlda hos a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Sunta Rosa County Personnel are public records avallable to the

public and media upon request. E-mall sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure If deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

From: Tami McGowin

Sent: Thursday, December 2, 2021 4:25 PM

Subject: Campaign Report Due 12-10-21

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 12/10/211

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M11) is due on or before midnight 11/10/21. The covered period is

11/1/21 through 11/30/21.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

Exhibit 9 Page 7 of 12



PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tamir McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850} 983-1503
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually ail written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel dre puﬁ.’ic records avallable to the

public and media upon request, E-mail sent or received on the county system will he considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confitfential pursuant to State Law.

Exhibit 9 Page 8 of 12



Campaign Report due on or before 1/10/22

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Tue 1/4/2022 7:28 AM

Bee: cpohlimann@bellsouth.net <cpohimann@bellsouth.net>; srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>;
Jonathan Cole <Gatorbaiter10@yahoo.com>; Dekom. <martin.dekom@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.coms;
Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.com>; JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington828@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; iaurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due hefore midnight on 1/10/221

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M12) is due on or before midnight 1/10/22. The covered period is 12/1/21
through 12/31/21.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Towmi McGowivy
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6485 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850} 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually olf written communications to or from Santa Rose County Personnel are public records available to the

public and medie upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

eonfidentiaf pursuant to State Law.

Exhibit 9 Page 9 of 12



M1 Report Reminder Notice

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Thu 2/3/2022 8:51 AM
32022 8;

Bee: srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducaters.coms; tony.dickson!87@gmail.com
<tony.dickson187@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; Rickie Cotton <rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>;
Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.coms>:
John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.coms; Jeff@jeffates.com <leff@jeffates.coms;
amy@jeffates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThornC606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington828@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com
<freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com>; Bill Marquardt <billmarquarcdt@hotmail.com>; kerrysmith@reagan.com
<kerrysmith@reagan.com»; kerryalansmith@gmail.com <kerryalansmith@gmail.com>; thebyrds423@yahoo.com
<thebyrds423@yahoo.com>; Joshhellyer4schoolboard @gmail.com <Joshhellyerdschoolboard@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report - Due before midnight on 2/10/22!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M1) is due on or before midnight 2/10/22. The covered period is 1/1/22
through 1/31/22.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Touwni McGowiv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Miiton FL 32570-4592
{850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa,fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law, Virtually oll written communicatiions to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the

public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will anly be withheld from disclosure If deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.
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Campaign Report Due 3/10/22

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Tue 3/1/2022 8:49 AM
e ]

Bee: srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducatars.com>; tony.dickson187@gmail.com
<tony.dickson187@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; Rickie Cotton <Rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>;
Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.coms; Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.coms;
John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>;
amy@jeffates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThorn0606@aol.com <JThom0606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington§28@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; Bostan4SchoolBoard @gmail.com
<BostondSchoolBoard@gmail.com>; freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com <freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com>; Bill Marquardt
<billmarquardt@hotmail.com>; kerrysmith@reagan.com <kerrysmith@reagan.com>; kerryalansmith@gmail.com
<kerryalansmith@gmail.com>; thebyrds423@yahoo.com <thebyrds423@yahoo.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 3/10/221

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M2) is due on or before midnight 3/10/22. The covered period is 2/1/22

through 2/28/22.

if you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the

deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Toawmi McGowivy
Santa Rosa County
Election's 5taff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton Fi. 325703-4592
{850) 883-1903
tamlm@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has o very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records availgble to the

public end media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

canfidential pursuant to State Law,
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Don't Forget to File Your M2 Report Before Midnight Tomorrow

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Wed 3/9/2022 3:25 PM

Bee: Jetf@jeffates.com <leff@jeffates.com>; amy@jeffates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThorn0606@aol.com
<JThorn0606@aol.com>; John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; o
‘freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com <freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com>; Bill Marquardt <billmarquardt@hotmail.com>; Joshua Hellyer
<joshheflyerdschoolboard@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com <hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com
<laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report - Due before midnight on 3/10/22!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M2) is due on or before midnight 3/10/22. The covered period is 2/1/22
through 2/28/22.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tovmi McGowing
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caraline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
{850) 983-1503
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Pubiic Records Low. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the

public and media upon request. E-mail sent ar recelved on the county system wifl be considered pubilc and will only be withheld from disclosure If deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

Exhibit 9 Page 12 of 12



: | _on PO
% vin Thom - /

S o i ) g/!,g{i'“f
ol - A= BN b 4

/)i f20 - glz1f2) - ME” o
' &‘(’T(: ;1//{9/?')

f" Wi ant | 9/, )

