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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Adam Farkas 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 25-221 

 
TO:  Adam Farkas 
 725 Buoy Road 
 North Palm Beach, FL 33408 

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, April 22, 2026 at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: via Webinar at: Registration URL 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/17181422935246175, Webinar ID 325-697-827.  

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
March 27, 2026 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/17181422935246175
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on you for your 
failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you have asked the 
Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If the Commission finds that the report 
was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  
The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission 
finds that the report was not timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been made, the Commission 
will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the consent order, the case will be 
closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the 
consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been made, the Commission 
will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the consent order, the case will be 
closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the 
Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the Respondent 
committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the staff in its 
recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call others to testify, or 
introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission will only decide whether 
Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or 
a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; Chapter 28 
and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will decide whether the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  
However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations charged in the 
Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether Respondent’s actions in the 
case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the recommended fine.  If Respondent claims 
that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he must provide the Commission with written proof of 
his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Aut047 (11/08) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-25-221 
 
NAME: ADAM FARKAS 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 07/15/2025 

DATE REPORT DUE: 11/01/2024 (2024 G6) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 11/02/2025 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 1 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $500.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (X) NUMBER OF DAYS (..)  25% OF RECEIPTS (..)  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $1,300.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $3,065.17 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 06/27/2025 (Final Fine Notice) 

SUMMARY: Adam Farkas was a candidate for Candidate for State Attorney, Circuit 15 in the 2024 
elections. Brendan Olsen was his treasurer. 
 
Attorney Adam Farkas is appealing the fine and authorizes Brendan Olsen to interact with the Florida 
Elections Commission and the Division of Elections as his representative. According to Mr. Olsen, the 
campaign treasurer, he struggled to balance the preparation of the G6 report with competing personal and 
professional obligations after a week of processing daily reports. He claims this is the first time a report 
has been submitted late during the campaign. He apologizes for the delay and requests leniency toward 
the candidate for this mistake.  
 

· The 2024 G6 Original Report covers the period from 10/19/24-10/31/24; it was due on 11/01/24. 
· The 2024 G6 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 11/02/24. 
· Adam Farkas reported receiving 2 contributions, while making 3 expenditures. 
· The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Adam Farkas’s 2024 G6 report. 

 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: NONE.  

 
 

 

CANDIDATE  [ X ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] CITY  [  ] 

 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 



2B-1.005 Appeal of Fines Imposed by Filing Officers. 
(1) To appeal a fine imposed pursuant to section 106.04(8) or 106.07(8), F.S., the party against whom the 

fine is levied shall shall file a notice of appeal with the Commission, and a copy filed with the filing officer, 
within 20 days of the appealing party’s receipt of notice that a fine is being imposed. The notice of appeal 
shall contain: 

(a) The name, address and telephone number of the appealing party; 
(b) A copy of the notice of imposition of fine issued by the filing officer; and, 
(c) A request for hearing if a personal appearance before the Commission is desired. If no hearing request 

is made, the appeal shall be decided solely on the documents submitted by the appealing party and 
Commission staff. 

(2) Upon receipt of a timely notice of appeal, the Commission staff shall notify the appealing party that the 
appeal has been accepted. The appealing party shall have 20 days from acceptance of the appeal to submit any 
documents supporting the appeal. Any subsequent supplemental documents shall be filed no later than five 
business days before the hearing. 

(3) The Commission shall uphold the fine imposed by the filing officer unless the appealing party 
demonstrates that the report was timely filed or that there were unusual or other circumstances beyond the 
control of the candidate or committee that caused the report to be filed late. 
Rulemaking Authority 106.26(1) FS. Law Implemented 106.04(8), 106.07(8) FS. History–New 9-14-86, 
Amended 10-19-86, Formerly 1D-1.005, Amended 1-11-99, 4-24-05, 6-2-13. 

2B-1.0055 Late-filed Reports; Unusual Circumstances. 
(1) Unusual circumstances mean uncommon, rare or sudden events over which the actor has no control 

and which directly result in the failure to act according to the filing requirements. Unusual circumstances must 
occur within a time period that would clearly prevent the person legally responsible for filing the report from 
doing so in a timely manner. Unusual circumstances shall include, but are not limited to, the following 
circumstances: 

(a) Natural disaster or other emergency that prevented timely filing. Evidence submitted shall include 
copies of newspaper reports or other documents from an independent and reliable source that document the 
nature, date, and location of the natural disaster or emergency. 

(b) Death of the candidate or campaign treasurer or an immediate family member of the candidate or 
campaign treasurer. Evidence submitted shall include a copy of the death certificate, newspaper obituary, or 
funeral program or notice. 

