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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Good American PAC 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-491 

 
TO:  Cody Steed, Chair 
 1904 SW Whitemarsh Way 
 Palm City, FL 34990 
  

 
Division of Elections 
RA Gray Building, Room 316 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, June 23, 2025 at 1:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Zoom, at the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1 and entering the Meeting ID: 
865 0472 2298 and Passcode: 885875. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 30, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal of an intent to revoke a registration, of a Political Committee, 
Electioneering Communications Organization, or a Political Party, the Division of Elections has issued you a 
notice of intent, citing the reasons for which it intends to cancel your registration.  By filing the appeal, you have 
asked the Commission to recommend that the Division’s Notice of Intent be set aside.  You are required to explain 
why you believe your registration should not be cancelled.  Based upon the information you present, the 
Commission will issue a recommended order to the Division, in which it will either recommend that the Notice 
of Intent be set aside, or that the cancellation be upheld.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC 24-491 
 
NAME: GOOD AMERICAN PAC 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 12/18/2024 

DATE REPORT DUE: 06/28/2024 (2024 P1A) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 07/01/2024 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 3 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $6,250.00 

FINE BASED ON: (  )  NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $25,000.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $269.00 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 11/13/2024 (Fine Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Good American PAC is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of Florida. The 
PC’s chair is Cody Steed, and its treasurer is Debbie Millner. 

The PC is appealing the fine claiming the assessment is incorrect. Mr. Steed asserts that the fine for three 
days should total $150 in accordance with Rule 2B-1.005 and Section 106.07(8). He also mentions they did 
not receive any notification regarding a late fee prior to the issuance of the fine letter. 
 

 The 2024 P1A Original Report covers the period from 06/15/24-06/21/24; it was due on 06/28/24. 
 The 2024 P1A Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 06/27/24.1 
 Good American PAC reported receiving 1 contribution while making 2 expenditures. 
 FEC staff was advised, “The committee filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 06/27/24. A waiver 

is not a report. On 07/01/24, the committee filed a report showing $25,000.00 of activity. The fine 
is based on 25% of the activity.” 

 The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Good American PAC’s 2024 P1A 
Report. 

 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: NONE.  

 
CORRECTION OF FINE: $150.00 

 
 

 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [ X ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO  [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 



Cody Steed 
Chair, Good American PAC (84455) 
1901 SW Whitemarsh Way 
Palm City, FL 34990 
(336) 675-0858 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 W Gaines St, 
Suite 224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Re: Appeal of Late Fee for Campaign Finance Report 

Dear Members of the Florida Elections Commission, 

I am writing to formally appeal the late fee imposed for the campaign finance report filed late on July 1, 
which was submitted three days past the deadline. While I acknowledge the delay, I believe the fee 
asse?sed is excessive and does not align with the rules governing such penalties. 

According to Rule 2B-1.005 and section 106.07(8), Florida Statutes, late fees are to be assessed at $50 
per day for each day a report is overdue. Based on this guideline, the total fine for a three-day delay 
should amount to $150. However, the imposed fine significantly exceeds this amount. 

Additionally, there was no notification of any late fee or fine prior to the letter addressed November 13th. 
Our Committee was given no indication that a late fee was officially assessed. 

I respectfully request the Commission to review this matter and adjust the fee to reflect the correct 
calculation as prescribed by the statute. Enclosed, I have provided: 

1. A copy of the notice of imposition of fine as observed on the Division of Elections website. 
2. Supporting documentation detailing the timeline of events and the applicable rule on late fees . 

Additionally, if necessary, I would be happy to provide any supporting documentation to clarify the 
circumstances surrounding this case. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (336) 675-0858 or 
steedcody@yahoo.com if you require additional informatlon. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Cody Steed 
Chairman, Good American PAC 

!-• "'~ 
Cl.) .. " 



FLORIDA". 
Calculation of Fine for Late Campaign Treasurer's Report 
DE Reference Guide 0013 (elf. 12/2014) 

*DIVlS!C>N OF* 

ELECTIONS 
These guidelines are for reference only. They are not to be construed as legal advice or representation. For any particular set of facts or 
circumstances, refer to the applicable state, federal law, and case law, and/or consult a private attorney before drawing any legal 
conclusions or relying upon this infonnation. 

WHAT IS A FILING OFFICER'S DUTIES REGARDING FINES? 

• Notify immediately, as applicable, the candidate, chair of the political committee, the electioneering communication 
organization, or chair of the political party executive committee that the candidate, committee or organization has 
failed to file a campaign finance report by the applicable due date and that a fine is being assessed for each late day. 
(See Sections 106.07(8}(b), 106.0703(7}(b), and 106.29(3}(b), F.S.) 

• Determine the late fine amount and notify the applicable person or entity. 
o The fine is due to the filing officer within 20 days after receipt of the notice of payment, unless an appeal is 

made to the Florida Elections Commission. 

• Has no authority to waive the fine regardless of the reason - only the Florida Elections Commission has that authority. 
• Must report to the Florida Elections Commission any repeated late filings, the failure to file a report after notice, and a 

failure to pay the fine. 

How IS THE TYPE OF REPORT, ENTITY, AND FINE RATE DETERMINED? 

• Candidate, political committee (PC}, or electioneering communication organization (ECO} 
o Reports due immediately preceding an election: $500 for each day late. 
o Termination reports: $50 for each day late (Only candidates file "termination" reports. PCs and ECOs file their 

final activity in the next regularly scheduled report after the PC/ECO notice of termination is filed with the 
filing officer). 

o All other reports: $50 for the first 3 days, $500 each day thereafter. 

• State executive committees and affiliated party committees 
o Reports due immediately preceding an election: $10,000 for each day late. 
o All other reports: $1,000 for each day late. 