W =
a9~ W2 [z
' b i MM\JR - \ wa’;d’w tlio
hip 2! $)@01172‘" - W
Wos dut/pfid /‘53

. e
3@01?;? = Yo P s dve 3he 2z

4 = W&!/Wf’(
E%’(W"’M; 3o wodvey - wos it M”saﬁ
35*‘%‘2",? + E?’D]’ﬁ - 5'/&“}?;1 - (JL < ;Q’“W Q&é‘m‘f“’%
- o
" Jte] Te 7 WWMWZ ifwjawﬁ loter 31187%
yirt- leite ol

Exhibit 10 Page 1 of 6



Id: 132 [1257437

Submitted on:
3/20/2022 18_56}54 (eastern)

WﬁWEﬁEQ ﬁ' ’ﬁ'{ ONLINE SUBMIBSTION
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reporting date that noreportis being flad.
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ONLINE SUBMISSTION

Id: 132 [1257438]

Submitted on:

3/20/2022 18:57:38 {(eastern)
HEFICE URE QLY

' tsmmmm ,

DEDEST {Rey. 0615}
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OHLINE SUBMISSION

Id: 132 [1257440]

Submitted on;

3/20/2022 18:59:02 (eastern)
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ONLINE SUBMISEION
Id: 132 [1257441]
Submitted on:

3/20/2022 18:59:37 (eastern)
[GFFICE USE ONLY
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION
PHONE LOG

Case No.: FEC 22-079

Respondent: John Kevin Thorn
Complainant: Tappie Villane, SOE

Date and time: October 27, 2023 @ 3:20 pm

Name: Respondent

Phone #: (850) 572-1975

Summary: | had telephone contact with Respondent to address complaint allegations.
Respondent verified contact information. He verified his email address:
Jthorn0606@aol.com. Respondent went on to explain that he thought he had closed out his
campaign but obviously he forgot to do some basic/minor things that resulted in him
being involved with this complaint. He denied purposely doing anything wrong. He
stated that his wife forced him to withdraw from the campaign due to him having “a
million other things to do on my plate”. He verified that he was informed about the
Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, and other election materials on the DOE
website.

Entered by: CKO

Date and time: October 27, 2023 @ 3:50 pm

Name: Tappie Villane—Filing Officer

Phone #: (850) 983-1900

Summary: | attempted telephone contact to get the best method to send over FO affidavit.
I left a message to return my call.

Entered by: CKO

Date and time: October 27, 2023 @ 4:10 pm

Name: Tappie Villane—Filing Officer

Phone #: Unavailable

Summary: | had telephone contact with FO as a result of my earlier message. | was
instructed to email the affidavit to her attention at: villane@santarosa.fl.gov.

Entered by: CKO

Date and time: March 13, 2024 @ 2:05 pm

Name: Tappie Vilane—Filing Officer

Phone #: (850) 983-1900

Summary: | had telephone contact with the FO to inquire about the status of the overdue
FO affidavit. Ms. Tappie advised that she thought her assistant had completed the request
and would be checking with her regarding the status and get back with me. | thanked her
for her assistance with this matter.

Entered by: CKO

Phone Log (06/21) Exhibit 11 Page 1 of 1
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FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION
PHONE LOG

Case No.: FEC 22-079

Respondent: John Kevin Thorn
Complainant: Tappie Villane, SOE

Date and time: October 27, 2023 @ 3:20 pm

Name: Respondent

Phone #: (850) 572-1975

Summary: | had telephone contact with Respondent to address complaint allegations.
Respondent verified contact information. He verified his email address:
Jthorn0606@aol.com. Respondent went on to explain that he thought he had closed out his
campaign but obviously he forgot to do some basic/minor things that resulted in him
being involved with this complaint. He denied purposely doing anything wrong. He
stated that his wife forced him to withdraw from the campaign due to him having “a
million other things to do on my plate”. He verified that he was informed about the
Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook, and other election materials on the DOE
website.

Entered by: CKO

Date and time: October 27, 2023 @ 3:50 pm

Name: Tappie Villane—Filing Officer

Phone #: (850) 983-1900

Summary: | attempted telephone contact to get the best method to send over FO affidavit.
I left a message to return my call.

Entered by: CKO

Date and time: October 27, 2023 @ 4:10 pm

Name: Tappie Villane—Filing Officer

Phone #: Unavailable

Summary: | had telephone contact with FO as a result of my earlier message. | was
instructed to email the affidavit to her attention at: villane@santarosa.fl.gov.

