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FEC # 24-267 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Citizens for Cleaner Government 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-267 

 
TO:  Elizabeth Benac, Chair 
 3917 Oak Grove Drive 
 Sarasota, FL 34243 
  

 
Division of Elections 
RA Gray Building, Room 316 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, June 23, 2025 at 1:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Zoom, at the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1 and entering the Meeting ID: 
865 0472 2298 and Passcode: 885875. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 30, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1
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FEC # 24-267 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal of an intent to revoke a registration, of a Political Committee, 
Electioneering Communications Organization, or a Political Party, the Division of Elections has issued you a 
notice of intent, citing the reasons for which it intends to cancel your registration.  By filing the appeal, you have 
asked the Commission to recommend that the Division’s Notice of Intent be set aside.  You are required to explain 
why you believe your registration should not be cancelled.  Based upon the information you present, the 
Commission will issue a recommended order to the Division, in which it will either recommend that the Notice 
of Intent be set aside, or that the cancellation be upheld.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-24-267 
 
NAME: CITIZENS FOR CLEANER GOVERNMENT 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 08/20/2024 

DATE REPORT DUE: 07/19/2024 (2024 P3) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 07/22/2024 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 3 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $150.00 

FINE BASED ON:  (X) NUMBER OF DAYS (  )  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $2,791.78 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $103.98 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 07/22/2024 (Failure to File Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Citizens for Cleaner Government is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of 
Florida.  The PC’s chair is Elizabeth Benac and its treasurer is Patsy Ugarte.   

The PC is appealing the fine, claiming that they received incorrect information from the Division 
of Elections. According to Ms. Benac, she received credentials for an unfamiliar committee by 
mail and reached out to the Division to report the error. She notes that she was not provided with 
the correct PIN for her committee until after the report was due. Ms. Benac has provided 
documents to support the appeal. 
 

· The 2024 P3 Original Report covers the period from 07/06/24-07/12/24; it was due on 07/19/24. 
· The 2024 P3 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created on 07/08/24 and filed on 

07/22/24. 
· Citizens for Cleaner Government reported receiving 14 contributions, while making 11 

expenditures. 
· The Division of Elections provided one note that pertains to Citizens for Cleaner Government’s 

2024 P3 report. On 07/19/24, DOE staff called Ms. Benac regarding credentials.  
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: NONE.  

 
 
 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [X  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 



From: Donna Malphurs on behalf of Florida Elections Commission
To: Br"Axeton Wims
Subject: Fw: Late Fine for Campaign Treasurer Report due July 19, 2024 for PAC 88528, Citizens for Cleaner Government
Date: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 11:05:20 AM
Attachments: attachment 1.pdf

Please process

----- Forwarded by Donna Malphurs/OAG on 08/21/2024 11:04 AM -----

From: "Betsy Benac" <bbenac@hotmail.com>
To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Date: 08/20/2024 05:30 PM
Subject: Late Fine for Campaign Treasurer Report due July 19, 2024 for PAC 88528, Citizens for Cleaner Government

Dear Elections Commissioner: Today I received a letter from the Division of Elections stating that our PAC, Citizens for Cleaner Government has been
assessed a late fine of $ 150. 00. I just received the letter which is dated August 2, 2024,
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender 
You have not previously corresponded with this sender. 
 
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Dear Elections Commissioner: 

Today I received a letter from the Division of Elections stating that our PAC, Citizens for
Cleaner Government has been assessed a late fine of $ 150.00.  I just received the letter which
is dated August 2, 2024, as it was forwarded to my out of state address.  Therefore, please
accept this email as my appeal of this fine, and I will follow with a written letter in the mail.

The reasons for our late filing was that the letter with the information for Citizens for Cleaner
Government was mailed to me on July 18, 2024, and not received until well after the filing
date of July 19, 2024.  Prior to receipt of this correct, I received a letter from the Florida
Division of Elections dated July 10 addressed to myself as chairperson for the Committee of
the Islands (see attached).  This was terribly confusing, as I have nothing to do with this PAC-
and I called the Division of Elections to report their error.  

Because we were given incorrect information, and it was after hours on Friday, July 19 when
we did realized we did NOT have the correct PIN for Citizens for Cleaner Government (letter
received AFTER the incorrect letter and the July 19 deadline)-we had to wait until Monday,
July 22 to get the correct PIN.  We immediately filed the report on July 22 once we had the
correct PIN.

