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STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

In Re:   Representative Democracy 
_____________________________________________/ 

Case No.:  FEC 23-109 

TO:  Jennifer S. Blohm, Esquire 
Meyer, Blohm and Powell, P.A. 
PO Box 1547 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Division of Elections 
500 S. Bronough Street, Room 316 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

NOTICE OF HEARING (AUTOMATIC FINE (AF)) 

A hearing will be held in this case before the Florida Elections Commission on, November 14, 2023 at 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the parties can be heard, at the following location: 402 South Monroe Street, 12 HOB, Tallahassee, Florida 
32399.  Due to heightened security access requirements, please bring only essential items into the building and plan to arrive early 
to allow for delays coming through security. 

Failure to appear in accordance with this notice will constitute a waiver of your right to participate in the hearing. 
Continuances will be granted only upon a showing of good cause.   

This hearing will be conducted pursuant to Section 106.25, Florida Statutes, which governs your participation as follows: 

If you are the Respondent, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will have 5 minutes to present your 
case to the Commission.  However, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable 
cause are being considered) may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless you request to be heard or the Commission requests 
that your case be considered separately on the day of the hearing, your case will not be individually heard. 

If you are the Complainant, you may attend the hearing, but you will not be permitted to address the Commission.  In 
addition, some cases (including those in which consent orders or recommendations for no probable cause are being considered) 
may be decided by an en masse vote and, unless the Respondent requests to be heard or the Commission requests that the case be 
considered separately on the day of the hearing, the case will not be individually heard. 

If you are an Appellant, and you have requested a hearing, you may attend the hearing, and you or your attorney will 
have 5 minutes to present your case to the Commission. 

Please be advised that both confidential and public cases are scheduled to be heard by the Florida Elections Commission 
on this date.  As an Appellant, Respondent or Complainant in one case, you will not be permitted to attend the hearings on other 
confidential cases.   

The Commission will electronically record the meeting.  Although the Commission’s recording is considered the official 
record of the hearing, the Respondent may provide, at his own expense, a certified court reporter to also record the hearing. 

If you require an accommodation due to a disability, contact Donna Ann Malphurs at (850) 922-4539 or by mail at 107 
West Gaines Street, The Collins Building, Suite 224, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, at least 5 days before the hearing. 

See further instructions on the reverse side.  

Tim Vaccaro 
Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 
October 31, 2023 
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Please refer to the information below for further instructions related to your particular hearing: 
 
If this is a hearing to consider an appeal from an automatic fine, the Filing Officer has imposed a fine on 
you for your failure to file a campaign treasurer’s report on the designated due date and, by filing an appeal, you 
have asked the Commission to consider either (1) that the report was in fact timely filed; or (2) that there were 
unusual circumstances that excused the failure to file the report timely.  You are required to prove your case.  If 
the Commission finds that the report was filed timely or that there were unusual circumstances that excused the 
failure, it may waive the fine, in whole or in part.  The Commission may reduce a fine after considering the factors 
in Section 106.265, Florida Statutes.  If the Commission finds that the report was not timely filed and there were 
no unusual circumstances, the fine will be upheld.   

 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order before a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed and become public.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does 
not make a decision to accept or deny the consent order, the case will remain confidential, unless confidentiality 
has been waived.   
 
If this is a hearing to consider a consent order after a determination of probable cause has been 
made, the Commission will decide whether to accept or reject the consent order.  If the Commission accepts the 
consent order, the case will be closed.  If the Commission rejects the consent order or does not make a decision 
to accept or deny the consent order, the Respondent will be entitled to another hearing to determine if the 
Respondent committed the violation(s) alleged.   
 
If this is a probable cause hearing, the Commission will decide if there is probable cause to believe that the 
Respondent committed a violation of Florida’s election laws.  Respondent should be prepared to explain how the 
staff in its recommendation incorrectly applied the law to the facts of the case.  Respondent may not testify, call 
others to testify, or introduce any documentary or other evidence at the probable cause hearing.  The Commission 
will only decide whether Respondent should be charged with a violation and, before the Commission determines 
whether a violation has occurred or a fine should be imposed, Respondent will have an opportunity for another 
hearing at which evidence may be introduced. 
 
