
NOH 
FEC # 21-480 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

In Re:   Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-480 

TO:  Robert H. Fernandez, Esquire 
RHF Law Firm
2600 S. Douglas Road, Ste. 305 
Coral Gables, FL 33134

Miami-Dade County SOE 
2700 NW 87th Avenue 
Miami, FL 33172 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, May 17, 2022 at 8:30 am, or as soon thereafter 
as the parties can be heard, at the following location: House Office Building, 402 South Monroe Street, 306 HOB, Mashburn 
Hall, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.   

Meeting attendees, the Commission will make every reasonable effort to hold your hearing on Tuesday, May 17, 2022.  
However, any unfinished business will carry over to Wednesday, May 18, 2022, no earlier than 9:00 am. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing. 
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows: 

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 
case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 
on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 
record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 

See further instructions on the reverse side.  

Tim Vaccaro 
Florida Elections Commission 
April 28, 2022 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.



Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Suite 224 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6596 

Telephone: (850) 922-4539 · Facsimile: (850) 921-0783 
FEC@myfloridalegal.com · www.fec.state.fl.us  

L to R RE case not heard.docx 

March 3, 2022 

Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 
Rene Garcia, Director 
1460 NW 107th Avenue, Suite P 
Doral, FL  33172-2734 

RE:  Case No.:  FEC 21-480; Respondent: Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 

The Florida Elections Commission at its last regularly scheduled meeting was unable to hear this 
case. Therefore, this case has been rescheduled for its next meeting, which is scheduled for May 
17-18, 2022, in Tallahassee.  A notice of hearing indicating the exact date and time will be mailed
approximately 14 days before the hearing.

If you have any questions, please contact us at the number listed above or at 
fec@myfloridalegal.com. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Vaccaro 
Executive Director 

TV/dam 
cc:  Miami-Dade County SOE, Complainant 

mailto:FEC@myfloridalegal.com
http://www.fec.state.fl.us/
mailto:fec@myfloridalegal.com




2600 S. Douglas Road, Suite 305 

  Coral Gables, FL 33134 

  (786) 315-4479  

  RFernandez@rhflawfirm.com 
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January 31, 2022 

 

 

Via E-mail 

 

Tim Vaccaro 

Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 

107 West Gaines Street 

Collins Building, Suite 224 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050 

fec@myfloridalegal.com 

 

 

 Re: FEC Case Nos. 21-480 

Complaints Filed Against Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 

   

Dear Director Vaccaro: 

  

I am writing you on behalf of the Republican Party of Miami-Dade County (“RPMDC”).  

I have just been retained by RPMDC to respond to the above identified complaint filed with the 

Florida Elections Commission (the “Complaint”).  Please accept this as my formal Notice of 

Appearance on the above identified Complaint on behalf of RPMDC.  Therefore, kindly please 

direct all future correspondence and communications on behalf of RPMDC to my attention. 

 

It is my understanding that this Complaint is scheduled for hearing next Wednesday, 

February 9, 2022.  I am in the process of gathering all pertinent documents from the RPMDC in 

order to fully address and respond to the Complaint identified herein.  It is our goal to fully 

cooperate, verify all required information needed to updated and address the issue of any potential 

fines for the untimely disclosure of certain reports.  

 

I anticipate having additional information to provide to the Commission shortly for its 

review and consideration.  At this time, I would respectfully request a brief continuance of any 

informal hearing on the above identified Complaint to give me an opportunity to gather and review 

all relevant information to ensure reporting compliance.  
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2600 S. Douglas Road, Suite 305 

  Coral Gables, FL 33134 

  (786) 315-4479  

  RFernandez@rhflawfirm.com 
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In the meantime, if the Commission has any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

contact me at your convenience.  Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. 

       

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

       

       

Robert H. Fernandez 

 

 

cc: Miami-Dade County Commissioner Rene Garcia 

      Chair of Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 
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FEC # 21-480 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 21-480 

 
TO:  Republican Party of Miami-Dade County 
 Rene Garcia, Director 
 1460 NW 107th Avenue, Suite P 
 Doral, FL 33172-2734 
  

 
Miami-Dade County SOE 
2700 NW 87th Avenue 
Miami, FL 33172 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, February 9, 2022 at 9:00 am, or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: Residence Inn Tallahassee Universities at the Capitol, 600 
West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32304.   

 
Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  

Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   
 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
January 24, 2022 
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FEC # 21-480 

Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida Statutes; 
Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the Commission will 
decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable Cause. The 
Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-21-480 
 
NAME: REPUBLICAN PARTY OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED:  10/26/2021 

DATE REPORT DUE: 07/12/2021 ( 2021 Q2) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 10/05/2021 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 85 

AMOUNT OF FINE:$21,181.52* 

FINE BASED ON:  ()NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS ()  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $84,726.08 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $60,432.34 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 07/20/2021 (Failure to File Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Republican Party of Miami-Dade County is a Political Party Executive Committee (PTY) 
registered with the State of Florida. The PTY’s chair is Rene Garcia and its treasurer is Annette 
Hernandez. 

The PTY is appealing the fine.  According to the Executive Director, Brandon Diaz, the team handling the 
reports are new to the process. He states that "under the new leadership of Chairman Rene Garcia, 
Executive Director Brandon Diaz, and Treasurer Annette Hernandez" they hope to build a great 
relationship moving forward with the Florida Elections Commission and the Miami-Dade Elections 
Department.  
 

