
NOH 
FEC # 25-091 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
In Re:   Friends of Orlando Lamas 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 25-091 

 
TO:  Orlando Lamas, Chair 
 251 Swan Avenue 
 Miami Springs, FL 33166 

 
Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, April 22, 2026 at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: via Webinar at: Registration URL 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/17181422935246175, Webinar ID 325-697-827.  

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
March 27, 2026 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/17181422935246175
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FEC # 25-091 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on you for your 
failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you have asked the 
Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were unusual circumstances that 
excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If the Commission finds that the report 
was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  
The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission 
finds that the report was not timely filed and there were no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been made, the Commission 
will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the consent order, the case will be 
closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the 
consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been made, the Commission 
will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the consent order, the case will be 
closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the 
Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the Respondent 
committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the staff in its 
recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call others to testify, or 
introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission will only decide whether 
Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines whether a violation has occurred or 
a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; Chapter 28 
and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will decide whether the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  
However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations charged in the 
Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether Respondent’s actions in the 
case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the recommended fine.  If Respondent claims 
that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he must provide the Commission with written proof of 
his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC 25-091 
 
NAME: FRIENDS OF ORLANDO LAMAS 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 02/21/2025 

DATE REPORT DUE: 04/10/2023 (2023 M3) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 04/12/2023 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 2 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $3,7500.00 

FINE BASED ON: (  )  NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $15,000.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $0 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 04/11/2023 (Failure to File Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Friends of Orlando Lamas is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of Florida. 
The PC’s chair is Orlando Lamas, and its treasurer is Arianna Lamas.  

The PC is appealing the fine claiming that the Division of Elections made an error with the reporting dates 
and assessed an incorrect fine of $3,750.00. According to Mr. Lamas, the committee received a letter on 
March 25, 2024, indicating that the report due on March 10, 2023, was filed on April 12, 2023. The due date 
should have reflected April 10, 2023. The committee was assessed a late fine of $100.00, which was paid 
on December 18, 2024. The committee received a letter from Donna Brown confirming that the fine was 
paid in full. On January 28, 2025, the committee received a letter indicating that the report due on April 10, 
2023, was filed on April 12, 2024. Mr. Lamas notes that this is another error.  

The Division’s records show that the committee’s first report was the 2023 M3 Report due on April 10, 
2023. A letter was sent on May 2, 2023, regarding a notice of no report (waiver) that was filed on April 12, 
2023; however, records show that the report was filed several minutes after the waiver. 
 

 The 2023 M3 Original Report covers the period from 03/14/23-03/31/23; it was due on 04/10/23. 
 The 2023 M3 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created, filed, and amended on 

04/12/23.1 
 Friends of Orlando Lamas reported receiving 1 contribution while making zero expenditures. 
 FEC staff was advised, “The committee filed a waiver on 04/12/23. A waiver is not a report. The 

committee filed a report showing $15,000.00 of activity. The fine is based on 25% of the activity.” 
 The Division of Elections provided one note that pertains to Friends of Orlando Lamas’s 2023 M3 

Report. On 04/12/23, Division staff released credentials by phone to Russell Doster as requested.  
 

PRIOR CASES: None. 
 

CORRECTION OF FINE: THE FINE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN ASSESSED INCORRECTLY. IT SEEMS THAT NO 

FINE IS DUE. 
 

 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [ X ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO  [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 



19-Feb-2025 22:15 From: 

Flo.dda . Division of Elections 
R.A. Gray Buildlng.l~oom 3.16 
500 ~outh Bronaugh sireet 
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-025Chi 

To whom it ,nay cpn~ern:, 

Ref: PAC8387~ 

Orlando Lamas, Chairtnan 
Friends of Orlando la.mas 

951 Swan AvenLJe 
rvliam i Springs, Florida 

February 18, 2025 
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We have received the Letter from your department dated January 28, 2025 (copy attached).stating th.at 
the .Ca mpatgn Treasurer's Rep.art due on April 10, 2023 was filed on April 12; 2024 and th.at we are 
automaticqlJy assessed 9 lat~ fin{;? o.f.$.3;750,00. That report was fried on April 121 .20231 not Aprtl 12, 

2024 .. Also attached isthe=Statement of Organization Letter dated March 27, 2023 stating that any 
politic;al committee faiHng to fjle· a. report oh the designat~d due d~te is subject to a finll of $50 per day 
for the first ~hree dc1ys late. On .March 25, 2024 we received a Letter stating that the Campaign 
Treasurer~s Repoft .due on March 10, 2023 (this.it an error; sho~ld be, April 10, 2.023} was fil~d cin Apdi 
1i, 2023 and we were assessed a late fine of $100.00, This was paid on December 18, 2024 and we 
received a letter from Donna Brown stating that the fine for the late filing was paid in fulf.. (Letter 
attached). 