If this is an informal hearing, it will be conducted pursuant to Sections 120.569 and 120.57(2), Florida 
Statutes; Chapter 28 and Commission Rule 2B-1.004, Florida Administrative Code.  At the hearing, the 
Commission will decide whether the Respondent committed the violation(s) charged in the Order of Probable 
Cause. The Respondent will be permitted to testify.  However, the Respondent may not call witnesses to testify.   
 
Respondent may argue why the established facts in the Staff Recommendation do not support the violations 
charged in the Order of Probable Cause.  At Respondent’s request, the Commission may determine whether 
Respondent’s actions in the case were willful.  The Respondent may also address the appropriateness of the 
recommended fine.  If Respondent claims that his limited resources make him unable to pay the statutory fine, he 
must provide the Commission with written proof of his financial resources at the hearing.  A financial affidavit 
form is available from the Commission Clerk.
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F L O R I D A   E L E C T I O N S   C O M M I S S I O N  
CASE  REPORT 

Case  Number:  FEC-23-109 
 
NAME: REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY 

DATE APPEAL RECEIVED: 03/24/2023 

DATE REPORT DUE: 11/04/2022 (2022 G6) 

DATE OF ELECTRONIC RECEIPT: 12/21/2022 

NUMBER OF DAYS LATE: 47 

AMOUNT OF FINE: $5.27 

FINE BASED ON:  (  ) NUMBER OF DAYS (X)  25% OF RECEIPTS (  )  25% OF EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $21.07 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR REPORTING PERIOD:  $21.07 

DATE OF FIRST NOTIFICATION: 03/10/2023 (Fine Ltr) 

SUMMARY: Representative Democracy is a political committee (PC) registered with the State of Florida.  
The PC’s chair is Representative Evan Jenne and its treasurer is Jason Blank. Attorney Jennifer S. Blohm, 
Esquire is representing the PC in this matter.  

The PC is appealing the fine and requests an opportunity to present argument at a hearing before the 
Commission as authorized by Rules 2B-1.005 and 2B-1.055, Florida Administrative Code.  

According to Jennifer S. Blohm, Esq., the Committee contends that their 2022 G6 report was timely filed, 
and therefore, no fine should be imposed. She states Mr. Blank, as the treasurer for the Committee, hired 
Yolanda Brown of Brown Financial and Consulting Services Group LLC to assist him with filing the 
campaign reports.  

Ms. Brown timely filed a waiver for the 2022 G6 reporting period. However, she second-guessed her 
decision and filed a 2022 G6 Report disclosing financial activity that was previously disclosed on a prior 
“daily report.” This was in error and led to a duplicate reporting of contributions and expenditures. She later 
deleted the report to reinstate the initial timely filed waiver but was assessed an automatic fine based on the 
report.  
 

· The 2022 G6 Original Report covers the period from 10/22/22-11/03/22; it was due on 11/04/22. 
· The 2022 G6 Queued Transaction Report shows that it was created and filed on 11/04/22.1 
· Representative Democracy reported receiving 1 contribution, while making 1 expenditure. 
· FEC staff was advised, “The committee filed a notice of no activity (waiver) on 11/04/22.  A waiver 

is not a report.  On 12/21/22, the committee filed a report showing $21.07 of activity.  The fine is 
based on 25% of the activity.  

· The Division of Elections does not have any notes that pertain to Representative Democracy’s 2022 
G6 report. 

 
PRIOR CASES:  None.  

 
1 The filing discussed in this bullet refers to the waiver that reflected zero activity. 

CANDIDATE  [  ] STATE  [ X ] 
PC  [X  ] DISTRICT  [  ] 
CCE  [  ] COUNTY  [  ] 
POLITICAL PARTY  [  ] 
ECO [  ] 

CITY  [  ] 
 
 

  
  
  
         

   
 



3/31/23, 10:10 AM Mail - Br'Axeton Wims - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGMwYjcyZGMwLTI0YWMtNDI2MC1hMmUxLWQ3NzAzOTJiNjVjNQAQAAY6T4r22kX%2BsOL8gNT… 1/1

FW: Notice of Appeal - Automatic Fines of Multiple Political Committees

Donna Malphurs <Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com>
Fri 3/24/2023 4:08 PM
To: Br'Axeton Wims <Braxeton.Wims@myfloridalegal.com>

1 attachments (10 MB)
FEC Notice of Appeal - Multiple PCs.pdf;