• The 2021 Q2 Original Report covers the period from 04/01/21-06/30/21; it was due on 07/12/21. 
• The 2021 Q2 Report shows that it was filed on 10/05/21. 
• Republican Party of Miami-Dade County reported receiving 43 contributions, while making 33 

expenditures. 
• The Miami-Dade Supervisor of Elections office provided a series of emails beginning 07/09/21 

that  pertain to the Republican Party of Miami-Dade County’s 2021 Q2 report. The emails have 
highlighted portions regarding notice of the late report.  

 
 

 
PRIOR CASES: 11-213(AF)-NUC- Fine $500 
 
CORRECTION OF FINE: *$4,250 ($50/day for 85 days)  

 
 
 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [X  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [X  ] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  

         
 

 



11/12/21, 10:23 AM Mail - Br'Axeton Wims - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGMwYjcyZGMwLTI0YWMtNDI2MC1hMmUxLWQ3NzAzOTJiNjVjNQAQAAUwhvWqHMZNsVuQUjD0vdM%3D 1/2

Fw: Case No.: FEC 21-480: Campaign Treasurers Report (21Q2)

Donna Malphurs <Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com>
on behalf of
Florida Elections Commission <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Fri 11/12/2021 10:06 AM
To:  Br'Axeton Wims <Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com>

3 attachments (1 MB)
20211109113352485.pdf; IMG_0001.pdf; Republican Party of Miami-Dade County PTY.pdf;

----- Forwarded by Donna Malphurs/OAG on 11/12/2021 10:05 AM -----


From: "Brandon Diaz" <brandon@miamidadegop.org>

To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>

Cc: "rene@nchdevelopment.com" <rene@nchdevelopment.com>, "annette.miamidadegop@gmail.com" <annette.miamidadegop@gmail.com>, "Mariela Jewett" <marielajewett@miamidadegop.org>,

"anthony@groundswellstrategies.net" <anthony@groundswellstrategies.net>

Date: 11/09/2021 12:07 PM

Subject: RE: Case No.: FEC 21-480: Campaign Treasurers Report (21Q2)


To whom it may concern,


As per the notice (attached) received on November 3rd, 2021 please find attached to this email the signed written statement from Chairman
Rene Garcia as well as the original fine notice. Please feel free to advise if you need anything else from us. We appreciate all your help, and
look forward to speaking with you all soon. 


Sincerely,


Brandon Diaz

Executive Director, Miami-Dade GOP

Ph: 786-548-1532 


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.linkedin.com/in/brandondiazmsm/__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!0xeHcdB9IEGeb4Xc7VXzU5NnnX-84YqIVP25IkgDSpruJSop7QiPRRsAFNwUJ14zsw$


11/12/21, 10:23 AM Mail - Br'Axeton Wims - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGMwYjcyZGMwLTI0YWMtNDI2MC1hMmUxLWQ3NzAzOTJiNjVjNQAQAAUwhvWqHMZNsVuQUjD0vdM%3D 2/2

Email: Brandon@MiamiDadeGOP.org

Address: 1460 NW 107 Avenue Suite P

Sweetwater, Florida 33172​

Web: https://linktr.ee/MiamiDadeGOP


(See attached file: 20211109113352485.pdf)(See attached file: IMG_0001.pdf)(See attached file: Republican Party of Miami-Dade County
PTY.pdf)


mailto:Brandon@MiamiDadeGOP.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://linktr.ee/MiamiDadeGOP__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!0xeHcdB9IEGeb4Xc7VXzU5NnnX-84YqIVP25IkgDSpruJSop7QiPRRsAFNyiqcLERQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://linktr.ee/MiamiDadeGOP__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!0xeHcdB9IEGeb4Xc7VXzU5NnnX-84YqIVP25IkgDSpruJSop7QiPRRsAFNyiqcLERQ$






REPUBLICAN PARTY 
OF MIAMI-DADE COUNT~ FLORIDA 

To whom it may concern, 

We hope this letter finds you well . On behalf of the Miami-Dade GOP we would like to 
respectfully request to appeal the 21Q2 Campaign Treasurer's Report fee of $21,181.52 dated from 
October 7th of 2021. We have notified via email and phone call the Miami-Dade Department of 
Elections Candidate Services Unit of our decision to appeal this fine we also have copied them on this 
letter. We understand the importance ofturning in these reports on time to the Florida Elections 
Commission. Being said unfortunately the last few months has seen many new faces come to the Miami­
Dade GOP our treasurer just recently joined our board and our new executive director has joined us less 
than a month ago our team handling these reports are new to the process which is why the late filling 
was made. 

As we discussed with the Miami-Dade Elections Department under the new leadership of 
Chairman Rene Garcia, Executive Director Brandon Diaz, and Treasurer Annette Hernandez our goal is 
to build a great relationship moving forward with the Florida Elections Commission as well as the 
Miami-Dade Elections Department. We hope you understand the nature of our appeal and appreciate all 
your assistance with the request. Please find the contact information below for our Executive Director as 
well as our office information if there may be the need for any clarification on this appeal. We look 
forward to hearing back from you all soon! 

Sincerely, 

Brandon Diaz 
Executive Director, Miami-Dade GOP 
Ph: 786-548-1532 
Email: Brandon@MiamiDadeGOP.org 

1460 NW I 07 Avenue • Suite P • Doral, Florida 33172-2734 • Tel: (305) 591-3840 • Fax: (305) 591-3860 
Paid for by the Republican Party of Miami-Dade, County. Not authorized by any candidate or committee. 
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