Therefore, we are appealing the fine.  Please let me know if you need further information.
 Thank you  for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Benac, Chairperson Citizens for Cleaner Government PAC #88528
3917 Oak Grove Drive



Sarasota, FL. 34243
Phone no:  941-685-4209
Sent from my iPad(See attached file: attachment 1.pdf)









FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY

(1) (2)

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number

(3) 3917 Oak Grove Drive           

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code

34243

(4)

Check box if address has changed since last report

Check appropriate box(es):

Candidate (office sought):

Political Committee Check If PC has DISBANDED

Committee of Continuous Existance Check If CCE has DISBANDED

Party Executive Committee

X

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS

Cover Period:    From To Report Type:

Original Amendment Special Election Report

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT

Cash & Checks

Loans

Total Monetary

In-Kind

Monetary Expenditures

Transfers to Office Account

Total Monetary

(8) Other Distributions

Certification

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.)

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Treasurer Deputy Treasurer

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Candidate Chaiman (PC/PTY Only

X
Signature Signature

X

X

X

Citizens for Cleaner Government 88528

Sarasota FL

$2,791.78 

$0.00

$2,791.78

$0.00

$103.98

$0.00

$103.98

07/06/2024 07/12/2024 P3

Prepared on: 8/22/24 11:34:13AM Reviewed On: 7/22/24   9:21 am



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Citizens for Cleaner Government 07/06/2024 07/12/2024

88528 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

to2024 P3

Amount

AmendIn-Kind Description

Contributor Occupation

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

07/08/2024

1 PARKER, NANCY

462 28TH AVENUE N

ST PETERSBURG, FL 34704 CHE

RETIREDI
$26.35  

07/08/2024

2 LINDGREN, CHERI

825 HONEYFLOWER LOOP

BRADENTON, FL 34212 CHE

HAIRDRESSERI
$52.40  

07/08/2024

3 BROWN, ROB

31355 PADDOCK PL

MYAKKA CITY, FL 34251 CHE

RETIREDI
$52.40  

07/08/2024

4 BENNETT, MICHAEL

7056 HAWKS HARBOR CIRCLE

BRADENTON, FL 34207 CHE

MEDIATORI
$1,000.00  

07/08/2024

5 SEVERSON, LYNNE

437 PALM TREE DRIVE

BRADENTON, FL 34210 CHE

HAIRDRESSERI
$50.00  

07/08/2024

6 LUH, LAWRENCE

214 147 STREET E

BRADENTON, FL 34212 CHE

RETIREDI
$52.40  

07/08/2024

7 WRIGHT, CORY

2700 GULF DR. #204

HOLMES BEACH, FL 34217 CHE

ARTISTI
$26.35  

07/08/2024

8 ROGERS, ROBERT

208 HERITAGE ISLES WAY

BRADENTON, FL 34212 CHE

ADMINISTRATORI
$200.00  

07/08/2024

9 LANGMAN, TAMMIE

11310 AUTUMN LEAF WAY

BRADENTON, FL 34212 CHE

ANALYSTI
$52.40  

07/08/2024

10 STROUD, KIM

704 132ND STREET CIRCLE NW

BRADENTON, FL 34212 CHE

HR DIRECTORI
$104.48  

07/08/2024

11 LIBMAN, STEPHEN

4135 BLAKE LANE

GLENVIEW, IL 60026 CHE

ATTORNEYI
$1,000.00  

07/08/2024

12 MORROW, CONSTANCE

3840 MARINERS WAY

CORTEZ, FL 34215 CHE

RETIREDI
$100.00  

07/08/2024

13 POLLOCK, WARNER

8735 BACKSHORE LANE

PARRISH, FL 34219 CHE

RETIREDI
$25.00  

07/08/2024

14 HUGHES, NANCY

14444 STIRLING DR

LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202 CHE

RETIREDI
$50.00  

Prepared on: 8/22/24 11:34:13AM* Incomplete Record 7/22/24   9:21 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Citizens for Cleaner Government 07/06/2024 07/12/2024

88528 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES

to2024 P3

Amount

Amend
PurposeType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

07/08/2024

1 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$2.40  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

2 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$2.40  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

3 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$2.40  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

4 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$1.35  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

5 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$2.40  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

6 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$4.48  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

7 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$1.35  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

8 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$40.30  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

9 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$40.30  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

10 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$2.30  

SERVICE FEE

07/08/2024

11 ANEDOT 

1340 POYDRAS ST STE 1770

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112

MON
$4.30  

SERVICE FEE

Prepared on: 8/22/24 11:34:13AM* Incomplete Record 7/22/24   9:21 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Citizens for Cleaner Government 07/06/2024 07/12/2024

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS

to2024 P3

Amount

Amend
Nature of AccountType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 8/22/24 11:34:13AM* Incomplete Record 7/22/24   9:21 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Citizens for Cleaner Government 07/06/2024 07/12/2024

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS

to2024 P3

Amount

AmendRelated Expenditure

Recipient Purpose

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 8/22/24 11:34:13AM* Incomplete Record 7/22/24   9:21 amReviewed On:
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