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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Steven Meza 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-448 

 
TO:  Steven Meza 
 631 NW 22nd Avenue 
 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (INFORMAL HEARING (IH)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, April 22, 2026 at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: via Webinar at: Registration URL 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/17181422935246175, Webinar ID 325-697-827.  

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
March 27, 2026 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/17181422935246175
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on you for your 
failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you have asked the 
Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If the Commission finds that the report 
was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  
The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission 
finds that the report was not timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been made, the Commission 
will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the consent order, the case will be 
closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the 
consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been made, the Commission 
will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the consent order, the case will be 
closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the 
Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the Respondent 
committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the staff in its 
recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call others to testify, or 
introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission will only decide whether 
Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or 
a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; Chapter 28 
and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will decide whether the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  
However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations charged in the 
Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether Respondent’s actions in the 
case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the recommended fine.  If Respondent claims 
that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he must provide the Commission with written proof of 
his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Steven Meza 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-448 

 
TO:  Steven Meza 
 631 NW 22nd Avenue 
 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street 
RA Gray Building, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (PROBABLE CAUSE DETERMINATION (PCD)) 
 
A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, December 4, 2025 at 9:30 am, or as 

soon thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Zoom.  Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fHW_LL6KTWKl7DGyJmZ8OQ  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
November 7, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fHW_LL6KTWKl7DGyJmZ8OQ
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:  Steven Meza       Case No.:  FEC 21-448 
_______________________________/ 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 
 

Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)(c), Florida Statutes, undersigned staff counsel files this 
written recommendation for disposition of the referral in this case recommending that there is 
probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), 
106.19(1)(c), and 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat., and that there is no probable cause to charge 
Respondent with violating Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Fla. Stat. Based upon a thorough review of the 
Report of Investigation submitted on August 9, 2023, the following facts and law support this staff 
recommendation: 
 

1. On September 3, 2021, the Florida Elections Commission (“Commission”) 
received a referral from the Florida Division of Elections (“Complainant” or “Division”) alleging 
that Steven Meza (“Respondent”) violated Chapter 106, Fla. Stat. 
 

2. Respondent was a 2020 candidate for State Senator, District 33. (ROI Exhibit 2, 
page 1)1 Respondent was defeated in the primary election held on August 18, 2020. (ROI, page 1, 
⁋1; Attachment A, page 2) Respondent was a first-time candidate. (ROI Exhibit 8, page 3) 
 

3. By letter dated June 16, 2023, the Executive Director notified Respondent that 
Commission staff would investigate the following statutory provisions: 
 

Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for State Senator, District 33, acting as his own treasurer, 
failed to timely make necessary amendments to the 2020 P4 and 
2020 TR reports, as alleged in the complaint. 
 
Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate 
for State Senator, District 33, may have certified one or more 
campaign treasurer’s reports were true, correct, and complete when 
they were not, based upon an apparent deficit during the following 
reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 
 

 2020 P3 
 2020 P6 

 2020 G1 
 2020 TR 

 
Section 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for State Senator, District 33, may have failed to report 

 
1 The Report of Investigation is referred to herein as “ROI.” 
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one or more contributions required to be reported by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during the following 
reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 
 

 2020 P3 
 2020 P6 

 2020 G1 
 2020 TR 

 
Section 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for State Senator, District 33, may have falsely reported 
or deliberately failed to include information required by Chapter 
106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during the 
following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 
 

 2020 P3 
 2020 P6 

 2020 G1 
 2020 TR 

 
Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 
candidate for State Senator, District 33, may have made or 
authorized one or more expenditures prohibited by Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during the following 
reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 
 

 2020 P3 
 2020 P6 

 2020 G1 
 2020 TR 

 
4. Respondent filed his Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of 

Campaign Depository for Candidates form (“DS-DE 9”) on January 14, 2020, wherein Respondent 
appointed himself to serve as the campaign’s treasurer. Respondent listed West Sample Road as 
his address and identified Bank of America as the campaign’s depository. (ROI Exhibit 1, page 1) 
Respondent closed the account several days later. (ROI Exhibit 12, pages 4-5) 
 

5. By letter dated January 15, 2020, Kristi Reid Willis, Chief, Bureau of Election 
Records, sent Respondent a letter to his West Sample Road address acknowledging that the 
Division had received his DS-DE 9 and that his name was placed on the 2020 active candidate list. 
(ROI Exhibit 3, page 1; ROI Exhibit 4, page 2) 
 

6. The letter was returned as the envelope did not include Respondent’s unit number. 
(ROI Exhibit 4, page 1) The Division made telephone contact with Respondent regarding the error, 
confirmed his address, and remailed the acknowledgement letter. (ROI Exhibit 4, page 2; ROI 
Exhibit 9, page 3) 
 

7. The acknowledgment letter advised Respondent that all candidates filing reports 
with the Division are required to use the electronic filing system (“EFS”) and provided Respondent 
with a user identification number and initial password to grant access to the EFS. (ROI Exhibit 3, 
page 1; ROI Exhibit 4, page 2) The letter further advised Respondent that all the Division’s 
publications and reporting forms were available on its website and directed Respondent to print 



Staff Recommendation FEC 21-448 3

out Chapter 106, Fla. Stat., the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook (“Handbook”), and 
the Calendar of Reporting Dates, as well as other relevant documents. (ROI Exhibit 3, page 2; 
ROI Exhibit 4, page 3) 
 

8. Approximately five (5) months later, on June 11, 2020, Respondent filed an updated 
DS-DE 9 wherein he updated his address to Boca Entrada Boulevard and identified Wells Fargo 
as the campaign’s new depository. (ROI Exhibit 1, page 2) The account was opened on January 
21, 2020, immediately after the first account was closed. (ROI Exhibit 11, pages 1-2) 
 
Applicable Law 
 

9. “Probable Cause” is defined as reasonable grounds of suspicion supported by 
circumstances sufficiently strong to warrant a cautious person in the belief that the person has 
committed the violation charged. Schmitt v. State, 590 So. 2d 404, 409 (Fla. 1991). Probable cause 
exists where the facts and circumstances, of which an [investigator] has reasonably trustworthy 
information, are sufficient in themselves for a reasonable man to reach the conclusion that a 
violation has been committed. Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles v. Favino, 667 
So. 2d 305, 309 (Fla. 1st DCA 1995). 
 

10. A violation under Chapter 106, Fla. Stat., is the willful performance of a prohibited 
action or the willful failure to perform a required action. § 106.25(3), Fla. Stat. Willfulness is a 
question of fact and is determined after probable cause is found. Id. Violations alleged under 
Section 106.19, Fla. Stat., go one step further by requiring that the action or omission be done both 
willfully and knowingly. 
 
Alleged Violations: Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), 106.19(1)(c), and 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 

11. Complainant alleged that Respondent violated Florida’s election laws by certifying 
that one or more campaign treasurer’s reports were true, correct, and complete when they were 
not, failing to report one or more contributions, falsifying or deliberately concealing activity, and 
making or authorizing one or more prohibited expenditures because of deficit balances after the 
2020 P3, 2020 P6, 2020 G1, and 2020 Termination reporting periods. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 2-3, 
6, 12-14; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 4-6; ROI Exhibit 10, page 1; ROI Exhibit 13, page 1) 
 

12. Under Section 106.07, Fla. Stat., a campaign treasurer’s report is required to contain 
all contributions received and all expenditures made during the reporting period as well as the date, 
full name, address, and occupation or purpose associated with each transaction. 
 

13. Errors and omissions may trigger additional violations under Sections 106.19(b) 
and (c), Fla. Stat., if a candidate falsified reported information or deliberately failed to include 
information in a campaign treasurer’s report, particularly if accurate information would have 
swayed the public or led to additional or more severe violations upon disclosure. 
 

14. Further, Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat., prohibits candidates from making or 
authorizing certain types of expenditures. Sections 106.11(1) and (2), Fla. Stat., require all 
expenditures to be made via bank check or debit card. Section 106.11(4), Fla. Stat., forbids 
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candidates from authorizing expenditures or signing checks drawn on the campaign account 
without sufficient funds on deposit. Section 106.12, Fla. Stat., restricts how much cash can be 
withdrawn for and spent on campaign expenses. Finally, Section 106.141, Fla. Stat., limits how 
candidates can dispose of the campaign’s remaining funds. 
 
Overview of Respondent’s Statements 
 

15. Respondent stated this was his first time running for office and that he was 21 years 
old at the time of the campaign. (ROI Exhibit 8, page 3) Respondent identified himself as a student 
when he opened the campaign’s account. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 2) Respondent alleged that he 
never received links or hard copies of Chapter 106 or the Handbook from the Division. Respondent 
asserted that he reached out to the Division to request both texts and was told to locate them online. 
Respondent verified that he located, reviewed, and used both texts, understood how to do campaign 
reporting, but did not understand the “why.” (ROI Exhibit 8, page 3) Respondent acted as his own 
treasurer but stated that the choice was out of necessity due to the pandemic shutdowns. (ROI 
Exhibit 8, page 4) 
 

16. Respondent stated that no deficit occurred during the campaign even though the 
Division identified a deficit. Respondent believed the alleged deficit resulted from overreporting. 
Respondent recalled a specific reporting period where chargebacks occurred and believed the 
chargebacks stemmed from contributors canceling their donations. Respondent acknowledged that 
any credit reversals resulted from “negligence on my part.” (ROI Exhibit 8, page 5) 
 

17. Respondent acknowledged that he had multiple addresses during the campaign and 
became aware of the campaign’s issues when he received communications at his previous 
apartment. Respondent lived in Boca Raton, Deerfield, Margate, Tamarac, and Fort Lauderdale 
during and after the campaign. Respondent stated that he only contacted the Division regarding 
his move to Deerfield. (ROI Exhibit 8, page 4) 
 

18. Respondent asserted that he tried accessing EFS following the end of the campaign; 
however, the reports would not update, and he could no longer sign in after a certain point. (ROI 
Exhibit 8, page 4) Respondent stated that he explained his difficulties to Division staff, spoke with 
the Division’s Information Technology team, and still could not amend his reports. (ROI Exhibit 
8, pages 4-5) 
 
2020 P2 Report 
 

19. Respondent untimely filed the 2020 P2 Report on July 28, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, 
page 6; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) Respondent disclosed five (5) contributions totaling $335.00 and 
four (4) expenditures totaling $1,824.11. (ROI Exhibit 14, pages 2-3) The expenditures included 
two (2) PCS, or “petty cash spent,” transactions totaling $30.09. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 3) 
 

20. As the report was twenty-five (25) days late, an automatic fine of $448.51 was 
imposed. (ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) 
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21. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the two-week reporting period, i.e., June 13, 2020, to 
June 26, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 1) 
 

22. No deficit occurred during the 2020 P2 reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5; 
Attachment B, page 1) 
 

23. Commission staff did not have access to Anedot records to assist with cross-
referencing the campaign’s contributors. Nonetheless, Respondent’s payout pattern indicated that 
Anedot assessed the standard fee of 4% plus $0.30 per contribution. (Attachment C, page 2) 
 

24. All transaction amounts were confirmed, and Respondent accurately reported the 
Anedot transaction fees. Sequence #1 under contributions appeared to relate to the Vantiv payout 
dated June 11th. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 2; Attachment B, page 1) Sequence #3 and #4 appear to 
relate to the Anedot payout totaling $71.40 with fees of $1.30 and $2.30 captured by sequence #3 
under expenditures. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5; ROI Exhibit 14, pages 2-3) Likewise, sequence #2 
and #5 relate to Anedot payouts totaling $95.70 with each $4.30 fee captured by sequence #3 under 
expenditures. 
 

25. The only critique is that Respondent incorrectly used the PCS label for two 
appropriate debit card purchases. The $20.00 PCS expenditure to “Brittany’s” was a Paypal 
expenditure to “Britany,” and the $10.09 PCS expenditure to World Famous was a card purchase. 
(ROI Exhibit 11, page 5; ROI Exhibit 14, page 3; Attachment B, page 1) 
 

26. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., evidence exists showing that Respondent 
certified the 2020 P2 Report as true, correct, and complete when it was not when he mislabeled 
two (2) expenditures as petty cash. Respondent was directed to the Handbook, which explains the 
nature of petty cash, and Respondent had the Division’s Help Desk number, which he previously 
utilized and could have utilized again to clarify his misunderstandings about the transactions. 
 

27. Despite the existence of probable cause, it is not in the public interest to pursue this 
violation further. The report provided a sufficient degree of accuracy and transparency, particularly 
as it related to the Anedot payouts and fees. Second, the petty cash labeling error primarily 
impacted the Division’s audit system rather than the public, who may or may not have known the 
significance of the label. Finally, the undersigned believes it is unfair to pursue a technical 
violation against Respondent in light of the more serious violations to come. 
 

28. Insufficient evidence exists showing that Respondent concealed a contribution 
under Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., falsified or deliberately concealed activity under Section 
106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., or made a prohibited expenditure under Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 
2020 P3 Report 
 

29. Respondent untimely filed the 2020 P3 Report on July 28, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, 
page 12; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) Respondent disclosed (1) contribution totaling $10.00, one (1) 
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in-kind contribution totaling $600.00, and (4) expenditures totaling $438.00. (ROI Exhibit 14, 
pages 8-9) 
 

30. As the report was eleven (11) days late, an automatic fine of $152.50 was imposed. 
(ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) 
 

31. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the two-week reporting period, i.e., June 27, 2020, to 
July 10, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 7) 
 

32. No deficit occurred during the 2020 P3 reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5) 
 

33. Most transactions were confirmed; however, Respondent omitted three (3) Anedot 
contributions and their associated fees. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5; ROI Exhibit 14, pages 8, 9, 14 & 
15) The first payout for $95.40 consisted of two (2) original contributions each totaling $50.00 and 
each with a fee of $2.30, and the second payout for $19.09 consisted of an original contribution 
totaling $20.20 and its associated fee of $1.11. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5) 
 

34. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., evidence exists showing that Respondent 
certified the 2020 P3 Report as true, correct, and complete when it was not. Respondent omitted 
three (3) contributions and their associated fees, which Respondent should have identified through 
a cursory review of the reporting period’s limited activity. 
 

35. Pursuant to Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., insufficient evidence exists showing 
that Respondent knowingly omitted the contributions at issue. Respondent’s omissions appear to 
be the byproduct of his failure to exercise reasonable diligence as opposed to a calculated effort to 
conceal the donors. Even if there was an attempt to conceal the donors, insufficient evidence exists 
at this stage to satisfy the probable cause threshold. Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., therefore, is the 
appropriate avenue for addressing Respondent’s omissions. 
 

36. Insufficient evidence exists showing that Respondent falsified or deliberately 
concealed activity under Section 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., or made a prohibited expenditure under 
Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 
2020 P4 Report 
 

37. Respondent untimely filed the 2020 P4 Report on July 28, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 7, 
page 6; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) Respondent disclosed one (1) expenditure totaling $156, which 
consisted of a refund labeled as a “card reversal of credit.” (ROI Exhibit 7, page 3) 
 

38. Although the report was four (4) days late, no automatic fine was imposed. (ROI 
Exhibit 15, page 1) 
 

39. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the one-week reporting period, i.e., July 11, 2020, to 
July 17, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 7, page 1) 
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40. The credit reversal was confirmed as the only activity, but the transaction generated 
a deficit balance of -$122.72. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5) 
 

41. The Division flagged Respondent’s report as incorrect because Respondent failed 
to reflect the reimbursement as a negative contribution. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 4 & 10; ROI Exhibit 
6, page 2) 
 

42. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., evidence exists showing that Respondent 
certified the 2020 P4 Report as true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 

43. Despite the existence of probable cause, it is not in the public interest to pursue this 
violation in light of the violations that will be recommended. The error primarily impacted the 
Division’s audit system as opposed to the public’s access to information. 
 