(c) Serious illness, disability or non-elective surgery of the candidate or campaign treasurer. Evidence 
submitted shall include a physician’s certification on professional letterhead stationery that includes the dates 
of the illness, disability, or surgery; a statement regarding the period of time that the patient was incapacitated; 
and a statement that surgery, if any, was not elective. The period of incapacitation may also be shown by 
copies of hospital records reflecting the dates of hospitalization. 

(d) Serious illness, disability or non-elective surgery of the candidate’s or campaign treasurer’s immediate 
family member. Evidence submitted shall include evidence of the candidate or treasurer’s relationship to the 
family member, the location of the family member, and the reason the candidate or campaign treasurer’s 
presence was required. Evidence submitted shall also include a physician’s certification on professional 
letterhead stationery that includes the dates of the illness, disability or surgery; a statement regarding the 
period of time that the patient was incapacitated; a statement that surgery, if any, was not elective; and a 
statement that the patient required the care of a family member. 

(e) Computer or equipment failure caused by events that could not have been anticipated and that made 
timely filing of the report impossible. 



(f) The abrupt and unexpected loss of the campaign treasurer, over which the appealing party had no 
control. The loss of the campaign treasurer shall not constitute unusual circumstances if the appealing party 
failed to monitor the campaign treasurer’s performance before his or her departure or if the appealing party 
failed to assure prompt preparation of the report after the treasurer’s departure. 

(g) Failure of the filing officer to e-mail, telephone, or mail a letter to the candidate, chairman of a political 
committee, or treasurer of a committee of continuous existence that a report is late no later than seven days 
after the report was due shall constitute unusual circumstances if the appealing party establishes that lack of 
notice clearly interfered with the timely filing of the report. The fine imposed by the filing officer shall be 
reduced to the amount that would have been imposed had the report been filed 13 days late. 

(2) Unusual circumstances shall not include: 
(a) Failure of the United States Postal Service or other mail delivery service to postmark an envelope, 

legibly postmark an envelope, or timely deliver mail. 
(b) Failure of the sender to affix sufficient postage to a report that is being mailed. 

Rulemaking Authority 106.26(1) FS. Law Implemented 106.04(8), 106.07(8) FS. History–New 1-11-99, 
Amended 4-24-05, 6-2-13. 

 
 



 

 

FARKAS & CROWLEY, P.A. 
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 600, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

Office: 561-444-9529   Fax: 561-300-2529  

E-mail(s): afarkas@farkas-crowley.com; jcrowley@farkas-crowley.com  
  _____________________________________________ 

Monday, July 14th, 2025 

 

Ms. Wims, 

 

I am reaching out as a former candidate for State Attorney in Florida's 15th Judicial Circuit 

(Candidate ID: 84924), an office for which I ran as an NPA in 2024. 

 

Last week, I received final notice via USPS of a $500.00 fine incurred as a result of the untimely 

filing of my campaign's G6 report. 

 

My G6 report was due on November 1st, but it was not filed until November 2nd. 

 

In hopes of attaining an expeditious and favorable resolution, I would like to authorize Brendan 

Olsen (CC'd here) to interact with the Florida Elections Commission and the Division of 

Elections (also CC'd) as my representative. 

 

Brendan, with whom I believe you spoke over the telephone last week, served as the treasurer of 

my campaign. 

 

He will be in touch promptly. 

 

Do not hesitate to let me know if any additional action or information is needed from me for 

Brendan engage on my behalf. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adam Farkas 

Farkas & Crowley P.A. 

(561) 324-8232 

afarkas@farkas-crowley.com 



From: Donna Malphurs on behalf of Florida Elections Commission
To: Br"Axeton Wims
Subject: Fw: Florida Elections Commission
Date: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 9:18:30 AM
Attachments: Florida Elections Commission.pdf

----- Forwarded by Donna Malphurs/OAG on 07/15/2025 09:17 AM -----

From: "legal assistant" <legalassistant@farkas-crowley.com>
To: Olsen.Brendan@gmail.com, ElecRecords@dos.fl.gov, FEC@myfloridalegal.com, "Adam Farkas" <afarkas@farkas-crowley.com>
Date: 07/14/2025 09:20 PM
Subject: Florida Elections Commission

Sent on behalf of Adam Farkas, Esquire Good evening, Ms. Wims,  I am reaching out as a former candidate for State Attorney in Florida's 15th Judicial
Circuit (Candidate ID: 84924), an office for which I ran as an NPA in 2024. Last week,
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
This Message Is From an External Sender 
This message came from outside your organization. 
 