Entered by: CKO

Date and time: March 13, 2024 @ 2:05 pm

Name: Tappie Vilane—Filing Officer

Phone #: (850) 983-1900

Summary: | had telephone contact with the FO to inquire about the status of the overdue
FO affidavit. Ms. Tappie advised that she thought her assistant had completed the request
and would be checking with her regarding the status and get back with me. | thanked her
for her assistance with this matter.

Entered by: CKO
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107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596
Telenhane: (RS0 927.4539Q - Faccimile: (RS0YQ21.0783

June 16, 2023

John Kevin Thorn
5208 Admiral Halsey Road
Milton, FL. 32583

RE: Case No.: FEC 22-079; Respondent: John Kevin Thorn

Dear Mr. Thom:

On March 24, 2022, the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging you violated
Florida’s election laws. 1 have reviewed the complaint and find that it contains one or more legally
sufficient allegations. The Commission staff will investigate the following alleged violation(s):

Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes: As alleged in the complaint, Respondent, a
2022 candidate for Santa Rosa County School Board, District 1, failed to notify the
filing officer on the prescribed reporting date that no report would be filed on that
date because he had not received funds, made contributions, or expended reportable
funds during following reporting periods:

2021 M10
2021 M11
2021 M12
2022 M1
2022 M2

However, prior to an investigation, you have the option to resolve your case now by signing a
minor violation consent order and paying a fine of $250, per Rule 2B-1.003, Florida
Administrative Code, rather than the potential $1,000 per violation provided for in Section
106.265, Florida Statutes.

If you sign the consent order, you would =~* be =~~*=~7 ¢~ ~4—it or deny the alleg~*~(s) in the
complaint, but you would be required to immediately correct the violation, if feasible.

The signed consent order would then be considered by the Commission at its next available
meeting and would constitute final action by the Commission once it is accepted and approved by
the Commission. You and the Complainant will receive notice at least 14 days before any hearing
at which your case is to be considered.




John Kevin Thorn
June 16, 2023
Page 2

FEC 22-079

If you choose not to resolve this case by consent order, an investigation will be conducted, the
Commission will hold one or more hearings to determine whether the alleged violation(s) occurred
and, if so, the amount of fine to be imposed upon you.

Please note that all documents related to this matter will be mailed to the above address
unless you notify us of a new address.

For additional information, please refer to the “Frequently Asked Questions” section on the
Commission’s website.

re

-

Executive Director

TV/id



Tappie A. Villane

Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

Phone: (850) 983-19!
6495 Caroline Street Ste F Fax: (850) 983-18
Milton FL 32570-4592
www.VoteSantaRosa.gov

March 18, 2022

Complaint Against John K. Thorn — Candidate for School Board Member, District 1 for
Non-Compliance to Election Code 106.07, failure to file required campaign reports

On July 16™, 2021, Greg Fink brought in pre-filing paperwork for John K. Thorn to run for Santa Rosa County School
Board Member, District 1 for the 2022 Election year. The same day, Tami McGowin sent a letter to John Thorn to
come in and go over the packet for filing campaign reports, collecting contributions, making expenditures, collecting
petitions, and general candidate information.

Mr. John Thorn came in on August 10, 2021, to go over the candidate packet. Tami McGowin informed him that the
paperwork for the Deputy Campaign Treasurer is not correct and that Deleasa Bettis is not his Deputy Campaign
Treasurer because she did not sign the paperwork. She went over the checklist with Mr. Thorn, and he signed that
the information was discussed. See attached.

On November 30, 2021, at 8:10 am Tami McGowin spoke to John K. Thorn via telephone regarding his late report.
He stated that he had just returned from Memphis, TN, late the previous night because he had 2 deaths in the last
3 % weeks. He stated that he would file his late report. No reports have been filed since October 12, 2021.

On December 16, 2021, at 12:53 pm, Tami McGowin called Deleasa Bettis, in an attempt to get the required reports
filed, and she stated that she will get John Thorn the message to file the late reports. No reports have been filed
since October 12, 2021.

Report reminder notices are emailed to all pre-filed candidates prior to the due date. Copies are included. No
response from candidate, John Thorn.

On January 12, 2022, Tappie Villane (Supervisor of Elections) reached out via email to Greg Fink hoping that he
would contact John Thorn and motivate him to file his reports, but we had no response from either Greg Fink or
John Thorn. No reports have been filed since October 12, 2021.

On March 2, 2022, a certified letter was sent to John Thorn and Deleasa Bettis. We received the signed receipt back
from Delease Bettis on March 3, 2022, but as of the date of this letter, no response or signed receipt from John
Thorn.