In summary, the Oivision of Elections has rna~e an error in stating that the repo1t due April 10, 2023 was 
·filed on April 12,.Z024, it 1.vas filed on April 12, .2023 a11d the late filing fee of $3,750.00 should be 
rev~rsed . 

. $int~rely, 

Orlando la·rnas. 
Chairman 

p.1 
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Campaign finance Onifo.e hl1p5:J/cfs.dos.staie..tiosfCFOnl.ineFm1Set.J·(t1i1 

·Signed On As.: 83879 Tue~y. Februc1r~ 18, 1025. 

Friendso.f Orlando·L~mas(8J879-PAC) 
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19-Feb-2025 22:18 From: 

D~etnber ;26; 2()24 

Mr, Orlando Lamas 
Frfo:11ds of Orlando Lamas 
951 Swan Avenue • 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Cord llyrd 

Se.cr.el;trj• of Slate 
DIViS.ION OP ELECTCONS 

Miami Springs FL 33166-JJ 66 

Dear Mr. l,am~s-: 

+16813100710 

This office bas received your check numbed 16 tn :the amount of SIQO, 00 as payment for the fme 
assessed for the ·tate.tiling of the. M~h lO, 2023,.~-a.mpaign treas.wets report. According to our 
te~otds_, this·finc i$ paid in fall. • 

Thank yo_tl for your cooperation in this ni:atter. 

bonna S. Bro\liJl'} Chief 
:Surcau ofElection Recorqs 

Thu R.A, G,::ay Buildi~. Room 316 • 500 South llronough Street • Ta.Ual~seo FI, 323,_9·02SO· • (850)24$,6240 
($SO) i4S-6260 {f:axi • DOS,l\tyft'fortthl;com/El~ctlons • El1wRec'cJrds(@,dos.m):,fl.fJrida.com 
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19-Feb-2025 22:17 From: 

FLORIDA OEPART11ENT OF ,STATE 
Cord Bvrd 

March 25, 2024 

Oi:la,ndo Lamas, Chairperson 
F tie.nds of Orlando Lamas 
951, S'i.:vai1 Avenue 
Mfami•Springs, FL 33166-:3166 

Secretµry ofStaJ:e 

DIVISION .OF ELECTIONS 

+16813100710 

PAC.83879 

The c~mpaig11 tr~asute:r's repori:tha.twas·due on·M11rch•10;i2023:, was filed on April 12,2023. By law, 
you are·automatically assessed a late fine of$l00.00. 

You have 20 days- from the rec~ipt of this notice to .either: 

1. Pay-the fine to the fforida Division of Elections (Fqr a candidate Ciil~y; a fine is h_ot an 
aUowable campaign expepditwe and must be paid.from personal fonds) ai: 

F1ortda .Division of Elections 
R.A. Gniy Buihling, Room. 316 
SOO South Jh-ollQugh Stred 
Talkzh9sse-e, .F1orida 32J99-0i5QJ 1 

2-, App.erilthe fine ~o the . Florida Elections Commission (See.Rules 28-1.005 and 2B-l .0055~ 
Florida. A<lniini.strat.ive Got:!Q) at 

Flo1'ida Elections Commissioiz 
107 We~\·t Gah1e.s Street,. ~'te. 424 
TallahQ.\'S(!€i, Florida 32399-0150 

If you ~ppeal,: please send a copy also to the Florid(!. Divisfo.n. ofE!ea,cliqns so that you will not 
receive further notic~s from the.Division about this matter. 

Ifyou have any questions, please contact the .. be.lp desk at (850) 245-6280. 