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Sent on behalf of Adam Farkas, Esquire
Good evening, Ms. Wims, 

I am reaching out as a former candidate for State Attorney in Florida's 15th Judicial
Circuit (Candidate ID: 84924), an office for which I ran as an NPA in 2024.

Last week, I received final notice via USPS of a $500.00 fine incurred as a result of
the untimely filing of my campaign's G6 report.

My G6 report was due on November 1st, but it was not filed until November 2nd.

In hopes of attaining an expeditious and favorable resolution, I would like to authorize
Brendan Olsen (CC'd here) to interact with the Florida Elections Commission and the
Division of Elections (also CC'd) as my representative.

Brendan, with whom I believe you spoke over the telephone last week, served as the
treasurer of my campaign.

He will be in touch promptly.

Do not hesitate to let me know if any additional action or information is needed from
me for Brendan engage on my behalf.

Thank you,

Adam Farkas
(561) 324-8232
afarkas@farkas-crowley.com
Farkas & Crowley, PA

mailto:Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:fec@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:afarkas@farkas-crowley.com



 


 


FARKAS & CROWLEY, P.A. 
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 600, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 


Office: 561-444-9529   Fax: 561-300-2529  


E-mail(s): afarkas@farkas-crowley.com; jcrowley@farkas-crowley.com  
  _____________________________________________ 


Monday, July 14th, 2025 


 


Ms. Wims, 


 


I am reaching out as a former candidate for State Attorney in Florida's 15th Judicial Circuit 


(Candidate ID: 84924), an office for which I ran as an NPA in 2024. 


 


Last week, I received final notice via USPS of a $500.00 fine incurred as a result of the untimely 


filing of my campaign's G6 report. 


 


My G6 report was due on November 1st, but it was not filed until November 2nd. 


 


In hopes of attaining an expeditious and favorable resolution, I would like to authorize Brendan 


Olsen (CC'd here) to interact with the Florida Elections Commission and the Division of 


Elections (also CC'd) as my representative. 


 


Brendan, with whom I believe you spoke over the telephone last week, served as the treasurer of 


my campaign. 


 


He will be in touch promptly. 


 


Do not hesitate to let me know if any additional action or information is needed from me for 


Brendan engage on my behalf. 


 


 


Sincerely, 


 


Adam Farkas 


Farkas & Crowley P.A. 


(561) 324-8232 


afarkas@farkas-crowley.com 







500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 600
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

(See attached file: Florida Elections Commission.pdf)



From: Donna Malphurs on behalf of Florida Elections Commission
To: Br"Axeton Wims
Subject: Fw: Florida Elections Commission
Date: Friday, July 18, 2025 9:22:28 AM

----- Forwarded by Donna Malphurs/OAG on 07/18/2025 09:22 AM -----

From: "Brendan Olsen" <olsen.brendan@gmail.com>
To: "legal assistant" <legalassistant@farkas-crowley.com>
Cc: ElecRecords@dos.fl.gov, FEC@myfloridalegal.com, "Adam Farkas" <afarkas@farkas-crowley.com>
Date: 07/16/2025 03:19 PM
Subject: Re: Florida Elections Commission

Good afternoon, In my capacity as treasurer of Mr. Farkas' 2024 campaign for State Attorney in Florida's 15th Judicial Circuit, I was responsible for
ensuring the preparation and submission of finance reports. From the campaign's
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender 
You have not previously corresponded with this sender. 
 
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Good afternoon,

In my capacity as treasurer of Mr. Farkas' 2024 campaign for State Attorney in Florida's 15th
Judicial Circuit, I was responsible for ensuring the preparation and submission of finance
reports.  From the campaign's launch in March of 2024 through its termination in February of
this year, I prepared and submitted 15 reports to the Division of Elections.  In 14 of those
cases, I was able to meet deadlines. In the case of the G6 report, due on November 1st of
2024, I was unable to do so.

While there is no excuse for having failed to file in a timely manner, as required by statute, my
hope is that the Florida Elections Commission will consider the explanation of the
circumstances found below along with the campaign's otherwise unmarred record of on-time
filings when assessing this appeal.  Simply put, after a week of processing daily reports (G5 on
October 25th, D1 on October 26th, D2 on October 27th, D3 on October 28th, D4 on
October 29th, D5 on October 30th and D6 on October 31st), I came a cropper in balancing
preparation of the G6 report with competing personal and professional obligations.