44. Insufficient evidence exists showing that Respondent concealed a contribution 
under Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., or falsified or deliberately concealed activity under Section 
106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat. 
 

45. A prohibited expenditure occurred in the sense that a deficit balance resulted, but 
no evidence exists under Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat., showing that Respondent directed or 
authorized the transaction responsible for the deficit. Section 106.11(4), Fla. Stat., was not 
included in the legal sufficiency letter to charge Respondent with failing to ensure the campaign 
account had sufficient funds for the transaction. No action can be taken as a result. 
 

46. Respondent’s behavior can, instead, be considered in terms of evaluating his 
credibility and knowledge. Respondent made a first-time, and one-time, purchase for HelloSign, 
an electronic signature service, on May 6, 2020, totaling $156.00. (Attachment D, page 1) The 
financial institution made a provisional credit to Respondent on May 14, 2020, which was reversed 
exactly sixty (60) days later. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 5; Attachment D, page 1) 
 

47. This sequence of events indicates that Respondent disputed the transaction, was 
informed by the financial institution that the transaction would be investigated within a certain 
time frame, and was likely issued a final resolution letter placing Respondent on notice that the 
dispute was resolved in favor of the merchant. (Attachment E, page 1) It appears that Respondent 
had foresight of the credit reversal contrary to his earlier assertion that he lacked knowledge and 
believed the transaction was a canceled contribution. 
 
2020 P5 Report 
 

48. Respondent filed a blank 2020 P5 Report three (3) days early on July 28, 2020. 
(ROI Exhibit 14, pages 13-18; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) 
 

49. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the one-week reporting period, i.e., July 18, 2020, to 
July 24, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 13) 
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50. Respondent omitted one (1) Anedot contribution totaling $18.90, which consisted 
of an original $20.00 donation minus its associated fee of $1.10. The transaction decreased the 
deficit balance to -$103.82. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8) 
 

51. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., evidence exists showing that Respondent 
certified the 2020 P5 Report as true, correct, and complete when it was not. Respondent omitted 
one (1) contribution and its associated fee, which Respondent should have identified through a 
cursory review of the reporting period’s limited activity. 
 

52. Pursuant to Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., sufficient evidence exists showing that 
Respondent knowingly omitted a contribution that was required to be reported. A pattern of 
nonreporting is beginning to appear, which suggests that Respondent is either choosing not to 
review the campaign’s activities or is reviewing the campaign’s activities but choosing not to 
disclose all transactions. 
 

53. Probable cause exists regarding Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., but it is not in the 
public interest to pursue this violation in light of the violations that will be recommended. The 
only omission was of a nominal amount, and its effects are adequately addressed through Section 
106.07(5), Fla. Stat. 
 

54. Insufficient evidence exists showing that Respondent falsified or deliberately 
concealed activity under Section 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., or made a prohibited expenditure under 
Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 
2020 P6 Report 
 

55. Respondent filed the 2020 P6 Report on the designated due date of August 7, 2020. 
(ROI Exhibit 14, page 24; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) Respondent disclosed four (4) contributions 
totaling $280.00 and one (1) expenditure totaling $185.00. (ROI Exhibit 14, pages 20-21) The 
contributions consisted of two (2) standard donations totaling $100.00, one (1) loan from 
Respondent totaling $100.00, and one (1) in-kind contribution from “Wecustomeprint” totaling 
$80.00. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 20) 
 

56. Respondent amended the report one (1) week later on August 14, 2020, wherein he 
deleted all activity except for one (1) contribution totaling $50.00. (ROI Exhibit 14, pages 20, 21 
& 24) 
 

57. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the one-week reporting period, i.e., July 25, 2020, to 
July 31, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 19) 
 

58. The reporting period began with a deficit balance of -$103.82. (ROI Exhibit 11, 
page 8) 
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59. Bank records show one (1) online transfer from Respondent’s checking account 
totaling $103.82, which targeted the deficit balance and brought the campaign account back to a 
zero balance on July 28, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8) 
 

60. The Anedot contribution Respondent left behind, i.e., from Spencer Dawson on 
July 31st, posted during the next reporting period but was appropriately disclosed. (ROI Exhibit 
11, page 8; ROI Exhibit 14, page 20) Respondent omitted the associated fee of $2.30. (ROI Exhibit 
14, page 21) 
 

61. As to the deleted activity, Respondent disclosed his personal loan but only reported 
$100.00 and dated the loan as having occurred ten (10) days later. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8; ROI 
Exhibit 14, page 20) Respondent then deleted and moved the activity to the next period, i.e., the 
2020 P7 Report. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 26) 
 

62. As to the other deleted transactions, Respondent reported an expenditure to 
“Wecustomeprint” totaling $185.00 and an $80.00 in-kind contribution from the same entity. It is 
assumed that the in-kind contribution was accurate; however, the expenditure turned out to be an 
$85.00 transaction during the next reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8) Respondent 
appropriately moved the activity even though the amount was incorrect. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 27) 
 

63. Respondent appropriately moved the second Anedot contribution to the next 
reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8; ROI Exhibit 14, pages 20 & 26) 
 

64. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., evidence exists showing that Respondent 
certified the 2020 P6 Report as true, correct, and complete when it was not. Respondent incorrectly 
reported the amount of a personal loan to the campaign, which appears to have been deposited to 
eliminate the campaign’s deficit balance. The evidence contradicts Respondent’s earlier assertion 
that he was unaware of any deficit. Respondent then deleted and moved the transaction to a 
reporting period where the transaction clearly did not occur. Respondent also omitted a fee.  
 

65. Respondent, to his credit, moved the loan instead of hiding it altogether; therefore, 
insufficient evidence supports a violation of Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat. The omission and its 
effects are captured by Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. 
 

66. The manner in which Respondent documented the loan raises concerns regarding a 
possible violation of Section 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., particularly if Respondent misrepresented the 
date and amount of the loan to draw attention away from the deficit. Insufficient evidence exists 
to elevate the conclusion beyond the probable cause threshold. Consequently, Section 106.07(5), 
Fla. Stat., is the appropriate avenue for addressing Respondent’s actions. 
 

67. Insufficient evidence exists showing that Respondent made prohibited expenditures 
under Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 
2020 P7 Report 
 

68. Respondent filed the 2020 P7 Report on the designated due date of August 14, 
2020, in time for the primary election. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 30; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) 
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Respondent disclosed seven (7) contributions totaling $818.10, which included one (1) in-kind 
contribution totaling $80.00 and one (1) personal loan totaling $100.00. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 26) 
Respondent also disclosed four (4) expenditures totaling $219.07, which included two (2) PCS 
expenditures totaling $27.25. (ROI Exhibit 14, pages 26-27) Three (3) contributions and one (1) 
expenditure were added from the previous reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 14, pages 20-21) 
 

69. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the two-week reporting period, i.e., August 1, 2020, to 
August 13, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 25) 
 

70. No deficit occurred during the 2020 P7 reporting period. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8) 
 

71. Most transactions were verified; however, Respondent omitted one (1) money 
transfer from himself to the campaign account for $29.55 and incorrectly reported the 
“Wecustomeprint” expenditure as $185.00 instead of $85.00. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8; ROI Exhibit 
14, pages 26-27) 
 

72. To clarify Respondent’s reported activity, sequence #1 under contributions paired 
with the Anedot payout on August 7th totaling $47.70. Respondent added the $2.30 fee to sequence 
#4 under expenditures. Sequence #2 and #3 were combined for the Anedot payout totaling $66.79. 
Respondent added the $1.11 and $2.30 fees to sequence #4 under expenditures. Sequence #4 
posted during the following reporting period but was appropriately disclosed. Its associated fee of 
$1.11 was added to sequence #4 under expenditures. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 8; ROI Exhibit 14, 
pages 26-27) 
 

73. It appears that one (1) expenditure to Vantiv for $1.13 was returned unpaid. (ROI 
Exhibit 11, page 8) It is unknown whether this transaction related to the chargebacks Respondent 
referenced during his interview. Nonetheless, it will not be viewed as an omission since the 
transaction did not alter the campaign’s balance. 
 

74. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., Respondent certified the 2020 P7 Report 
as true, correct, and complete when it was not. Respondent misreported one (1) expenditure’s total 
and omitted one (1) contribution from himself, which he had knowledge of and should have 
identified prior to filing the report. 
 

75. Pursuant to Sections 106.19(1)(b) and (c), Fla. Stat., Respondent knowingly 
omitted a contribution that was required to be reported. 
 

76. In light of the series of violations the undersigned will be recommending, it is not 
in the public interest to pursue violations of Sections 106.19(1)(b) and (c), Fla. Stat. Only one (1) 
contribution is at issue, is of a nominal amount, and is adequately addressed through Section 
106.07(5), Fla. Stat. 
 

77. Insufficient evidence exists showing that Respondent made a prohibited 
expenditure under Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
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2020 G1 Report 
 

78. The 2020 G1 Report was due on August 28, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) It is of 
note that the primary election was held on August 18, 2020, and that Respondent ceased all 
campaign activity and disposed of the campaign’s funds by September 28, 2020. (Attachment A, 
page 2; ROI Exhibit 11, pages 14-17) 
 

79. Respondent untimely filed the report on November 16, 2020, the same date as the 
termination reporting deadline. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 36; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) Respondent 
disclosed two (2) expenditures, which consisted of a $6.00 expenditure to the Broward County 
Supervisor of Elections and Respondent’s loan repayment for $254.42. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 33) 
 

80. Although the report was eighty (80) days late, no automatic fine was imposed. (ROI 
Exhibit 15, page 1) 
 

81. Respondent amended the report seven (7) weeks later, i.e., on January 3, 2021, 
wherein he deleted the previous activity, added one (1) contribution totaling $20.20, and added 
eleven (11) expenditures totaling $304.15. (ROI Exhibit 14, pages 32-33) Of the expenditures, one 
(1) ATM withdrawal for $40.00 was labeled as petty cash withdrawn, and one (1) transaction to 
McDonald’s for $3.59 was labeled as petty cash spent. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 33) 
 

82. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the one-week reporting period, i.e., August 14, 2020, to 
August 21, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 14, page 31) 
 

83. Respondent aptly deleted the two (2) expenditures he disclosed to the Broward 
County Supervisor of Elections and himself, the first of which did not occur and the second of 
which occurred a month later with a different amount, i.e., $9.95. (ROI Exhibit 11, pages 8, 11 & 
14; ROI Exhibit 14, page 33) 
 

84. Most transactions on the amended report were confirmed; however, Respondent 
omitted one (1) expenditure to Facebook for $25.00, mistyped an expenditure to Facebook as 
$25.42 instead of $35.00, mislabeled a standard expenditure to McDonald’s as a PCS transaction, 
and mislabeled expenditures to Harbor Freight Tools and Speedway as Facebook transactions. 
(ROI Exhibit 11, pages 8 & 11; ROI Exhibit 14, pages 32-33) 
 

85. It appears that Respondent developed and displayed a solid command of his 
campaign duties by the 2020 G1 reporting period, but this reporting period deviated vastly from 
Respondent’s prior habits. Respondent failed to file anything for nearly three (3) months despite 
only having a dozen transactions. When Respondent ultimately disclosed the campaign’s activities, 
the activity was incomplete, and some activity was objectively false. 
 

86. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., Respondent certified the 2020 G1 Report 
as true, correct, and complete when it was not. Respondent initially reported two (2) expenditures 
that did not occur and failed to report one (1) contribution and eleven (11) expenditures that should 
have been identified through a cursory review of the reporting period’s limited activity. 
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87. Though Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., focuses on willfulness, the section ends with 
a “knowing” segment that, if met, establishes grounds for criminal sanctions under Sections 
775.082 or 775.083, Fla. Stat. The applicable sanctions are located within Sections 775.082(4)(a) 
and 775.083(1)(d), Fla. Stat., which provide for an additional fine of $1,000.00 or imprisonment 
up to one (1) year. 
 

88. It appears that Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 G1 Report while knowing 
it was incorrect, false, or incomplete. Respondent was the only one handling the campaign’s 
incoming and outgoing transactions, had direct knowledge of the few transactions that were and 
were not disclosed, had a complete accounting of the campaign’s total activities, and still filed an 
incorrect, incomplete, and false report. Therefore, the Commission has the authority to refer this 
matter to the state attorney for prosecution as a first-degree misdemeanor. 
 

89. Notwithstanding the availability of criminal sanctions, the undersigned 
recommends limiting prosecution to Chapter 106, which is sufficient to address Respondent’s 
malfeasance in light of his age and first-time candidacy. Section 106.19, Fla. Stat., is the 
appropriate channel. 
 

90. Pursuant to Section 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., Respondent falsely reported and 
deliberately failed to include necessary information on the report, which Respondent did so 
knowingly. Again, Respondent was the only one handling the campaign’s incoming and outgoing 
transactions, had direct knowledge of the limited transactions that were and were not reported, and 
still proceeded with filing a false, incomplete report. Respondent did not correct the false report to 
reveal the campaign’s actual activities until four (4) months after the deadline. 
 

91. In terms of Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., Respondent knowingly chose not to 
review the campaign’s activity, or Respondent did so and knowingly chose not to report the only 
contribution that occurred during the 2020 G1 period. Respondent successfully displayed his 
knowledge and ability to report the campaign’s activities during prior reporting periods, but he 
transitioned into reporting only part of the campaign’s online contributions, which snowballed into 
reporting none of the campaign’s activities until the information became stale. 
 

92. Though evidence exists regarding Respondent’s violation of Section 106.19(1)(b), 
Fla. Stat., it does not appear to be in the public interest to pursue this section further. The omitted 
contribution was nominal in amount, and Respondent ultimately disclosed the contribution. 
Sections 106.07(5) and 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., are able to address Respondent’s acts and 
omissions. 
 

93. As to Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat., it does not appear that any prohibited 
expenditures occurred. 
 
2020 Termination Report 
 

94. Respondent was defeated in the primary election held on August 18, 2020. (ROI, 
page 1, ¶1; Attachment A, page 2) Respondent was required to dispose of the funds on deposit in 
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his campaign account and file a report accurately reflecting the campaign’s closing activities 
within ninety (90) days after being defeated, i.e., November 16, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) 
 

95. Pursuant to Section 106.08(3)(b), Fla. Stat., defeated candidates are prohibited from 
accepting further contributions following the decisive election and, pursuant to Section 106.12(2), 
Fla. Stat., are also prohibited from withdrawing petty cash. 
 

96. Defeated candidates are limited in the types of expenditures they are permitted to 
make during the termination period. Candidates may expend remaining campaign funds on thank 
you cards, items that were previously obliged, and expenses necessary to close the campaign 
office. Section 106.141(4), Fla. Stat., also directs candidates to dispose of funds by refunding 
contributors, donating funds to charitable organizations, giving funds to an affiliated political party 
or political subdivision, or providing the funds to the state. 
 

97. Candidates are prohibited from pocketing remaining funds or making personal 
expenses unless the money is used to reimburse prior loans made under Section 106.11(6), Fla. 
Stat., or reimburse campaign expenses under Section 106.021(3)(b), Fla Stat. 
 

