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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Mark A. Caruso 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 22-103 

 
TO:  Mark A. Caruso 
  
  
  

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-6596 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, August 16, 2022 at 8:30 am, or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, 306 HOB, Mashburn 
Hall, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.   

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 

        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
August 1, 2022 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Aut047 (11/08) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC 22-103 
 
NAME: MARK A. CARUSO 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 05/23/2022 

DATE REPORT DUE: 04/11/2022 (2022 M3) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 04/18/2022 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 7 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $156.67 

FINE BASED ON: (  )  NUMBER OF DAYS (  )  25% OF RECEIPTS (X)  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $210.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $626.68 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 04/12/2022 (Failure to File Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Mark A. Caruso was a candidate for State Representative, District 38, in the 2022 elections. 
Mark A. Caruso was his own treasurer. 
 
Mark A. Caruso is appealing the fine claiming that the report was completed on April 11th. According to 
Mr. Caruso, after receiving a letter stating his report was late, he called the Division on April 18th and 
spoke with “Mr. Ford.” He claims that he was unable to identify the issues with the report. Mr. Caruso 
asks for the fine to be reduced. 
 

 The 2022 M3 Original Report covers the period from 03/01/22-03/31/22; it was due on 04/11/22. 
 The 2022 M3 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created on 03/10/22 and filed on 

04/18/22. 
 Mark A. Caruso reported receiving 2 contributions while making 16 expenditures. 
 The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Mark A. Caruso’s 2022 M3 

report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: None. 

 
 

 

CANDIDATE  [ X ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] CITY  [  ] 









FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

CAMPAIGN TREASURER'S REPORT SUMMARY

(1) (2)

Candidate, Committe or Party Name I.D. Number

(3)            

Address (number and street) City State Zip Code

(4)

Check box if address has changed since last report

Check appropriate box(es):

Candidate (office sought):

Political Committee Check If PC has DISBANDED

Committee of Continuous Existance Check If CCE has DISBANDED

Party Executive Committee

X

(5) REPORT IDENTIFIERS

Cover Period:    From To Report Type:

Original Amendment Special Election Report

(6) CONTRIBUTIONS THIS REPORT (7) EXPENDITURES THIS REPORT

Cash & Checks

Loans

Total Monetary

In-Kind

Monetary Expenditures

Transfers to Office Account

Total Monetary

(8) Other Distributions

Certification

It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person to falsify a public record (ss.839.13, F.S.)

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Treasurer Deputy Treasurer

I certify that I have examined this report and it is 

true, correct and complete

Name of Candidate Chaiman (PC/PTY Only

X
Signature Signature

X

X

X

Mark A. Caruso 79766

$210.00 

$0.00

$210.00

$0.00

$626.68

$0.00

$626.68

03/01/2022 03/31/2022 M3

Prepared on: 6/27/22  3:13:17PM Reviewed On: 4/18/22  11:58 am



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Mark A. Caruso 03/01/2022 03/31/2022

79766 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED CONTRIBUTIONS

to2022 M3

Amount

AmendIn-Kind Description

Contributor Occupation

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

03/01/2022

1 TASKER, STEVEN

813 SEMINOLE AVE

LONGWOOD, FL 32750 CHE

NONEI
$200.00  

03/29/2022

2 SPEARS, DIANNA

10725 POINT OVERLOOK DRIVE

CLERMONT, FL 34711 CHE

NONEI
$10.00  

Prepared on: 6/27/22  3:13:17PM* Incomplete Record 4/18/22  11:58 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Mark A. Caruso 03/01/2022 03/31/2022