There was one more email sent to Mr. Thorn giving him one more opportunity to file his campaign reports because
we were filing a complaint with the Florida Elections Commission. No response.

fane M Gows

Tami  Gowin di Qs WingOfﬁcer







FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMM  ION
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224, Tallahassee, FL. 32399-1050

4, OATH:

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF Santa Rosa

I swear or affirm that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

\ .
§ .-'_\ G\)‘T ] eb '.. )
°¥ 2%
Z

ST RS ! ¥

1 v Al
O WV AN %
Original Signature of Person Bringing Complaint

Sworn to and subscribed before me this "r)ﬁ‘_day of
March 20 22

\\\“\‘a\“—\—\g:‘mgz‘z””’ M il Q} /)L,(/\-c*f SE

/.
v %”/,, Signature of Officer Authorized to Administer Oaths or Notary Public
Zz

&\\ 1.7 : / - /

Wit -

(Print, Type, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public)
Personally Known_ ___Or Produced Identification

Type of Identification Produced

5. IMPROPERLY 7~ramt eTER £ARARL A INT FORMS MAY BE RETURNED:

You MUST submit this completed complaint form in order to file a complaint.
You MUST complete ALL FOUR of the above sections of this form. DO NOT leave any blanks.
You MUST submit the ORIGINAL complaint form. Copied/faxed/emailed forms are returned.

Each complaint can only be filed against ONE PERSON or ENTITY. If you wish to file against
multiple parties, you MUST submit a complaint form for each party you wish to file against.

DO NOT submit multiple complaint forms with one set of attachments applying to multiple
complaints. You MUST attach copies of attachments to each complaint to which they apply.

MAKE SURE the alleged violation(s) of Chapters 104 or 106 occurred within the last 2 years.

MAKE SURE your complaint is sworn and there is no defect to the notarization in Section 4.

FEC Form 1 {5/17)
Rules 2B-1.0025 & 2B-1.009, F.A.C.



1appie A. Villane
Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

Phone: (850) 983-1900

6495 Caroline Street Ste F Fax: (850) 983-1829
Milton FL 32570-4592

www.VoteSantaRosa.gov

March 2, 2022 Certified Mail: 7018 2290 0001 ._)1 04

John Kevin Thorn

School Board, Dist 1 Campaign
5208 Admiral Halsey Road
Milton FL 32583

Dear Mr. John Thorn:

You pre-filed as a candidate on July 16, 2021, and at that time you signed the DS-DE 84 Form stating that
you understand the requirements of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, which includes filing campaign reports.
You have failed to file your campaign reports since November of 2021. The next campaign report is due
on or before March 10, 2022. Late reports are subject to fines as laid out in Chapter 106.07.

We are required to notify the Florida Elections Commission of your repeated late filing and the commission
will start an investigation. Please go ahead and file your late reports and if you wish to withdraw as a
candidate, write a letter stating that you wish to withdraw as a candidate from the School Board, District
1 race, sign, date and have delivered to our office. From the time we receive your letter of withdrawal,
you will then have 90 days to file your final campaign report.

We are also sending a copy of this letter to Deleasa Bettis because she is listed on your forms.

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Tami at 850-983-1903.

Sincerely,
Tappie Villane

Santa Rosa County
Supervisor of Elections

Enclosures
cc: [ =asa Dee Bettis

5641 Northrop Road
Milton FL 32570

Certified Mail: . J18 2290 0001 1291 6698






Important Report Information and other information

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Fri 3/11/2022 12:54 PM
To: JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

John Kevin Thorne:

The date to file the M2 Campaign Report is now past. If you intend to withdraw as a
candidate, you must still file your campaign reports until we receive your letter of
withdrawal. To withdraw the following steps must be taken:

1 — File campaign reports right away

2 —Submit a note/letter stating that you are withdrawing as a candidate. It must be
dated, signed and the original sent to our office. It will not be in effect until it is clocked in
at our office.

3 — Then you must file your Termination Report (TR). Instructions will be sent.

Please let me know if | can answer any questions.

Thank you,

Tamir McGowiry
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa Caunty Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



Don't Forget to File Your M2 Report Before Midnight Tomorrow

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Wed 3/9/2022 3:25 PM

Bee: Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>; amy@jeffates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThorn0606@aol.com
<JThorn0606@aol.com>; John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; o
freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com <freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com>; Bill Marquardt <billmarquardt@hotmail.com>; Joshua Hellyer
<joshhellyerdschoolboard@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com <hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com
<laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 3/10/22!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M2) is due on or before midnight 3/10/22. The covered period is 2/1/22
through 2/28/22.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

FoN _ f FOR LA, FILING: Per..S. 10..07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tami McGowirv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