Donna 8. B'tQ\vn, Chcif;,f 
Bureau of Election .Records 

The.RA .. Gnzy B~ilding, Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Trulahassee-FL 32399-02.50 • (850)245-6240 
(85.0) 245-6260 Jfax) • DOS.MyFforida.comtEledioil~ • BiecRe.i:ords(?4dos. m>.f/'orida. ~om 
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19-Feb-2025 22:17 

llON DESANTl& 
Governor 

From : 

March 2 7 ,. 2023 

Orlando J:,arnas, Ch.;iiq,erson 
Frie.nds·ofOriando Lamas 
951 s~~n Ave.nue 
Mia:mi Springs.,, Fl. 33 I 66 

Dear Mr. Lamas: 

+16813100710 

CORJ) BYJU> 
Secretary of State 

This wiH acknowledge receipt of the Statement of Organization .and Appointment of Campaign 
Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository for friends oi Orlando Lamas, which were 
placed .on file in our office on March 24, 2023. This information appears to compty ,vi1h the 
requfrer1wnts9f S~ction 106.03, Florida Statutes, an,d .th.e name of this organization has been phiced 
on our active committee list as -a political committee. 

Camp~ign Tr-ell_surer's Renorts 

Your first campaign treasurefs report will be due on A.prilJQ, 2()23. The report will covet lhe 
period ofMa.rch I ~31, 2023·(2023 M3}. AU politjc+il committees t11at me reports whh the Division 
dElections are.requ1rc~lto file by means of tQe Division's Elecironic FH1ng System (E}S). 

EFSAccess 

Belov,r. is the web addre,ss "to acct:ss the EFS and the comrnitlce1s ·user identificati:on number. 
Endosed are the commhte.e'$ confi:dcntiat, filing credetUiah,. • • • • • • 

EFS We.bsi.te Address: https:J/efs.dos,state. fl .1.1s 

ld~nUfkntion Nu.mber:. 83879 

Timelv Filing 

Alt reports must be completed and filed through th.e EFS no later than midni~t, Eastern Standard 
lime, of the due date: :Reports n(1f filed by midnight of the due date are late file.cl and subjectto 
the penalties in Section 10:6.07(8), .Florida .Statute.s. ln the event that the EF$ is. in<>pen1blc on the 

Divi.$iO-n Qf ~locUons 

p.1 
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19-Feb-2025 22:17 From: 

Orlando Lamas,. (:bairperso.n 
March 17. 2023 
PageTwq 

+16813100710 

.d.ue. dat~, the reJ>Qrt wiil be acc~pted as timely ·filed .if filed no later ·than rtiicfnigJ1t, Eastern 
$,t~ndard Tim¢, Qf ih~ fir!?t b1Jsfness day the EFS becomes ()per~ble. No fine willbe levied during 
the period the EFS was inoperable. 

Any po1iticalc◊mITiitte1,rfailh:igto :fil~ a report 01:rthe-des'ign~t~d:dmf date is suhject ·to. a fine of 
$ 50 pelday for tne first (hre~ days late f.l:Od~· lhttea'fter, $500. per. day for cacl1 late day; no11o·e'xc'eed 
25% .ofithe·fotal receipts .. or experiditutes,; whfohever is._greate.r, for the pe.d.od .cover~d· by the late 
report However, for the reports inunediate.Jy preceding each pritnary and general election, the 
.fine. shall be $500 perda:y for each lateda)\ n~tto exceed 25% of the total receipts or expenditures, 
whichever is greater, for the period covered by the late report . 

. ElectronfoRec~ipts 

The person .submhtipg the rep()rt on. the ~FS will be issued an electronic receipt indicating and 
verifying the report was filed. Each canipa1gn tr~asurer's report filed by means of the Efs· i$ 

.Considered to be under oath by t.he ch.aitp~t.son anti campaign, treasuwr, and .such pers~ns 8-re 
subject to the provisions of.Sc~tion 106.07(5):, Jt)9rida Statuies. 

Instructions and Assis.tance 

.An o.nline instructionguidc is availabk ta.you on. theJ:,FS to ·assi.st with navigation; dntti entry, -and 
stibmission. of report~. The Division of Elections will also provide assistance to all users by 
contacting the EFS HelpDesk at (850) 245-6280, 

All of tbe: .Uiyisionis p11.bJi<:atlons and rcporti._g forms are available on the Division of 
Electiol:ls' website at bttps!J/dos.mvflorida.s;omlelections. It is _your :respon'sibility to tead~. 
understand, and follow the fequire:me:ilts of Flo:rida's elettion. laws~ Theref(n·c, ple~sc .print 
a copy Qf tb~ foiJi:>wing documents: Cbapter 106; Florida Statutes,. Poliiieal Com1nittee 
Handbook>· Calendar ofReporUng Dates, and Rule lS.~2.017, Florida Administr:atiye Code. 