98. Respondent untimely filed the 2020 TR Report on January 3, 2021, the same date 
Respondent filed the corrected 2020 G1 Report. (ROI Exhibit 7, page 12; ROI Exhibit 14, page 
36; ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) Respondent disclosed the previous two (2) expenditures he deleted 
from the 2020 G1 Report, which consisted of the unverified $6.00 expenditure to the Broward 
County Supervisor of Elections and Respondent’s unverified loan reimbursement for $254.42. 
(ROI Exhibit 7, page 9; ROI Exhibit 14, page 33) 
 

99. As the report was forty-eight (48) days late, an automatic fine of $65.11 was 
imposed. (ROI Exhibit 15, page 1) 
 

100. A subpoena was issued to Respondent’s designated campaign depository to verify 
the financial activity that occurred during the three-month reporting period, i.e., August 22, 2020, 
to November 16, 2020. (ROI Exhibit 7, page 7) 
 

101. Respondent omitted all activity that occurred during the reporting period, which 
consisted of two (2) contributions totaling $96.52 and nineteen (19) expenditures totaling $357.48. 
(ROI Exhibit 7, pages 8-9; ROI Exhibit 11, pages 11 & 14) All expenditures but three (3) were 
prohibited. (ROI Exhibit 11, pages 11 & 14) 
 

102. The contributions included a transfer from Respondent’s checking account for 
$77.43 and an Anedot contribution for $19.09, which consisted of an original donation totaling 
$20.20 and its associated fee of $1.11. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 11) Respondent’s records do not 
reflect that the contribution was returned as required under Section 106.08(3)(b), Fla. Stat. (ROI 
Exhibit 11, pages 11 & 14) 
 

103. The prohibited expenditures included two (2) ATM cash withdrawals, which 
totaled $60.00. Nine (9) expenditures involved restaurants, which totaled $115.79 and spread 
across Coral Springs, Boca Raton, Cococut Creek, and Tamarac, Florida. The purchases included 



Staff Recommendation FEC 21-448 14

Fisho Sushi & Thai, GW Sharkey’s Raw Bar and Grill, Chick-fil-A, and Dunkin Donuts as well 
as Door Dash deliveries from Hook Fish & Chicken, La Granja Latin Cuisine, Oishii Japanese & 
Asian Fusion, and Panera Bread. All purchases ranged from $1.14 to $27.68 suggesting that the 
purchases were for a single person rather than to thank campaign staff. Three (3) expenditures 
were recreational and totaled $67.65. The purchases included Netflix, Vapes & Tobacco Smoke 
Shop, and Sawgrass Lanes, which was identified as a bowling alley and arcade. (ROI Exhibit 11, 
page 11) 
 

104. Based on Respondent’s personal expenditures, it is probable that the Walmart 
purchase for $55.41 and Cash App transfer to “Daniel” for $25.00 were also personal in nature 
and consequently prohibited. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 11) 
 

105. The only three (3) expenditures that did not appear to be prohibited included a 
recurring Adobe purchase for $19.99, a Facebook transaction for $3.69, and Respondent’s closing 
reimbursement for $9.95, which brought the campaign account to a zero balance on September 28, 
2020. (ROI Exhibit 11, pages 11 & 14) 
 

106. Respondent’s leisurely spending caused the campaign account to incur a deficit 
balance of -$5.45 after the recurring Adobe service was charged. The deficit was eliminated after 
Respondent improperly received and retained a contribution. (ROI Exhibit 11, page 11) 
 

107. Respondent should have anticipated the recurring service and ensured the campaign 
account had sufficient funds to cover the expected charge. Section 106.11(4), Fla. Stat., was not 
alleged, so the Commission cannot directly address the moment the deficit occurred. Section 
106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat., instead addresses the inappropriate actions that produced the deficit. 
 

108. Two (2) expenditures to Vantiv for $0.87 and $0.50 were returned unpaid. (ROI 
Exhibit 11, pages 11 & 14) The transactions will not be considered as omissions since the 
transactions did not alter the campaign’s balance. 
 

109. Pursuant to Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., Respondent certified the 2020 
Termination Report as true, correct, and complete when it was not. Respondent reported two (2) 
expenditures that did not occur and failed to report two (2) contributions and nineteen (19) 
expenditures that Respondent had direct knowledge of or should have anticipated. 
 

110. It appears that Respondent certified the campaign’s 2020 Termination Report while 
knowing it was incorrect, false, or incomplete. Respondent had direct knowledge of at least 
eighteen (18) of the twenty-one (21) transactions that transpired, knew that the campaign’s 
remaining transactions had not yet been disclosed, and still filed a false, incomplete report. 
Therefore, the Commission has the authority to refer this matter to the state attorney for 
prosecution as a first-degree misdemeanor. 

 
111. Notwithstanding the availability of criminal sanctions, the undersigned 

recommends limiting prosecution to Chapter 106, which is sufficient to address Respondent’s 
malfeasance in light of his age and first-time candidacy. 
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112. Pursuant to Section 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat., Respondent falsely reported and 
deliberately failed to include necessary information on the report, which Respondent did so 
knowingly. Respondent had a complete accounting of the campaign’s total activities, had direct 
knowledge of his personal expenditures, and still filed an incorrect, incomplete, and false report. 
 

113. Pursuant to Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., Respondent knowingly failed to report 
two (2) contributions that were required to be reported under Chapter 106, Fla. Stat. Respondent 
had knowledge of his own transfer to the account. As to the other contribution, Respondent 
deliberately omitted the transaction or deliberately failed to review his statements to identify any 
incoming contributions. Respondent benefitted from the contribution as it eliminated the 
campaign’s deficit, which stemmed from Respondent’s inappropriate spending. 
 

114. Finally, pursuant to Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat., Respondent willfully and 
knowingly made sixteen (16) prohibited expenditures, which consisted of two (2) ATM cash 
withdrawals, nine (9) personal expenditures for fast food or restaurants, three (3) personal 
expenditures for leisure, and two (2) expenditures for other personal matters. 
 
Alleged Violation: Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Fla. Stat. 
 

115. Complainant alleged that Respondent failed to amend the 2020 P4 and 2020 TR 
Reports. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 1-5 & 9-13; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 1-5) 
 

116. Pursuant to Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Fla. Stat., the filing officer is required to notify 
the treasurer by certified mail or mail requiring proof of delivery as to why the report is incomplete. 
Thereafter, the treasurer has a duty to file an addendum to an incomplete report within seven (7) 
days after receiving notice from its filing officer. This section of law is clear that the “[f]ailure to 
file a complete report after such notice constitutes a violation of this chapter.” §106.07(2)(b)1., 
Fla. Stat. [Emphasis added.] 
 

117. The campaign’s 2020 P4 Report was incomplete when filed as it reflected a positive 
amount rather than a negative amount for a refund. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 4 & 10; ROI Exhibit 6, 
page 2) 
 

118. The campaign’s 2020 Termination Report was incomplete when filed as it reflected 
petty cash spent without petty cash withdrawn, an incorrect distribution amount for a loan 
reimbursement, and an ending deficit balance for the campaign. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 3, 5, 11 & 
13; ROI Exhibit 6, pages 3 & 5) 
 

119. The Division sent letters on March 24, 2021, June 25, 2021, and July 14, 2021, to 
Respondent’s Boca Entrada address notifying him that the campaign’s reports were incomplete 
and that Respondent was required to amend the reports within seven (7) days of receipt of the 
notifications. (ROI Exhibit 5, pages 1 & 9; ROI Exhibit 6, page 1) 
 

120. The first and final notices were returned. (ROI Exhibit 5, page 8; ROI Exhibit 6, 
page 9) No proof of delivery exists for the second notice. 
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121. The filing officer’s notification to Respondent was a condition precedent that was 
not met; therefore, Respondent did not violate Florida’s election laws when he failed to timely file 
an addendum to the campaign’s 2020 P4 and 2020 TR Reports. 
 
Conclusion 
 

122. The facts set forth above show that Respondent was defeated as a candidate for 
State Senator, District 33, during the 2020 primary election. 
 

123. As to the 2020 P2 period, no action is recommended. It is not in the public interest 
to pursue a violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., despite the existence of probable cause 
because of the report’s suitable level of transparency. No probable cause exists as to Sections 
106.19(1)(b), (c), and (d), Fla. Stat. 
 

124. As to the 2020 P3 period, Respondent certified that the report was true, correct, and 
complete when it was not in violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. No probable cause exists as 
to Sections 106.19(1)(b), (c), and (d), Fla. Stat. 
 

125. As to the 2020 P4 period, no action is recommended. It is not in the public interest 
to pursue a violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat., despite the existence of probable cause 
because no critical information was withheld from the public. No probable cause exists as to 
Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Fla. Stat. No probable cause exists as to Sections 106.19(1)(b), (c), and 
(d), Fla. Stat. 
 

126. As to the 2020 P5 period, Respondent certified that the report was true, correct, and 
complete when it was not in violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. It is not in the public interest 
to pursue a violation of Section 106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat., despite the existence of probable cause 
because the missing contribution was nominal and adequately addressed via Section 106.07(5), 
Fla. Stat. No probable cause exists as to Sections 106.19(1)(c) and (d), Fla. Stat. 
 

127. As to the 2020 P6 period, Respondent certified that the report was true, correct, and 
complete when it was not in violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. No probable cause exists as 
to Sections 106.19(1)(b), (c), and (d), Fla. Stat. 
 

128. As to the 2020 P7 period, Respondent certified that the report was true, correct, and 
complete when it was not in violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. It is not in the public interest 
to pursue violations of Sections 106.19(1)(b) and (c), Fla. Stat., despite the existence of probable 
cause because the missing contribution was nominal and adequately addressed via Section 
106.07(5), Fla. Stat. No probable cause exists as to Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 

129. As to the 2020 G1 period, Respondent certified that the report was true, correct, 
and complete when it was not in violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. Respondent falsely 
reported and deliberately failed to include information on the report in violation of Section 
106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat. It is not in the public interest to pursue a violation of Section 106.19(1)(b), 
Fla. Stat., despite the existence of probable cause because the missing contribution was nominal 
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and adequately addressed via Sections 106.07(5) and 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat. No probable cause 
exists as to Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. 
 

130. Finally, as to the 2020 Termination period, Respondent certified that the report was 
true, correct, and complete when it was not in violation of Section 106.07(5), Fla. Stat. Respondent 
knowingly omitted two (2) contributions that were required to be reported in violation of Section 
106.19(1)(b), Fla. Stat. Respondent falsely reported and deliberately failed to include information 
on the report in violation of Section 106.19(1)(c), Fla. Stat. Respondent knowingly made sixteen 
(16) prohibited expenditures in violation of Section 106.19(1)(d), Fla. Stat. No probable cause 
exists as to Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Fla. Stat. 
 

Based upon these facts and circumstances, I recommend that the Commission find no 
probable cause to charge Respondent with violating Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Fla. Stat. 
Additionally, I recommend that the Commission find probable cause to charge Respondent with 
violating the following: 
 

Count 1: 
 
On July 28, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.07(5), Florida 
Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 2020 P3 Report was 
true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 2: 
 
On July 28, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.07(5), Florida 
Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 2020 P5 Report was 
true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 3: 
 
On August 7, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.07(5), 
Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 2020 P6 
Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 4: 
 
On August 14, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.07(5), 
Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 2020 P7 
Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 5: 
 
On August 25, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $55.41. 
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Count 6: 
 
On August 26, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $41.71. 
 
Count 7: 
 
On August 27, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited cash withdrawal to 
himself during the termination reporting period totaling $40.00. 
 
Count 8: 
 
On August 28, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.07(5), 
Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 2020 G1 
Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 9: 
 
On August 28, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(c), 
Florida Statutes, when he falsely reported and deliberately failed to 
include information on the campaign’s 2020 G1 Report. 
 
Count 10: 
 
On August 31, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $1.17. 
 
Count 11: 
 
On August 31, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $17.38. 
 
Count 12: 
 
On August 31, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $8.56. 
 
Count 13: 
 
On September 1, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited cash withdrawal to 
himself during the termination reporting period totaling $20.00. 
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Count 14: 
 
On September 2, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $18.64. 
 
Count 15: 
 
On September 2, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $25.00. 
 
Count 16: 
 
On September 3, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $8.56. 
 
Count 17: 
 
On September 3, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $27.68. 
 
Count 18: 
 
On September 3, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $20.06. 
 
Count 19: 
 
On September 3, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $15.12. 
 
Count 20: 
 
On September 4, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $1.14. 
 
Count 21: 
 
On September 4, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $8.35. 
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Count 22: 
 
On September 8, 2020, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(d), 
Florida Statutes, when he made a prohibited personal expenditure 
during the termination reporting period totaling $15.07. 
 
Count 23: 
 
On January 3, 2021, Steven Meza violated Section 106.07(5), 
Florida Statutes, when he certified that the campaign’s 2020 TR 
Report was true, correct, and complete when it was not. 
 
Count 24: 
 
On January 3, 2021, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(b), 
Florida Statutes, when he failed to report a contribution from 
himself totaling $77.43. 
 
Count 25: 
 
On January 3, 2021, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(b), 
Florida Statutes, when he failed to report a contribution totaling 
$19.09, which he accepted during the termination period and did not 
return to the contributor. 
 
Count 26: 
 
On January 3, 2021, Steven Meza violated Section 106.19(1)(c), 
Florida Statutes, when he falsely reported and deliberately failed to 
include information on the campaign’s 2020 TR Report. 
 

Respectfully submitted on October 24, 2025. 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Mattie T. Clay 
Assistant General Counsel 
 

I reviewed this Staff Recommendation this 24th day of October 2025. 
               

 
_________________________________________ 
Stephanie J. Cunningham 
General Counsel 
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ROI Referral – Apparent Deficit (07/21) 1 

FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION 

Report of Investigation for Apparent Deficit in Campaign Account 

Case Number:  FEC 21-448  Respondent:  Steven Meza 
Respondent’s Atty:  N/A 

Division of Elections (Division) 
Referral Filed:  September 3, 2021 

Respondent Type:  Candidate 
 
Additional Section:  106.07(2)(b)1. 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes, a candidate 
made or authorized one or more expenditure(s) 
prohibited by Chapter 106, F.S. 
 
Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), 
Florida Statutes, a candidate certified campaign 
treasurer report(s) as true, correct, and complete 
when they were not, failed to report contribution(s) 
required to be reported by Chapter 106, F.S., and 
falsely reported or deliberately failed to include all 
information required by Chapter 106, F.S., in 
campaign treasurer report(s). 

I.  Preliminary Information: 

1.  Respondent was a 2020 candidate for State Senator, District 33; he was defeated in the primary election 
held on August 18, 2020.  Respondent was a first-time candidate. 

2.  An Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) was 
filed on January 14, 2020.  Respondent was appointed as campaign treasurer.  To review the DS-DE 9, refer to 
Exhibit 1.1 

3.  Respondent filed a Statement of Candidate with the Division on January 14, 2020, in which 
Respondent certified he had been provided access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter 106, 
Florida Statutes.  To review the Statement of Candidate, refer to Exhibit 2. 

4.  An acknowledgement letter was mailed to the address provided on the DS-DE 9 on January 15, 2020.  
The letter advised Respondent that all candidates filing reports with the Division are required to file by means of 
the Division’s electronic filing system (EFS).  Respondent was provided with a user identification number and 
initial password allowing access to the EFS. 