Campaign Report Due 3/10/22

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Tue 3/1/2022 8:49 AM

Bcc: srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>; tony.dickson187@gmail.com
<tony.dickson187@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; Rickie Cotton <Rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>;
Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.com>;
John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>;

amy effates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThorn0606@aol.cor - Thorn0606@aocl.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddingtonocowgmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; Boston4SchoolBoard @gmail.com
<Boston4SchoolBoard@gmail.com>; freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com <freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com>: Bill Marquardt
<billmarquardt@hotmail.com>; kerrysmith@reagan.com <kerrysmitl . _ eagan.com>; kerryalansmitl _ ymail.com
<kerryalansmith@gmail.com>; thebyrds423@yahoo.com <thebyrds423@yahoo.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 3/10/22!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M2) is due on or before midnight 3/10/22. The covered period is 2/1/22

through 2/28/22.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the

deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tami McGowirv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL. 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the

public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



M1 Report Reminder Notice

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Thu 2/3/2022 8:51 AM
2/3/2022 8

Bec: srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>; tony.dickson187@gmail.com
<tony.dickson187@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; Rickie Cotton <rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>;
Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.com>;
John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jef 2s.com>;
amy@jeffates.com <amy@jeffates.com>; JThorn0606@aol.com <ITharn0606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington82&.«yinail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com
<freezeframebyPatt@gmail.com>; Bill Marquardt <billmarquardt@hotmail.com>; kerrysmith@reagan.com
<kerrysmith@reagan.com>; kerryalansmith@gmail.com <kerryalansmith@gmail.com>; thebyrds423@yahoo.com
<thebyrds423@yahoo.com>; Joshhellyerdschoolboard@gmail.com <Joshhellyerdschoolboard@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 2/10/22!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M1) is due on or before midnight 2/10/22. The covered period is 1/1/22

through 1/31/22.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the

deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or

expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tami McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santo Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the

public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will anly be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



/—

G jFink tt ntt cini ly
brought in pre-filing paperwork for

- . John Thorn. We tried to see if he
Tappie Villane <villane@santarosa.fl.gov> would get Mr. Thorn to respond. He

Wed 1/12/2022,3:48 PM did not respond.
To: gregfink40@gmail.com <gregfink40@gmail.com>

Candidate reports

Cc: Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Good afternoon Greg and Happy New Year! | am reaching out to you regarding John Kevin Tharn_ | believe you
working with himon = gn for School Board, District 1. T has contacted hinr  1li tin ,alo with
his Campaign Treasurer Deleasa Bettis, but unfortunately we have not receiveda npaign  rtsincehe =ada
waiver for the September 2021 report. Therefore, we are missing reports from October, November, and
December.

Tami will be sending him a certified letter regarding the delinquency of these reports, but | thought | would also
reach out to you and make you aware of the situation.

Tappie A. Villane

Supervisor of Elections, Santa Rosa County
(850) 983-1900 (P)

(850) 983-1829 (F)

votesantarosa.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County
Personnel are public records available to the public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county
system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed confidential pursuant to State
Law.



Campaign Report due on or before 1, .J/22

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Tue 1/4/2022 7:28 AM

Bcc: cpohlmann@bellsouth.net <cpohlmann@bellsouth.net>; srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>;
Jonathan Cole <Gatorbaiter10@yahoo.com>; Dekom. <martin.dekom@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>;
Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.com>; JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington

<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington828@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 1/10/22!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M12) is due on or before midnight 1/10/22. The covered period is 12/1/21
through 12/31/21.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

PENALTY FOR LATF FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tomir McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



Campaign Report due before midnight

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Fri 12/10/2021 3:19 PM

Bcc: hsteele@hotmail.com <hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendgarrett@gmail.com <laurendgarrett@gmail.com>;
JThorn0606@aol.com <JTh~r~N606@aol.com>

Campaign Report due before midnight tonight!

Thank you,

Tawmir McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

s Sk e e o s Ao S e 1 st 1 o J— [N

From: Tami McGowin
Sent: Wednesday, December 8. 2021 10:41 AM
A rr— -
Subject: Campaign Report due pefore midnight on 12/10/21

Wanted to send a reminder that your campaign report is due before midnight on
December 10, 2021.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Towmi McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the

1 L 1 an the county sy 1 will b 1si »d public and willonly  vith  1from. losure if deemed



New Reporting Schedules Attached %

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Thu 12/2/2021 4:27 PM
——————r—

Bcc: Rickie Cotton <rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>; Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn
<lindasanborn138@gmail.com>; John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; LtCol rock USMC ret
<ppeters009@gmail.com>; mitzipeters@mchsi.com <mitzipeters@mchsi.com>; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>;
amy@jeffates.com <amy@)jeffates.com>; JThorn0606 @aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>; Debra Eddington
<eddington828@att.net>; Debra Eddington <debraeddington828@gmail.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>; cpohlmann@bellsouth.net
<cpohimann@bellsouth.net>; srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>; Jonathan Cole
<Gatorbaiter10@yahoo.com>; Dekom. <martin.dekom@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>

U 2 attachments (1 MB)
2022 Primary Reporting Schedule.pdf; 2022 General Reporting Schedule.pdf;

Please find the new reporting schedules attached.