Please let me .know if you need additional infonnation. 

Donna S; Brown~ Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

DSB/bc:t 

Endosures 

pc: Ariim11a.La1nas~ Treasurer 
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19-Feb-2025 22:16 From: 

FLORIDA DEPARTM.ENf Of STA TE 
Cord:13yrd 

Secr~~ry ~f Stace 

DIVISION OF ELECTION$ 

1;$1>!!111ACK!MG it 9488 8178 8\J20 32.4~ •6141 04 

+16813100710 

Final Not:foe. 
Delivery Confirmation: . ..... ~~ ~~t-~!~.-~::?..~~r.~:~.:2~, ... .. ........ •· ~ .. --,··----.•· -··· ,.., • 

January 2:8, 202$ 

Orlando. La.mas; Ch1:1irperson 
FricndS: of Orlail.4o: Lamll$ 
95·1 Swan Avenue 
Miami Springs, FLJ3166~3166 

Oe.ar Mr.. Lamas: 

PAC $3379 

The campaign treaimrer'sreport that \Vas due on Apr:iLlO, 2023, ·wns filed ou April n, 2.024; By law; yo-u 
are automatically as~e$Sed a late• fine of $3.,750.00. •• 

You. h~ve 20 ~Rys from tl,e receipt of this notic~do ~ither: 

l. Pay the fo1c·to the f hlridn Dh:isic:m. of :Electiomi (For a candidate on fy; •a fme iS not roi 

allowable campaign expe,uditurc and·mtJ$t be paid from personal funds) at: 

Flo'l'ida Divi$ion o/ElediQ1r.s 
~A. Gray Building, Room .. JJ 6 
50(} ;rouih BroJ10,1gll Stree, 
tallahassee,. Flarltla 32399-.02S011 

i. Appeal the fine to the Flot.ida·EJections Commissinn (Seo Rules Zlhl..O05 and 2B-1 :ooss, 
H.orida.A.dministrative. Code) at 

Florida Elections Commfs3fo1i 
107'JViistGaine.rStreel, Ste. 214 
Tallalras,rec, Flu.rkl<.,.31399'-0150 

lf you appeal~ please s~nd a copy also to: the Florida Divi~iun of El~tfoi:ts so thal you will .not 
receive furth~r notices t):orn tli~ Piv.isfon about this matter. 

lf you hav~ ~ny. que£11,ms, please con1act.thc help de~k at (8$0) 24S""6280. 

:'~-· < ~ •• . . ~ 2:) . ' <J-~ .... , ___ _ 

Donna S. Dro:wn, Chief 
Buteau ·of Election Records 

11leR.A.. Gray Building, Room 3 i 6 ·~ :50.0 Soptl1 ~iottoug_h Str.eet • Tullahassee FL 32399..025() • (aSO) 245•624(i 
f850} 24$-620_0 (fax) • DO$.~J<')orida.cort1/Electlous • $led{ecords<Jv,dcs.m-;lforida.cr>m 
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Friends of Orlando Lamas

Queued Items for 2023-M3

83879Account:

1Rpt Seq:

ProcessDescription SubmitterStatus Created LastUpdate

Create Pending Report 83879Processing Complete 4/12/2023 11:32:37 AM 4/12/2023 11:32:37 AM

Review Pending Report 83879Processing Complete 4/12/2023 11:32:41 AM 4/12/2023 11:32:41 AM

File Pending Report 83879Processing Complete 4/12/2023 11:33:15 AM 4/12/2023 11:33:15 AM

Amend Filed Report 83879Processing Complete 4/12/2023 11:46:23 AM 4/12/2023 11:46:23 AM

Review Pending Report 83879Processing Complete 4/12/2023 11:47:54 AM 4/12/2023 11:47:54 AM

File Pending Report 83879Processing Complete 4/12/2023 11:48:31 AM 4/12/2023 11:48:31 AM
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HISTORY NOTES

Unique ID Date Recorded Last Edited Date Orginally Recorded By

Friends of Orlando Lamas  -  83879

79175

RE: Credential Request form

Called Russell Doster to provide Chairperson password and PIN to him. Got voice mail. Left message requesting callback.

4/14/2023 11:15:00 AM kaford

79172

Re: Confidential Credentials

I released the credentials to Mr. Russell Doster over the phone and as authorized by the credential request form received by 
this off on April 12, 2023. DLH

4/12/2023 11:28:00 AM dlhoward
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