Mr. Farkas' G6 report included two contributions totaling $1,300.00 and three expenditures
totaling $3,065.17 (one accounting for credit card fees, two accounting for reimbursements of
funds outlaid on yard signs and digital advertising).  I say this not in an attempt to mitigate the
gravity of the late filing, but out of the desire to accentuate that the failure to disclose
campaign finance activity was not an effort to obscure large or potentially controversial
transactions.  It was an offense of omission, born of my shortcomings.

I apologize to Mr. Farkas for the anxiety, embarrassment and problems caused by my neglect
as well as to the Florida Division of Elections and the Florida Elections Commission for
disrespecting the unequivocal deadlines relevant to campaign finance disclosure.  Given my
awareness of the clearly communicated dates by which reports must be filed, I am not asking
for absolution of a transgression about which there is neither ambiguity nor dispute.  Instead, I
am asking for forgiveness of the $500.00 fine being levied against Mr. Farkas due to my
delinquent nonfeasance.  I am pleading for grace.

mailto:Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:fec@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com


Please know that Mr. Farkas and I will respect the Florida Elections Commission's decision on
this matter, just as we respect the important work of its members and staff.  Do not hesitate to
contact me if any additional action or information on my part may be helpful or necessary. 
Thank you for reviewing and evaluating this explanation.  A copy of the final notice Mr.
Farkas received in the mail is attached.

Cordially,

Brendan Olsen
(305) 407-5842
olsen.brendan@gmail.com

On Mon, Jul 14, 2025 at 9:19 PM legal assistant <legalassistant@farkas-crowley.com> wrote:

Sent on behalf of Adam Farkas, Esquire
Good evening, Ms. Wims, 

I am reaching out as a former candidate for State Attorney in Florida's 15th Judicial
Circuit (Candidate ID: 84924), an office for which I ran as an NPA in 2024.

Last week, I received final notice via USPS of a $500.00 fine incurred as a result of
the untimely filing of my campaign's G6 report.

My G6 report was due on November 1st, but it was not filed until November 2nd.

In hopes of attaining an expeditious and favorable resolution, I would like to
authorize Brendan Olsen (CC'd here) to interact with the Florida Elections
Commission and the Division of Elections (also CC'd) as my representative.

Brendan, with whom I believe you spoke over the telephone last week, served as
the treasurer of my campaign.

He will be in touch promptly.

Do not hesitate to let me know if any additional action or information is needed from
me for Brendan engage on my behalf.

Thank you,

Adam Farkas
(561) 324-8232
afarkas@farkas-crowley.com
Farkas & Crowley, PA
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 600
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

mailto:olsen.brendan@gmail.com
mailto:legalassistant@farkas-crowley.com
mailto:afarkas@farkas-crowley.com


(See attached file: Adam Farkas Campaign Final Notice, 6-27-2025.jpeg)



Final Notice

Delivery Confirmation:

BA
L 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STAТЕ

Cord Byrd
Secretary of State

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

USPS TRACKING# 9488 8178 9820 3243 6120 94

FOR TRACKING GO TO USPS.COM

June 27, 2025

Adam Farkas

Candidate for State Attorney, Circuit 15

725 Buoy Road

North Palm Beach, FL 33408-3408

Dear Mr. Farkas:

CAN 84924

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on November 1, 2024, was filed on November 2, 2024. By

law, you are automatically assessed a late fine of $500.00.

You have 20 days from the receipt of this notice to either:

1. Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an

allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at:

Florida Division of Elections

R.A. Gray Building, Room. 316
500 South Bronough Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 2B-1.005 and 2B-1.0055,
Florida Administrative Code) at:

Florida Elections Commission

107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150

If you appeal, please send a copy also to the Florida Division of Elections so that you will not

receive further notices from the Division about this matter.

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 245-6280.

Sincerely,

Ikay L. Keeve
Ikay L. Reeve, Chief
Bureau of Election Records

R.A. Gray Building, Suite 316

850.245.6260 (Fax) DOS.fl.gov/elections

. 500 South Bronough Street Tallahassee, Florida 32399

이 ElecRecords@dos.fl.gov

850.245.6200













10/21/2025 Page 1

STA 015 Adam Farkas

Queued Items for 2024-G6

84924Account:

14Rpt Seq:

ProcessDescription SubmitterStatus Created LastUpdate

Create Pending Report 84924Processing Complete 11/2/2024 8:19:58 PM 11/2/2024 8:19:58 PM

Review Pending Report 84924Processing Complete 11/2/2024 8:38:00 PM 11/2/2024 8:38:00 PM

Review Pending Report 84924Processing Complete 11/2/2024 8:38:29 PM 11/2/2024 8:38:29 PM

File Pending Report 84924Processing Complete 11/2/2024 8:39:44 PM 11/2/2024 8:39:45 PM
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