From: Jennifer S. Blohm <JBlohm@meyerblohmlaw.com>
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 3:13 PM
To: Timothy Vaccaro <Timothy.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com>
Cc: Donna Malphurs <Donna.Malphurs@myfloridalegal.com>; Brown, Donna S.
<Donna.Brown@dos.myflorida.com>
Subject: Notice of Appeal - Automatic Fines of Multiple Political Committees

Good afternoon Mr. Vaccaro,

Attached please find appeals of the automatic fines assessed against multiple political
committees.  The treasurer for all the committees is the same as are the circumstances leading to
the automatic fines.  Because of this, I contacted Stephanie Cunningham to ask how the FEC
would like me to file the appeals.  Based on that discussion, I have filed one notice of appeal
that identifies all of the committees and lays out the basis for the appeal.  I have attached all the
automatic fine letters from the Division to the one notice as well as a declaration from the
person who filed the reports for all the committees.  If you need me to do anything else, please
do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you all for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,
Jennifer

Jennifer S. Blohm
Meyer, Blohm and Powell, P.A.
Post Office Box 1547
Tallahassee, Florida 32302
www.meyerblohmlaw.com
(850) 878-5212

Confidential Note:
The information contained in this transmission is legally privileged and confidential, intended only for
the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this communication is
strictly prohibited.  If you received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by calling
us at (850) 878-5212 and then deleting the message.  Thank you.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.meyerblohmlaw.com/__;!!KX7BVY8_YTnAgrFq92k!lfP2gPyxBk3Vnx05WvfyxlRwJX3U98cLMFSpyW2F-HQoPk3XYOCCx1UedSrQtPx5bmppWqdRZxZgevxaRq5y4a7uIvOOZgU$


MEYER, BLOHM AND POWELL, P.A. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

POST OFFICE BOX 1547 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302 

www.meyerblohmlaw.com 
850/878-5212 

RONALD G. MEYER 
JENNIFER S. BLOHM 
MARTIN F. POWELL 
STEPHANIE M. SCHAAP 
____________________ ____________________ 

EMAIL:  jblohm@meyerblohmlaw.com LYNN T. THOMAS, FRP  
PARALEGAL 

  
March 24, 2023 

VIA E-Mail: Tim.Vaccaro@myfloridalegal.com 

Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 
Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street 
Collins Building, Suite 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Re: Notice of Appeal – Automatic Fines for Multiple Political Committees 

Dear Mr. Vaccaro: 

Please take notice that our office represents the below listed political committees which by 
letters dated March 8, 2023, and March 10, 2023, (attached as Exhibit A) have been assessed 
automatic fines for the 2022 G6 campaign treasurer’s report that was due on November 4, 2022.     

The Committees appeal the fines which have been imposed and request an opportunity to 
present argument at a hearing before the Commission as authorized by Rules 2B-1.005 and 2B-
1.055, Florida Administrative Code.  

The Committees have the same treasurer, Jason Blank, and the reason for the automatic 
fines and the appeals is the same for all the Committees.  The Committees are: 

• South Florida Accountability Project
• Latino Rising
• Representative Democracy1

• Voters for Truth PC
• Building Stronger Communities
• Activate Florida PC

1 The reason for the automatic fine is the same for the committee, Representative Democracy, as the other committees. 
However, the daily report that was timely filed also has been amended to correct a bank credit that was incorrectly 
reported as an expenditure ($21.07). 



 
 
 
 
Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 
March 24, 2023 
Page Two 
 
 

• Broward Victory PC, Inc. 
• Putting Community First 
• Defending Florida 
• City Wise Florida, Inc. 
• Florida Ground Game 
• A Sunny Tomorrow, Inc. 
• Making Florida Better 
• Winning Florida 
• Getting Things Done PC 
• Citizens for Community Care 
• Democratic Strategies Network 
• Blank PC 
• Florida Policyholders Cooperative 
• Voter Accountability Project 
• Voters For Orderly And Transparent Elections 
• People For A United Florida 
• Responsibility In Florida 
• Growing A Safer Florida 
• Dolphin Dems PC 

 
The basis for the appeals is that the Committees contend that their 2022 G6 reports were 

timely filed, and therefore, no fines should be imposed.  Mr. Blank, as the treasurer for the 
Committees, hired Yolanda Brown of Brown Financial and Consulting Services Group LLC to 
assist him with filing the campaign reports for the Committees.  Ms. Brown timely filed the daily 
reports due for the Committees during the 2022 election cycle.  She, then, timely filed a waiver for 
each of the Committees for the 2022 G6 report on November 4, 2022.  However, Ms. Brown 
second guessed her decision to file the waivers instead of re-reporting the contributions and 
expenditures she had reported on the daily reports.  Therefore, she filed amendments to the 2022 
G6 reports and re-reported the contributions and expenditures that she had already timely reported 
on the daily reports.  The amendments to the waiver reports generated the automatic fines at issue 
in this appeal. 