79766 Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES

to2022 M3

Amount

Amend
PurposeType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

03/01/2022

1 STAPLES 

4215 LAKE MARY BLVD

LAKE MARY, FL 32746

MON
$28.12  

CAMPAIGN OFFICE SUPPLIES

03/02/2022

2 UCF 

4100 N ALAFAYA TRAIL

ORLANDO, FL 32817

MON
$5.00  

EVENT PARKING

03/02/2022

3 BURGER FI 

4100 N ALAFAYA TRAIL

ORLANDO, FL 32817

MON
$34.53  

EVENT FOOD

03/05/2022

4 USPS 

1065 E STATE ROAD 434

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

MON
$16.24  

POSTAGE

03/07/2022

5 USPS 

1065 E STATE ROAD 434

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

MON
$58.00  

POSTAGE

03/07/2022

6 STAPLES 

5779 S HWY 1792

CASSELBERRY, FL 32707

MON
$35.27  

CAMPAIGN OFFICE SUPPLIES

03/09/2022

7 USPS 

1065 E STATE ROAD 434

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

MON
$58.00  

POSTAGE

03/15/2022

8 USPS 

1065 E STATE ROAD 434

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

MON
$116.58  

POSTAGE

03/22/2022

9 USPS 

1065 E STATE ROAD 434

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

MON
$58.00  

POSTAGE

03/23/2022

10 USPS 

1065 E STATE ROAD 434

WINTER SPRINGS, FL 32708

MON
$58.00  

POSTAGE

03/27/2022

11 WALMART 

3653 S ORLANDO DR

SANFORD, FL 32773

MON
$4.00  

CAMPAIGN OFFICE SUPPLIES

03/23/2022

12 VISTA PRINT 

275 WYMAN STREET

WALTHAM, MA 02451

MON
$51.35  

CAMPAIGN BUSINESS CARDS

03/22/2022

13 AMAZON 

12340 BOGGY CREEK RD

ORLANDO, FL 32824

MON
$13.05  

CAMPAIGN OFFICE SUPPLIES

03/21/2022

14 AMAZON 

12340 BOGGY CREEK RD

ORLANDO, FL 32824

MON
$10.97  

CAMPAIGN OFFICE SUPPLIES

03/08/2022

15 VISTA PRINT 

275 WYMAN STREET

WALTHAM, MA 02451

MON
$79.17  

CAMPAIGN BUSINESS CARDS

03/28/2022

16 SEMINOLE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION 

1500 E. AIRPORT BLVD

SANFORD, FL 32773

MON
$0.40  

PETITION VERIFICATION

Prepared on: 6/27/22  3:13:17PM* Incomplete Record 4/18/22  11:58 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Mark A. Caruso 03/01/2022 03/31/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED FUND TRANSFERS

to2022 M3

Amount

Amend
Nature of AccountType

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 6/27/22  3:13:17PM* Incomplete Record 4/18/22  11:58 amReviewed On:



Name: Period:Report:

ID:

Mark A. Caruso 03/01/2022 03/31/2022

Page 1 of 1CAMPAIGN TREASURER’S REPORT – ITEMIZED DISTRIBUTIONS

to2022 M3

Amount

AmendRelated Expenditure

Recipient Purpose

Type

Full Name

(Last, Suffix, First, Middle

Street Address & City, State, Zip

Seq #

Date

** Records in Filed Report **

,  

Prepared on: 6/27/22  3:13:17PM* Incomplete Record 4/18/22  11:58 amReviewed On:





search | directory | contact us | 411 | subscribe | tour | help

Florida Department of State - Division of Elections
Florida Election System Reports

Candidate/Committee Lookup 

Name:

Election:


Acct: 79766

Type: Candidate 
Search Reset

Candidate Name: Mark A. Caruso
Account: 79766

Date Due Type Date Filed Status Days 
Late

Fine 
Assessed Appealed Amount 

Fined
Amount 

Paid
5/10/2022 M4 5/10/2022
4/11/2022 M3 4/18/2022 APP 7 $156.67 $156.67 $0.00
3/10/2022 M2 3/10/2022
2/10/2022 M1 2/10/2022
1/10/2022 M12 1/10/2022
12/10/2021 M11 12/10/2021
11/10/2021 M10 11/1/2021

Page 1 of 1FEC - Candidate/Committee Filing History Report

5/24/2022https://doesecure.dos.state.fl.us/fec/FilingHistory.Asp?AcctNum=79766&cboElection=&c...
















	1. CSR
	2. Appeal
	3. Fine Ltr
	4. Failure to File Ltr
	5. 2022 M3 Report
	6. Queued Transaction Report
	7. Filing History
	8. History Notes
	9. ACK from DOE
	10. Appt. of Campaign Treasurer
	11. Candidate Oath
	12. Statement of Candidate
	Redesignation Letter & Response
	Withdrawal Letter & Response