5.  The acknowledgement letter also advised Respondent that all of the Division’s publications and 
reporting forms are available on their website, including Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, the Candidate and 
Campaign Treasurer Handbook and the Calendar of Reporting Dates.  The letter further advised that it was 
Respondent’s responsibility to read, understand, and follow the requirements of Florida’s election laws.  To 
review the acknowledgement letter, refer to Exhibit 3.2 

THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 
1 Another form was subsequently filed designating a new depository and providing an updated address. 
2 Records show the acknowledgment letter was returned to the Division on February 21, 2020; the envelope did not 
specify Respondent’s apartment number.  Prior to this, Respondent contacted the Division on February 10, 2020, and 
requested a new EFS user ID and password.  To review the returned letter, refer to Exhibit 4.  
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II.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes: 

6.  I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by failing to file amended 
report(s) for the following campaign treasurer report(s) after receiving notice from the filing officer:  2020 P4 
and 2020 TR. 

7.  The Division sent correspondence to the address provided on the DS-DE 9 notifying Respondent that 
one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were incomplete. The correspondence included error report(s) 
referencing the following report(s): 2020 P4 and 2020 TR. To review the correspondence and error report(s), 
refer to Exhibit 5.3 

8.  On July 14, 2021, the Division sent a letter marked “Final Notice” with delivery confirmation to the 
address provided on the DS-DE 9 notifying Respondent that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were 
incomplete.  The letter included an error report referencing the following report(s):  2020 P4 and 2020 TR.  It 
was confirmed delivered on July 19, 2021.  However, the “Final Notice” was returned to the Division unclaimed 
on October 14, 2021.  To review the “Final Notice,” error report, delivery confirmation, and returned envelope, 
refer to Exhibit 6.  

9.  As noted above, the “Final Notice” was confirmed delivered on July 19, 2021, though it was returned 
to the Division unclaimed on October 14, 2021.  The Division filed the referral on September 3, 2021.  By filing 
the referral, the Division affirmed that as of that date, the reports at issue had not been amended to correct all 
errors identified by the Division. To review the reports at issue, refer to Exhibit 7. 

10.  Respondent did not respond to the referral. 

11.  I interviewed Respondent in order to provide an opportunity to respond to the allegations made in 
the referral.  Respondent stated that he moved numerous times between the start of his campaign and the present, 
thus impeding some timely correspondence with the Division. When asked about the failure to timely amend the 
reports at issue, Respondent stated that he had many technical difficulties with the Division’s EFS log-in.  He 
elaborated that he had problems submitting amendments and saving new reports within EFS.  To review the 
phone log, refer to Exhibit 8.   

12.  Division records show Respondent corresponded with the Division regarding misdirected or returned 
mail between February 21, 2020, and May 8, 2020. Division records also show that Division staff called 
Respondent on several occasions between June 18, 2021, and August 26, 2021, and offered to assist him in 
amending reports.  The records note that Respondent and Division staff experienced a “system issue” that 
impeded report amendment on August 26, 2021; Division staff noted, “I am not sure if it was his system or DOE’s 
EFS system.”  To review the Division records, refer to Exhibit 9. 

III.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: 

13. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by making or authorizing 
one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes. 

14. The Division’s Sum of Contributions vs. Expenditures report showed an apparent deficit balance in 
the following reporting period(s):  2020 P3, 2020 P6, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR. To review the report, refer to 
Exhibit 10. 

 
THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 
3 The second notice was returned to the Division undelivered. 
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15.  I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository covering the following reporting 
periods:  2020 P2, 2020 P3, 2020 P4, 2020 P5, 2020 P6, 2020 P7, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR.4  There were two 
instances during that timeframe in which the campaign account balance was negative.  

· On 7/13/20, a $156.00 withdrawal relative to “Card Reversal of Credit” took the account to a               
-$122.72 balance. 

· Two deposits on 7/22/20 and 7/28/20, took the account back to a $0.00 balance. 
· On 9/9/20, an expenditure in the amount of $19.99 took the account to a -$5.45 balance.   
· On 9/10/20, a deposit of $19.09 brought the account balance back to $13.64.   

To review the bank records, refer to Exhibit 11.  To review bank statements reflecting the negative balance, refer 
to Exhibit 11, pages 5 and 11. 

16.  Respondent did not respond to the referral. 

17.  I interviewed Respondent in order to provide an opportunity to respond to the allegations made in 
the referral.  When asked about the apparent deficits in the campaign account, Respondent stated he did not recall 
any negative balances in the campaign depository, though he became aware of apparent deficits in his campaign 
treasurer’s reports toward the end of the campaign. Regarding the $156.00 chargeback referenced above, 
Respondent stated he did not know what happened, but indicated that he thought people may have canceled their 
contributions.  During the investigation, Respondent provided a copy of the Division’s Sum of Contributions vs. 
Expenditures report with the hand-written notation “Refund” next to the $156.00 withdrawal referenced above.  
To review the phone log, refer to Exhibit 8.  To review the document submitted by Respondent, refer to Exhibit 
13. 

IV.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes: 

18. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by certifying that one 
or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, failing to report one 
or more contribution(s), and falsely reporting or deliberately failing to include information in one or campaign 
treasurer report(s) due to an apparent deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 P3, 2020 P6, 
2020 G1, and 2020 TR.   

19.  I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository and compared them with campaign 
treasurer report(s) covering the following reporting period(s):  2020 P2, 2020 P3, 2020 P4, 2020 P5, 2020 P6, 
2020 P7, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR.5  The results of my review are reflected in the table below.  To review the bank 
records, refer to Exhibit 11.  To review the campaign treasurer report(s), refer to Exhibits 7 and 14.6  To review 
Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 15. 

 
4 I subpoenaed campaign account records from both designated campaign depositories.  Bank of America provided 
documentation that Respondent opened an account on 1/16/20, and promptly closed it on 1/22/20.  The account 
maintained a $0.00 balance the entire interim. Wells Fargo returned records for an account opened on 1/21/20.  
Respondent tendered check 5995 to the Division for his qualifying fee; Respondent wrote the words “Campaign 
Account” on the face of the check, which was debited from the account on 6/17/20. To review the applicable Wells 
Fargo records, refer to Exhibit 11, pages 1-5. To review Bank of America’s documentation, refer to Exhibit 12. 
5 The review was reflective of original reports filed and applicable bank records of deposits, debits, bank fees, and 
checks drawn on the campaign account, but it did not reflect activity associated with online contribution platforms 
where the investigation was unable to obtain records itemizing the sources of such contributions.  If a listed report is 
not included in the table, my review determined that all applicable transactions were reported. 
6 If a listed report is not included in this exhibit, a waiver was filed for the reporting period. 



ROI Referral – Apparent Deficit (07/21) 4 

Comparison of Campaign Treasurer Report(s) with Bank Records 

Report & 
Dates 

Due/Filed         

Reporting Period 
&                   

Document Filed 

Information on Report Information from Bank 

 

2020 P4 
7/24/20 
7/28/20 

7/11/20 – 7/17/20 
 

Report 

$156.00 expenditure to “Card 
Reversal of Credit” on 7/13/20 
categorized as a refund (REF) 

$156.00 withdrawal, possibly 
contribution refund(s) to 

unknown contributor(s), via card 
reversal of credit on 7/13/207 

2020 P6 
8/7/20 
8/7/20 

7/25/20 – 7/31/20 
 

Report 

$100.00 contribution from 
Steven Meza on 8/7/208 

 

$103.82 contribution via transfer 
from S. Meza on 7/28/20   

 
 

2020 P7 
8/14/20 
8/14/20 

8/1/20 – 8/13/20 
 

Report 

 
$100.00 contribution from 

Steven Meza on 8/7/20 
 

$185.00 expenditure to 
WeCustomPrint on 8/7/20 

 

 
$29.55 contribution via transfer 
from Steven Meza on 8/10/20 

 
$85.00 expenditure to 

WeCustomPrint on 8/10/20 
 

2020 G1 
8/28/20 
11/16/20 

 

8/14/20 – 8/21/20 
 

Report 

Not Reported9 
 

Not Reported10 
 
 

Not Reported11 
 
 

Not Reported12 
 

Not Reported13 

$19.99 expenditure to Adobe on 
8/14/20 

$3.59 expenditure to McDonald’s 
on 8/17/20 

 
$25.00 expenditure to Facebook 

on 8/18/20 
 

$25.00 expenditure to Facebook 
on 8/18/20 

$57.74 expenditure to Harbor 
Freight on 8/18/20  

 
7 Respondent reported the $156.00 credit reversal on the 2020 P4; however, the Division marked the entry as 
erroneous, in that refunds must be in negative amounts, and Respondent did not clearly identify the origin of the credit 
reversal or the recipient(s) of it. Respondent indicated that this transaction may have been related to canceled 
contribution(s). 
8 This contribution was deleted from an amended P6 report filed on 8/14/20. 
9 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
10 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
11 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
12 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21, but the amount was reported as $25.42. 
13 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21, but the recipient was reported as Facebook. 
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Not Reported14 

 
 

Not Reported15 
 
 

Not Reported16 
 
 

Not Reported 
 

Not Reported17 
 
 

Not Reported18 
 

 
$20.16 expenditure to Speedway 

on 8/18/20 
 

$40.00 expenditure via ATM 
withdrawal on 8/18/20 

 
$25.42 expenditure to Facebook 

on 8/19/20 
 

$35.00 expenditure to Facebook 
on 8/19/20 

 
$50.00 expenditure to Facebook 

on 8/19/20 
 

$35.72 expenditure to Wal-Mart 
on 8/21/20 

 
2020 TR 
11/16/20 
1/3/21 

 
 
 

 
8/22/20 – 11/16/20 

 
Report 

 
Not Reported 

 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 

 
Not Reported 

 
 

Not Reported 
 

 
$77.43 contribution via transfer 

from S. Meza on 8/25/20 
 

$55.41 expenditure to Walmart 
on 8/25/20 

 
$41.71 expenditure to Vapes & 

Tobacco on 8/26/20 
 

$40.00 expenditure via ATM 
withdrawal on 8/27/20 

 
$1.17 expenditure to Dunkin 

Donuts on 8/31/20 
 

$17.38 expenditure to Netflix on 
8/31/20 

 
14 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21, but the recipient was reported as Facebook. 
15 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
16 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
17 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
18 This expenditure was added to an amended G1 report filed on 1/3/21. 
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Not Reported 

 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 

 
Not Reported 

 
Not Reported 

 
 

Not Reported 
 
 

Not Reported 
 

 
 

Not Reported 
 

 
$254.42 expenditure to Steven 

Meza on 11/16/20 
 

 
$8.56 expenditure to Sawgrass 

Lanes on 8/31/20 
 

$20.00 expenditure via ATM 
withdrawal on 9/1/20 

 
$18.64 expenditure to DoorDash 

Hook Fish on 9/2/20 
 

$25.00 expenditure via CashApp 
to Daniel P. on 9/2/20 

 
$8.56 expenditure to Fisho Sushi 

& Thai on 9/3/20 
 

$27.68 expenditure to DoorDash 
LA Granja on 9/3/20 

 
$20.06 expenditure to DoorDash 

LA Granja on 9/3/20 
 

$15.12 expenditure to Sharkey’s 
Raw on 9/3/20 

 
$1.14 expenditure to DoorDash 

Oishii Ja on 9/4/20 
 

$8.35 expenditure to Chick-Fil-
A on 9/4/20 

 
$15.07 expenditure to DoorDash 

Panera on 9/8/20 
 

$19.99 expenditure to Adobe on 
9/9/20 

 
$3.69 expenditure to FaceBook 

on 9/17/20 
 
 

$9.95 expenditure via transfer to 
S. Meza on 9/28/20 
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$6.00 expenditure to Broward 

SOE on 11/16/20 

 
No Record Found 

 
20.  Respondent did not respond to the referral.   

21. I called Respondent for the purpose of providing an opportunity to discuss the allegations made in 
the referral.  Respondent explained that the 2020 election was his first campaign and, due to the pandemic, he 
served as his own campaign treasurer. Lastly, Respondent did not recall receiving any version (digital or hard 
copy) of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, or the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook. However, 
Respondent explained that, while he was reporting, he had to reach out for the Handbook to the Division and was 
told to find it online. Respondent stated that during the first reporting period, he located Chapter 106, Florida 
Statutes, and the Handbook and reviewed these sources online.  Respondent asserted that he made a good faith 
effort to rectify the issue and that the whole thing was a learning experience.  To review the phone log, refer to 
Exhibit 8. 

SIGNATURE OF INVESTIGATOR:    Date:    August 9, 2023 
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Phone Log (06/21) 

FLORIDA  ELECTIONS  COMMISSION
PHONE LOG 

Case No.:  FEC 21-448 

Respondent:  Steven Meza 

Complainant:  Division of Elections 

1. Date and time:  6/29/23 @ 11:09am 
Name:  Bank of America 
Phone #:  213-580-0702 
Summary:  I reached out to B of A via their central number, in re: #D062623000070. I 
spoke with Rita and explained that we only received records for January and February; we 
discussed that the declaration indicated records for 1/2020 – 2/2020.  It likely was a 
transcription error (rather than 12, they wrote 2).  Rita confirmed the error; she is 
escalating the matter and anticipates sending the remaining records via email in short 
order. I mentioned that the subpoena was just served last week and B of A was ahead-of-
the-game.    
Entered by:  CHS 

2. Date and time:  7/7/23 @ 10:35am 
Name:  Bank of America 
Phone #:  213-580-0702 (options #3 #2 #3) 
Summary:  I reached out of B of A, in re: # D062623000070.  I spoke with Amy.  She 
reviewed the notes in the file and explained that the time-frame for an “escalation” is 7-10 
days.  Therefore, she explained I’m still within the 7-10 day time frame.  Plus… 4th of July 
was a holiday.  Records should be forthcoming early next week.  
Entered by: CHS

3. Date and time:  7/11/23 @ 11:00am 
Name: Wells Fargo  
Phone #:  480-724-2000 (options #3 #2) 
Summary:  I contacted WF Summons & Subpoenas division and spoke with a rep about 
an update on our subpoena.  She was unable to locate 21-448-053.  I provided the account 
number and date of svc; she located notes regarding extension granted by Tim until 
7/12/23.  The rep provided an internal reference number: #28209596. 
Entered by: CHS

4. Date and time:  7/13/23 
Name:  Wells Fargo tech support 
Phone #:  800-835-2265 
Summary:  I received bank recs via Tim V.  Records have been linked to his email, not 
mine.  I’m using tech support number derived from previous case (and similar problem) to 
hopefully fix the access issue in re: #28209596. Per rep in tech support, he can’t re-send 
the subpoena.  He transferred me back to Summons/Subpoenas department.  I was 
speaking with Fernanda and explaining that I needed the records re-sent 
Entered by: CHS
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5. Date and time:  7/13/23 @ 11:35am
Name:  Wells Fargo Summons/Subpoenas (Lindsey)
Phone #:  480-724-2000 (options #3 #2)
Summary:  I contacted WF again after being disconnected from Fernanda.  I spoke with
Lindsey and provided the ref: #28209596.  I explained that the records were erroneously
sent to our executive director… She reviewed the subpoena and cover letter to confirm my
name and address; Lindsey stated: “Your name is all over this subpoena.”  We don’t know
why the records weren’t sent to me.  She stated that she’s sending the re-send request over
to summons/subpoenas and that the re-send could take anywhere from 10 minutes to 48
hours.
Entered by:  CHS