• County Executive Committees 

o Reports due immediately preceding an election: $500 for each day late. 
o All other reports: $50 for each date late. 

How IS THE NUMBER OF "LATE" DAYS CALCULATED? (SEE DE 91-07 AND EXAMPLES ON NEXT PAGE) 

• The first late day begins on the day after the campaign treasurer's report is due. 
• The number of days late includes weekends and holidays. 
• The last late day ends on (and includes) the earliest of the date: 

o T~e filing officer receives the report 
o The report is postmarked 
o A certificate shows mailed 
o An established courier company's receipt shows received, or 
o An electronic filing system shows received. 

How IS THE FINE CALCULATED? 

• STEP 1: Calculate the fine based upon the Daily Method, i.e., 
o Multiply the number of days late by the appropriate fine rate. 

• STEP 2: Calculate the fine based upon the Percentage Method, i.e., 
o Review expenditures and contributions in the report in question. 
o Multiple the greater of the two by 25% (i.e., by .25). 

• STEP 3: Compare the fine amounts calculated using the Daily Method versus the Percentage Method. 
• STEP 4: The amount of the fine will be the lesser of the two calculated amounts. 
Florida Department of State Page 1 of 2 



EXAMPLES 

• #1 - Fine for Candidate - Report not due immediately preceding an election and not a termination report 
o Report was 4 days late 
o Expenditures= $10,000; Contributions = $20,000 
o Calculation of fine using daily method - 3 days x $50 per day+ 1 day at $500 per day= $650 
o Calculation of fine using percentage method - $20,000 x 25% = $5000 
o Fine to be imposed = $650 

• #2 - Fine for Candidate, Political Committee, Electioneering Communication Organization, or County Executive 
Commi,tee - Report due immediately preceding an election 

o Report was 5 days late 
o Expenditures= $40,000; Contributions= $0 
o Calculation of fine using daily method - 5 days x $500 per day= $2,500 
o Calculation of fine using percentage method - $40,000 x 25% = $10,000 
o Fine to be imposed= $2,500 

• #3 - Fine for Candidate - Termination report 
o Report was 5 days late 
o Expenditures= $10,000 
o Calculation of fine using daily method - 5 days x $50 per day= $250 
o Calculation of fine using percentage method - $10,000 x 25% = $2,500 
o Fine to be imposed = $250 

• #4 - Fine for County Executive Committee - Report not due immediately preceding an election 
o Report was 2 days late 
o Expenditures= $10,000; Contributions = $12,000 
o Calculation of fine using daily method - 2 days x $50 per day= $100 
o Calculation of fine using percentage method - $12,000 x 25% = $3,000 
o Fine to be imposed = $100 

• #5 - Fine for Political Committee or Electioneering Communication Organization - Report not due immediately 
preceding an election 

o Report was 10 days late 
o Expenditures= $10,000; Contributions = $12,000 
o Calculation of fine using daily method - 3 days x $50 per day+ 7 days x $500 per day= $3,650 
o Calculation of fine using percentage method - $12,000 x 25% = $3,000 
o liine to be imposed = $3,000 

Florida Department of State 
Page 2 of 2 



November 13, 2024 

Cody Steed, Chairperson 
Good American PAC 
1904 SW Whitemarsh Way 
Palm City, FL 34990 

Dear Mr. Steed: 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Cord Byrd 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

PAC 84455 

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on June 28, 2024, was filed on July 1, 2024. By law, you 
are automatically assessed a late fine of $6,250.00. 

You have 20 days from the receipt of this notice to either: 

1. Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an 
allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at: 

Florida Division of Elections 
RA. Gray Building, Room. 316 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011 

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 2B-l .00S and 2B-1.0055, 
Florida Administrative Code) at: 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

If you appeal, please send a copy also to the Florida Divjsion of Elections so that you will not 
receive further notices from the Division about this matter. 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 245-6280. 

Sincerely, 

~a-~.~..___ 
Donna S. Brown, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

The R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6240 
(850) 245-6260 (fax) • DOS.MyFlorida.com/Elections • ElecRecords(ciJdos.myflorida.com 

------·-------·--------··--·-------------
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Good American PAC

Queued Items for 2024-P1A

84455Account:

4Rpt Seq:

ProcessDescription SubmitterStatus Created LastUpdate

Create Pending Report 84455Processing Complete 6/27/2024 3:25:34 PM 6/27/2024 3:25:34 PM

Review Pending Report 84455Processing Complete 6/27/2024 3:25:37 PM 6/27/2024 3:25:37 PM

File Pending Report 84455Processing Complete 6/27/2024 3:26:02 PM 6/27/2024 3:26:02 PM

Amend Filed Report 84455Processing Complete 7/1/2024 5:07:18 PM 7/1/2024 5:07:18 PM

Amend Filed Report 84455Processing Complete 7/1/2024 5:07:36 PM 7/1/2024 5:07:36 PM

Review Pending Report 84455Processing Complete 7/1/2024 5:18:35 PM 7/1/2024 5:18:35 PM

Review Filed Report 84455Processing Complete 7/1/2024 5:25:08 PM 7/1/2024 5:25:08 PM

File Pending Report 84455Processing Complete 7/1/2024 5:25:53 PM 7/1/2024 5:25:53 PM
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HISTORY NOTES

Unique ID Date Recorded Last Edited Date Orginally Recorded By

Good American PAC  -  84455

84201

Re: Mr Millner emailed over a signed letter of removal.

12/17/2024 10:48:00 AM DLAdams

82934

called to provide credentials for new chair. No response and mailbox was full so I could not leave a voicemail.

7/31/2024 2:18:00 PM tdsetzer

Page 1 of 1 1/28/2025
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