Thank you,

Tami McGowivv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

From: Tami McGowin

Sent: Thursday, December 2, 2021 4:25 PM
Subject: Campaign Report Due 12-10-21

FP-~minder of Campaign Report — Due before midnigt -~  ~~"10/21!
Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M11) is due on or before midnight 11/10/21. The covered period is
11/1/21 through 11/30/21.

If you have not already submitted yc - -—port, please do so on or before the
deadline.



Ty mam s mm et Per FS. 10 07 (8)(b), you e s Hjectto fine
wwwauy pur way 1w waon e date, not to exceed 5% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tami McGowivy
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa Caunty Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.






Tappie A. Villane

Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

6495 Caroline Street Ste F

Milton FL 32570-4592 November 8, 20?? General Phone: (850) 983-1900

www. VoteSantaRosd.gov Fax: (850) 983-1829
Calendar of Reporting Dates
Campaign Reporting Requirements for Local Candidates & Committees

e Reports shall be filed on the 10" day following the end of each calendar
e  Reports must be filed on the 60" day immediately preceding the General;
e  Reports must be filed biweekly on each Friday thereafter;
e  Additional reports must be filed on the 25" and 11 days before the General.
e Reports must be filed 4 days prior to General.

Cover Period Report Code Due Date
8/19/22 —9/2/22 2022 G1 9/9/22
9/3/22 -9/16/22 2022 G2 9/23/22
9/17/22 - 9/30/22 2022 G3 10/7/22
10/1/22 -10/7/22 2022 G4 10/14/22
10/8/22 - 10/14/22 2022 G5 10/21/22
10/15/22 = 10/21/22 2022 G6 10/28/22
10/22/22 - 11/3/22 2022 G7 11/4/22
Termination Report
I 11/4/22 - 2/6/23 | 2022 TR-G ] 2/6/23
For Political Committees Monthly Reports
11/4/22 ~11/30/22 2022 M11 12/12/22
12/1/2:  2/31/22 2022 M12 1/10/23

Penalty for Late Filing: Any candidate or committee failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50
per day for the first 3 days late and, thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total contributions or
expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. However, for pre-election reports, the fine shall be $500
per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by
the late report. For Termination Reports the fine is $50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total contributions or
expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report.

Note: Candidates must dispose of all funds in the campaign account and file a Termination Report within 90 days after having
withdrawn, become unopposed, eliminated or elected to office.



Campaign Report due before midnight on 12/10/21 & Past Due M10 Report

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Wed 12/8/2021 10:50 AM

To: JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

Cc: Tappie Villane <villane@santarosa.flgov>

Mr. Thorne:

| wanted to send a reminder that your M11 campaign report is due before
midnight on December 10, 2021.

Also, after repeated emails and our telephone conversation on November 30th,
we have yet to receive your M10 Campaign Report that was due on November
10, 2021. In addition to fines that are possibly accruing, we are required to notify
the Florida Elections ~ >mmission for repeat late report violations. So please
submit your M10 report today!

PENALTY . OR LAT® FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Toami McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
and mediau request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



Fw: Campaign Report Late

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Thu 11/18/2021 3:09 PM
To: JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

Mr. Thorne:

Your MIOC-mp-‘gnF »ortisr-—w~ " "1y~ late. Please £ "“mit yoL report as soon

asf ;s

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are sut :ctto - fir - of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tomi McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election’s Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

From: Tami McGowin

Sent: Friday, November 12, 2021 8:06 AM

To: JIThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>
Subject: Campaign Report Late

Mr. Thorne:

Please submit your M10 campaign report as soon as possible, as it was due on
November 10th. Your fine will be determined upon receipt.

Thank you,

Tami McGowirv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592



Campaign Report Late

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Fri 11/12/2021 8:06 AM
To: JThorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>

Mr. Thorne:

Please submit your M10 campaign report as soon as possible, as it was due on
Novemkt - 10th. Your fine will be ¢ ermined upon rec pt.

Thank you,

Tomi McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



Campaign Report Due before midnight tonight

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Wed 11/10/2021 8:44 AM

Bcc: Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; JThorn060€ ~ ol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com
<hsteele@hotmail.com>; laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>

Wanted to send a reminder that your campaign report (M10) is due before
midnight tonight.