6. Date and time:  7/18/23 @ 9:47am
Name:  Wells Fargo Summons/Subpoenas (Sheree)
Phone #:  480-724-2000 (options #3 #2)
Summary:  I contacted WF yet again regarding outstanding subpoena production.  I
provided ref: #28209596.  I reiterated that the records were mistakenly sent to Tim, stated
I’d contacted WF back on 7/13/23 and was told they’d be re-sent to me within 48 hours.
Sheree put me on hold and contacted the subpoena department; she said that there was a
note in the file that “Tina” was to re-send the recs on 7/13/23.  I confirmed that she had
not.  I also explained that I’ve previously received records from WF and I’m set-up for the
2-part authentication system.  Sheree confirmed that the records would be re-sent to me
today.
Entered by:  CHS

7. Date and time:  7/18/23 @ 10:08am
Name:  Bank of America
Phone #:  213-580-0702 (options #3 #2 #3)
Summary:  I contacted B of A again regarding ref: D0626230000070.    I originally
requested updated recs on 6/29/23, I followed-up on 7/7/23, and yet there are still
incomplete records.  I spoke extensively with Lamont, who explained that the account was
actually closed in February 2020.  I requested some type of documentation from B of A to
confirm the account was closed, as it wasn’t indicated anywhere on the bank statement, nor
on the bank’s affidavit of production.  Lamont said he’d request this item and it would take
around a week.
Entered by: CHS

8. Date and time:  7/21/23 @ 12:11pm
Name: Steven Meza
Phone #:  954-288-2035
Summary:  Respondent contacted office via FEC’s main number; he indicated he’d
received my email and left his cell number.  He requested a call-back.
Entered by:  CHS

9. Date and time:  7/21/23 @ 1:00pm
Name: Steven Meza
Phone #:  954-288-2035
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Summary:  In response to his email, I called and spoke with Respondent. He stated that he 
did not know what’s going on.  I conducted a detailed phone interview (see memo below). 
Entered by:  CHS 
 

10. Date and time:        
Name:        
Phone #:        
Summary:        
Entered by:        
 

 
 
RESPONDENT INTERVIEW MEMO – Call details at #[954-288-2035] 

 Have you ever run for public office?  If so, please name each office you ran for and state 
what year each election occurred. 

o No, Respondent has not run for public office. 
 Have you ever been appointed to act as a campaign treasurer for a candidate? 

o No, Respondent has never acted as a campaign treasurer for a candidate; he did, 
however, act as his own campaign treasurer. 

 Have you ever held the office of chairperson, treasurer, or other similar position for a 
political committee or electioneering communications organization? 

o Respondent explained that, prior to the 2020 election, he had never acted in that 
type of capacity. 

o Since 2020, he’s worked on campaigns to learn more about them in an 
administrative capacity.  However, he has never held an official appointment or 
any official role.   

 Have you ever prepared or signed a campaign treasurer’s report? 
o No, Respondent had never signed a campaign treasurer’s report, prior to the 2020 

campaign. 
o Respondent stated: “I was only 21 [at time of campaign]… so I only had so much 

life experience.”
 Do you possess a copy of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes?  If so, when did you first obtain 

it?  Have you read it? 
o Respondent explained that he never received any hard copies or links from the 

Division.  
o Respondent explained that, while he was reporting, he had to reach out for the 

handbook to the Division.  He was told to find it online. 
o Respondent explained that, for the first reporting period, he located the Handbook 

and Chapter 106; Respondent reviewed and used these sources online.  
o When it came to the other laws, Respondent stated that he was very ignorant 

about what was involved with that process.  Respondent only understood “how” 
to report it, rather than why. 

 Do you possess a copy of the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook?  If so, 
when did you first obtain it?  Have you read it? 
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o No, Respondent doesn’t recall receiving it.  Respondent remembers going onto 
the state website and printing it out.

o Respondent recalls having problems before his first reporting period. 
o [Note: Respondent moved numerous times during- and after the campaign.  

Division records show the acknowledgment letter (1/15/20) went to a Deerfield 
Beach address; it was returned to the Division on 2/21/20.  Respondent submitted 
a PIN Reset fax to the Division on 2/10/20.] 

Did you receive any other materials from your filing officer?  If so, please describe them.
o Respondent doesn’t recall receiving anything else. 
o Respondent did receive a communication at his former apartment; he then became 

aware of problems with his report. 
o [Note: During our phone interview, Respondent provided 5 different addresses; 

he moved between these addresses during approximately 2 years].
 Did you act as your own campaign treasurer? 

o Yes; Respondent elaborated that this was due to the pandemic.   
o Respondent stated that, due to “shut-downs and out of necessity, I had to act as 

my own treasurer.” 
 Did anyone assist you in completing and filing campaign treasurer reports and/or 

waivers?
o Respondent stated: “I was solo the whole campaign.”  He did everything for the 

campaign. 
o Respondent stated that in the middle of early voting and Respondent got 

notification from the Division re: late reports, he handled all of that. 
 At any time during the campaign, did your address change? 

o Yes; Respondent explained he moved numerous times between 2020 and the 
present. 

o At the beginning of the campaign, Respondent lived in Boca Raton. He then 
moved to Deerfield, but by the close of the campaign, he was in Margate. 

o From Margate, Respondent moved to Tamarac.    
o Currently, Respondent lives in Fort Lauderdale. 

 If so, did you update the Division about these changes? 
o Respondent stated: “I did for the move to Deerfield.  I called the Division; I didn’t 

know how to contact them about changes.” 
o He stated: “I think you can update the candidate info form; at the time, I wasn’t 

aware of that.  At the time, I was told to send them an email from the campaign, 
telling DOE we had relocated.”

o Note: Respondent can’t access the campaign email anymore (he sent these 
requests to the DOE from his campaign email).

 Why were you unable to timely (and correctly) amend the 2020 P4 (7/11 – 7/17)? 
o When Respondent tried accessing EFS at the end of the primary 

election/campaign, it would not update. 
o Following EFS issues, Respondent was unable to log-in. 
o Respondent contacted DOE after 2020 TR to explain his difficulties with EFS 
o Respondent was advised that DOE’s IT would reach out to help with EFS 

problems and submissions. 
 Why were you unable to timely FILE the 2020 P3, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR reports? 
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o Respondent explained that he had problems with the 1-week reporting periods and 
experienced issues.  That’s when he started accruing fines and notifications from 
DOE.  He then started trying to log-in to EFS to rectify them, but he experienced 
the same problems with the TR report. 

o Respondent’s biggest problems were reports that would not update (EFS), 
entering amended info, or re-labeling classifications re: charge-backs.  These
amended reports would not submit. 

o Respondent ultimately assumed that, “maybe I just can’t fix it anymore…” He 
thought he’d be able to amend the CTRs later. 

o Respondent was told by IT that log-in problems could stem from the web 
browser; even after changing web browser, he was unable to submit reports. 

 The 2020 P4 report shows a credit card reversal “contribution” for $156.00.  Can you 
provide further details about this? 

o Respondent stated that, “I don’t know what happened… I was unable to identify it 
from the merchant processing company… There was a whole month/specific 
report where there were chargebacks.  We didn’t know this until a month later.  
That’s when the DOE let us know about deficit…” 

o Respondent elaborated that there was never a deficit in their bank account, even 
though it showed up in the DOE. 

o He thinks chargebacks may have been generated by people canceling their 
contributions, but he doesn’t have any proof.  There was never any fraud alert.

o Overall, he observed the situation was “negligence on my part.” 
 When did you first become aware of the deficit reported in your campaign treasurer 

reports?
o Respondent recalls it being towards the end of the campaign, when early voting 

started.
o He remembers speaking with the same gentleman DOE each time he called the 

DOE.  This is when he first became aware of deficits reported. 
 To your knowledge, did your campaign depository ever fall into a negative balance? 

o No; Respondent does not recall any deficits. 
o “We didn’t notice negative balances or anything problematic with campaign 

depository.”  
o Respondent surmised that the reported deficit may have resulted from over-

reporting, as their account never had a deficit due to the chargebacks.
o He also mentioned: “A lot of the money that came in probably filled-in holes left 

by chargebacks.”
o Respondent explained that, when he went through his itemized bank recs w/a 

banker, they determined everything balanced out. 
 To your recollection, did you ever use your campaign account to incur expenses for 

anything not related to your 2020 campaign? 
o No.  However, Respondent elaborated that, due to the pandemic, they tried 

finding creative ways to otherwise engage the community. 
o “We did a ‘Small Business Day.’” Respondent and his team would do a “wellness 

check” on a particular business in the community and make a nominal purchase 
(to support the business).  He explained these were usually done with petty cash.   

Note: some of these expenses wouldn’t populate accurately in bank recs.  

Exhibit 8 Page 5 of 6



INV001 (12/01) 6 

o Towards the end of the campaign, Respondent explained that he would buy food,
hats, and water for campaign workers/family who were in the sun.

Do you have anything else to add for the Commission’s consideration regarding the
charges specified in the letter of legal sufficiency in this case?

o “I made a good faith effort to rectify the issue.  Even now, I’d like to at least pay
my civil fees and fines.”

o Respondent describes the whole thing as: “… a learning experience; it’s opened
doors for me in my adult career.”

o “I wish agencies had more money so there was no backlog, because this is a 2020
campaign.”

o Respondent told us: “You guys have been very supportful.”
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Courtney Harrold

From: Steven Meza <stevenm.meza@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2023 2:03 PM
To: Courtney Harrold
Subject: Re: Florida Elections Commission (FEC 21-448)
Attachments: January 4, 2021.pdf

Good afternoon Courtney,

It was a pleasure speaking with you today, thank you for reassuring me on this issue and educating me on this process. I
greatly appreciated your time. Please see attached the documents as discussed. I hope they will help in your
investigation.

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

All the best

On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 12:33 PM Courtney Harrold <Courtney.Harrold@myfloridalegal.com> wrote:

Good afternoon, Steven:

Thanks for getting back to me so quickly. I’m finishing up lunch and I’ll give you a call around 1pm, if that works.

Just FYI, the call will be coming from an 850 number that may not be identified as “FEC,” as I’m telecommuting today.

I look forward to speaking with you in a few and I really appreciate your availability.

Take care,

 

 

Courtenay Harrold Sheppard 

Investigation Specialist

Florida Elections Commission

107 W. Gaines St., #224
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Courtney Harrold

From: Courtney Harrold
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2023 12:33 PM
To: Steven Meza
Subject: RE: Florida Elections Commission (FEC 21-448)

Good afternoon, Steven: 
 
Thanks for getting back to me so quickly.  I’m finishing up lunch and I’ll give you a call around 1pm, if that works. 
 
Just FYI, the call will be coming from an 850‐number that may not be identified as “FEC,” as I’m telecommuting today. 
 
I look forward to speaking with you in a few and I really appreciate your availability. 
 
Take care, 
 
 
Courtenay Harrold Sheppard  
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 W. Gaines St., #224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 922-4539 
 
From: Steven Meza <stevenm.meza@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2023 12:25 PM 
To: Courtney Harrold <Courtney.Harrold@myfloridalegal.com> 
Subject: Re: Florida Elections Commission (FEC 21‐448) 
 
Good afternoon Courtney,  
 
Thank you for reaching out, I was unaware of this matter.  
 
Please feel free to call me at (954) 288‐2035 at your earliest convenience, I am available to speak as soon as possible so 
we can resolve what ever issue may persist.  
 
Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
Have a great day.  
 
On Fri, Jul 21, 2023 at 11:51 AM Courtney Harrold <Courtney.Harrold@myfloridalegal.com> wrote: 

Good morning, Mr. Meza: 

  

I’m the investigator assigned to your case, FEC 21‐448, regarding your 2020 candidacy for State Senator, District 
33.  Could you please let me know about your availability to speak with me about your campaign and the statutes 
outlined in the Legal Sufficiency letter (delivered 6/16/23)?   

  



2

I look forward to speaking with you. 

  

Have a nice day, 

  

  

Courtenay Harrold Sheppard  

Investigation Specialist 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 W. Gaines St., #224 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

(850) 922-4539 
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Courtney Harrold

From: Courtney Harrold
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2023 11:51 AM
To: StevenM.meza@gmail.com
Subject: Florida Elections Commission (FEC 21-448)

Good morning, Mr. Meza: 
 
I’m the invesƟgator assigned to your case, FEC 21‐448, regarding your 2020 candidacy for State Senator, District 
33.  Could you please let me know about your availability to speak with me about your campaign and the statutes 
outlined in the Legal Sufficiency leƩer (delivered 6/16/23)?   
 
I look forward to speaking with you. 
 
Have a nice day, 
 
 
Courtenay Harrold Sheppard  
Investigation Specialist 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 W. Gaines St., #224 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 922-4539 
 



June 16, 2023 

Steven Meza 

Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 · Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com · www.fec.state.fl .us 

5500 Celebration Point Way; APT 302 
Margate, FL 33063-3988 

RE: Case No.: FEC 21-448; Respondent: Steven Meza 

Dear Mr. Meza: 

On September 3, 2021 , the Florida Elections Commission received a complaint alleging that you 
violated Florida' s election laws. I have reviewed the complaint and find that it contains one or 
more legally sufficient allegations. The Commission staff will investigate the following alleged 
violations: 

Section 106.07(2)(b)l., Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for State 
Senator, District 33, acting as his own treasurer, failed to timely make necessary 
amendments to the 2020 P4 and 2020 TR reports, as alleged in the complaint. 

Section 106.07(5), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for State 
Senator, District 33, may have certified one or more campaign treasurer' s reports 
were true, correct, and complete when they were not, based upon an apparent deficit 
during the following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 

• 2020 P3 
• 2020 P6 
• 2020 GI 
• 2020 TR 

Section 106.19(1)(b), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for State 
Senator, District 33, may have failed to report one or more contributions required 
to be reported by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit 
during the following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 

• 2020 P3 
• 2020 P6 
• 2020 GI 
• 2020 TR 

_J 
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Section 106.19(l)(c), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for State 
Senator, District 33, may have falsely reported or deliberately failed to include 
information required by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent 
deficit during the following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 

• 2020 P3 
• 2020 P6 
• 2020 Gl 
• 2020 TR 

Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes: Respondent, a 2020 candidate for State 
Senator, District 33 , may have made or authorized one or more expenditures 
prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, based upon an apparent deficit during 
the following reporting periods, as alleged in the complaint: 

• 2020 P3 
• 2020 P6 
• 2020 Gl 
• 2020 TR 

When we conclude the investigation, a copy of the Report of Investigation (ROI) will be mailed 
to you at the above address. Based on the results of the investigation, a staff attorney will prepare 
and present a written Staff Recommendation (SR) to the Commission as to whether there is 
probable cause to charge you, the Respondent, with violating Chapters 104 or 106, Florida 
Statutes. You will have an opportunity to respond to both the ROI and the SR. The Commission 
will then hold one or more hearings to determine whether the alleged violations occurred and, if 
so, the amount of the fine to be imposed upon you. Notice will be mailed to you and the 
Complainant at least 14 days before any hearing at which your case is to be considered. 

Pursuant to Section 106.25(4)(i)3., Florida Statutes, the Commission may enter into a consent 
agreement with a Respondent to settle a complaint prior to a finding of probable cause. If you are 
interested in entering negotiations directed towards reaching a consent agreement to resolve this 
matter, please contact the Commission and request to speak with the attorney assigned to this case. 