 
The filing of the amendments was in error.  She should not have re-reported the 

contributions and expenditures (results in incorrect duplicate reporting).  The initial, timely filed 
waivers were correct.  The amendments have now been deleted, and the reporting is now correct.  
Based on these facts which are verified in the attached Declaration by Ms. Brown (attached as 
Exhibit B), the Committees respectfully request that the automatic fines be removed from all the 
Committees since the 2022 G6 reports were timely filed (the initial waivers).    

 



Mr. Tim Vaccaro, Executive Director 
March 24, 2023 
Page Three 

If any further steps are required to perfect this appeal, please notify me at once.  We request 
that further communication relating to this matter be directed through this office.   

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer S. Blohm 

JSB/ltt 

Attachments 

cc: Mr. Jason Blank, Treasurer 
Ms. Donna Malphurs, Clerk FEC 
Ms. Donna Brown, Division of Elections 

lthomas
JSB Signature



March I 0, 2023 

Evan Jenne, Chairperson 
Representative Democracy 
3850 Southwest 56th Court 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 

Dear Representative Jenne: 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ST ATE 

Cord Byrd 
Secretary of State 

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 

PAC 69943 

The campaign treasurer's report that was due on November 4, 2022, was filed on December 21, 2022. By 
law, you are automatically assessed a late fine of $5.27. 

You have 20 days from the receipt of this notice to either: 

I. Pay the fine to the Florida Division of Elections (For a candidate only, a fine is not an
allowable campaign expenditure and must be paid from personal funds) at:

Florida Division of Elections 
RA. Gray Building, Room. 316 
500 South Bronaugh Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-025011 

2. Appeal the fine to the Florida Elections Commission (See Rules 28-1.005 and 2B-1.0055,
Florida Administrative Code) at:

Florida Elections Commission 
107 West Gaines Street, Ste. 224 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0150 

If you appeal, please send a copy also to the Florida Division of Elections so that you will not 
receive further notices from the Division about this matter. 

If you have any questions, please contact the help desk at (850) 245-6280. 

Sincerely, / � 
J) .... °' �- I -· -

Donna S. Brown, Chief 
Bureau of Election Records 

The R.A. Gray Building, Room 316 • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee FL 32399-0250 • (850) 245-6240 
(850) 245-6260 (fax) • DOS.MyFlorida.com/Elections • E/ecRecords(iiJdos.myflorida.com



DECLARATION BY YOLANDA BROWN 

1. My name is Yolanda Brown.  I am over the age of 18 and have personal knowledge

of the facts set forth in this declaration. 

2. I am the CEO of Brown Financial and Consulting Services Group LLC.  I provide

compliance services to several political committees in Florida.  Jason Blank, as treasurer, hired me 

to assist him with filing the campaign reports for the following political committees: 

 South Florida Accountability Project
 Latino Rising
 Representative Democracy
 Voters for Truth PC
 Building Stronger Communities
 Activate Florida PC
 Broward Victory PC, Inc.
 Putting Community First
 Defending Florida
 City Wise Florida, Inc.
 Florida Ground Game
 A Sunny Tomorrow, Inc.
 Making Florida Better
 Winning Florida
 Getting Things Done PC
 Citizens for Community Care
 Democratic Strategies Network
 Blank PC
 Florida Policyholders Cooperative
 Voter Accountability Project
 Voters for Orderly and Transparent Elections
 People for a United Florida
 Responsibility In Florida
 Growing a Safer Florida
 Dolphin Dems PC

3. For each of these committees, I timely filed the 2022 daily reports (D1-D6)

reporting the contributions and expenditures for each committee.  On November 4, 2022, I timely 

EXHIBIT B



2 

filed the committees’ 2022 G6 report.  The G6 report includes the same time period as the daily 

reports.  For each committee, the G6 report was a waiver. 