PENALTY FOR LATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are sut :ct to a fine of
§&n nn per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

TF 1Kk you,

Tami McGowinv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very braad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county systemn will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



M10 Finance Report Due on or before 11/10/21

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Wed 10/20/2021 1:25 PM

Bcc: srpe.office@srpeducators.com <srpe.office@srpeducators.com>; Jonathan Cole <Gatorbaiter10@yahoo.com>; Dekom.
<martin.dekom@gmail.com>; Wes Siler <preservenavarre@gmail.com>; Rickie Cotton <rickiecotton2010@gmail.com>;
Courtney.allyse@gmail.com <Courtney.allyse@gmail.com>; Linda Sanborn <lindasanborn138@gmail.com>;
John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com <John.clinton.candidate@gmail.com>; LtCol rock USMC ret <ppeters009@gmail.com>;
mitzipeters@mchsi.com <mitzipeters@mchsi.com>; Jeff@jeffates.com <Jeff@jeffates.com>; amy@jeffates.com
<amy@jeffates.com>; J_Mr"““g ornggnema~l-om>; | ra Eddington - Idington828@att.net>;
Debraeddington828@gmail.com <Depraeaaington828wyinan.com>; hsteele@hotmail.com <hsteele@hotmail.com>;
laurendjarrett@gmail.com <laurendjarrett@gmail.com>

Reminder of Campaign Report — Due before midnight on 11/10/21!

Candidates and Political Committees: Please be aware that your Campaign
Report (M10) is due on or before midnight 11/10/21. The covered period is
10/1/21 through 10/31/21.

If you have not already submitted your report, please do so on or before the
deadline.

PENALTY FOR ! ATE FILING: Per F.S. 106.07 (8)(b), you are subject to a fine of
$50.00 per day for each late date, not to exceed 25% of the total receipts or
expenditures, whichever is greater.

Thank you,

Tami McGowin
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

6495 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
{850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.



122, 3:31 AM Mail - Tami McGowin - Qutiook

Re: Florida Elections Commiission

Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>
Fri 3/18/2022 8:44 AM
To: Deleasa Bettis <deleasa824@gmail.com>

Cc: Tappie Villane <villane@santarosa.fl.gov>

Delease:

| appreciate you letting us know that you are trying to assist Mr. Thorn in filing his
report, however, there is really nothing you can resolve in comir~ to our office.
Your name is on the paperwork but since you never signed it, you were never his
deputy treasurer. | have included in the information to the Florida Elections
Commission that you were only named on the paperwork and since you never
signed it, you were not legally the deputy treasurer. 1 ne only reason | was
including you on some of the reminder notices was in hopes for you to prompt Mr.
Thorn to file his reports.

So, in short, besides you asking Mr. Thorn to file, there is nothing you can do
because you are not technically his deputy treasurer.

| really appreciate your help!

Thank you,

Towmi McGowirv
Santa Rosa County
Election's Staff

64395 Caroline Street Ste F
Milton FL 32570-4592
(850) 983-1903
tamim@santarosa.fl.gov

Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from Santa Rosa County Personnel are public records available to the
public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the county system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed

confidential pursuant to State Law.

From: Deleasa Bettis <deleasa824@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2022 7:14 PM

To: Tami McGowin <TamiM@santarosa.fl.gov>

Cc: J)Thorn0606@aol.com <JThorn0606@aol.com>; Tappie Villane <villane@santarosa.fl.gov>
Subject: Re: Florida Elections Commission

Ms. McGowin,

link?Print






1appie A. Villan.

Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections

Phone: (850) 983-1900
6495 Caroline Street Ste F Fax: (850) 983-1829
Milton FL 32570-4592
www. VoteSantaRosa.com

July 16, 2021

John Kevin Thorn

2022 School Board Campaign
5208 Admiral Halsey Road
Milton FL 32570

Dear Mr. Thorn:

Enclosed are copies of your campaign documents that were turned in today by Greg Fink. | would like to
meet with you to go over the campaign packet and petition procedures here in Santa Rosa County and for
you to sign the Pre-File form. Just call me prior to coming in to make sure | am available. | take lunch each

day from 11to 12.

I so require an email address for Deleasa to send your campaign report reminder notices. Your first
campaign rep tis due on or before August 10, 2021. Enclosed is the password letter with your ID number
and PIN along with instructions for getting on the Candidate Finance System. | will be happy to go over
this process if you need me to.

The Appointment form that names Deleasa as Campaign Treasurer is not filled out properly. She was
supposed to sign at the bottom accepting the appointment of Campaign Treasurer. | am enclosing a blank

form for her to fill out.