Please note that all documents related to this matter will be mailed to the above address 
unless you notify us of a new address. 

Pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, complaints, investigations, investigative reports, and 
other documents relating to an alleged violation of Chapters 104 or 106, Florida Statutes, are 
confidential until the Commission finds probable cause or no probable cause, unless the 
Respondent files a written waiver of confidentiality with the Commission. The confidentiality 
provision does not apply to the Complainant or the Respondent. 
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Should you retain counsel, your attorney must file a notice of appearance with the Commission 
before any member of the commission staff can discuss this case with him or her. 

For additional information, please refer to the "Frequently Asked Questions" section of the 
Commission's website. 

If you have additional questions, please contact Courtenay Harrold Sheppard, the investigator 
assigned to this case, by phone at (850) 922-4539 or by email at 
Courtney.Harrold@myfloridalegal.com. 

SinceM . 

Tim L(W{ 
Executive Director 

TV/jd 



Candidate: 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
FEC NOTICE FORM 

To FEC from Division of Elections 

Steven Meza 

Account Number: 7 4884 

Treasurer: Steven Meza 

The Division of Elections hereby provides this notice to the Florida Elections Commission 
pursuant to sections 106.22(7) and 106.25, Florida Statutes. An apparent violation of 
Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, has occurred based upon a fa ilure to file addendums after 
notice as required by section 106.07(2)(b)1 ., Florida Statutes, for the following report(s): 

2020 P3 

2020 G1 

2020 P4 

2020 TR 

2020 P6 

• Steven Meza (7 4884) was a 2020 candidate for the office of State Senator. 

• On January 14, 2020, Mr. Meza filed the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and 
Designation of Campaign Depository with the Division appointing himself as treasurer. 

• On March 24, 2021 , the Division mailed Mr. Meza notification that one or more 
campaign treasurer's reports were incomplete. 

• On June 25, 2021 , the Division mailed Mr. Meza notification that one or more 
campaign treasurer's reports were incomplete. 

• On July 14, 2021 , the Division mailed Mr. Meza final notification with delivery 
confirmation that one or more campaign treasurer's reports were incomplete. 
(See attached letter and delivery confirmation.) 

• As of August 30, 2021, one or more· campaign treasurer's reports remain incomplete. 

Sent By: 
Date: 
dlh 

Donna S. Brown <:f'J 
August 30, 2021 
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FLORJDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Laurel M. Lee 

FINAL NOTICE 
Delivery Confirmation: 

July 14, 2021 

Steven Meza 
10147 Boca Entrada Blvd 
Apt. 314 
Boca Raton, FL 33428 

Re: CAN 74884 

Dear Mr. Meza: 

Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

USPS TRACKING f 
&CUSTOMER 
RECEIPT 

9114 9022 0078 9649 8707 47 
For Tradclng or lnqulriel go lo USPS com 
or cal 1-800-222-1811 . 

You have previously been advised that one or more campaign treasurer's reports are 
incomplete for the reasons noted in the attached error report. 

Pursuant to Section l 06.07(2), Florida Statutes, you have 7 days from receipt of this letter to 
correct errors or provide missing information. If the information has been reported accurately, 
you must provide a written explanation to the Division addressing the issue noted in the error 
report. Please be advised that if you fail to comply with this request, the Division will forward 
this matter to the Florida Elections Commission for further action. Section l 06.265( l ), Florida 
Statutes, authorizes the Florida Elections Commission to impose civil penalties of up to $1,000 
per violation. 

If you need assistance in filing an amendment, please contact the Division's help line at (850) 
245-6280. 

Sincerely, / ~ 

_J)..,. __ a... ~. I°'°"-
Donna S. Brown, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

Attachment 

Room 316 R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 323 99-0250 • (850) 245-6280 



'/14/2021 Fkl'ila ••talfllt of State - IIVtlill or eactmns 
- - ·-·· -

Emr ~ ... -- . -
Candidate: Steven Meza 

Report: 2020 P4 (9) Covering Period: 7/11/20 - 7/17/20 

rrtrlutlanl 

l)lldtlnl 

~ Date 

07/13/20 

nlTMlllfn 

thllr lllb'llltlllnl 

Name Address 

CARO REVERSAL OF CREDIT WA 

*Refunds must be negative amounts 

Citv/State/Zip 
"4/A f'L 

~ 

REF 

Offac:e: STS 

Account: 74884 

Expenditure Purpose 
CARO REVERSAL OF CREDIT 

Page 1 

Amount Amend 

$156.00 



/14/2021 Ania Dep;rtnaJt If State - llvisill If Eb:tin 

~ -.-r 
:::andidate: Steven Meza 

Report: 2020 TR (14) Covering Period: 8/22/20 - 11/16/20 

lb'lllta■ 

l8lllltlns 

2 11/16/20 

llllnmhn 

llrllltrbltlllll 

~ Address 
MEZA STEVEN 10147 BOCA ENTRADA BLVD. APT 

31-4 

"Incorrect Distributed Amount 

City/State/Zip 

BOCA RATON Fl 3-3-428 

~ 

RMB 

Offtee: STS 

Account: 74884 

Expenditure Purpose 
LOAN 

Amount Amend 

S254.42 

Page 2 



'/14/2021 Alrtla 8-i'blltllt of State - llvlliln of Eleetbll 

Candidate: Steven Meza 

teport: 2020 P3 (8) Covering Period: 6/27/20 - 7/1 0/20 .... 
Statute 
106.11(4), 

m1IJtUa 

llllllbnl 

IITrmfln 

w•bt11UII■ 

teport: 2020 P6 

Statute EA£ 
106.11(4), 

........ 
lllMlllfll'S 

lll'llltrllftlllll 
teport: 2020 G1 

11'81 

Statute FAC 
106.11(4), 

lltrllUtln 

llllll1nB 

lllrmfn 

••bt11dola 

Description 
Deficit Balance - written explanation required 

(11} Covering Period: 7/25/20 - 7/31 /20 

Description 
Deficit Balance - written explanation required 

(13} Covering Period: 8/14/20 - 8/21/20 

Description 
Deficit Balance - written explanation required 

teport: 2020 TR (14) Covering Period: 8122/20 - 11116/20 

aral 

Description 

Page 1 

Office: STS 

Account: 74884 

Account: 74884 

Account: 74884 

Account: 74884 



/1412021 All'ila -·bl8lt af State - IMIDI If Bectlllns 
-·-·· ... . - -····· ... -- ·-· ···-· ---- ·-· 

QQIIIE&Raprt . ----. 
Candidate: Steven Meza 

teport: 2020 TR (14) Covering Period: 8/22120 - 11/16/20 

Statute 
106. 11(4). 

IS-2.017 F 

FAC 

adllnll 

dlrafn 

.... trbltllnl 

Description 
Deficit Balance - written explanation required 

Petty cash spent reported w/o petty cash withdrawn reported 

Page2 

Office: STS 

Account 74884 



Sum of Contributions vs Expenditures 111412021 10:05:37 AM 

Steven Meza 7 4884 

Date of last Contribution: 8/17/20 o After 10/30/20 

Year 

2020 

Report Contributions 
. •-· - - -· ··- --· ·-. - .. - ... 

M1 $238.00 

M2 

M3 

M4 

M5 

P1 

$42.25 

$20.20 

$250.00 

$448.20 

$1,188.80 

P2 $335.00 

P3 $10.00 

P4 $0.00 

PS $0.00 

P6 

P7 

G1 

TR 

Campaign Total: 

$50.00 

$738.10 

$20.20 

$0.00 

$3,340.75 

Expenditures 

$129.18 

$143.07 

$21 .10 

$30.89 

$124.49 

$31.56 

Running Total 

$108.82 

$8.00 

$7.10 --
$226.21 

--
$549.92 

$1,707 .16 

$1 ,794.02 $248.14 
. .... ------··-' 

