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FEC # 24-269 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

In Re:   Gary McManus 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 24-269 

 
TO:  Gary McManus 
 5455 Verna Blvd., Suite 61161 
 Jacksonville, FL 32236 
  

 
Division of Elections 
RA Gray Building, Room 316 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 
 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, June 23, 2025 at 1:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, via Zoom, at the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1 and entering the Meeting ID: 
865 0472 2298 and Passcode: 885875. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing.  
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

 
This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows:     
 
If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 

case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

 
If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 

addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 
 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

 
Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 

on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

 
The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 

record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 
 
If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 

West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 
 

 See further instructions on the reverse side.   
 
        Tim Vaccaro 
        Executive Director 

Florida Elections Commission 
May 30, 2025 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86504722298?pwd=ysJgh3XhxvJnTepZhKKfhbHZIGk252.1
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal of an intent to revoke a registration, of a Political Committee, 
Electioneering Communications Organization, or a Political Party, the Division of Elections has issued you a 
notice of intent, citing the reasons for which it intends to cancel your registration.  By filing the appeal, you have 
asked the Commission to recommend that the Division’s Notice of Intent be set aside.  You are required to explain 
why you believe your registration should not be cancelled.  Based upon the information you present, the 
Commission will issue a recommended order to the Division, in which it will either recommend that the Notice 
of Intent be set aside, or that the cancellation be upheld.



Aut047 (11/08) 

F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-24-269 
 
NAME: GARY MCMANUS 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 08/21/2024 

DATE REPORT DUE: 08/02/2024 (2024 P5) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 08/06/2024 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 4 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $31.25 

FINE BASED ON:  (..) NUMBER OF DAYS (X) 25% OF RECEIPTS (..)  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD: $125.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $5.09 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION:  08/06/2024 (Failure to File Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Gary McManus was a candidate for State Representative, District 15 in the 2024 elections.  
Gary McManus was his own treasurer. 
 
Gary McManus is appealing the fine, claiming that there was a mix-up with his post office box that 
prevented the receipt of campaign materials. According to Mr. McManus, he became aware of the issue 
when a campaign contributor told him their check was returned. Once the issue was corrected, he received 
letters indicating fines and errors with his campaign reports. He notes that all transactions have been 
corrected and submissions are current. He requests a waiver of the fine due to the circumstances. 
 

· The 2024 P5 Original Report covers the period from 07/20/24-07/26/24; it was due on 08/02/24. 
· The 2024 P5 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 08/06/24. 
· Gary McManus reported receiving 2 contributions, while making 1 expenditure. 
· The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Gary McManus’s 2024 P5 

report. 
 
 

 
PRIOR CASES:  None. 

 
 

 

CANDIDATE  [ X ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] CITY  [  ] 

 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 



From: Donna Malphurs on behalf of Florida Elections Commission
To: Br"Axeton Wims
Subject: Fw: Appeal of fines for campaign filings. Attn: Ms.Wims
Date: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 3:30:55 PM
Attachments: FEC Fine Letters.pdf

----- Forwarded by Donna Malphurs/OAG on 08/21/2024 03:30 PM -----

From: "Gary McManus" <gary@garymcmanus.com>
To: "fec@myfloridalegal.com" <fec@myfloridalegal.com>
Date: 08/21/2024 03:28 PM
Subject: Appeal of fines for campaign filings. Attn: Ms.Wims

Ms. Wims. , Thank you for your help in this matter. Attached are the fine letters that I found in my post office box once I worked out the problem with
the US Postal Service. The subscription from my post office box lapsed, and the USPS gave
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender 
You have not previously corresponded with this sender. 
 
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Ms. Wims., 

Thank you for your help in this matter. Attached are the fine letters that I found in my post
office box once I worked out the problem with the US Postal Service.

The subscription from my post office box lapsed, and the USPS gave me no indication that it
had. There was no email or note in my post office box indicating that there was a problem. My
key continued to work, but I wasn’t receiving any mail. When one of my contributors inform
me that their check had been returned to them, I discovered the problem. It took a while for me
to fix it because USPS had no way of assigning me the same box number in their system, and
that PO Box number has been on all of my campaign materials. Once I got it fixed, I received
numerous letters indicating that I was being fined for problems with my campaign reports, I
am endeavoring to fix the problems now so they won’t be a problem in the future. 

As of now, I have fixed all the transactions that were in error and I’m current on my
submissions. I am hoping that these fines can be forgiven, and I will stay on top of this in the
future.

Thank you again for your help in this matter.

Regards,

Gary McManus
Candidate for Florida HD 15
CAN 85743
(904)605-0075(See attached file: FEC Fine Letters.pdf)

mailto:Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:fec@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com
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