If you have any questions, please call me at {850) 983-1903. Looking forward to meeting you both soon.
Sincerely,

i

" ni McGowin
Candidate Qualifying

Enclosures

Copy to: Deleasa Dee Bettis, 5641 Northrop Rd, Milton FL 32570















D~ Tappie A. Villane

*

I Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections
ACO
Phone: (850) 983-1900

6495 Caroline Street Ste F Fax: (850) 983-1829

Milton FL 32570-4592
www.VoteSantaRosa.com

2021-2022

Calendar of Reporting Dates
Campaign Reporting Requirements for Local Candidates

Reports shall be filed on the 10" day following the end of each calendar month from the time the campaign
treasurer is appointed per Florida Statutes 106.07 (1).

Cover Period Report Code Due Date
11/1/20-11/30/20 2020 M11 12/10/20
12/1/20-12/31/20 2020 M12 1/11/21

1/1/21-1/31/21 2021 M1 2/10/21
2/1/21-2/28/21 2021 M2 3/10/21
3/1/21-3/31/21 2021 M3 4/12/21
4/1/21-4/30/21 2021 M4 5/10/21
5/1/21-5/31/21 2021 M5 6/10/21
6/1/21-6/30/21 2021 M6 7/12/21
7/1/21-7/31/21 2021 M7 8/10/21
8/1/21-8/31/21 2021 M8 9/10/21
9/1/21-9/30/21 2021 M9 10/12/21
10/1/21-10/31/21 2021 M10 11/10/21
11/1/21-11/30/21 2021 M11 12/10/21
12/1/21-12/31/21 2021 M12 1/10/22

Penalty for Late Filing

Any candidate or committee failing to file a report on the designated due date shall be subject to a fine of $50 per day for the first 3 days
late and, thereafter, $500 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater,
for the period covered by the late report. However, for pre-election reports, the fine shall be $500 per day for each late day, not to
exceed 25% of the total contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report. For Termination
Reports the fine is $50 per day for each late day, not to exceed 25% of the total contributions or expenditures, whichever is greater, for

the period covered by the late report.

Note: Candidates must dispose of all funds in the campaign account and file a Termination Report within 90 days after having

withdrawn, become unopposed, eliminated or elected to office.
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	I.  Preliminary Information:
	1.  Respondent was a 2022 candidate for Santa Rosa County School Board, District 1; he withdrew on March 18, 2022.  Respondent was a first-time candidate. To review the withdrawal letter, refer to Exhibit 1.   
	2.  An Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) was filed with the Santa Rosa County Supervisor of Elections (SOE) on July 16, 2021.  Respondent was appointed as campaign treasurer.  To review the DS-DE 9, refer to Exhibit 2.
	3.  A Statement of Candidate was filed with the SOE on July 16, 2021, in which Respondent certified he had been provided access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter 106, F.S.  To review the Statement of Candidate, refer to Exhibit 3.  
	4.  On July 16, 2021, SOE staff sent Respondent a letter enclosing log-in credentials with instructions for accessing the Candidate Finance System.  SOE staff stated, “I will be happy to go over this process if you need me to.”  To review the letter, refer to Exhibit 4.
	5.  The SOE attested in an affidavit that Respondent was provided copies of or links to Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook on August 10, 2021.  Respondent signed a form acknowledging receipt of links to the Division of Elections’ website for Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook. The form also acknowledged that Respondent was informed of campaign treasurer report due dates.  To review the affidavit, refer to Exhibit 5.  To review the acknowledgment, refer to Exhibit 6.  To review the Calendar of Reporting Dates, refer to Exhibit 7.
	6.  The Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook discusses filing a waiver when there is no activity to disclose.  To review the relevant page of the Handbook, refer to Exhibit 8.
	7.  SOE staff sent Respondent numerous emails reminding him about each of the reporting dates at issue and notifying him of his obligation to file by those due dates.  To review the emails, refer to Exhibit 9.
	II.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(7), Florida Statutes:
	8.  I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by not timely notifying the filing officer, in writing, that no report(s) would be filed due to not receiving any contributions or making expenditures during the following reporting period(s). To review Respondent’s filing history and waivers reflecting the untimely filed notifications summarized below, refer to Exhibit 10.
	THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
	9.  Respondent did not respond to the complaint. 
	10.  I called Respondent for the purpose of providing an opportunity to discuss the allegations made in the complaint.  Respondent stated that he thought he had closed out his campaign but obviously he forgot to do some basic/minor things that resulted in him being involved with this complaint.  He denied purposely doing anything wrong.  He stated that his wife forced him to withdraw from the campaign due to him having “a million other things to do on my plate.”  He verified that he was informed about the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook and other election materials on the Division of Elections’ website.  To review the phone log, refer to Exhibit 11.                                                                      
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