$438.oo _,.~:t:l?r'~:($179.8'f 

$156.00 ·~~~ltW&Jl§f 
so. oo •tJM~;<,.,i!i.,reeJ·~ 

~~~~• • r 

$0.00 

$191.82 

$300.56 

$260.42 

$3,621 .11 

... : ; ~ _ t($285.86) _ 

$260.42 

ll ; ($2so.3&) 
---



Petty Cash 
Steven Meza 

20201103-GEN Year Report 

Previous Balance: 
-··· - --·----· .. . . 

2020 M1 
-···---- .. 

M2 
----·· · 

M3 

M4 
-------· 

MS 
P1 

P2 

P3 

P4 

PS 
P6 

P7 

G1 

TR 

7/14/2021 10:05:59 AM 

74884 

Withdrawn Spent Running Total 
. -------·-· - ---·-· .. ----

$0.00 

$1.39 

$30.09 



Sum of Contributions vs Expenditures 8/30/2021 10:26:36 AM 

Steven Meza 74884 

Date of last Contribution: 8/17/20 0 After 10/30/20 

Year Report Contributions Expenditures Running Total 

2020 M1 $238.00 $129.18 $108.82 

M2 $42.25 $143.07 $8.00 

M3 $20.20 $21.10 $7.10 

M4 $250.00 $30.89 $226.21 

MS $448.20 $124.49 $549.92 

P1 $1,188.80 $31.56 $1,707.16 

P2 $335.00 $1,794.02 $248.14 

P3 $10.00 $438.00 

P4 $0.00 $156.00 

PS $0.00 $0.00 

P6 $50.00 $0.00 

P7 $738.10 $191.82 $260.42 

G1 $20.20 $300.56 

TR $0.00 $260.42 

Campaign Total: $3,340.75 $3,621.11 



Petty Cash 
Steven Meza 

20201103-GEN Year Report 

Previous Balance: 

2020 M1 

M2 

M3 

M4 

MS 

P1 

P2 

P3 

P4 

Withdrawn Spent 

$8.00 

$1.39 

$30.09 

8/30/2021 10:26:47 AM 

74884 

Running Total 

$0.00 

($8.00) 

($8.00) 

($8.00) 
($9.39) 

- ($9,39) 

($39.48) ; 

($39.48) 

($39.48) 

PS ($39.48)1 
------------------------~!::===-

P 6 ($39.48) 
---------------==="="'-==-!:!'--

P 7 $27.25 ($81.73) 

G1 $40.00 $3.59 ($30.32) 

TR $30.32J 



USPS.com® - USPS Tracking® Results Page 1 of 2 

USPS Tracking® FAQs) 

Track Another Package + 

Tracking Number: 91149022007896498707 4 7 
Remove X 

Your item was delivered in or at the mailbox at 2:37 pm on July 19, 2021 in BOCA 
RATON, FL 33428. 

~ Delivered, In/At Mailbox 
July 19, 2021 at 2:37 pm 
BOCA RATON, FL 33428 

Get Updates v 

Text & Email Updates 

Tracking History 

Product Information 

See Less A 

V 

V 

V 

,, 
(I) 

• CD 
a. 
C" 
D.l 
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https://tools.usps.com/go/TrackConfirmAction?tRef=fullpage&tLc=2&text28777=&tLabe.. . 8/26/2021 



8/30/2021 Queued Items for 2020-P3 Page 1 

Account: 74884 STS 033 Steven Meza 
Rpt Seq: 8 

ProcessDescription Status Submitter Created LastUpdate 

Create Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 9:59: 18 PM 7/28/2020 9:59:18 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:09:05 PM 7/28/2020 10:09:05 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:09:08 PM 7/28/2020 10:09:08 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:13:38 PM 7/28/2020 10:13:38 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:13:43 PM 7/28/2020 10:13:43 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 I 0: 13 :48 PM 7/28/2020 10:13:48 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:15:51 PM 7/28/2020 10:15:51 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:16:01 PM 7/28/2020 10:16:01 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:16:15 PM 7/28/2020 10:16:15 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:16:17 PM 7/28/2020 10:16:17 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:47:29 PM 7/28/2020 10:47:29 PM 

Amend Filed Report Failed To Complete 74884 7/5/2021 2:26:10 PM 7/6/2021 9:55:32 AM 

Amend Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 8/26/2021 5:22: 13 PM 8/26/2021 5:22:13 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 8/26/2021 5:22:38 PM 8/26/2021 5:22:38 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete dlhoward 8/30/2021 9:28:30 AM 8/30/2021 9:28:30 AM 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Steven Meza (2) 74884 

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number 

(3) 10147 Boca Entrada Blvd Boca Raton FL 33428 

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code 

0 Check box if address has changed since last report 

(4) Check appropriate box(es): 

[] Candidate (office sought) : 

□ Political Committee 0 Check If PC has DISBANDED 

□ Committee of Continuous Existance 0 Check If CCE has DISBANDED 

□ Party Executive Committee 

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS 

Cover Period: From 06/27/2020 To 07/10/2020 Report Type: P3 

[] Original D Amendment □ Special Election Report 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Cash & Checks $10.00 Monetary Expenditures $438.00 

Loans $0.00 Transfers to Office Account $0.00 

Total Monetary $10.00 Total Monetary $438.00 

In-Kind $600.00 (8) Other Distributions 

Certification 

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F .S.) 

I certify that I have examined this report and it is I certify that I have examined this report and it is 
true, correct and complete true, correct and complete 

Name of 0 Treasurer 0 Deputy Treasurer Name of ~ Candidate 0 Chaiman (PC/PTY Only 

)( )( 

Signature Signature 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:29:0SAM Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:28 am 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date C:froot ~"'"'ro•• P,, r;,, c: 1~10 7in 

1 VARGHESE,CHAKO 

8187NW107TER 
07/03/2020 

PARKLAND, FL 33076 
2 UNION PRINTING APS 

07/06/2020 
2321 PEMBROKE RD 

HOLLYWOOD, FL 33020 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 P3 
"* Records in Filed Report •• 

Contributor Occupation 

Type In-Kind Description 

I AGENT/NEW YORK LIFE 

CHE 

B UNION PRINTING APS 

INK MARKETING MATERIAL 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:28 am 

Period: 06/27/2020 to 07/10/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

$10.00 

$600.00 

Prepared on: 8/30121 9:29:0SAM 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date s1, .... 1 """'o•• & r.itv c:,~,o 7;~ 

1 GRASSROOTS ANALYTICS 

07/02/2020 
645 PROSPECT HILL RD 

RUTLAND, VT 05701 
2 ACTBLUE 

07/03/2020 
366SUMMER S 

. SOMERVILLE, MA 02114 
3 UNION PRINTING APS 

2321 PEMBROKE RD 
07/06/2020 

HOLLYWOOD. FL 33020 
4 ADOBE SYSTEMS INC. 

07/09/2020 
345 PARK AVENUE 

SAN JOSE. CA 95110 

• incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 P3 
•• Records in Filed Report •• 

Type Purpose 

MON CONTRIBUTION FEES 

MON CONTRIBUTION FEES 

MON MARKETING MATERIAL 

MON ADOBE SOFTWARE 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:28 am 

Period: 06/27/2020 to 07/10/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

$26.15 

$70.86 

$321 .00 

$19.99 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:29:0SAM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 

Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT- ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last. Suffix, First, Middle 
C,+,oof t,,<,frooo /'- ('.jlv C,t~to ?;n 

Report: 2020 P3 
•• Records in Filed Report•• 

Type Nature of Account 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:28 am 

Period: 06/27/2020 to 07/10/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:29:06AM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 
Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Ct,ftft. ~""M•• & r;h, .:::,,,, .. 7;n 

Report: 2020 P3 
** Records in Filed Report ** 

Recipient Purpose 

Type Related Expenditure 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:28 am 

Period: 06/27/2020 to 07/10/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:29:06AM 



8/30/2021 Queued Items for 2020-P4 Page 1 

Account: 74884 STS 033 Steven Meza 
Rpt Seq: 9 

ProcessDescription Status Submitter Created Last Update 

Create Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:14:28 PM 7/28/2020 10:14:28 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10: 19:05 PM 7/28/2020 10: I 9:05 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10: I 9:08 PM 7/28/2020 l 0: 19:08 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 7/28/2020 10:47:49 PM 7/28/2020 10:47:49 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete krwillis 3/11/2021 1 :47:02 PM 3/11/2021 I :47:02 PM 

Amend Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 7/5/2021 1 :59:52 PM 7/5/2021 1 :59:52 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/5/2021 2:00:53 PM 7/5/2021 2:00:53 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/5/2021 2:06:55 PM 7/5/2021 2:06:55 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 7/5/2021 2:07:25 PM 7/5/2021 2:07:25 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete dlhoward 8/24/2021 2:50:06 PM 8/24/2021 2:50:06 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 8/26/2021 5: 16:27 PM 8/26/2021 5:16:27 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 8/26/2021 5:16:32 PM 8/26/2021 5:16:32 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete dlhoward 8/30/2021 9:34: 19 AM 8/30/2021 9:34: 19 AM 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Steven Meza (2) 74884 

Candidate, Committe or Party Name 1.D. Number 

(3) 10147 Boca Entrada Blvd Boca Raton FL 33428 

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code 

D Check box if address has changed since last report 

(4) Check appropriate box(es) : 

~ Candidate (office sought): 

□ Political Committee 0 Check If PC has DISBANDED 

□ Committee of Continuous Existance 0 Check If CCE has DISBANDED 

□ Party Executive Committee 

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS 

Cover Period: From 07/11/2020 To 07/17/2020 Report Type: P4 

~ Original D Amendment □ Special Election Report 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Cash & Checks $0.00 Monetary Expenditures $156.00 

Loans $0.00 Transfers to Office Account $0.00 

Total Monetary $0.00 Total Monetary $156.00 

In-Kind $0.00 (8) Other Distributions 

Certification 

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.) 

I certify that I have examined this report and it is I certify that I have examined this report and it is 
true, correct and complete true, correct and complete 

Name of D Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer Name of ~ Candidate 0 Chaiman (PC/PTY Only 

V Y. 

Signature Signature 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:34:32AM Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:34 am 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 

Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
C::froo t Arlrl,occ & r'ih, C::t,>to 7in 

Report: 2020 P4 
•• Records in Filed Report •• 

Contributor Occupation 

Type In-Kind Description 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:34 am 

Period: 07/11/2020 to 07/17/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:34:32AM 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date C:,t,oo♦ 6riho•• I!. r;h, C:,t~to 7;~ . 1 CARD REVERSAL OF CREDIT 

NIA 
07/13/2020 

N/A, FL 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 P4 
** Records in Filed Report •• 

Type Purpose 

Period: 07/11/2020 to 07/17/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

REF CARD REVERSAL OF CREDIT 
$156.00 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:34 am Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:34:32AM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq # 
Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Street A-,,-i,., .. & Citv State 7;n 

Report: 2020 P4 
•• Records in Filed Report•• 

Type Nature of Account 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:34 am 

Period: 07/11/2020 to 07/17/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:34:32AM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 

Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Street Arlrlr""" & rih, State. 7in 

Report: 2020 P4 
•• Records in Filed Report •• 

Recipient Purpose 

Type Related Expenditure 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:34 am 

Period: 07/11/2020 to 07/17/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:34:32AM 



8/30/2021 Queued Items for 2020-P6 Page 1 

Account: 74884 STS 033 Steven Meza 
Rpt Seq: 11 

Process Description Status Submitter Created Last Update 

Create Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 8/7/2020 8:43:45 PM 8/7/2020 8:43:45 PM 

Recalc Pen~ing Report Total Processing Complete 74884 8/7/2020 9:00: 19 PM 8/7/2020 9:00: 19 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 8/7/2020 9:00:28 PM 8/7/2020 9:00:28 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 8/7/2020 9:01:12 PM 8/7/2020 9:01 :12 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete mzortiz 8/10/2020 10:45:16 AM 8/10/2020 10:45: 16 AM 

Amend Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 8/14/2020 9:04:21 PM 8/14/2020 9:04:21 PM 

Amend Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 8/14/2020 9:04:46 PM 8/14/2020 9:04:46 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 8/14/2020 9:05:51 PM 8/14/2020 9:05:51 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 8/14/2020 9:07:34 PM 8/14/2020 9:07:34 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 8/14/2020 9:08:04 PM 8/14/2020 9:08:04 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete ejrowlette 8/24/2020 12:02:25 PM 8/24/2020 12:02:25 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete dlhoward 8/30/2021 9:41: 13 AM 8/30/2021 9:41 : 13 AM 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Steven Meza (2) 74884 

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number 

(3) 10147 Boca Entrada Blvd Boca Raton FL 33428 

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code 

D Check box if address has changed since last report 

(4) Check appropriate box(es) : 

~ Candidate (office sought): 

□ Political Committee 0 Check If PC has DISBANDED 

□ Committee of Continuous Existance 0 Check If CCE has DISBANDED 

□ Party Executive Committee 

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS 

Cover Period: From 07/25/2020 To 07/31/2020 Report Type: P6 

D Original lfil Amendment □ Special Election Report 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Cash & Checks $50.00 Monetary Expenditures $0.00 

Loans $0.00 Transfers to Office Account $0.00 

Total Monetary $50.00 Total Monetary $0.00 

In-Kind $0.00 (8) Other Distributions 

Certification 

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.) 

I certify that I have examined this report and it is I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete true, correct and complete 

Name of D Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer Name of I!] Candidate 0 Chaiman (PC/PTY Only 

)( )( 

Signature Signature 

Prepared on: B/30/21 9:41 :30AM Reviewed On: B/30/21 9:41 am 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date Street Arlrl,o«« & f'itv State 7in 

1 DAWSON, SPENCER 

07/31/2020 
44 HOOSICK STREET 

HOOSICK FALLS, NY 12090 
2 BAEZ, MICHAEL 

1336 NW 4TH AVE 
08/05/2020 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fl 33311 
3 MEZA STEVEN 

10147 BOCA ENTRADA BLVD, APT. 314 
08/07/2020 

BOCA RATON, FL 33428 
4 WECUSTOMEPRINT 

08/07/2020 
4975 N STATE RD 7 

TAMARAC, Fl 33319 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 P6 
** Records in Filed Report ** 

Period: 07/25/2020 to 07/31/2020 

Amount 
Contributor Occupation 

Type In-Kind Description Amend 

I COORDINATOR/EXCELSIOR COLLEGE 
$50.00 

CHE 

I FLIGHT ATTENDANT/DEL TA AIRLINE 
$50.00 

CHE DEL 

s STUDENT 
$100.00 

LOA DEL 

B PRINT SHOP 
$80.00 

INK BAN NER DEL 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:41 am Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:41 :30AM 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT- ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq # (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date <:t.AAt .0,,<hAH R, /">;h, <:t~tA 7;n 

1 WECUSTOMEPRINT 

4975 N STATE RD 7 
08/07/2020 

TAMARAC, FL 33319 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 P6 
** Records in Filed Report "* 

Type Purpose 

MON MARKETING MATERIAL 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:41 am 

Period: 07/25/2020 to 07/31/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

$185.00 

DEL 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:41 :30AM 



ID: . 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 

Date 

* Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
C, ♦,oo♦ l,rlrl,o•• R, f'ih, C,♦~+o 7i~ 

Report: 2020 P6 
** Records in Flied Report ** 

Type Nature of Account 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:41 am 

Period: 07/25/2020 to 07/31/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:41 :30AM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq # 
Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Stroot """ro•• I'. r.i tv <:, ♦ ~to 7in 

Report: 2020 P6 
** Records in Flied Report ** 

Recipient Purpose 

Type . Related Expenditure 

Reviewed On: 8130/21 9:41 am 

Period: 07/25/2020 to 07/31/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:41 :30AM 



8/30/2021 Queued Items for 2020-G1 Page 1 

Account: 74884 STS 033 Steven Meza 
Rpt Seq: 13 

Process Description Status Submitter Created LastUpdate 
Create Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 8/14/2020 9:01 :05 PM 8/14/2020 9:01:05 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 I I /16/2020 11 :50:56 PM I I /16/2020 11 :50:56 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 I I /16/2020 11 :50:59 PM 11/16/2020 11 :50:59 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 11/16/2020 11:51:07 PM 11/16/2020 11:51:07 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 11/16/2020 11:52:16 PM 11/16/2020 11:52:16 PM 

Amend Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:00:14 PM 1/3/2021 3:00:14 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:00:42 PM 1/3/2021 3:00:42 PM 

Recalc Filed Report Totals Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:01:14 PM 1/3/2021 3:01:14 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/202 I 3:02:01 PM 1/3/2021 3:02:01 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:03:43 PM I /3/2021 3 :03 :43 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:50:38 PM 1/3/2021 3:50:38 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:50:54 PM 1/3/2021 3:50:54 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:51: 19 PM 1/3/2021 3:51:19 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:53:42 PM 1/3/2021 3:53:42 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:53:50 PM 1/3/2021 3:53:50 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 3:54:24 PM 1/3/2021 3:54:24 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 4:16:04 PM 1/3/2021 4:16:04 PM 

Recalc Pending Report Total Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 4:16:07 PM 1/3/2021 4:16:07 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 I /3/2021 4: 18:49 PM 1/3/20214:18:49 PM 

Review Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 4:21:45 PM 1/3/2021 4:21 :45 PM 

File Pending Report Processing Complete 74884 1/3/2021 4:22:21 PM 1/3/202 I 4:22:21 PM 

Review Filed Report Processing Complete dlhoward 8/30/2021 9:44:50 AM 8/30/2021 9:44:50 AM 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Steven Meza (2) 74884 

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number 

(3) 10147 Boca Entrada Blvd Boca Raton FL 33428 

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code 

D Check box if address has changed since last report 

(4) Check appropriate box(es): 

~ Candidate (office sought): 

□ Political Committee 0 Check If PC has DISBANDED 

□ Committee of Continuous Existance 0 Check If CCE has DISBANDED 

□ Party Executive Committee 

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS 

Cover Period: From 08/14/2020 To 08/21/2020 Report Type: G1 

D Original l2SJ Amendment □ Special Election Report 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Cash & Checks $20.20 Monetary Expenditures $300.56 

Loans $0.00 Transfers to Office Account $0.00 

Total Monetary $20.20 Total Monetary $300.56 

In-Kind $0.00 (8) Other Distributions 

Certification 

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.) 

I certify that I have examined this report and it is I certify that I have examined this report and it is 
true, correct and complete true, correct and complete 

Name of D Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer Name of ~ Candidate 0 Chaiman (PC/PTY Only 

X y 

Signature Signature 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:45:06AM Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:44 am 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date ~t,.,.,t Arlrl,""'"' & rHv ~'"'" 7in 
1 FERRANTE,STEPHEN 

08/17/2020 
3680 NE 16 AVENUE 

OAKLAND PARK, FL 33334 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 fil 
** Records in Filed Report •• 

Contributor Occupation 

Type In-Kind Description 

Period: 08/14/2020 to 08/21/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

I PRINCIPAL PARTNER/GROUP VICTOR 
$20.20 

CHE ADD 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:44 am Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:45:07 AM 



ID: 74884 CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES Page 1 of 1 

Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date "'•- A-'-'•--- R. ,-;._, N-•- 7:n 

1 BROWARD SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

11/16/2020 
115 S. ANDREWS AVE., ROOM 102 

FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301 
2 MEZA STEVEN 

7889 CATALINA CIRCLE 
11/16/2020 

TAMARAC, FL 33321 
3 ADOBE 

08/14/2020 
345 PARK AVE. SAN JOSE, CA 95110-2704 

SAN JOSE, CA 95110 
4 ANEDOTE 

1340 POYDRAS ST 
08/17/2020 

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112 
5 MCDONALDS 

7600 NW 57TH ST 
08/17/2020 

TAMARAC, FL 33321 
6 FACEBOOK 

1 HACKER WAY 