4. Later, I second guessed my decision to file the waiver reports and determined that

I needed to file amendments to the 2022 G6 reports listing the contributions and expenditures for 

each committee that I had already reported on the daily reports.  I filed the amendments for each 

of the committees.   

5. When Mr. Blank began receiving the automatic fine letters and spoke to me about

what happened, I realized that the amendments were filed in error and the initial, timely filed 

waiver reports were correct.     

6. I have removed the incorrectly filed amendments so that the committees’ reporting

is correct and reflects a waiver for the 2022 G6 reports. 

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing and the facts stated in 
it are true. 

Dated this ____ day of March, 2023. 

______________________________ 
Yolanda Brown 

23
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�������/�0��	��/�0 53���2��/�0 �6- �� 7/%// 7/%// 7/%//������/�0 
���	��/�0������/�0 54������/�0 �6- �� 7�2/%// 7�2/%// 7�2/%//���/��/�0 
�����/��/�0�������/��
���������/���������/��
�/����/��/���/��/��/��
	�/����/��	�����/�� 
0	�����/��0��/��/�� 
�0�	��/��



* If not reported as individual contributions when received, a political committee must report contributions that comprise 
multiple uniform contributions from the same person aggregating no more than $250 per calendar year, collected by an 
organization that is the affiliated sponsor of the political committee.  The report must list the name, address, and occupation of 
the person making the contribution; however, the occupation need not be listed if the aggregate contribution from the person is 
$100 or less. 
 
**These reports need only contain information on all previously unreported contributions received as of the preceding day; 
however, expenditures can be reported if desired. 
 
***If expenditures for 10/22/22 – 11/3/22 have already been reported during the daily reports, do not duplicate expenditures in 
this report. 

2022 Calendar of Reporting Dates 
Political Committees/Independent Expenditure-Only registered with the Division of Elections

Cover Period Report Code Due Date 
12/1/21 - 12/31/21 2021 M12 1/10/2022 

1/1/22 - 1/31/22 2022 M1 2/10/2022 
2/1/22 - 2/28/22 2022 M2 3/10/2022 
3/1/22 - 3/31/22 2022 M3 4/11/2022 
4/1/22 - 4/30/22 2022 M4 5/10/2022 
5/1/22 - 5/31/22 2022 M5 6/10/2022 

1/1/21 – 12/31/21 2021 MUC* 6/24/2022 
   

6/1/22 - 6/17/22 2022 P1 6/24/2022 
 6/18/22 - 6/24/22 2022 P1A 7/1/2022 
6/25/22 - 7/1/22 2022 P2 7/8/2022 
7/2/22 - 7/8/22 2022 P2A 7/15/2022 

7/9/22 - 7/15/22 2022 P3 7/22/2022 
7/16/22 - 7/22/22 2022 P4 7/29/2022 
7/23/22 – 7/29/22 2022 P5 8/5/2022 
7/30/22 - 8/5/22 2022 P6 8/12/2022 
8/6/22 - 8/18/22 2022 P7 8/19/2022 

8/19/22 2022 P7A 8/26/2022 
   

8/20/22 - 8/26/22 2022 G1 9/2/2022 
8/27/22 - 9/2/22 2022 G1A 9/9/2022 
9/3/22 - 9/9/22 2022 G2 9/16/2022 

9/10/22 - 9/16/22 2022 G2A 9/23/2022 
9/17/22 - 9/23/22 2022 G3 9/30/2022 
9/24/22 – 9/30/22 2022 G3A 10/7/2022 
10/1/22 – 10/7/22 2022 G4 10/14/2022 

10/8/22 – 10/14/22 2022 G4A 10/21/2022 
10/15/22 - 10/21/22 2022 G5 10/28/2022 

   
10/22/22 - 10/28/22 2022 D1** 10/29/2022 

10/29/2022 2022 D2** 10/30/2022 
10/30/2022 2022 D3** 10/31/2022 
10/31/2022 2022 D4** 11/1/2022 
11/1/2022 2022 D5** 11/2/2022 
11/2/2022 2022 D6** 11/3/2022 

   
10/22/22 - 11/3/22 2022 G6*** 11/4/2022 

 
11/4/22 – 11/30/22 2022 M11 12/12/22 
12/1/22 – 12/31/22 2022 M12 1/10/23 
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