08/18/2020 

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 
7 FACEBOOK 

1 HACKER WAY 
08/18/2020 

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 
8 FACEBOOK 

1 HACKER WAY 
08/18/2020 

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 
9 WELLS FARGO 

400 N STATE ROAD 7 
08/18/2020 

MARGATE, FL 33063 
10 FACEBOOK 

1 HACKER WAY 
08/19/2020 

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 
11 FACEBOOK 

1 HACKER WAY 
08/19/2020 

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 
12 FACEBOOK 

1 HACKER WAY 
08/19/2020 

MENLO PARK, CA 94025 
13 WALMART 

08/21/2020 
7900 W MCNAB RD. NORTH LAUDERDALE, FL 

33068 

NORTH LAUDERDALE, FL 33068 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 G 1 Period: 08/14/2020 to 08/21/2020 

** R ecor d . s m Filed Report** 
Amount 

Type Purpose 
Amend 

MON PETITION VERIFICATION FEE 
$6.00 

DEL 

RMB LOAN REIMBURSEMENT 
$254.42 

DEL 

MON MARKETING MATERIAL 
$19.99 

ADD 

MON CONTRIBUTION FEE 
$1 .11 

ADD 

PCS EARLY VOTING REFRESHMENTS 
$3.59 

ADD 

MON SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 
$25.00 

ADD 

MON SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 
$57.74 

ADD 

MON SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 
$20.16 

ADD 

PCW CAMPAIGN DAY ACCOMMODATION FUNDS 
$40.00 

ADD 

MON SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 
$25.42 

ADD 

MON SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 
$25.42 

ADD 

MON SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING 
$50.00 

ADD 

MON CAMPAIGN DAY ACCOMMODATION 
$35.72 

ADD 

Reviewed On: 8/30ii:12~1-;;9~:4;4:am;;----------------------­
Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:45:07AM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 
Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 
(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 

Street l>.n,1resc & r''ik, St,,te 7in 

Report: 2020 G 1 
** Records in Filed Report ** 

Type Nature of Account 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:44 am 

Period: 08/14/2020 to 08/21/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:45:07AM 



ID: 

Name: Steven Meza 

Seq# 

Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
C:,t,ool AA-<rooo R, f'i t, C:,t~to ?i" 

Report: 2020 G 1 
** Records in Filed Report .. 

Recipient Purpose 

Type Related Expenditure 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:44 am 

Period: 08/14/2020 to 08/21/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:45:07AM 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY 

(1) Steven Meza (2) 74884 

Candidate , Committe or Party Name I.D. Number 

(3) 10147 Boca Entrada Blvd Boca Raton FL 33428 

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code 

D Check box if address has changed since last report 

(4) Check appropriate box(es) : 

18:] Candidate (office sought) : 

□ Political Committee 0 Check If PC has DISBANDED 

□ Committee of Continuous Existance 0 Check If CCE has DISBANDED 

□ Party Executive Committee 

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS 

Cover Period: From 08/22/2020 To 11/16/2020 Report Type: TR 

18:] Original D Amendment □ Special Election Report 

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT 

Cash & Checks $0.00 Monetary Expenditures $260.42 

Loans $0.00 Transfers to Office Account $0.00 

Total Monetary $0.00 Total Monetary $260.42 

In-Kind $0.00 (8) Other Distributions 

Certification 

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.) 

I certi fy that I have examined this report and it is I certify that I have examined this report and it is 
true , correct and complete true , correct and complete 

Name of D Treasurer D Deputy Treasurer Name of ~ Candidate 0 Chaiman (PC/PTY Only 

Y. Y. 

Signature Signature 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:48:32AM Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:48 am 
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Name: Steven Meza 

Seq # 

Date 

• Incomplete Record 

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT - ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS Page 1 of 1 

Full Name 
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Report: 2020 TR 
•• Records in Filed Report** 

Contributor Occupation 

Type In-Kind Description 

Period: 08/22/2020 to 11/16/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

---------------------- --
Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:48 am Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:48:32AM 
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Name: Steven Meza 

Full Name 
Seq# (Last, Suffix, First, Middle 
Date C:frcc♦ i,,<,<,aoo fl., r ;t" C: ♦~♦c 7;~ 

1 BROWARD SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS 

11/16/2020 
115 SANDREWSAVE , ROOM 102 

FT LAUDERDALE , FL 33301 . 2 MEZA STEVEN 

11/16/2020 
10147 BOCA ENTRADA BLVD, APT 314 

BOCA RATON , FL 33428 

• Incomplete Record 

Report: 2020 TR 
** Records in Fi led Report ** 

Type Purpose 

Period: 08/22/2020 to 11/16/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

MON PETITION VERIFICATION FEE 
$6.00 

RMB LOAN 
$254.42 

-· --------------·----- - -----
Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:48 am Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:48:32AM 
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Street Arlrl,occ & r ;1" C:bto 7;n 

Report: 2020 TR 
•• Records in Filed Report •• 

Type Nature of Account 

Reviewed On : 8/30/21 9:48 am 

Period: 08/22/2020 to 11/16/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

------- ------
Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:48:32AM 
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Report: 2020 TR 
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Recipient Purpose 

Type Related Expenditure 

Reviewed On: 8/30/21 9:48 am 

Period: 08/22/2020 to 11/16/2020 

Amount 

Amend 

Prepared on: 8/30/21 9:48:33AM 



8/30/2021 10:03 17 AM 

Account/Seq 

Steven Meza 

Status/Reviewer 

SN dlhoward 

8/30/215:08pm 

74884 

1st: 

2nd: 

2 

Mailed 

3/24/2021 

6/25/2021 

3rd: 7/ 14/2021 

Report Detail 

Type/Recd RESPONSE 

AUT 

Page I of I 

Election/fype 

2020 1103-GEN 

CAN 

NOTES: 08/30/2021 No actions taken to correct to completion and compliance errors in the 2021 Audit report. Referred to the FEC. 
DLH 

08/26/2021 - I made phone contact with Mr. Steven Meza in reference to the Final Audit Notice sent on July 14, 202 1. I offered 
to assist him with amending the 2020 P4 Expenditure, Sequence # I . Since he was driving, he indicated he would give me a call 
back as soon as possible for my assistance. DLH 

8/26/21 - Spoke with Steven Meza, Candidate, regarding amend ing the report for this audit. We attempted to delete a transaction 
and also to delete the entire report, however, due to a system issue we could not do so. I am not sure if it was his system or 
DO E's EFS system. I advised him that I would notify the auditor regarding this issue and notate our conversation and attempts at 
amending the report. I advised him that the auditor will give him a call back on 8/27 /21 to try to correct the error due to the after 
hours time today. Advised Mr. Howard, Auditor of the call and told him to give Mr. Meza a call back tomorrow to assist him. -
stb 

08/26/2021 - I made phone contact with Mr. Steven Meza in reference to the Final Audit Notice sent on Ju ly 14, 2021 . I offered 
to assist him with amending the 2020 P4 Expenditure, Sequence #1. Since he was driving, he indicated he would give me a call 
back as soon as possible for my assistance. DLH 

07 / I 4/2021 I attempted to make phone contact with Mr. Steven Meza to offer my assistance in correcting the completion errors 
and compliance issues addressed in the second notice sent on June 25 , 202 1. Since I did not get an answer, I had to leave a SMS 
Notification. The Final Notice was sent since none of the problems were corrected . DLH 

06/25/2021 - I attempted to make phone contact with Mr. Steve Meza on June 18, 2021 , but since I did not get an answer, I had 
to leave a voice message requesting a return call. He called me back a few days later. I informed him that I was willing to ass ist 
him with his audit errors and compliance issues detailed in the audit report sent on March 24, 2021. He indicated that he did not 
have the time at that moment but would give me a call back when avai lab le. To date, I have not received a call back from Mr. 
Meza. Second Notice Sent. DLH 

06/1 8/2021 - I attempted to make phone contact with Mr. Steven Meza to provide assistance in correcting the completion and 
compliance issues detailed in the first Audit Notice sent March 24, 2021. Since I did not get an answer, I had to leave a message 
requesting a return call. DLH 



Unique ID 

68819 

Ref: Email Sent 

Steven Meza 
Candidate for State Senator 

HISTORY NOTES 
Steven Meza - 7 4884 

Date Recorded Last Edited Date 

5/8/2020 8:48:00 AM 

10820 West Sample Road , Apt. 14007 
Coral Springs, Florida 33065 

I have included a copies of the returned mailed documents attached to this email. 

Orginally Recorded By 

dlhoward 

Please update your address with us. You may do so by either logging into EFS and changing it in the Campaign Account 
section , or by sending us a signed letter stating the address change. 

You may send the signed written letter to : 

Bureau of Election Records 
Florida Department of State 
R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 
500 S. Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

You may email a copy of the letter to: 
· ElecRecords@dos.myflorida.com 

Or by fax to : 

850-245-6259 or 850-245-6260 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 850-245-6280. 

Daryl L. Howard 
Department of State 
Division of Elections - Regulatory Specialist 1 
500 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
(850) 245-6249 

68818 

Ref: Returned Mail 

5/8/2020 8:46:00 AM dlhoward 

I attempted to make contact with Mr. Steven Meza in reference to returned mail (Fine Letter) sent on April 13, 2020 and 
returned undelivered on April 28, 2020. Please note that it appears that the mailing address for Mr. Meza was updated on April 
17, 2020 after this letter was sent. Upon my call , I did not get an answer. Therefore , I had to leave a voice message 
requesting a return call. For his proper response to the fine letter, I emailed a copy of the fine letter to Mr. Meza using the 
email address posted on file . Therefore, the returned letter was boxed into box #531 . DLH 

68518 4/8/2020 4:31 :00 PM ejrowlette 

Re : Returned mail 
I called the candidate and to ld him we had returned mail for him from his West Sample Road address. He said he had mailed 
to us a new change of address. I told him that he could also change his address using EFS. ( I explained how he could go 
into his EFS account, click on campaign account and update his information there.) I also informed him that the returned 
letter concerned a fine for the late filing of the February 1 O report . I directed him to the DOE website, explained how he could 
look up his candidate name and campaign documents to find the letter. He wanted to know if he could dispute the fine. I told 
him that on the letter information concerning how to appeal the fine. Ejr 

Page 1 of 2 8/30/2021 



Unique ID 

67990 

RE: Returned Mail 

HISTORY NOTES 
Steven Meza - 7 4884 

Date Recorded Last Edited Date 

2/21/2020 11 :52:00 AM 2/21/2020 12:24:41 PM 

Orginally Recorded By 

dlhoward 

02/21/2020 - I made phone contact with Steven Meza in reference to returned mail (Acknowledgement Letter) sent on 
January 15, 2020 and returned to this office on February 21, 2020. I noticed that the returned mail was missing the apartment 
number (Apt.# 1407). Mr. Meza informed me that he'd already received his credential information over the phone and that his 
2020 M1 Report, due February 10, 2020 had already been filed . I forwarded the returned mail to Mr. Meza's correct address of 
record. Therefore, the returned documents were scanned, redacted and boxed into box #529 . DLH 

67697 1/16/2020 9:17:00 AM mcchellman 

Re AffofUB, called Can 9: 15 am advising he needed to submit original Affs with counties he's submitting Pets to . He said he 
sent this one to us in error. He said he read originals need to be filed with the SOEs in the handbook after he sent this . He 
understood this one had been filed with us at this point and could not be used for that purpose, that new original Affs would 
need to be submitted to SOEs. 

Page 2 of 2 8/30/2021 
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	I.  Preliminary Information:
	1.  Respondent was a 2020 candidate for State Senator, District 33; he was defeated in the primary election held on August 18, 2020.  Respondent was a first-time candidate.
	2.  An Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (DS-DE 9) was filed on January 14, 2020.  Respondent was appointed as campaign treasurer.  To review the DS-DE 9, refer to Exhibit 1.
	3.  Respondent filed a Statement of Candidate with the Division on January 14, 2020, in which Respondent certified he had been provided access to read and understand the requirements of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes.  To review the Statement of Candidate, refer to Exhibit 2.
	4.  An acknowledgement letter was mailed to the address provided on the DS-DE 9 on January 15, 2020.  The letter advised Respondent that all candidates filing reports with the Division are required to file by means of the Division’s electronic filing system (EFS).  Respondent was provided with a user identification number and initial password allowing access to the EFS.
	5.  The acknowledgement letter also advised Respondent that all of the Division’s publications and reporting forms are available on their website, including Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook and the Calendar of Reporting Dates.  The letter further advised that it was Respondent’s responsibility to read, understand, and follow the requirements of Florida’s election laws.  To review the acknowledgement letter, refer to Exhibit 3.
	THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
	II.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.07(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes:
	6.  I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by failing to file amended report(s) for the following campaign treasurer report(s) after receiving notice from the filing officer:  2020 P4 and 2020 TR.
	7.  The Division sent correspondence to the address provided on the DS-DE 9 notifying Respondent that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were incomplete. The correspondence included error report(s) referencing the following report(s): 2020 P4 and 2020 TR. To review the correspondence and error report(s), refer to Exhibit 5.
	8.  On July 14, 2021, the Division sent a letter marked “Final Notice” with delivery confirmation to the address provided on the DS-DE 9 notifying Respondent that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were incomplete.  The letter included an error report referencing the following report(s):  2020 P4 and 2020 TR.  It was confirmed delivered on July 19, 2021.  However, the “Final Notice” was returned to the Division unclaimed on October 14, 2021.  To review the “Final Notice,” error report, delivery confirmation, and returned envelope, refer to Exhibit 6. 
	9.  As noted above, the “Final Notice” was confirmed delivered on July 19, 2021, though it was returned to the Division unclaimed on October 14, 2021.  The Division filed the referral on September 3, 2021.  By filing the referral, the Division affirmed that as of that date, the reports at issue had not been amended to correct all errors identified by the Division. To review the reports at issue, refer to Exhibit 7.
	10.  Respondent did not respond to the referral.
	11.  I interviewed Respondent in order to provide an opportunity to respond to the allegations made in the referral.  Respondent stated that he moved numerous times between the start of his campaign and the present, thus impeding some timely correspondence with the Division. When asked about the failure to timely amend the reports at issue, Respondent stated that he had many technical difficulties with the Division’s EFS log-in.  He elaborated that he had problems submitting amendments and saving new reports within EFS.  To review the phone log, refer to Exhibit 8.  
	12.  Division records show Respondent corresponded with the Division regarding misdirected or returned mail between February 21, 2020, and May 8, 2020. Division records also show that Division staff called Respondent on several occasions between June 18, 2021, and August 26, 2021, and offered to assist him in amending reports.  The records note that Respondent and Division staff experienced a “system issue” that impeded report amendment on August 26, 2021; Division staff noted, “I am not sure if it was his system or DOE’s EFS system.”  To review the Division records, refer to Exhibit 9.
	III.  Alleged Violation of Section 106.19(1)(d), Florida Statutes:
	13. I investigated whether Respondent violated this section of the election laws by making or authorizing one or more expenditure(s) prohibited by Chapter 106, Florida Statutes.
	14. The Division’s Sum of Contributions vs. Expenditures report showed an apparent deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 P3, 2020 P6, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR. To review the report, refer to Exhibit 10.
	THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
	15.  I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository covering the following reporting periods:  2020 P2, 2020 P3, 2020 P4, 2020 P5, 2020 P6, 2020 P7, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR.  There were two instances during that timeframe in which the campaign account balance was negative. 
	 On 7/13/20, a $156.00 withdrawal relative to “Card Reversal of Credit” took the account to a               -$122.72 balance.
	 Two deposits on 7/22/20 and 7/28/20, took the account back to a $0.00 balance.
	 On 9/9/20, an expenditure in the amount of $19.99 took the account to a -$5.45 balance.  
	 On 9/10/20, a deposit of $19.09 brought the account balance back to $13.64.  
	To review the bank records, refer to Exhibit 11.  To review bank statements reflecting the negative balance, refer to Exhibit 11, pages 5 and 11.
	16.  Respondent did not respond to the referral.
	17.  I interviewed Respondent in order to provide an opportunity to respond to the allegations made in the referral.  When asked about the apparent deficits in the campaign account, Respondent stated he did not recall any negative balances in the campaign depository, though he became aware of apparent deficits in his campaign treasurer’s reports toward the end of the campaign. Regarding the $156.00 chargeback referenced above, Respondent stated he did not know what happened, but indicated that he thought people may have canceled their contributions.  During the investigation, Respondent provided a copy of the Division’s Sum of Contributions vs. Expenditures report with the hand-written notation “Refund” next to the $156.00 withdrawal referenced above.  To review the phone log, refer to Exhibit 8.  To review the document submitted by Respondent, refer to Exhibit 13.
	IV.  Alleged Violation of Sections 106.07(5), 106.19(1)(b), and 106.19(1)(c), Florida Statutes:
	18. I investigated whether Respondent violated these sections of the election laws by certifying that one or more campaign treasurer report(s) were true, correct, and complete when they were not, failing to report one or more contribution(s), and falsely reporting or deliberately failing to include information in one or campaign treasurer report(s) due to an apparent deficit balance in the following reporting period(s):  2020 P3, 2020 P6, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR.  
	19.  I reviewed bank records from the designated campaign depository and compared them with campaign treasurer report(s) covering the following reporting period(s):  2020 P2, 2020 P3, 2020 P4, 2020 P5, 2020 P6, 2020 P7, 2020 G1, and 2020 TR.  The results of my review are reflected in the table below.  To review the bank records, refer to Exhibit 11.  To review the campaign treasurer report(s), refer to Exhibits 7 and 14.  To review Respondent’s filing history, refer to Exhibit 15.
	Comparison of Campaign Treasurer Report(s) with Bank Records
	20.  Respondent did not respond to the referral.  
	21. I called Respondent for the purpose of providing an opportunity to discuss the allegations made in the referral.  Respondent explained that the 2020 election was his first campaign and, due to the pandemic, he served as his own campaign treasurer. Lastly, Respondent did not recall receiving any version (digital or hard copy) of Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, or the Candidate and Campaign Treasurer Handbook. However, Respondent explained that, while he was reporting, he had to reach out for the Handbook to the Division and was told to find it online. Respondent stated that during the first reporting period, he located Chapter 106, Florida Statutes, and the Handbook and reviewed these sources online.  Respondent asserted that he made a good faith effort to rectify the issue and that the whole thing was a learning experience.  To review the phone log, refer to Exhibit 8.
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